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RADIO DOUBTS FILM NAMES 





Uncommercial, Yet Strictly Ad Pix 


OK for Television, for Time Being 








Industrial motion pictures will be 
prominent among the types of enter- 
tainment broadcast over New York 


television. Although such films are 
frankly propaganda and often re- 
plete with trademarks and direct 
advertising, they will not apparently, 
be classified as advertising and thus 
not contrary to the Federal Com- 
munications Commission’s rules. It is 
commonly. believed in the advertising 
trade that so long as time and facili- 
ties are not sold, television is not 
being commercialized. 

Business film assumes importance 
because other entertainment on 
spools is denied the television pro- 
moters by the film industry. Film 
meanwhile is needed to fill in the 
television schedules which, although 
limited to a very few hours each 
week, represent a considerable dead 
loss to RCA-NBC at present. Certain 
shorts have been played over and 
over in the last three weeks on the 
daytime transmissions intended to 
service the department and radio 
stores where television sets are on 
sale. Monotony of the constant repe- 
tition has occasioned some adverse’ 
comment, 

‘Meantime another possible source 
of television programs is getting at- 
tention in New York. This is the 
press agent stunt in which some 
commercial enterprise will agree to 
stand the production expense with 
RCA-NBC to provide the iconoscope 
and engineering setup gratis. Vari- 
ous promotion departments are giv- 
ing this thought. McCutcheon’s store 
on Fifth Avenue is reported as one 
of them. 

Several advertising agencies have 
investigated television just by way 
of having some notes in their files. 
They are inclined to regard tele- 
vision script-writing as representing 
quite a departure from radio. Every- 
body is appalled by the cost element, 
and the years of probable agony with 
staging, lighting, makeup, memoriz- 
ing and casting. 


Visiting Royalty Hurt 
Mpls. B.O. by Puiling 
15 Trainloads to Canada 
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Trouping Pedagog 





Philadelphia, May 23. 

Frank Hall, m.c. and warbler 
at the Anchorage here, ‘while 
playing a theatre date was greet- 
ed by a kid’s shout from the 
audience: ‘That ain’t Frank Hall; 
that’s Mr. Colker, our English 
teacher!’ 

Kid was correct. Hall doubles 
during the day as a junior high 
school pedagog under his- right 
name, Colker. He covered the 
embarrassing theatre situash by 
correcting the sharp-sighted lad 
with, ‘Ain’t ain’t a proper word.’ 





‘| Big Show Biz 
Union, Pet 4A’s 
Idea, Set to Go 


Actual moves to carry out the 
long-planned ‘one big union’ idea 
have at last been undertaken by the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, parent union of all show 
business performers. Representatives 
o° the various member unions have 
begun meetings to work out the pro- 
posed setup. Those participating in- 
clude Mrs. Florence Marston (Screen 
Actors Guild), Leo Fischer (Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists), Philip 
Loeb (Equity), Mrs. Emily Holt 
(American Federation of Radio 
Artists) and Henry Jaffe, attorney. 


Spokesmen for the various unions 
are to submit data about their or- 
ganizations to the con mittee today 
(Wednesday). Facts will include 
complete membership lists, dues 
scales, detailed financial statements, 
budgets, etc. Committee will study 
the mass of data and try to work 
out a satisfactory basis for lining up 
the different groups into a more 
compact organization. 


While it is not planned to do away 
with the identity of the various 














Minneapolis, May 23. 


Visit of the King and Queen of | 


England to Winnipeg and Port 
Arthur, Canada, is pulling enough 
people from here to see the royal 


couple actually to affect the local | 


Show biz adversely, Three railroads 
have sold enough tickets to the 
two towns, more than 300 miles’ dis- 
tant, to fill 15 special trains. In ad- 
dition, it’s estimated, several thou- 
sands are en route to Canada by 
motor. Gov. H. B. Stassen and 


Mayor George E. Leach were among | 


those who took the trip. 

Both Winnipeg and Port Arthur 
ran large display ads in the news- 
Papers here, plugging their Majes- 

(Continued on page 36) 


to carry out the ‘one big union’ idea 
on a practical basis. Intention is to 
| have a single membership card and 


(Continued on page 36) 


Kate Smith's ‘Command’ 


Kate Smith will sing before the 
King and Queen of England at the 
White House on June 8. Honor will 
mean that singer and Ted Collins 
will have to double into the Swans- 
down radio program from Washing- 
ton that night. 

Mrs. Roosevelt also invited Law- 
rence Tibbett and Marion Anderson 
to her party. 


| 











member bodies entirely, the aim is 








SALES GRAPHS 
DISAPPOINTING 


Sponsors and Agencies Feel 
the Hollywood Pattern 
Worn Pretty Thin, by 
Now —Less Costly Pro- 
grams Have Shown Up 
Better on the C.A.B. 








SOME BIG FLIVS 





Hollywood, May 23. 

Passing of several Hollywood 
glamour shows by next fall is being 
freely predicted in agency and net- 
work circles,. That the top coin paid 
picture names has not been justified 
by the sales charts is said to be the 
clincher spiking all arguments for a 
continuance, That there always will 
be some programs with film person- 
alities is readily conceded, but such 
a production play as Hollywood has 
been given in the past few years will 
take an alarming lapse with the ad- 
vent of a new season come Fall, 

Sponsors and agency execs are 
generally agreed that the Hollywood 
pattern of radio shows has been 
worn pretty thin and that it’s no 
longer a novelty to have a film some- 
body on the program. And the coin 
paid out is said to be way out of 
line in comparison to the payoff to 
ether and stage headliners. Holly- 
wood blowdown falls in line with a 
definite trend by advertisers to cut 
down high production costs. It is 
pointed out that many of the pro- 
grams costing well under $10,000 ex- 
clusive of time have made a better 
showing in the survey of the Co- 
operative Analysis of Broadcasting 
than the expensive colossals. 

It will not surprise if both Texaco 
Star Theatre and Kellogg’s Circle 
went away from here after current 
series is washed up. Texaco mean- 
while will go off for the summer 
but has not decided whether it will 
start again in the fall with a less 
expensive setup. The Circle has been 
a thorn in many sides since it bowed 
and is charged by some with much 
responsibility for the anti-Hollywood 

(Continued on page 36) 


SIR HARRY LAUDER’S 
FILM DICKER: RADIO 


Sir Harry, Lauder will come to 
America in July for one picture, 
some radio bookings and a concert 
tour. This will be his first visit over 
since 1935. He may remain through- 
out the season, depentient on the 
radio negotiations particularly. 

The 66-year old comedian is dick- 
ering the picture deal with Samuel 
Goldwyn through the William Mor- 
ris agency which is also lining up 
a 13-week radio program for him on 
Sunday nights. Agency does not 
mention if it will sponsor another 
farewell American appearance for 











Lauder. 
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39-40 Selling Stalls; Aver Distribs 
Ballyhoo New Product Too Early 





Fair’s S. A. Angle 


An unofficial ‘attraction’ at the 
New York World’s Fair has the 
concessionaires and show bunch 
amused and wondering when 
those very refined gendarmes are 
gonna get wise. 

The gals have been making a 
pitch all their own—and not con- 
fining it to the midway either. 


Class Restaurants 


Big at N. Y. Fair; 
Frisco 's $2,250,000 


The chi-chi nationalistic buildings 
along the Court of Nations—i.e., 
those with restaurant facilities at- 
tached—are doing embarrassingly 


landoffice business. It’s awkward 
because these nationalistic pavilions 
are intended as goodwill getters— 
not turnaway eateries, and it’s be- 
come a problem to refuse some who 
may be visitors from abroad, on 
modest budgets, and yet find them- 
selves barred out. 

The headwaiters and 
true to their clan, have had a 
bonanza of late. That they’re on the 
take’is not as much a problem as the 
fact that the crowds are falling in, 
despite the very fancy tariffs being 
charged. One idea of a check at the 
French Pavilion for eight people was 
$90—strictly Colony restaurant or 21 
Club prices. 


There’s no ,juestion about the vast 
distraction of the Flushing Meadows 
shindig, and how much it has 
drained the spending proclivities of 
the element which keeps Broadway 
and the fashionable east side niteries, 
theatres, etc., going. 


The cafe society bunch has been 
playing the foreign pavilions bull- 




















ishly, and the French building, for | 
example, now books dinner parties | 


fully a week in advance. 


As for show biz in general, until 
the expected influx eventuates, ‘the 
Fair’s put the whole town on the 


(Continued on page 18) 


Film’s 807 Vaude Cast 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Cast of Metro’s ‘Babes in Arms’ is 
80% ex-vaude. Among the two-a- 
day players are Irene Franklin, 
Harry Fox, Pat West, Joe Cates, 
Margaret Young, Patsy Moran, Nee- 
ley Edwards, George McKay, Lila 
Tyler, Rube Demarest, Henry Rock- 
more and Lila Bliss. 

Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland 
are co-starring. 








captains, | 


Although the approach of the dis- 
tributors in selling the 1939-40 pro- 
duct has been less aggressive than in 
the past, on the buying side the ten- 
dency again is to stall. In sales 
quarters where the going is no faster 
than last spring, or even slower, 
this being true of some companies, 
apprehension is felt that it’s getting 
to be a habit of too many exhibitors 
to take their time in lining up pro- 
duct. 

On the other hand, in the exhibi- 
tion field and among buyers, they 
shrug the shoulders in an attitude of 
being in no hurry and suggest that 
possibly it’s become too much of a 
habit on the part of distributors to 
try to sell film too early. Of late 
years this has been true, with con- 
ventions. gradually moved up to the 
point where coming season’s pro- 
grams have been announced before 
the snow is off the ground. Exhibi- 
tors have had six months of product 
under contracts still to play when 
they’ve been asked to sign up for an- 
others year’s output. In this con- 
nection distribs have borrowed tech- 
nique from apartment landlords but 
have the latter bested on starting 
earlier, 

The tendency to hold early con- 
ventions has been inspired very 
often by the efforts of one company 
to steal a march on another by set- 
ting a convention earlier than the 
year before. Result has finally been 
that companies have started holding 
sales powwos in March to announce 
|a full year’s program that won't 

start releasing until Aug. 15 or Sept. 
| 1, Companies vary in starting their 
|seasons but they range ordinarily 
| between these dates. 

| Not only have the distributors of- 
\ficially announced their coming 
year’s output at convention-time in 


(Continued-on page 2) 








| Newlywed Haywards 
(I. Lupino) May Co-Star 


| In ‘Brighton’ on B’way 








Louis Hayward and Ida Lupino 
| may appear on Broadway next fall 
'in Gilbert Miller’s production of 
‘Brighton Rock.’ Pair are currently 
honeymooning in New York and 
will return to the Coast for picture 
work during the summer, but figure 
on coming back east in the fall. 


Sidney Howard completes. the 
adaptation of the novel per sched- 
ule. Miller has announced the play- 
wright is working on it, but he may 
be too busy with preparations for 
his fall production for the Play- 
wrights’ Co. to have time for the 
‘Brighton’ scripting. If the deal 
jells, however, it would be the stage 
debut for Miss Lupino, who has 
previously appeared only in films. 
Hayward was in legit before going to 
Hollywood, appearing both on 
Broadway and in London. 
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2 ‘VARIETY 


Both Sides Fear Any 1940 Change 
In Administration Could Greatly | March or April but have started 
Shift the Fortunes of U. §.-Pix Case 2's" i ests sSSentin"sna 


| usually are those which cover com- 
pany product that is renewed each 
season almost automatically, in addi- 
tion to some under which one exhi- 
bitor signs quick in order to get a 
jump on the other fellow. 

While such an exhibitor may okay 


PICTURES 








Wednesday, May 24, 1939 


US. Favors Single Presidag Judge 
In Order to Hasten Anti-Trust Trial 


Capra Again Heads SDG 








| Selling Stalls 


(Continued from page 1) 











Washington, May 23. 
Before initiating the threatened 
supplemental actions, the Justice De- 
Hollywood, May 23. partment is seeking to expedite trial 
Frank Capra has been re-elected | 0. the Government’s anti-trust suit 
president of the Screen Directors | against the leading producers and 
Guild. affiliated exhibitors. Pressure is be- 
W. S. Van Dyke and John Crom-| ing applied to get the evidence-tak- 





+ 
v— 
| 


Acting in a group, the major film | 
companies Thursday (18) filed a de- | 
mand in the N.Y. federal court for | 
a more definite statement from the | 





The Wheel Turns 





Preview cards on Jack Benny’s 
‘Man About Town,’ being an- 


Department of Justice, and a further | 


bill of particulars. In this regard, 


it is interesting to note that the com- 
panies also requested that the com- 
plaint against them be dismissed, be- 


cause of the alleged failure on the | 
part of the Government to give them | 
all the required particulars, and thus | 


failing, they are asking that those 
points in the complaint which were 
not answered specifically, and which 
they object to, be striken from the 
complaint. 
applications will be held in federal 
court before Judge William Bondy 
on Friday (26). 


The U.S. is trying hard to get a 
decision before the elections in 1940. 
It fears a change in administration 
as much as the companies desire 
such a shift. One Government of- 
ficial stated that even if the trial 
should be on, and more than half 
over, a shift of the political winds 
could cause a soft-pedaling of the 
case, and an eventual dropping of 
it. Trial is expected to start in Oc- 
tober. Should the case run its nor- 
mal duration of a year, the entire 
issue will be out of political hands. 
On the other hand, should the majors 
win delay after delay, and hold up 
the trial till next year, they might 
easily win their case through unde- 
sired default. 


Tne demand for the additional bill, 
which U.S. officials characterize as 
‘stalling for time,” was made by 
Simpson, Thatcher & Bartlett, at- 
torneys for Paramount, and ‘in this 
case acting for all the majors. The 
demand declares that in each in- 
stance where an unsatisfactory an- 
swer was given, the majors charge 
that the bill of particulars, filed on 
April 27, is uncertain, inadequate, 
and fails to comply with the decision 
of the court, (Which, incidentally, 
told the U.S. to furnish all the par- 
ticulars it had on hand at the mo- 
ment, and allowed additional par- 
ticulars to be given not more than 
20 days before trial. Government 
officials state that they have per- 
formed just that.) 

It is stated that each defendant is 
entitled to a more definite and spe- 
cific statement of what the Depart- 
ment claims is the time of the be- 


A hearing on all three | 


alyzed by Paramount, might in- 
dicate a tendency towards mu- 
sicals again. 

Requests for ‘more songs’ and 
the response to the three num- 
bers in the film is giving the 
company something to think 
about, as regards filmusicals, 
from which most of Hollywood 
has sharply veered of late. 


Louis B. Mayer Had 
An Intensive Sked 
Getting His LL.D. 


St. John, N. B.,.May 23. 











May 17, 18 and 19 were busy days, | 


for Louis B. Mayer, vice- 
president and production head of 
| Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, but far from 
his Hollywood base. 

On May 17, he was given the free- 
| dom of the little city of Fredericton, 
'N. B. The same night he was guest 
,of honor at the University of New 
| Brunswick encoenia, also at Fred- 
/ericton. On May 18 he was formally 
awarded the honorary degree of 
Doctor of. Laws, by the University 
of New Brunswick, and is now enti- 
tled to write ‘L.L.D.’ after his name. 
The degree was given because of 
Mayer’s ‘cultural advancement of the 
moving pictures,’ and is believed to 
be the first such bestowed for work 
at the studios, by any college, any- 
where. 


On May 19, Mayer was presented 
the freedom of the city of St. John, 
in a ceremony at city hall, At noon, 
he was the speaker at a luncheon 
meeting of the Canadian Club, and at 
night he was tendered a_ compli- 
mentary dinner by a group of St. 
John friends. At about midnight he 
chartered a taxi to take his com- 
panions, Howard Strickling, Metro 
studio publicity head; J. F. T. O’Con- 
nor, of Los Angeles; David Stone- 
man, a Boston lawyer, and himself 
to Bangor, Me., a 250-mile drive. 
There the Mayer party hopped a 
plane for Boston, thence planing to 
New York, to catch the plane to 
Hollywood, where they arrived Sun- 
day (21) evening. 


| indeed, 





From the premier of New Bruns- 
wick Dr, Mayer received the free- 
dom of the lakes and streams for 
angling, and promised to visit the 
province at least once a year, health 


ginning, and the duration of each of 
the violations, It is demanded that 
the Government furnish names, 
places, copies of agreements, and the 
names of each person involved in | permitting 
every alleged infraction. P p 

A further request, which the Gov-| He heard himself eulogized by 
ernment claims bears out its conten- | ™@"Y speakers including politicians, 
tion of stalling, is the demand for 60 industrialists and professional men. 


+1, ;.| He was described as ‘the man, who, 
pot id ei ap ay tiantory: Meare more than any other, has elevated 


‘ ; the movies from cheap action melo- 

An affidavit of Albert C. Bickford, dramas to their present level, and 

of the firm of Simpson, Thatcher & | made them a vehicle by which edu- 

Bartlett is attached, in which it is| cation could be conveyed to the 

stated that many- of the particulars masses. The influence of his pro- 
are vague and meaningless, with 


‘ ’ ductions in drawing the English 
others unresponsive, and tending to| speaking world closer together, in 
confuse the issues. An example of 


es fostering tolerance, and in otherwise 
this is cited in the fact that the Gov- 


‘ making for the good of humanity.’ 
ernment alleges that the conspiracy| Mayer revealed that when he left 


began somewhere between 1918 and | St. John to seek success in the film 
continues to date. The Government, | sphere in 1907 he ‘didn’t have the 
on che other hand, has stated that to! price of a sandwich,’ and his first 
disclose all its facts wpuld take a | venture was in taking over the man- 
matter of several months, possibly | agement of an ‘unsavory’ film house 
even a half year. at Haverhill, Mass, 

















He disclosed that associates and 
; competitors were convinced it was 
Feilows WB Producer impossible for a U.S. film production 
entity to produce in England, He 
believed this was erroneous and pro- 
Hollywood, May 23. near to eet hw we on 0 yer 
Robert Fellows was upped to full | tne “Metro ‘studios at London. He 
producership on the Hal Wallis staff | cited ‘Yank at Oxford,’ ‘The Cita- 
at Warners. His latest chore was) 40 oq « Bye, Mr. Chips’ as 

that of production assistant to A|%¢! and ‘Good-Bye, Mr. Chip 
producers. the most successful of the pictures 
Ae | produced in England by M-G-M on 

First assignment is ‘The Spirit of | jj, initiative. 

Knute Rockne.’ 


He said the world’s democracies 
could be depended on to come to the 
,rescue of ‘Mother England,’ if she 
COWDIN HIKES EAST | were threatened with defeat ‘by the 
Hollywood, May 23. two mad men of Europe and their 

J. Cheever Cowdin left yesterday dictatorial rule.’ 
(Mon.) for New York after studio Bernard Scott, who had accom- 
huddles with Cliff Work and Matty | panied Mayer, Strickling and O'Con- 
Fox. nor from Hollywood, preceded them 
“Conference hinged on new devel- to New York, going by rail, and 
opments in Europe as they refiect on | planing to the West Coast from Man- 

Holivwood vroductier hattan. 





a season’s contract before his New 
Year’s hangover is gone, he may do 
so with only one company and then 
wait until the leaves are falling off 
| the trees in the fall to close up with 
| other distribs. 

No Early Conventions 


Some majors this year have re- 
|fused to be stampeded into conven- 
‘tions that are held too early, al- 
though taking contracts here and 
there from the first of the year down 
through the spring. These include 
Paramount and RKO this year, the 
llast two to go intc sales powwows. 
|Clammed that although not trying to 





sell vigorously, Par is only around 
| 15% behind the same time last year. 
|Others are either running a little 


| behind last year or at about the same 
pace, the ability to get deals until 
'later being largely dependent on 
what individual companies have 
i been delivering so far this season 
| (1938-39). Warner Bros., which has 
delivered much stronger product 
ithan the year before (1937-38), is 
|comparing very favorably with last 
spring at this time. The same is true 
of Metro, which along with Warners 
and some other distribs, have cer- 
tain carryover deals on their books 
under term franchises. Termers this 
year are expected to be held to an 
even lower minimum than last 
spring and summer. 
Against the stance taken by dis- 
tributors for a ‘live and let live’ pol- 
icy in merchandising the 1939-40 
product, an attitude that has re- 
ceived wide praise from exhibitors, 
the buying has been slower than 
normal due to numerous factors. 
These include the delay in placing 
a trade practices code into effect, 
embracing a system of arbitration 
to govern many of its points. 


Code Provisos 


In order to overcome greater re- 
luctance on the part of exhibitors to 
negotiate their deals for '39-40, the 
distributors from the very start on 
this year’s sales season have been 
inserting clauses in the contracts 
to the effect that all the provisions 
of the code, if adopted, will apply. 
However, some exhibs have pre- 
ferred not to sign now but to wait 
and see what the final trade prac- 
tices platform will be. The opin- 
ion that some of the code proposals 
may act as important bargaining 
points when it comes to closing deals 
is causing some of the stalling. 
Meantime, the question of what 
the U. S. anti-trust action against 
the major distributors will mean in 
changing the situation, also figures. 
This suit, together.with numerous 
others and legislation may reshape 
the theatre map and entirely scram- 
ble buying power as it exists at pres- 
ent The question the buyer must 
decide now is whether he should 
contract for product before the 
changes result or wait until later 
when he will either be at an advan- 
tage or a disadvantage. The larger 
chains apparently are in no greater 
rush to buy than last year. 

As in other years, including last 
summer, when conditions are uncer- 
tain, additional incentive to delay 
deals is wrapped up in the human 
trait to wait to see what happens. 
And, in the picture business, to get 
a better idea of what the various 
companies are going to start deliver- 
ing in August or September. 





ithe film cast no 


well, v.p.’s; Frank Tuttle, sec; Phil ; 


| Rosen, treas. 





German Milwaukee 
Patriotically Cheers 





Milwaukee, May 23. 

‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ was 
previewed here Wednesday night 
(17) by 50 officers and delegates of 
the Wisconsin Federation of Ger- 
man-American Societies. The small 
audience burst into applause and 
laughter at various points. At the 
conclusion, they indicated that their 
28,000 members would proclaim pub- 
licly their approval of the picture 
before it opens at the Warner Fri- 
day (26). 

Harry MacDonald, Warner man- 
ager, who sponsored the preview at 
the Paramount exchange’ promised 
federation leaders to run a trailer 
with the picture pointing out that 
reflection upon 
thousands of loyal German-born 
Americans. 





M-G Unpantries ‘Happen’ 
Hollywood, May 23. 

‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ Sinclair 
Lewis’ controversial story, comes off 
the shelf next week and goes into 
production at Metro, with Lucien 
Hubbard producing and W. S. Van 
Dyke directing. 

Hubbard has held the screen rights 
for 18 months. 


Consol. Sues H. B. Franklin 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Consolidated Film Industries has 
filed suit for $26,523 against Frank- 
wyn Productions and Harold B. 
Franklin. 
Action is based on a promissory 
note, assertedly due since July, 1935. 


SAILINGS 


June 3 (New York to New Or- 
leans), Welbourn Kelly (Dixie). 

May 31 (New York to Paris), Mr. 
and Mrs. Buddy Rogers (Mary Pick- 
ford), Mr. and Mrs. Clifford C. Fis- 
cher (Normandie). 

May 26 (London to N. Y.), Georgie 
Harris( President Harding). 

May 24 (New York to London), 
Una Wyte (President Roosevelt). 

May 24 (London to New York), 
Erich Pommer (Normandie). 

May 24 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks, 
Penelope Dudley Ward, Beatrice Lil- 
lie, Mr. and Mrs, Lauritz Melchior, 
Arthur Bodansky, Guthrie McClintic, 
Mme. Arkandy (Queen Mary). 

May 23 (New York to London), 
Hal B. Wallis, Mrs. Wallis (Louise 
Fazenda), Brent Wallis (Nieuw Am- 
sterdam). 














ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 
Edna Best, Carmen Miranda, Sam- 
uel Selden, Margaret Sullivan, Le- 
land Hayward, Herman Wobbler, C. 
G. Dickinson, Tony Reddin, Henri 
Klarsfeld. 








Other News of Interest to Films 





Mussolini, Jr.’s film edict 


Television §. 27:1! ..64..... 
Kate Smith’s WB ¢ourtesy 
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‘Nazi Spy, WB’s Film. 








ing started within a few months, 
rather than drag along until next 
fall or winter. 

Desire to speed preliminaries was 
voiced by Attorney General Mur- 
phy almost at the minute the House 
Appropriations Committee was pre- 
senting a bill boosting the allowance 
for anti-trust enforcement. Larger 
appropriation, which probably will 
result in filing of more film suits 
soon after July 1, was accepted 
quickly by the House, although the 
committee explained that no vicious 
trust-busting campaign is _ antici- 


pated. 


The Attorney General revealed he 
has conferred with prosecutors and 
judges in New York in his desire 
to accelerate the principal action. 
Looking for a judge who can devote 
full time to presiding over the case, 
so as to shorten the actual time re- 
quired to thresh out the issues and 
save money. Meanwhile, the D. J. 
indicated it will fight vigorously 
against putting more cards on the 
table and amplifying its recent an- 
swer ‘to request for a bill of particu- 
lars. 

The additional actions against local 
exhibitor monopolies, like the case 
started a few weeks ago against the 
Griffith enterprises in the South- 
west, probably will be held up until 
later in the summer, although Murt- 
phy earlier indicated they would 
follow quickly. The additional funds 
sought to expand the force of attor- 
neys in the anti-trust division will 
not be available until the fiscal year 
opens, July 1, and some time will be 
required to familiarize newcomers 
with the records already compiled. 





D. J.’s Regional H. Q. 


Oklahoma City, May 23. 

The anti-trust division of the De- 
partment of Justice will establish a 
regional office here to direct investi- 
gation of alleged monopolies in an 
eight-state area, it has been learned. 
Ali that stands in the way is appro- 
priation by Congress for the 
branches. Fifteen men are expected 
to be assigned to the office which 
will cover Oklahoma, Colorado, Kan- 
sas, Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Texas and New Mexico. 

Plans for the decentralization of 
the division were revealed by Thur- 
man Arnold, assistant attorney gen- 
eral in charge. If Congress approves, 
regional offices will be set up in 
Oklahoma City, New York, Chicago, 
Atlanta and San Francisco. 

Decision to locate the regional of- 
fice here followed the filing last 
month of an injunction suit against 
four Griffith circuits and 10 major 
distributors and: producers, alleging 
monopolistic practices. 

First answers by the defendants 
were motions for additional time to 
answer the Government’s charge. 


Hal Wallis Sails 


Hal B. Wallis, executive producer 
at Warner Bros. studio, sailed for 








Europe yesterday (Tues.) for a com- 


bined vacation and business trip. He 
will visit the Scandinavian countries 
and confer with Sam Sax, new head 
of Warner British productions. 
Wallis completed supervision of 
‘The Family Affair’ before leaving 
the Coast. Picture will be retitled. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Dan Carroll. 

Bob Colwell, 
Richard Condon. 

J. Cheever Cowdin. 
Frank Donoghue. 
Edward Fielding. 
Jonathan Finn, 


Beatrice Lillie 
Archie Mayo. 
Lynn Mc Manu: 
Abe Montague. 
Leo Morrison. 
Charles Munro. 
Sam Pokrass. 


Mr. and Mrs, Clif-| Casey Robinson 
ford C. Fischer Don Ryan. 
Ben Goetz. Fred Schang, J) 


Dave Gould, 
Edmund Goulding. 
James R. Grainger. 
Arthur Hornblow. 
Johnny Hyde. 
Rube Jackter. 
Larry Kimble. 
Harry Kosimer. 


Al Schwartz. 
Artie Schwariz. 
Joe Seidelman. 
Maurice Sloman 
Ray Stark. 
John Scott Troti 
Jock Whitney. 
Gordon Wiles 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Edna Best. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Joe Nolan. 
Mrs. Hal Roach. 
Margaret Roach. 








Lou Smith. : 
Howard Strickiiog. 
Gene Towne. 

Vera Zorina. 
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Arbitration Structure Under Trade 


Practices Code Ready for Exhibs 





The structure of arbitration pro- 
cedure and the exact manner in 
which it will function as a part of 
the trade practices code will be com- 


pleted by tonight (Wed.) or at the 
latest by the end of the week, ac- 
cording to indications. Following 
several meetings between distribu- 
tor representatives and their attor- 
neys, another session scheduled for 
today (Wed.) is expected to put the 
final touches to the machinery under 
which distributor-exhibitor disputes 
will be decided, according to William 
F. Rodgers, spokesman for the dis- 
tribs. 

If complete agreement is reached 
at today’s session of distributor heads 
and counsel, Rodgers stated the de- 
tails of the method of arbitration 
to be pursued under the trade prac- 
tices pact will be put into proper 
written form and forwarded without 
delay to the various leading national 
and state exhibitor bodies which 
have figured in the lengthy self- 
regulation negotiations. The official 
form covering arbitration might re- 
quire a day or so in preparation be- 
fore submission to the theatre owner 
associations, headed by the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America 
and Allied States Assn. 


Until the lawyers, together with 
the distribs, have agreed upon the 
final wording, either today (Wed.) 
or by the end of the week, the na- 
ture of the machinery governing 
arbitration will not be released to 
the trades or others. 

Rodgers, in a series of conferences, 
has been meeting with various of the 
distributor heads, some huddling 
with him at certain times while 
others have sat in at different meet- 
ings. Distribs who have figured in- 
cluded Grad Sears, Neil Agnew, 
Ned Depinet and Harry Gold. Last- 
mentioned appeared at a meeting 
Monday (22) to reaffirm the posi- 
tion of United Artists concerning 
non-participation due to its peculiar 
setup as a distrib channel for sev- 
eral unrelated producing units. Ex- 
pected, however, that UA will grant 
most benefits of the code, as adopted, 
to its accounts on signing contracts 
since it would be selling at a dis- 
advantage if not doing so. How- 
ever, so far as cancellations are con- 
cerned, it will continue its present 
policy of permitting no exclusions 
since it sells pictures on an individ- 
ual basis, it is believed. Company 
never has exacted a score charge, 
does not force shorts and has no 
theatres. 





Silverstone Accomps 
Carr Back to England 


Edward T. Carr, co-director of 
British sales for United Artists, sails 
for England May 30, accompanied by 
Murray Silverstone, general man- 
ager. Both will address sales forces 
in London at convention to be called 
at the end of July. 

UA’s English organization will go 
in for extensive exploitation cam- 
paigns next season along the same 
lines employed in the U.S. Some 
20 exploiteers will be engaged to 
handle campaigns in key cities. 
‘Stagecoach’ will be the first picture 
to get benefit of the big push. 


Standardized Recording 
At Studios Aim of Acad 


Standardized recording at all ma- 
jor studios is the plan of the Acad- 
emy Research Council. Object is to 
eliminate necessity of readjusting 
projection equipment for each com- 
Pany’s output. 

Eight Hollywood plants are mak- 
ing tests under a committee com- 
posed of Bernard B. Brown, Univer- 
sal; Douglas Shearer, Metro; John 
Livadary, Columbia; Farciot Edou- 
art, Paramount; John Aalberg, RKO; 
E. H. Hansen, 20th-Fox; Thomas 








Cause and Effect 





Spokane, May 23. 
Boxoffice fell off on the last 
day of ‘Alexander Graham Bell’ 
at the Fox. 
Phone company had = an- 
nounced rate raises that day. 


Sharp March B.0. 
Drop Reflected 
In US. Tax Take 


Washington, May 23. 

Violent recoil in the amusement 
business during March was reflected 
last week in latest Treasury Depart- 
ment tax figures. As result of un- 
seasonal dip, the government’s take 
from the 10% admissions levy was 
down nearly $225,000 under the prior 
month. Tax applies only on admis- 
sion prices of over 40c. 

The April collections, based on 
March patronage, skidded to the low- 
est level for the month since 1936, 
halting the first upturn since Thanks- 
giving. Total paid into the federal 
exchequer was $1,384,721. This fig- 
ure was $156,796 less than a year ago 
and $222,275 smaller than the March 
haul. 

As a result of the skidding, the 
yield for this calendar year is back 
even behind the comparable portion 
of 1937. Only $6,058,978 during the 
first four months, compared with $6,- 
3°7,647 in the same stanzas in 1938 
and $6,108,118 in 1937. Only consola- 
tion was that the drop from April, 
1938, to April, 1939, was somewhat 
smaller than the change between 
March of the two years. 


Pickford-Fairbanks, 
Chaplin-Korda’s UA 
Holdings Not for Sale 


Holdings of Mary Pickford, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Sr., Charles Chaplin and 
Alexander Korda in United Artists 
Corp. are not for sale, according to 
Miss Pickford’s statement on her ar- 
rival from coast on Saturday (20). 
The Buddy Rogers’ (Mary Pickford) 
are sailing for a four-week tour of 
Europe on May 31. 

Miss Pickford emphatically stated 
she has no intention of disposing of 
her UA interests and feels she is an 
integral part of the motion picture 
industry and no amount of money 
would compensate her for selling 
out. She answered rumors of inter- 
nal dissention in UA ranks by stat- 
ing the five partners are more solidly 
than ever behind the company and 
all its producers, financially and 
otherwise. 

Miss Pickford is considering going 
into production this year and has a 
story tentatively lined up. 

Regarding action of Samuel Gold- 
wyn, in renaming the United Artists 
studio last week, Miss Pickford 
states that the studio plant, ground, 
buildings and permanent equipment 
is the property of Fairbanks and her- 
self. Goldwyn has a lease up to 
1941, with a five-year renewal option 
and the only thing he controls is his 
own lighting and other portable 
equipment. According to terms of 
his lease both she and Fairbanks 
have the option to produce at the 
Goldwyn studios if they desire. 




















CAVALCADE HALTS 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Start of ‘Falling Star,’ formerly 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade,’ the $2,000,000 
Technicolor history of the film in- 
dustry at 20th-Fox, was set back one 





Moulton, United Artists; and Major 
Nathan Levinson, Warners. 


week to permit writing revisions. 
New getaway date is May 29. 


bd 


MAJORS CONTROL 
1% OF GROSS 


Independent Chains Gross 
28% — Remaining 40% 
Comes From the Simon- 
pure Indie Owned or 
Operated Theatres—The 
Indies, Chain or Individ- 
ual, Thus Account for 


68% of the B.O. 








BIG GROWTH IN 5 YRS. 





Growth of independent circuit op- 
erations in America during the last 
five years, which witnessed virtual 
doubling the number of indie chain 
houses, has placed the independent 
theatre operator more than ever in 
command of the U. S. boxoffice. De- 
velopment of the independent thea- 
tre circuit has far outdistanced any 
expansion on the part of affiliated 
cinemas since 1933-34. Late in 1933, 
there were 1,968 film houses op- 
erated by some 233 circuits, while 
at the present time there are about 
3,840 theatres in the independent 
chain setup covered by about 381 
circuits. 


In the same period of time, the af- 
filiated circuits controlled by pr2- 
ducer-distributor majors remained 
almost at a standstill at around 2,350 
houses. This varies little from the 
1938 tabulation of 2,300 theatres, with 
five major affiliates represented. It 
is supposed to include all Para- 
mount partnership alignments. 


Late in 1933, there were actually 
fewer houses under the chain af- 
filiates than now, because of the re- 
ceiverships and legal tangles of that 
era, 

Gross business by major affiliate 
theatres today is figured as amount- 
ing to about 32% of the nation’s 
cinema business, while that done by 
independent circuit houses is tabbed 
at about 28%. The remaining 40% 


at independently owned or operated 
theatres. 


This leaves the independents 
dominantly in charge of the box- 
office, with 68% covering all types 
of indie operations and 32% by af- 
filiated circuits. Some statisticians 
in the trade estimate that gross 
business by independent circuits will 
run about 30% and that the affiliated 
take will be under 30%. In either 
case, the 68% figure for independents 
holds about the same. 

Comparative Seating 


Breakdown of theatres and seat- 
ing capacity plainly revea's how the 
deluxe operations and higher-scaled 
houses on°‘both affiliated and in- 
dependent circuits secure a big share 
of boxoffice intake. Based on a re- 
cent count showing the nation’s film 
house seating capacity as being 
about 11,050,000, affiliated theatres 
account for about 2,400,000 seats. 
The indie circuits represent a seat- 
ing capacity of about 3,000,000, 
while independently operated houses 
(individual operations where three 
theatres gr less are under one man- 
ageme7~) show about 5,650,000 seats. 

Of approximately 17,000 theatres, 
11,000 are individually operated as 
compared with about 6,000 circuit 
operations, although the former rep- 
resents less than 50% of total gross 
receipts. Figures show that ap- 
proximately 6,000 houses are both 
affiliated and independent circuits or 
a ratio of six circuit theatres to 
every 10 individually operated cine- 
mas, 

Survey of theatre operations un- 
dertaken by one organization in the 
trade revealed that the average cir- 
cuit operator, whether affiliate or 
indie, was likely to display more 
showmanship day after day than the 
smaller independent operator. How- 
ever, their check indicated that 
where a number of circuit houses 
were grouped under one banner in 
one community, there often was a 
tendency to display routine show- 
manship. 





INDIES DOMINATE THE BO. 
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Sears’ ‘Juarez’ Poll 





Grad Sears, Warner Bros. gen- 
eral sales chief, pulled an un- 
usual stunt with ‘Juarez’ by poll- 
ing leading exhibitors as to 
whether or not the film should 
be held back until the fall, or 
sent out pronto. 

In view of the better-than-80% 
demands for immediate market- 
ing, June 10 has been set as the 
release date. 

While Warners, as ,company 
policy, is averse to holding back 
product for any reason such as a 
more propitious season or 
weather break, the nature of the 
Paul Muni-Bette Davis film’s 
theme was a puzzler to the WB 
sales exec, hence the poll. 


Shot in the Arm 
For Bway Will 


Be Pre-Releases 











Despite the static boxoffice con- 
dition of Broadway, all theatres are 
pointing to July-August-September 
for a marked upbeat, with a flock 
of pre-releases as the bait. The b.o. 
lethargy parallels the situation in 
Chicago during the 1933 expo, when 
business the first couple of months 
was poor. Then it picked up with 
the same modus operandi—pre-re- 
lease product that the hinterlanders 
couldn’t see for weeks back home, 
plus stronger stage attractions. 

The big crystal-ball act that’s puzz- 
ling showmen, however, is whether 
or not they’ll be so tired out as not 


represents the boxoffice gross tak€;to take in Broadway. It’s admitted 


that the 1,200-odd acres of the N.Y. 
World’s Fair dwarfs anything else, 
in Chicago, Texas or Frisco. 

But in favor of it all is the fact 
that Broadway is a ‘must’ lure, and 
nobody coming to New York con- 
ceivably would pass up the Main 
Drag, no matter how fatigued. 


Charles Munro In 
N. Y. for 6 Weeks On 
Aussie Film Buys 


Charles Munro, managing director 
of Hoyt Theatre Circuit of Australia, 
controlled by National Theatres 
Corp. (20th-Fox) of the US., is in 
New York from the Coast. Trip is 
for usual product deals for Hoyts 
with United Artists, Warners, 20th- 
Fox, RKO, and for conferences with 
Spyros Skouras of National Theatres. 

Executive is remaining in New 
York for six weeks before sailing 
home. 








Dan Carroll Also 

Dan Carroll, head of the Birch- 
Carroll-Coyle circuit and manager 
of the Prince Edward theatre, Syd- 
ney, Australia, is due in New York 
| from the Coast today (Wednesday) 
in connection with the distribution- 
exhibition problem in New South 
Wales. He also will look after deals 
for his interests. 

F. C. Henry, Paramount’s mana- 
ger for the Philippines, also is sched- 
uled to arrive in N. Y. today. 





JOE ENGEL JOINS SHERMAN 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Harry Sherman Productions has 
signed Joseph Engel as production | 
manager. 
Veteran studio head’s last berth 
was the general management of 


Howard Hughes Productions. 
Mrs. Wallis (Louise Fazenda) and 
their two children accomped. 








More Pictures Than Ever Before 
Should Double UA’s World-Wide 
Gross, Silverstone Details Plans 


Returning to New York on Satur- 
day (20) after the sales convention 
held on the Cvast, Murray Silver- 
stone, general manager of United 
Artists, stated UA expects to double 
its world-wide gross business this 
coming year. Prim.ry reason is the 
greater quantity of pictures the com- 
pany had to sell than in previous sea- 
sons. Program will be held flexible, 
and although a minimum of 28 pic- 
tures will be distributed, there may 
finally be more than 32, inasmuch as 
a number of deals with producers 
other than the 11) a:rcady signed up 
avc on the fire. 

Regarding status of Edward T. 
Carr, British sales representative, 
Silverstone averred latter has no in- 
tention of leaving UA and will stay 
in the organization. Carr’s contract 
is a ‘continuation agreement’ renew- 
able from time to time by mutual 
consent, revokable only by advance 
written notice by either party. Sil- 
verstone intimated that compensa- 
tion adjustments in Carr’s contracts 
have been granted the latter. 

Regarding company producers’ 
‘profit-sharing’ plan, designed by Sil- 
verstone to encourage the produc- 
‘ on of more and better pictures by 
their individual producers by re- 
bating distribution costs as grosses 
reach certain levels «* gross receipts, 
Silverstone stated pruducers have 
already begun to share in benefits of 
the plan. One producer has already 
gotten back three aad a hal’ times 
as much in rebates as any of the 
other stockholders. Mary Pickford, 
for another, this year received a 
check for $148,000 under the plan. 
Basis on which she shared in this 
amount was not revealed. Silver- 
s‘one guessed that Chaplin will bene- 
fit from a distribution cust as low as 
15% on his forthcoming ‘Dictator’ 
because of volume of gross business 
expected, 

Chaplin is spending $-,500,000 on 
‘The Dictator’; has completed all cast 
tests and starts shooting in three 
weeks, with picture to be ready for 
delivery in October. He is also 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Jasite Cbeianee Bone Dug Up Again 
On Coast; Hickey Blasts, US. May Act 





Los Angeles, May 23. | 

Zoning and clearance, long a bone 
of contention between independent 
exhibs and major distributors in the 
Southern California exchange terri- 
tory, is becoming more and more ag- 
gravating, with frequent complaints 
aired privately and in public over 
what are claimed to be discrimina- 
tory setups. Matter has reached a 
point where George A. Hickey, 
western district sales supervisor for 
Metro, has voiced the opinion that 
while the local territory ostensibly | 
is split up into so-called zones, the | 
boundaries of such areas are only | 
imaginary lines, and that actually | 
there is no such thing as a zone in| 
the entire area. 

Exhibitor complaints on zoning- 
clearance have been aired for past 
several years, with agents of the 
Department of Justice recently hav- 
ing concluded a prolonged probe of 
conditions as they exist in this ter- 
ritory, based largely upon exhib) 
beefs. This probe, conducted under 
supervision of Albert Law and 
Harold Collins, special assisstants to 
the U. S. Attorney-General, has re- 
sulted in a voluminous report being 
transmitted to Washington, on which 
may or may not be based the Gov- 
ernment’s decision to launch anti- 
trust violation proceedings in this | 
area. 

Protecting an Old Friend 


Hickey’s blast against zoning was | 
occasioned by effort of Albert Gal- 
ston, president of Southern Cali- 
fornia Independent Theatre Owners, 
and his partner, Jay Sutton, to se- 
cure a Metro first-run for new 25c 
nabe house which they are erecting 
on Whittier blvd. in outlying Los 
Angeles. Operators endeavored to 
secure priority of M-G product over 
long-established Strand, operated by 
Paul Swickart, and located less than 
a mile distant. Hickey refused point 
blank to entertain the Galston-Sut- 
ton offer, and insisted that regard- 
less of what interpretation they 
might put on zoning setup, and 
rights claimed by. them, he would 
continue to protect the Strand, cus- 
tomer of many years’ standing. 


Another zoning controversy as- 
suming major proportions is at 
Oceanside, Cal., about 100 miles 
south of Los Angeles. Here Fred 
Seigel, operator of two theatres, is 
protesting the zoning which forces 
him to follow 14 days after San 
Diego first run closing. His situa- 
tion, he claims, is particularly ag- 
gravated by fact that Fox-West Coast, 
which has majority of first runs in 
the border city, has innovated move- 
over policy of first-run pictures, so 
that instead of getting product 14 
days after end of first week run, he 
is obliged to wait an additional 











week. 
Beef Along the Beach 


Seigel contends that Laguna 
Beach, small resort colony, much 
closer to Santa Ana, Cal., than 


Oceanside is to San Diego, has a 
seven-day break off former town, 
and as majority of features play only 
four or five days in Santa Ana, 
availability for Laguna is frequently 
advanced to 12 days after first run 
opening there. On top of this, Seigel 
complains that zoning setup permits 
San Clemente, small town few miles 
south of Laguna and nearest town 
to Oceanside, to play product seven 
days after Laguna, or from 10 to 12 
da¥s before his patrons get a 
chance to view the films. 

General consensus is that unless 
Government steps in shortly and de- 
fines zone regulations, conciliation 
will have- to be reinstated in this 
area to iron out the situation. 


Texas Exhib’s Suit 
Dallas, May 23. 

Into court here will go nine dis- 
tribuiing firms Saturday (27) to 
show cause why an injunction should 
not be issued against them, restrain- 
ing them from delaying release of 
feature films to B. R. McLendon, of 
Ailanta, Texas. McLendon claims he 
has had to wait a month for firsi- 
runs after they had been shown at 
Texarkana, while his contract called 
for him to get them within a ‘reason- 
able’ time. This, he said, means 
from 5-15 days. 

Defendants are 20th-Fox, United 
Artists, Paramount, Vitagraph, Me- 
tro, Loew’s, RKO-Radio, Columbia 
and Universal. 


M-G Renews Marin 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Edwin L. Morin drew a new direc- 
tor contract at Metro. 
' His most recent job was ‘Maisie.’ 





Craven Returns to Pix 
As Lead im Par’s ‘Carters’ 


Hollywood, May 23. 





Frank Craven, Pulitzer prize win- | 


ner in ‘Our Town,’ shifts to pictures 
again as the male lead in Para- 
mount’s pastoral, ‘Our Neighbors— 
the Carters.’ 

Charles R. Rogers production rolls 
in about two weeks with Fay Bainter 
in the femme lead. 


MAJORS MUST ANSWER 
LA CROSSE TRUST SUIT 


Milwaukee, May 23. 
Defendants in the $1,050,000 suit of 
the La Crosse Theatres, Inc., against 
major motion picture distributing 
companies in the country were or- 
dered Saturday (20) by Federal 
Judge Gunnar Nordby to answer 
questions put to them adversely by 
counsel for the La Crosse Theatres, 
Inc. 
Notice of Judge Nordby’s order 
was received here by Robert A. 
Hess and Eugene Saunders, counsel 
for the plaintiff. Hess said the or- 
der paves the way for trial of the 
plaintiff’s charges of a conspiracy in 
restraint of trade. 
The defendants in the case, in ad- 
dition to a number of individuals, are 
the Paramount, 20th-Fox, United 
Artists, Wellworth Theatres of Wis- 
consin and the Minnesota Amuse- 
ment Co. (Par). 
The complaint against the film 
companies, Hess said, alleges that 
they attempted to ‘freeze’ the La 
Crosse Theatres, Inc., out of busi- 
ness after a deal in 1934 to sell the 
theatres to a national chain fell 
through. 


Saville Delays London 
Trek to Prep Two Pics 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Victor Saville postponed his trip 
to England and remains at Metro for 
six more weeks to work on two 
stories to be filmed in London. 
Pictures are ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ 
starring Norma Shearer, and ‘Bus- 
man’s Holiday,’ with Robert Mont- 
gomery in top spot. Miss Shearer 
leaves for London about Aug. 1. 


Freddie De-Starred 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Freddie Bartholomew has been 
dropped from the -tar ranks by 
Metro. 
He changes places with James 
Stewart, upped from featu~ed billing. 




















SAPOLIOED ‘ANGELS’ 
Hollywood, May 23. 

Warners is cleaning up a sequel to 
the Cagney-O’Brien production, ‘An- 
gels With Dirty Faces,’ to be titled 
‘Angels Wash Their Faces.’ 

The Dead End kids will scrub be- 
hind the ears. 








BATTLING STIRN 
Files Points in His Appeal Against 
RKO Reorganization 





Ernest W. Stirn, the battling RKO 
stockholder, has filed the points he 
will depend on for his appeal to be 
heard in the N.Y. Circuit Court of 
Appeals on June 5. He requests the 
Circuit Court to reverse Judge Wil- 
liam Bondy’s decision, and send the 
case back to the Federal court for 
more hearings on fairness, as regards 
the reorganizatica plan. 
| The points are: (1) A unanimous 





| vote for Class A stock was not se- 
icured in 1931 when the stock was 
|converted to common. 

(2) The Federal court has refused 
to aceept his proof of this alleged 
fact. 
| (3) Rockefeller Center, Inc., is not 
|entitled to more than three years’ 
| rent, 

(4) Forty-five per cent of the RKO 
| debentures were illegally filed. 
| (5) The conduct of Atlas and the 
Radio Corp. of America, whereby 
M. H. Aylesworth, director of Irving 
| Trust, was promised profits of Atlas 
|for aiding them, is in violation of 
| sections K and O of 77B of the bank- 
;}ruptcy act. 
| (6) Atlas has invaded the province 
|of Irving Trust, RKO’s trustee. 
| (7) The court erred in allowed 
claims to be filed after the original 
|order preventing claims from being 
| filed after June 28, 1934. 
(8) Odlum, Rathvon, Nast and 
Ehrman are claimed to have conflict- 
ing interests, and no right on the 
RKC board, as they are represented 
on the Paramount board. 
(9) There is no definite proof of an 
underwriting agreement forthcom- 
ing. 


KEOUGH DENIES 
FELS PREJUDICE 


Austin C. Keough, vice-president, 
general counsel, secretary and direc- 
tor of Paramount Pictures, Inc., filed 
an answer with the Department of 
Justice in N.Y., Wednesday (17), to 
the remarks made concerning his 
statements by Paul Williams, special 
assistant U.S. attorney - general. 
Keough referred to those statements 
of his, quoted by Williams, to the 
effect that Paramount had refused to 
license their films to Rubin Frels in 
1933-34, as they considered him an 
ungrateful customer, for having par- 
ticipated in the planning, and as- 
sisted in the financing of a suit in 
Texas, by B. Legg against Para- 
mount, 

Keough says that he understands 
that the impression sought to be 
created is that Paramount had sought 
to inflict punishment on Frels, be- 
cause he had sued the company. This 
statement, says Keough, is untrue. 
Williams, the Par v.p. declares, read 
only a small portion of the testi- 
mony, and omitted reading that por- 
tion explaining the reasons. 


The testimony will show, Keough 
continues, that Paramount licensed 
Frels in the 1930-31 and 1931-32 sea- 
sons for first run product even 
though it owned a 50% interest in 
opposition theatres, which also 
wanted the product. Par felt that 
as Frels had been a customer for 
years the company would continue 











Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, May 23. 

RKO hoisted John Farrow’s di- 
rector option. 

Dr. Burton F. Miller inked new 
pact as sound engineer at Warners. 

Dorothy Lovett’s stock player op- 
tion lifted by RKO. 

Warners handed new player ticket 
to Ronald Reagan. 

Ann Morriss drew a new player 
pact at Metro. 

Warners renewed Donald Siegel's 
player pact. 

Nanette Fabares inked player con- 
tract at Warners. 

Frankie Burke obtained a release 
from his Warners covenant. 

Hugh Cummings drew a new ticket 
as dialog director at Warners. 

RKO signed Anthony Collins, 
British composer. 

Paramount obtained court ap- 
proval of minor contracts with Betty 
McLaughlin, Patsy Mace, Jane Webb 
and Jackie Roberts. 

Metro renewed Virginia Grey's 
player pact. 

John Arnold handed new ticket 











as Metro camera department head. 


to service him. 


Despite this fact, the affidavit re- 
cites, Frels was stirring up as much 
trouble as he possibly could in prod- 
ding others to bring actions against 
Paramount, which had no merit at 
all, and in which Par was accused 
of conspiracy with other majors. 


For example, the Legg action, 
which Frels helped finance, sought 
to prevent Par from licensing iis 
pictures to a competitor of Legg’s. 
This action was tossed out. There- 
fore, Paramount did not want to con- 
tinue business under those circum- 
stances, 

In 1935, Keough further revealed, 
Frels brought a triple damage action 
against Paramount and the other 
majors, in which he again charged 
conspiracy. He lost this action. 

Paramount further offered to li- 
cense Frels in the 1934-35 season 
with product in Victoria, Texas, and 
all its product in the rest of Texas 
where he had theatres. Frels de- 
manded all the product in Victoria, 
which Paramount refused to give. 

Therefore, concludes Keough, 
Paramount has never refused an ex- 
hibitor product because he was a 
witness against them in a suit, and 
never will. 
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A Point for the Majors im U. S. Suit 


e 





Federal Judge William Bondy on Thursday (18) filed an opinion in 
the N. Y, federal court greatly favoring the major companies in their 
defense in the Department of Justice’s monopoly suit against them. 
This opinion relates to the request by the Department to have Judge 
Bondy recind his former order which required it to detail in full, as to 
the names of individuals and theatres, which the U. S. claimed were 
forced to sell out to the majors. The U. S. had sought to withhold the 
names on the grounds that the defendants might retaliate on these 
individuals, some of whom were in their employ, and others who were 
carrying on business relations with the defendants. 

Judge Bondy’s opinion declared, ‘The Department of Justice is 
directed to furnish at the present time the particulars required in 
Paragraph 8 of the consolidated motion with respect to all the instances 
referred to in Paragraph 188 of the petition, except that in cases where 
the petitioner has been requested not to disclose such information prior 
to the trial of the action by individuals whose testimony is relied on to 
establish the allegations of Paragraph 188 of the petition, and who now 
have business relations with any of the defendants, the petition need 
not furnish these particulars at the present time, but must do so not 
less than 30 days before the trial of the action, In this way, the fear of 
retaliation and reprisals expressed by the attorneys for the petitioner 
will be allayed, and the defendants will have an opportunity to prepare 
for trial with respect to the allegations of Paragraph 188 of the petition. 
The court intimates no opinion, however, that any such fear of retalia- 
tion is well founded. In all other respects the motion is denied.’ 

















UJ. §. Bill of Particulars in Answer 
To UA Is Similar to All the Others 





The Department of Justice filed a 
bill of particulars in N. Y. federal 
court in respect to United Artists 
Corp., leaving only Columbia still 
unserved. The bill resembles its 
predecessor, in that it repeats almost 
all of those allegations, with the 
same vagueness, and only in isolated 
instances touches on a new subject. 
In this respect the Government states 
it does not know the exact period 
when UA excluded ali other inde- 
pendent producers from its first run 
theatres but believes it to be some- 
where from 1918 to date. 


Next, the Department says that 
UA had knowledge of the division of 
territory which resulted from the ac- 
quisition of the theatres by the de- 
fendants. 


UA allegedly extended, ‘priority 
and preference’ between 1918 and 
the present time. 

The Government says that, in re- 
serving product, UA was acting pur- 
suant to agreements; the times, 
places, whether in writing, or oral, it 
does not know. In substance, each 
defendant reserves films distributed 
by itself, for licensing until such 
time as the pictures are desired by 
each, and all had been selected. 


Further, the Government charges 
that UA has been engaged in all the 
unfair trade practices in coercive 
selling, such as threats to deprive 
independent exhibitors of product, 
purchasing theatre sites in the neigh- 
borhood of the indepedent, and 
threatening to build, threatening to 
purchase an equity in the indepen- 
dent theatre, and gain control, and 
lastly, unreasonable clearance. 


Next, UA is accused of having 
knowledge, consented to, and having 
connived in unscrupulous overbuy- 
ing. 

It is the duty of the producer, de- 
clared the Government, to find out, 
prior to licensing product, whether 
the exhibitor can legitimately use 
that product, to prevent overbuying. 
Rentals ‘Arbitrary, Discriminatery’ 

The Department adds, film rentals 
have been arbitrary, unconscionable, 
and discrimininatory, because they 
are based on exhibitors’ value of pic- 
tures, which are too high, and be- 
cause rentals are’ often higher for 
an independent than for an affiliate, 
even though for the same or indenti- 
cal pictures, or the same or identical 
runs. In this respect, the Govern- 
ment declares it could not name the 
specific UA pictures involved. 

The U. S. attack continues with 
the statement that UA has refused 
to license many of its pictures unless 
the independent agrees to take them 
on terms, based on a percentage of 
the gross. Because of this, the in- 
dependent is forced to take the film 
UA’s way, if he wishes to stay in 
business. 

In a general statement, the Gov- 
ernment says that franchises and 
agreements between the defendants 
and their affiliates are selective in 
character, in that the affiliated thea- 
tres are given the option to license 
some or all of the feature pictures 
released or distributed during a film 
season by the defendants. Usually 
the option extends to a greater num- 
ber of feature pictures released by 
any one defendant, than the particu- 





lar affiliated theatre nominally se- 
lecits. Further, the affiliated thea- 


tres are not usually required to se- 
lect the pictures they desire to ex- 
hibit, until such time as they remain 
available, and not until the pictures 
to which the aforesaid option ex- 
tends have been rejected by the 
affiliated theatres, are they available 
to competing unaffiliated theatres. 
In addition, affiliated theatres are 
not usually required to pay for pic- 
tures which they do not chose to ex- 
hibit. 

Lastly, it is stated that UA acted 
pursuant to agreements in refusing 
to sell second or subsequent runs, 
because in such situations the inde- 
pendent exhibitors are in competi- 
tion with the affiliated theatres. UA 
became a party to this in 1928 is the 
statement. 

The bill of particulars covers 24 
pages. 


ROACH STUDIO ENDS 
SIESTA, 2 MARK TIME 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Hal Roach studio resumes work 
May 31 after a six-week layoff, with 
Laurel-Hardy comedy, ‘Chump at 
Oxford,’ going into production. Next 
on the slate is ‘The Housekeeper’s 
Daughter,’ readied for an early June 
start with Roach directing. 

Boris Morros has signed Edward 
Sutherland to direct ‘The Flying 
Deuces,’ formerly ‘The Aviators,’ star- 
ring Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy 
for RKO release. Picture rolls on 
General Service lot around July 1. 
Morros has ’em on loan from Roach. 


LAZARUS-SCHLAIFER 


On Stand—But Attorney 
Steals the Show 














Raftery 





Examination before trial of United 
Artists officials resumed in the N. Y. 
federal court Monday (22) with Paul 
Lazarus of the contract department, 
and L. Jack Schlaifer, western di- 
vision sales manager on the stand, 
being questioned by special assistant 
attorney general Seymour Krieger. 
Lazarus departed early after giving 
a brief history of his career in the 
picture business and how contracts 
operate. 

Schlaifer was questioned at length 
about his territory, with the Depart- 
ment of Justice assaying vainly to 
establish that affiliated theatres are 
given preference in the distribution 
of pictures, and trying to make some 
vague issue out of clearance and 
zoning. No question which might 
lead to anything was allowed to be 
answered by the watchful Edward C. 
Raftery, UA attorney. It was the 
latter who provided the only excite- 
ment of the day when Schlaifer was 
asked what ‘B’ pictures of United 
Artists are given to certain exhibi- 
tors. 

Rising indignantly before the wit- 
ness could answer, Raftery howled 
‘B pictures: Man, United Artists 
only makes A pictures!’’ 

Exam continued yesterday ‘Tues.’ 


Hays Meet June 14 
Quarterly directors’ meeting of th« 
Hays office will be held in New 
York June 14. 








Will Hays arrived in N.Y. from the 
Coast last week. 
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Tomorrow (Thurs.) Is the Day for N. Y. 
Allied’s ; Open Forum to Air Pix Beefs 


With tomorrow (Thurs.) set aside | 
for the purpose of holding an open 
forum on anything concerning the | 
industry that is brought up on the} 
floor, Max A. Cohen, president of 
Allied Theatre Owners of New | 
York, has been informed many film | 
leaders will attend the final day of | 
the convention in N. Y. and hopes | 
that constructive progress may be, 
the result. The convention opened 
yesterday (Tues.)-at the Hotel Astor, 
N. Y., continues through today 
(Wed.), and winds up tomorrow 
night (Thurs.). 

In proposing an open discussion 
of trade problems, with no holds 
barred and everyone welcome, 
Cohen stated in advance that N. Y. 
Allied is doing this not because it 
has any axe to grind or is gunning 
for anyone, but because it believes 
the film industry is a big one 
and everything should be done to 
keep it that way. So that no im- 
pression may prevail that he wants 
to do any steering at the open forum, 
the aggressive Allied leader said that 
he will not even make a speech the 
day it is held. 

It will be the first time in the his- 
tory of the business and exhibitor 
politics, however, that anyone at- 
tending can get up and say what he 
thinks of the other fellow, of prob- 
lems or of conditions, however, 
Cohen reminded. 

Attendance at the open forum 
promises to be highly representa- 
tive and, aside from fireworks, may 
prove to be an important step for- 
ward in the movement to better dis- 
tributor-exhibitor relations and 
maintain regulation from within, of 
which Cohen is an ardent supporter. 


Top Execs to Attend 


While the door will be open ‘even 
to the cop on the corner’ during the 
whole convention, and others are 
likely to swell the list attending, 
particularly for the open forum, ac- 
ceptances so far include the follow- 
ing sales executives: 

William F. Rodgers, general sales 
manager of Metro; Tom Connors, 
easter-Canadian sales mgr. of Metro; 
Neil N. Agnew, v.p. over sales for 
Par; Joe Unger, eastern-Canadian 
sales chief with Par; George J. 
Schaefer, president of RKO; Ned. E. 
Depinet, head of RKO Distributing 
Corp.; Jules Levy, RKO general 
sales mgr.; Grad Sears, head of War- 
ner Bros. sales; William Sussman, 
eastern general sales :agr. of 20th- 
Fox; Harry Gold, v.p. of UA over 
eastern sales; Eddie Golden, v.p. in 
charge of distribution for Monogram; 
George W. Weeks, gen ral sales mgr. 
of Mono; and, if in town, Nate Blum- 
berg, U president; Bill Scully, v.p. 
over U sales, and James R. Grainger, 
Republic sales chieftain. 

In addition to Allied leaders from 
States other than New York, topped 
by naticnal president H. A. Cole and 
Abram F. Myers, general counsel 
and chairman of the board, leaders 
of other (competitive) exhibitor 
bodies are going to attend. These 
include Harry Brandt, president of 
the Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn. of New York, which has no 
affiliations with Allied. 

The N. Y. Allied convention 
Opened yesterday (Tues.) with ap- 
pointment of committees and other 
routine action; followed at night by 
receiving-entertaining by the recep- 
tion committee which includes num- 
erous distrib execs in N. Y., mostly 
district sales mgrs. 

Today (Wed.) Col. Cole and Myers, 
top men in Allied States Assn., will 
address the convention and reports 
of the resolutions and gr -evance 


| 








committees will be received. Lunch 
will be held in the Astor ballroom 
tomorrow (Thurs.) at noon, with the 
open forum following. 





MPTOA Not to Attend 


Explaining that he could see no) 


benefits to be derived for Allied or 
the Motion Picture Theatres Ow ners | 
of America by his attending the 10th | 
annual convention in Minneapolis, | 


last week wired W. A. Steffes, chair- 











| tion by my attendance. 
Ed Kuykendall, president of MPTOA, | 





(MAE WEST TOUR ENDS 
AS FILM DEAL PENDS 


Mae West winds up her personal 
tour following her unit’s three-day 
date at the Rivoli, Toledo, where she 
opens Friday (26). 

She'll return immediately to the 
Coast where a picture deal is pend- 
ing. 








Bad in Cincy 
Cincinnati, May 23. 
Latest attempt of indie promoters 
to buck RKO, which long has con- 
trolled the burg’s major vaude stands, 


| by booking Mae West for seven days, 


did a brodie here last week at the 
Taft auditorium. Miss West’s ‘Holly- 
wood Revue’ was paired with ‘To- 
night or Never’ (Par) for grind show- 
ings at 40-65c scale with the gross 
being less than $13,000, bad. House 
seats 2,500, but is off the beaten path. 

Graciousness of Miss West, how- 
ever, according to grapevine info, 
saved backers from taking it on the 
chin. She’s reliably reported to have 
kicked back enough from her share 
to square everything. 





Press Pique Over 
Stanwyck - Taylor’s 
S. D. Wedding Scoop 


San Diego, May 23. 
The burn of a city editor over 
being scooped on the Robert Taylor- 
Barbara Stanwych wedding here is 
having repercussions in a series of 


front-page blasts charging the film 
pair’s license was issued illegally. 
Principal target is former district 
attorney Thomas Whelan, who claims 
to hold an appointment as deputy 
county clerk. Whelan issued the 
Taylor-Stanwych license, kept it 
secret. A week later the pair were 
married in his home here. 

Whelan had promised The Sun 
(Scripps-Howard) a ‘big story’ and 
kept his word a few hours later by 
announcing the marriage. It so hap- 
pens that he made the announcement 
on Sunday long after the final edi- 
tion had gone to press, so the yarn 
proved a clean break for the opposi- 
tion next morning, Sun being a p.m. 

Sun went overboard on pictures of 
the license, quotation of obscure stat- 
utes, etc., to show ‘Evidence of Ille- 
gality.’ Paper got a deputy district 
attorney to issue an opinion that 
Whelan had “acted as a deputy mar- 
riage clerk without legal authority’ 
and quoted the law on it. 


Hiller Hoffman Drowns 


Minneapolis, May 23. 
Hiller Hoffman, veteran Twin City 
independent exhibitor, was drowned 
when his boat overturned during a 
fishing trip. 
His wife and a companion were 
rescued, 














man of the convention, that he would 
not attend. He wound up his mes- 
sage by expressing the wish that 
Allied have a well-attended con- 
structive convention. 

His message to Steffes: ‘Because 
Allied and MPTOA have such wide- 
ly different approaches to national 
problems of this industry, and be- 
cause I feel that the placing of my- 
self and members of my organiza- 
tion on your committee was in jest, 
and that we would not feel like in- 
jecting our viewpoints into your 
convention. ..feeling also that what- 
ever came out of the open discus- 
sions, your board of directors would 
| still speak for the convention, as in 
the past, I can see no benefits to be 
derived from your or my organiza- 
I also have 
meetings scheduled with the state 
MPTOA units at this time.’ 





EXTRAS STICK TO GUILD 





NITONOMY OFFER. E D.R.’s Peeve at H wood Mishandling 
VOTED DOWN. 0-1 Seen Behind Ban on Future USN Co-op 


Petition Before NLRB for) 
Dual Groups Will Be Dis-| 


missed—New Wage Scale 
Being Drafted for Day 
Workers— Weed Out 
Trouble Makers 


PLAYWRIGHTS PAT 





Hollywood, May 23. 

Film extras have turned thumbs 
down on an offer of autonomy from 
the Screen Actors Guild. Vote in 
favor of retaining present affiliation, 
with the SAG continuing to act as 
bargaining representative for the at- 
mosphere players, ran better than 
60 to 1. Out of 5,800 ballots mailed 
Class B members, vote ran 3,962 to 65. 

Action of the extras will pave the 
way for dismissal of petitions now 
pending before the National Labor 
Relations Board for certification of 
dual organizations as bargaining 
agent for the players. Most import- 
ant of these is petition of Cinema 
Players, Inc., which has openly been 
making bids for support of extras. 

Ballot also will call for more strict 
policy by SAG tops in controlling ac- 
tivities of the extras. A campaign 
is already being mapped to eliminate 
the undesirables who have been at- 
tacking Guild leadership. Charges 
are being preferred against more 
than a dozen who have been agita- 
ting for formation of rival organiza- 
tions. | 

First move will be to start enforce- 
ment of SAG by-law against a mem- 
ber holding a card in another trades 
union. Saturday (20) was deadline 
for members to surrender such cards 
or drop their affiliation with the 
Guild. Tops estimate that between 
500 and 1,000 players will be elimi- 
nated from the extra ranks when 
check of cards is made and order 
becomes effective. 


Ready New Wage Scale 


Ralph Morgan, SAG prexy, and 
Kenneth Thomson, executive secre- 
tary, expressed pleasure over over- 
whelming endorsement by the extras 
of Guild policies. It was announced 
that work will immediately be 
pushed on preparation of a new 
wage scale to be recommended to the 
standing committee. This will con- 
sist largely of reclassification of va- 
rious extra pay brackets, but is ex- 
pected to increase annual earnings 
of thousands of players. 

Extras, in addition to nixing au- 
tonomy offer, selected 17 members 
to fill vacancies on the SAG Coun- 
cil. A total of 54 candidates qual- 
ified, representatives from every 
group being on the ballot. 

Test case of April 16 election, 
which was voided by SAG for lack 
of a quorum, has been withdrawn in 
Superior Court. Following with- 
drawal, SAG issued the following 
statement: | 

‘Messrs. Eddie Aquilina, Paul Cook 
and Ed Heim on May 1, 1939, brought 
suit against the Guild on the ground 
that the Guild’s ruling that the elec- 
tion of April 16 was invalid because 
of lack of a quorum was illegal, and 
secured an injunction which delayed 
the election by mail ballot which has 
just been completed. 

‘When the case was heard in court 
the injunction was dissolved and 
the judge was about to rule on the 
demurrer when the attorney for 
Aquilina, Cook and Heim asked for 
time to file authorities. Instead of 
filing authorities he filed a com- 
pletely new suit on different grounds. 
The Guild was then put 
different 


on two completely counts. 


‘The Guild’s attorneys appeared in | 
court prepared to go ahead with the | 


trial and found that the opposing at- 
torneys had dismissed the case 
against the Guild. 


lessly put by reason of this action 
is approximately $3,000. It would 
be impossible to estimate the total 
loss to the Guild by reason of loss 
(Continued on page 16) 


to the! 
trouble of preparing for its defense 





The actual cost | 
to which the Guild has been need- | 





NICKY ARNSTEIN SUES 
OVER “WASHINGTON SQ.’ 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Suit to enjoin 20th-Fox from fur- 





to determine damages was filed here 


for Jules Arndt 
Nicky Arnstein. 


Stein otherwise 
Libel and invasion 


ture dialog involving Alice Faye and 
Tyrone Power, who allegedly por- 
tray Arnstein and his former wife, 
Fanny Brice. 

Action alleges Arnstein withdrew 
picture revived that status. Miss 
about the dialog and demanded $50,- 
000, but no settlement or legal ac- 
tion has occurred as result of the 
comedienne’s demands. 





Royalty’s Newsreels 


Shipped by Air Across 
Atlantic; 1st Such Use 


With motion picture of 
Canada’s greeting to England's king 
and queen on board, newreels 
the first time took advantage of the! 


initial commercial Atlantic flight by 
any airplane this week. Newsreel 
executives in New York viewed the 
attempt to operate scheduled plane 
flights between U. S. and Europe as 
giving them a break on coverage on 
the continent, and speeding distribu- 
tion of stories throughout Europe 
and the Orient. 

Beaten by still photographs, radio 
and newspapers on coverage of cru- 
cial events in Central Europe, news- 
reel officials believe this commercial 
plane service opens up vast poten- 
tialties. Stories photographed in 
Europe may be shown in -U. S. in 
three days, it is hoped. 

Chief obstacle at first in handling 
film will be the high cost. News- 
reel execs figured 800 to 900 feet of 
film cost approximately $100 to ship 
across the Atlantic, figured at the 
letter rate of 30c for each half ounce. 
At the present time the new duty 
on newsreels in Great Britain comes 
to about the same amount. 

As result of this high shipping 
cost, care will have to be taken by 
executive offices both in this coun- 
try and abroad in trimming footage 
to the absolute minimum rather than 
shipping a number of films and per- 
mitting the editorial staffs in the 
different countries to edit the foot- 
age down. 





stories 





‘Commercialism’ Angle 


Toronto, May 23. 
Still photograpiiers and newsreel 
cameramen were unable to obtain 


and Queen Elizabeth when the fa- 
mous babes met royalty this week. 
Lensers were told that the British 


graphed with the quins because the 


company and in film features for 
20th-Fox. 
Dominion police were instructed to 


seize any pictures taken. 











Metro Buys Runyon’s 
‘Prez’: ‘Henry’ for Morgan 





Hollywood, May 23, 
W. C. Tuttle's 
‘Henry Goes to Ari- 
as a Starrer for Frank Mor 


Metro bought 
morous yarn, 
zona,’ 
gan. 

| tion by Harry Rapf. 


ther showings of ‘Rose of Washing- | 
ton Square’ and accounting of profits | 


today in Superior Court by attorneys | 


of privacy rights is charged in pic- | 


from the public eye '0 years ago and | 


Brice also squawked to the studio! ent afloat. 


for | 


any pictures of the Dionne quin- 
tuplets together with King ag 





| 
Washington, May 23. 
New restrictions on newsreel shot 
of the navy were revealed last weelt 
coincident with disclosure that Pres- 
| ident Roosevelt’s peeve is behind re- 
| fusal of Coast Guard cooperation to 
|} two studios planning features built 
| around the life-saving corps. 


Supplemental to the general pol- 
icy laid down last year, Admiral 
|Claude C. Bloch, commander-in-chief 
of the U. S. Fleet, recently advised 
ijall units that written agreements 
must be made with both still and 
cinema lensers before allowing any 
| shots to be made of events under 
| supervision of the navy, or requir- 
|ing the facilities and assistance of 
lthe naval establishment. Floating 
censors were designated to supervise 
all camera operations, under the di- 
rection of the Senior Officer pres- 
| Under the letter, sent to the en- 
tire fleet under date of April 25, 
business with the press, radio, and 
films is to be conducted, whenever 
practicable, through the commandant 
of the nearest naval district, with 
the chief and assistant intelligence 
officers at San Diego and San Pedro 
in charge at the home bases. Inno- 
vation is the creation of press rela- 
tions boss aboard ship, wii officers 
designated as Intelligence Officers 
instructed to act as the official rep- 
resentatives of flag and commanding 
rs in granting or denying per- 
mission to make camera shots. 

Pooling of Films 


Special contract forr- were cir- 
culated to cover relations with film 
companies, with notation tha? pool- 
ing of films is desired, but not man- 
datory. Under the agreement, foot- 
age must be forwarded to the com- 
mandant, Third Naval District, New 
York, for reviewing and censoring. 
Company representatives must give 
written promise to submit promptly 
all prints, lavenders, and negatives 
of condemned film to naval authori- 
ties, Retention of disapproved foot- 
age will make the individuals in- 
volved liable to prosecution under 
the espionage act, contract says. 

Although there was no relation be- 
tween the two events, information 
leaked almost simultaneously that 
the treasury department has refused 
tu make men, shore equipment, or 
vessels available to two conpanies— 
reputedly Columbia and Warner 
Bros.—seeking aid in shooting films 
in which the Coast Guard figures im- 
portantly, The treasury ogled one 
script, but would go no farther. 

Unfriendly attitude toward the 
film industry is due to President 
Roosevelt’s displeasure over scenes 
in a prior feature in which the 
Coast Guard aided. After witnessing 
the pic at the White House, t' Chief 
Exec irately telephoned Secretary 





evening to protest about sequence 
which reflected on the character of 
the Coast Gaurd personnel. As a 
result, Secretary Morgen.i.au has his 
fingers crossed and neither assistance 
nor official approval will be forth- 
| ne 








| Halliday, Wright to Split 


rulers did not want to be photo-| 


_ Par’s Studio Story Dept. 


latter had posed for a breakfast food | 


A split of the duties of Manny 
Wolfe, Paramount studio story edi- 
tor, who will be succeeded by Rich- 
ard Halliday and Bill Wright, is said 
to have been recommended by Y. 
Frank Freeman, v.p. over plant ad- 
ministration, on the ground the work 





hu- 


was too much for one man. Halli- 
day, eastern story editor, will su- 
pervise story buying, while Wright 


| will handle the writers, assignments, 


etc. Wright has been an associate 
producer on the Harold Hurley unit. 
Successor to Halliday at the home 


office has not been appointed. Helen 


Picture is for summer produc- | 


Studio also closed a deal for. 
Damon Runyon's tale, ‘They Called 
on the President,’ after. several 


'weeks of dickering. 


Strauss, long with Paramount and 
in production, including with Wal- 


| ter Wanger, when he was releasing 


through Par, is a strong candidate. 
When Halliday was away recently, 
she handled his work at the home 


| office, 








of the Treasury Morgenthau latgene-- - 
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TATSE Revokes Studio Local 31, 





Issues 5 New Film Labor Charters 








Hollywood, May 23, CO-OP MICH. EXHIBS IN 


The IATSE revoked the charter of 
Technicians Local 37 and issued five 
new charters to cover 6,000 film 
workers affiliated with the outlawed 
local, J. W. Buzzell, Central Labor 
Council secretary, has asked for a 


N.Y. FOR PIC BUYING 


Delegation representing the Co- 
operative Theatre Owners of Michi- 
gan, Inc., is in New York from 








new instrument following authoriza- 


Detroit, including Fred De Lodder, 


tion from AFL’s William Green to | PTS: Fred De Lodder, Jr., Carl Buer- 


handle the situation. Wage scales | 
and working conditions for the new | 


mele, 
Komer. 


manager, and Charles A. 
Exhibitors will huddle with 


crafts will be negotiated upon the |} 20th-Fox and Paramount sales ex- 


return of Pat Casey, producers’ labor | ecutives and take in the Fair. 


contact. 


Buermele stated that the 95 mem- 


Brigham Rose, attorney for the | bers of the association have just 


technicians’ local, 
citations would be filed against all 
labor heads involved in the charter 
revocation, and that affidavits are 
being prepared for early action. 


Rose, at opening court sesh, said | 


he would prove existence of con- 
spiracy between IA heads and pic- 
ture producers for perpetual emer- 





said contempt | Signed up for another three-year 


term. Also said board of directers 
has ratified agreement with its mem- 
bership to permit any theatre own- 
ers to join the Allied States Ex- 
'hibitors organization of Michigan. 
| Membership in both groups had been 
prohibited up to two months ago. 





Coe Game Se wcdlen’ te! $76,000 Additional For 


declared Local 37 was sold down 
the river and one official was given 
gratuity of $100,000. First witness 
was Steve Newman, former inter- 
national rep of IA, who told of or- 
ganizing Local 37 upon granting of 


Will Rogers Memorial 


Norman, Okla., May 23. 





charter Jan. 1, 1925. 

New crafts chartered by the IA 
are Motion Picture Studio Grips Lo- 
cal 86, embracing studio property 
men, swing gang men, nursery men, | 
set dressers, propmakers, prop- | 
miniature men, upholsterers, drapers 
and special effects men; Local 44, | 
embracing motion picture studio la- | 
borers and utility workers; Local | 
727, covering studio projectionists; 
Local 165, studio chief electricians, | 
floor men, lamp operators and all 
persons handling electrical ap- 
paratus used in making and taking 
of motion and still pictures with the 
exception of those in Sound Record- 
ing Local 728. 

Drastic move was made by the 
IA on the eve of superior court 
hearings on suits filed by IA and 





} Rogers 


A check for $76,000 was given the 


| Oklahoma University Board of Re- 


gents yesterday (22) by RFC chair- 
man Jesse Jones, head of the Will 
memorial commission, to 
serve as a living memorial to Rogers. 
Funds will be used to help worthy 
students gain an education. 

This makes $125,000 of the fund 
spent in Oklahoma to honor its fore- 
most son. The sum of $25,000 was 
given the Bacone Indian School at 
Muskogee, Okla., and the balance has 
gone to build the Will Rogers Me- 
morial building at Claremore, Okla. 


Exhibs Win 1% Tax im La. 


Baton Rouge, La., May 23. 
Holding that films purchased out- 








Local 37 against each other in No. | side the state and shown in public 
37’s_ fight for restoration of au-!exhibitions are given under a re- 
tonomy and reinstatement of local | stricted copyright and are not leased 
offices, tossed out when the Inter-j|as personal tangible property, Dis- 


national] seized the union. 


STUDIO REPAIRS WILL 
COST REP. $100,000 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Republic studio is to get a major 
operation with the arrival from New 
York of Joseph Coffman, chief en- 
gineer of the Herbert Yates enter- 
prises. 

Coffman's first estimate of im- 
provements is $100,000 to be followed 
by the erection of new sound stages 
and other necessary buildings. 

Six new pictures roll at Republic 

» next month, beginning June 2 with 
third of the Higgins Family series, 
to be directed by Gus Meins. Others 
are ‘The Fighting Cowboy,” (5); 
‘Timberline Cowboys,’ (10); ‘Proba- 
tion Nurse,’ (15); ‘G-Men,’ (15); and 
‘Here Comes the Showboat,” (22). 

Herbert Yates, head of Rep, is lay- 
ing out $750,000 for ‘Storm Over In- 
dia.” Film is based on an Achmed 
Abdullah yarn about the British ad- 
ministration of India. It rolls about 
July 15. 


Col. After Bilt Hart 


Harry Cohn, Columbia prexy, is 
hot after William S. Hart to pro- 
duce a western for that company. 

Cohn believes Hart will eventu- 
ally weaken and reconsider previous 
refusals to return to the screen. 

















Korda’s Color Quintet 


London, May 23. 

All five of Alexander Korda’s pro- 
ductions for the °39-'40 United Art- 
ists program will be in Technicolor, 
‘Four Feathers’ having already been 
completed and awaiting August re- 
lease. 

Other four piciures are ‘Over the 
Moon,” ‘Thief of Bagdad,’ ‘Sinner,’ 
based on Manon Lescaut, and Kip- 
ling’s “The Jungle Boy.’ 





Rooney at ‘Eton’ 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Mickey Rooney goes to England 
this summer to star in ‘A Yank at 
Eton’ at Metro’s British plant. 
Norman Taurog will direct. 


trict Judge Charles Holcombe handed 
down a decision Thursday (18) in fa- 
vor of the Saenger Corp., New Or- 
leans, and 10 other leading exhibitors 
of the state against the state revenue 
collector. 

The suit was a test case, petition- 
ing return of the 1% sales tax levied 
on the use of tangible personal prop- 
erty imported from outside the state. 
Judge Holcombe held that the con- 
tract was not one of leasing, but a 
license under copyright and there- 
fore not subject to taxation. 


Eleanor Powell’s Trailer 
For Artie Shaw at Metro 


Pittsburgh, May 23. 

In a little audience talk preceding 
her dance turn at the Stanley this 
week, Eleanor Powell is telling the 
customers that Metro has been pag- 
ing Artie Shaw’s band for her next 
picture, ‘Broadway Melody of 1940’. 
So far no deal has been set, the 
dancer said, but added that the 
studio is hopeful of closing a con- 
tract shorily. Shaw is now on the 
Coast at the Palomar ballroom for 
a run. 

‘Melody,’ in which Fred Estaire is 
to be co-starred with Miss Powell, 
goes into production upon her re- 
turn to Hollywood later in the sum- 
mer. Astaire is currently vacationing 
in England. George Murphy will 
also be in the cast. Miss Powell 
mentioned that Buddy Ebsen would 
be among those present, too but 
that’s unlikely since he and Metro 
have parted company and lanky 
dancer is going into Lew Brown 
musical, ‘Yokel Boy’. 


When Not So Angelic 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Warners will follx,. up ‘Dodge 
City’ with Rough, Tough Days of 
Old Los Angeles. 
Carries title of ‘City of Angels’ 
a wil' have the same cast as 
‘Dodge.’ 

















Getting Ready fer Greta 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Construction work has started on 
‘Ninotschka,” the Greta 


starrer which Ernst JT ubitsch will 
direct at Metro. 

First set to be built is a commis- 
sar’s office in Soviet Russia. 








U. S. WILL SHOW ’EM! 


Newsreelers’ Peeve Against Canada’s 
Red Tape 








Toronto, May 23. 

Burned by the way they were 
shoved around in Canada in cover- 
ing the visit of King George and 
Queen Elizabeth, the five American 
newsreels are laying plans to show 
how a big visit should be handled 
when the royal party visits Wash- 
ington, June 8. Reported here that 
the newSreel coverage will be big- 
ger for this Washington visit than 
anything less than a Presidential in- 
auguration. 

What particularly annoyed both 
cameramen and editors in their 
Canadian story handling was the 
manner in which they were forced 
to pool their negative, eliminate 
Rota (traveling) shots and other- 
wise keep at a distance.. When they 
were kept out of the press confer- 
ence for all visiting newspapermen, 
they really exploded. 

Instead of 10 or 12 photographers, 
the five U. S. newsreels will have 
40 or more cameramen located on 
some 20 stands when England’s 
royal pair visit Washington. They 
will secure mobile shots by spotting 
photographers in the four tanks ac- 
companying the party. 

Newsreels will speed their han- 
dling of this story by rushing prints 
to New York Thursday (8) night 
and specialing the footage to all 
parts of the nation. 





In the radio section of this issue 
is a report that the special events- 
men are faced with broadcasting dif- 
ficulties for the Washington visit. 


Buffalo Product 
Shortage Raises 
A ‘Monopoly Cry 


Buffalo, May 23. 

The leasing of the Century by its 
Owners away from Shea Amus. Co. 
to Nikitas D. Dipson of Batavia, and 
Dipson’s so far unsuccessful at- 
tempts to obtain films for the house, 
resulted in a display of newspaper 
fireworks here last week with both 
Dipson and the owners blasting at 
a so-called ‘monopoly’ in Buffalo. 
Dipson, in association with Basil 
Bros. of Buffalo, is due to take over 
the house at the expiration of the 
Shea lease, Aug. 1. The lease, in 
addition to. a substantial boost in 
rental, calls for a $50,000 expendi- 
ture by the tenant in reseating and 
redecorating. 

Dipson has been in New York 
seeking major product for the house. 
Upon his return here this week he 
issued a statement that all prospec- 
tive product for the coming season 
was tied up with Shea. 

Publication of the statement was 
followed immediately by an an- 
nouncement by Max Yellen, general 
manager for the owners of the Cen- 
tury, that unless the owners received 
assurances within a week that the 
theatre would have an adequate sup- 
ply of first-run pictures, the matter 
would be submitted to the U. S. At- 
torney General on a charge of mo- 
nopoly in Buffalo by a combination 
of Paramount, Loew and Shea. Yel- 
len stated that the Century had been 
used by Shea as a slough house for 
the past several years and that for 
this reason the owners became in- 
terested in a new leasing proposi- 
tion. He cited the experience of A. 
C. Hayman who, he claimed, was 
forced by Shea to relinquish a lease 
of the Great Lakes here several 
years ago, due to inability to pro- 
cure film product. 

Vincent R. McFaul, general man- 
ager of Shea’s, in response to Dip- 
son’s statement said that ‘seasonal 
buying for the Shea theatres is not 
completed. We have not been able 
to obtain all the pictures we shall 
need, but so far as I know there 
is film product still available. In 
response to the ‘blast by Yellen, Me- 
Faul stated he had no comment to 
make. 

Local showmen are inclined to 
take the battle skeptically, pointing 
out that the Century owners termi- 
nated their lease with Shea volun- 
tarily for a higher rental and that 
the owners and Dipson before mak- 
ing the deal were fully conversant 
with the local picture situation; also, 

















Garbo | 


that there is still considerable minor 
product available locally. The La- 
fayette, operated first-run by A. C. 
Hayman, has been carefully omitted 
from the controversy, this house re- 
lying upon independent product 
headed by Columbia anf Universal 
exclusively. 








N.Y.C. Show Bizto Take Tax Rap 





Amusement industry in the Greater N. Y. area will bear the brunt in 
the form of new admissions taxes, under terms of the Desmond- 
Moffatt-Mitchel! housing and slum clearance bill passed in the legis- 
lature and expected to be signed shortly by Gov. Lehman. Cities which 
decide to take advantage of state loans for housing are permitted to 
make up additional funds they have to contribute by setting up new 


excise taxes. 


Bill permits municipalities to impose an admissions tax on amuse- 
ments and sports of Ic. on tickets priced up to 50c.; 2c. on tickets from 
50c. to 99c.; 5c. on tickets in excess of $1, and 10c. on tickets in excess 


of $2. 


The new bill is not mandatory and the N. Y. City Council will first 
have to decide what action to take, since taxes may affect not only 
amusements but tobacco, other than cigarettes; 5c. per month charge 
for each telephone in use; an occupancy tax on residences and offices; 
50c. a month on all vending machines, and a tax on patent medicines. 

N. Y. City exhibitors sent its legislative committee, headed by Senator 
J. Henry Walters, to Albany to protest against tax features of the bill 
and against passage of the proposed 2% sales tax which went down to 


defeat. 








Mpls. Indies Talk Summer Shutdown 
Idea as Bait to Whet Film Interest 





MORGAN COPS CUP 


‘Variety’ Trophy at Par Gelf Tourna- 
ment—Zukor Did OK Teo 





Sore backs, squealing puppies, 
blisters, sunburn, some hangovers 
and golf scores that ranged all the 


way from respectable to unspeak- 
able, followed in the wake of Para- 
mount’s golf tournament, held 
Thursday (18) at the Adolph Zukor 
estate near New City, N. ¥. A total 
of 56 executives, senior and junior, 
turned out for the affair, but Bar- 
ney Balaban didn’t come up until it 
was time to have dinner. He figured 
someone had to be at the office dur- 
ing the day to answer telephone 
calls. 

Zukor, up with the early birds, 
played 18 holes in the morning and 
went another 18, while many of the 
younger lads were tossing in the 
sponge after 18 or 27. The chairman 
of the board of Paramount, at 66, not 
only showed up most all of the boys 
on stamina, but also on official scores 
brought in. He went the morning 
round on that long and tough course 
of his in 104 and, getting warmed up 
after that, brought the score on the 
second 18 down to a neat 98, as 
against a heavy majority of shooters 
who couldn’t break a hundred. Also, 
Zukor stepped around more gingerly 
than others and wound up looking 
like he could go a third 18, while 
the men in his foursome, Fred Mohr- 
hardt, Oscar Morgan and Montague 
Gowthorpe, according to inside, felt 
like anything but that. 

Morgan, Par’s southern sales man- 
ager, and J. E. McDermott, ac- 
count executive in charge of the 
golf tournament arrangements, 
brought ifi the best scores and were 
tied on the first 18 at 87 each. Third 
best on the morning round was 
Arthur L. Pratchett, general mana- 
ger for Cuba, Mexico and Central 
America, with an 89. When these 
men went an additional nine to see 
who would win the Variety Cup, 
McDermott started dubbing some of 
his shots and Pratchett went a little 
off form, with result Morgan, who 
swings a mean brassie, held to 41 on 
the nine and copped the cup. McDer- 
mott weakened to 47 and never will 
live that down, while Pratchett on 
the third nine was 44. 


St. John Sells Back His 
Catif. Rep. Franchises 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Floyd St. John, 
tributor for Republic Pictures in 
California, turned over his entire in- 
terest in the distributing organiza- 
tion to Republic Pictures Corp. of 
New York in a deal with Herbert J. 
Yates, board chairman, and James 
R. Grainger, sales chief. 

Francis Bateman continues’ in 
charge of distribution in Los An- 
geles and Sid Weisbaum in San 
Francisco. 


. 








TMAT Men Reinstated 


Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers, motion picture division, 
won its fight at the Vogue, Congress 
and Metro theatres of the Moe Ros- 
enberg circuit, New York city, after 
less than three days of picketing. 

Discharged managers were put 
back to work late Wednesday (17) 
at all houses, with salaries made re- 
troactive. 


franchise dis- | 





Minneapolis, May 23. 

Some of the local independent ex- 
hibitor leaders are agitating for a 
temporary summer shutdown be- 
cause of sagging business. By clos- 
ing, they argue, they'd not only save 
money, but also they’d whet the 
public’s appetite for screen enter- 
tainment in this manner, so that 
when they reopen the fans actually 
would be hungry for pictures again 
and the boxoffice would be stimu- 
lated. 

The downtrend is causing some in- 
dependent neighborhood exhibitors 
both in Minneapolis and St. Paul to 
resort to two-for-one’s (thus actually 
reducing admissions to a dime, or 
two for a quarter), sneak double- 
featuring, additional cash and other 
gift nights, and similar rackets. 





K. C.’s Closings 


Kansas City, May 23. 

Strong possibility town will shrink 
from five to three first run outlets 
within next few weeks. Two week 
notices have gone out at Fox Mid- 
west’s Tower, film and vaude combo 
policy, and at RKO’s Orpheum. 

Latter was set for shuttering as of 
May 18, but continues on temporary 
basis. Tower is likewise on week- 
to-week basis, but has some vaude 
bookings, namely Ted Lewis, Bob 
Crosby and Phil Spitalny, on the 
docket. 

Figured midsummer will see both 
houses closed leaving Midland 
(Loew), Newman (Par) and Esquire 
and Uptown (Fox day-and-daters) in 
the first run bracket. Lack of strong 
product the answer in both situa- 
tions. No definite closing dates set 
as yet. 





Syracuse to Clese 
Syracuse, May 23. 

At least one of the five Syracuse 
RKO-Schine houses will close for 
the summer months, says Gus W. 
Lampe, district manager. The Strand, 
weakest downtown unit in the string, 
will close on Friday (26) for the 
summer at least. 





RKO’s Ten for Summer 

RKO will close 10 theatres for the 
summer, approximately the same 
number that shuttered for the sum- 
mer last year. 

Houses closing are the Strand, 
Syracuse, May 26; Trent, Trenton, 
May 28; Albee, Providence, and Ma- 
jestic, Columbus, May 31; Orpheum, 
Kansas City, and Colonial, Dayton, 
June 1; Central, Yonkers, N. Y., June 
4; Orpheum, Champaign, IJ}, June 
11; Century, Rochester, N. Y., June 
14; Alden, Jamaica, N. Y., June 21 
or 25. 


Boyer’s French Pic 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Charles Boyer returns to France 
when he finishes his Universal as- 
signment, ‘Modern Cinderella,’ to 
star in Andre Daven’s ‘Le Corsaire’ 
in Paris. 

Next American picture is ‘First 
Love,’ with Deanna Durbin, in Oc- 
tober. 


$4,000 Theatre Blaze 


Scottsbluff, Neb., May 23. 

Broken film was blamed for a 
blaze which did $4,000 damage to the 
Bluffs here (17). Don McCord, the 
operator, was trapped in the booth 
and burned on the arms. 

Patrons were unaware of the fire 
until the firemen came into the the- 
atre. 
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Bin Dives and Tears Flow in Chi: 


Duchin- Ky. OK 


$33,000, ‘Kildare,’ 


4,6, Trial-Vaude, 10/46, Both N.G. 





Chicago, May 23. 

Move in the wailing wall, boys, 
the exhibitors have the weeps. Busi- 
ness continues on the teboggan 
around this burg, with the loop ex- 
periencing a tough business siege 
and little prospect of coming out of 
the dumps for some time from pres- 
ent indications. 

Right down the line, the grosses 
are coming in considerably under 
expectations, and particularly dis- 
appointing are those attractions 
which had been looked to for really 
bang-up trade. : 

Balaban & Katz’ flagship, the Chi- 
cago, has been under wraps during 
the past few weeks because of the 
wreckers which are tearing down 
the Capitol building next door. With 
the entire north front of State street 
at Randolph boarded up, the en- 
trance to the Chicago is hidden 
away pretty badly and unquestion- 
ably this is causing a lapse at the 
boxoffice at this house. However, 
currently the Eddy Duchin band is 
managing to somewhat overcome the 
handicap of the wreckers and the 
weakie ‘Lady's from Kentucky’ 
flicker. 

‘East Side of Heaven’ holds for a 
second week at the Palace, but the 
rest of the town has little to brag 
about. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65)— 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Not going any- 
where and will pull into the barn 
with $4,500, meek. Last week, ‘So- 
ciety Lawyer’ (M-G), poor $4,400. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Lady Kentucky’ (Par) and Eddy 
Duchin orch on stage. Strictly the 
Duchin band for business currently, 
since the flicker is getting poor talk. 
Band’s presence holding up take to 
good $33,000. Last week (2d), ‘Union 
Pacific’ (Par) and vaude, finished 
two weeks to shy $20,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
‘Streets New York’ (Mono). An- 
other filler and a weakie downtown 
at $4,000. Last week, ‘Lucky Night’ 
(M-G), wasn’t much better at $4,100. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40-55) 
—First Offenders’ (Col) and ‘Almost 
Gentleman’ (RKO), and_ vaude. 
Feeling the pinch, but managing to 
keep going on plenty of novelty 
stage nights. Getting by at fairish 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Zero Hour’ 
(Rep) and Risky Business’ (U), all 
right $12,900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
— ‘East Side Heaven’ (U) and vaude 
(2d-final wk). Will manage $12,000 
currently, all right in the general 
slump of the loop. Last week took 
neat $18,200. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Union Pacific’ (Par). Moved 
here from the Chicago and will hit 
$8,000, fair for third loop session. 
Last week, ‘Victory’ (WB), finished 
third week in loop to $7,200, so-so. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40- 
55)—On Trial’ (WB) and vaude. 
Struggling currently to keep head 
above water at tough $10,500. Last 
week, ‘Say Die’ (Par), held to fair 
enough $12,100. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Hardys’ (M-G) (2d- 
final wk). Headed for pretty fair 
$9,000 currently following good $14,- 
200 last week. 


‘UP.,” $8,000, Still Big 





In 4th Denver Week 


Denver, May 23. 

‘Union Pacific’ is still going strong 
in its fourth week to break all money 
records at the Denham, as well as 
len of time for any film to stay 
at that spot. 

Other spots are only around av- 
erage, and below. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (revival). 
Strong $4,000. Last week ‘Dark Vic- 
tory’ (WB), fair $2,500, after a week 


at the Denver. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Beauty 


Asking’ (RKO), both after a week 
at the Broadway. Fair $2,000. Last 
week ‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and 
‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G), after a week 
at the Orpheum, fair $2,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (4th wk.). 
Fine for fourth, or any other week, 
at $8,000. Last week, third, strong 
$11,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 


‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA). Fair 
$7,500. Last week ‘Oklahoma Kid’ 
(WB), fair $6,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35- 
40)—Wonderful World’ (M-G) and 
Flying ishman’ (RKO). Fair 
$7,000. Last week ‘Dr. Kildare’ 





el 


(M-G) and ‘Beauty Asking’ (RKO), 
fair $7,500. 

Parameunt (Fox) 2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Streets New 
York’ (Mono). Strong $4,500. Book- 
ings prevent h.o. Last week ‘Dodge 
City’ (WB), after a week at each the 
Denver, Aladdin and Rialto, and ‘On 
Trial’ (WB), fair $3,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—Dark 
Victory’ (FN), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Out- 
side Walls’ (Col). Nice $2,000. Last 
week ‘Three Smart Girls’ (U), after 
a week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, and ‘Winner Take All’ (20th), 
fair $1,500. 


PITT BRIGHTENS; 
POWELL- RING 
LOUD $25,000 


Pittsburgh, May 23. 

Biz is taking a sharp turn for the 
better here this week after more 
than a month of slim _ pickings. 
Rainy weekend kicked in its share 
of help, too. It kept the people in 
town and grosses generally reflected 
the kindly assistance of the ele- 
ments. 

Eleanor Powell in person is going 
like a house afire at Stanley and, 
with ‘Let Freedom Ring,’ is pushing 
WB deluxer back into big coin 
again, while ‘Rose of Washington 
Square’ has provided Fulton with 
another winner. Picture stays there 
second week and present indications 
point to a healthy run. Although 
‘Dark Victory’s’ pretty heavy fare 
for this time of year, Bette Davis’ 
performance is getting it some nice 
attention at Penn. 

Town’s only weakness is ‘Gorilla’ 
at Alvin, which wen’t wind up far 
from a new low, and just a week 
ahead of Ritz Bros. personal appear- 
ance at Stanley, too. Senator is go- 
ing nowhere either with ‘Missing 
Daughters,’ but ‘Union Pacific,’ 
moved from Penn, is helping Warner 
to a profitable session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Gorilla’ (20th). Second flop in row 
for Ritz Bros., their ‘Musketeers’ also 
having died here not so long ago. 
May be reflected as well in trio’s p.a. 
at Stanley opening Friday (26). May 
even sink to a new low here, and at 
best doubtful of bettering $3,000, 
which is pretty terrible at this site. 
Last week, ‘Blind Alley’ (Col), well- 
liked but couldn’t: get going either 
and finished miserably at $3,300. 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Washington Square’ (20th). Looks 
like house has itself a winner for a 
change. Biggest thing here in al- 
most a year and paced for great 
$10,000, which is big money at this 
spot. Goes into second week to- 
morrow (25) and management has 
visions of at least month’s run. U’s 
‘Mikado’ may follow. Last week, 
‘Zenobia’ (UA) and ‘O'Connor’ 
(M-G), a dud at $2,000. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB). Pretty 
heavy stuff for such warm weather, 
but Bette Davis’ performance has 
enough on the ball to assure picture 
plenty respectable gross. However, 
isn’t likely to crack $16,500. That's 
not enough to held it at Warner un- 
less unexpected strong finish results. 
Last week, ‘Union Pacific’ (Par), 
fine $17,800. 

Senator (Harris) (1,800; 25-40) — 
‘Missing Daughters’ (Col). Manage- 
ment tried to exploit weak B into 
a single for a week’s stand, but no 
go. Brutal from the go and came 
out after four days to awful $600. 
House hastily stuck in couple of re- 
issues, ‘My Man Godfrey’ (U) and 
‘Old Dark House’ (U) Sunday (21) 
for another four-day stay. Last 
week, ‘Conquest’ (Rep), obviously 
absorbed its downtown welcome 
week before at Alvin and on h.o. 
here managed to get just a little bet- 
ter than $1,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) — 

‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and Eleanor 
Powell. Dancing star a potent b.o. 
draft and kicking in swell $25,000, 
with pretty good chance of going 
| beyond that. Last week, ‘Broadway 
| Serenade’ (M-G) and Hugh Herbert 
| in person, hit rock-bottom $12,000, a 
| new stage show low here. 
| Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) — 
| ‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Moved here 
after hitting the necessary figure at 
Penn and getting by nicely. Headed 
for a bit better than $6,000 and no 
|!complaints in order. Last week, 
| ‘Hardys’ (M-G), also a_h.o. from 
| Penn, not quite as good. but still 
plenty satisfactory at $5,700. 











First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 25 

Astor—Goodbye, Mr. 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Capitol——‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G). 

Criterion—'Some Like It Hot’ 
(Par). 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 10) 

Globe—‘Climbing High’ (20th) 
(27). 

Musie 
(UA). 

(Reviewed in Varrety, May 10) 

Paramount—‘ Union Pacific’ 
(Par) (3d wk.). 

Rivoli— ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
(UA) (7th wk.). 

Roxy—The_ Gorilla’ 
(26). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Strand—‘Kid from Kokomo’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Week of June 1 


Chips’ 


Hall—‘Captain Fury’ 


(20th) 


Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (3d wk.). 
Capitol—‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) 


(2d wk.). 


Criterion—‘Undercover Doctor’ 
(Par). 


Paramount—invitation to 
Happiness’ (Par) (31). 


Rivoli—‘The Mikado’ (U) (2). 


Roxy—Young Mr. Lincoln’ 
(20th) (2). 


Strand—‘Juarez’ (WB) (2). 








Balto Needs: Aspirin; 


Dix-Hall’s Orch Fair 
1136, ‘Lucky Nite,’ 96 


Baltimore, May 23. 

No decided improvement here, 
with biz still generally off and a 
headache all around. Three-day cir- 
cus opposition supplied an alibi, but 
not much Tilt in takings after its 
exit. P.a. of George Hall’s orch is 
helping ‘Saint Strikes Back’ at the 
Hipp for some mildish action, and 
strong critical reaction to ‘Man of 
Conquest’ is having some helpful ef- 
fect at Keith’s. 

Century is just fair with ‘Lucky 
Night.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40)—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G). Hold- 
ing a fair pace at $9,000. Last week 
(2d), ‘Hardys’ (M-G), satisfactory 
$6,500 added to initial session's 
$11,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Saint Back’ 
(RKO) plus p.a. of George Hall and 
Dolly Dawn. Indicating possible 
$11,500, fair. Last week, ‘Society 
Lawyer’ (M-G) and Tony Martin 
p.a. etched out so-so $10,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40 )—‘Conquest’ (Rep). Plenty 
ef raves from newspapers having 
good effect on b.o., with satisfactory 
$7,500 indicated. Last week, second 
of ‘East Side Heaven’ (U), added 
$4,100 to nice opening round’s $8,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Gorilla’ (20th). Opens tomor- 
row (Wed.) after three weeks of 
‘Washington Square’ (20th) to nice 
total of $12,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Holding up nicely to $6,000 after 
very bullish and  town-leading 
opening $13,900. 


‘KILDARE,’ $4,500, NICE 
TONIC IN OKLA. CITY 


Oklahoma City, May 23. 


‘Calling Dr. Kildare’, at Midwest 
got off well and looks for nice biz, 
with ‘Rose of Washington Square’, at 
Criterion, also looks good. Nabe 
business has been definitely up dur- 
ing past two weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 


Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—‘Rose’ (20th). Very nice $6,000. 
Last Week, ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB), little 
short of average at $4,500. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25)—‘Boy 
Friend’ (20th) and ‘Back Door Hea- 
ven’ (Par), split with ‘Unmarried’ 
(Par) and ‘Drummonds Police’ (Par). 
Over average $2.800. Last week, 
‘With Murder’ (WB) and ‘Winner 
All’ (20th), split with ‘Flying Irish- 
man’ (RKO) and ‘Inside Story’ 
(RKO), poor $1,700. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Nice $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Castles’ (RKO), excel- 
lent $5,800. 

Plaza (Stan) (750: 25-35-40)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (3d wk). Slip- 
ping a bit at $1,500. Last week, 
second, good $2,200. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Streets New York’ (Mono) and 
Harmonica Hi-Hats on stage. Good 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Conquest’ (Rep), 
second week, fair $2,500. 

Tower (Stan) (1.000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB). Fair $2,000. Last 




















week, ‘Bell’ (20th), very good $2,800. 


All's Not So (World's) Fair for N.Y. 
B.0.s, Chips’ Lone Standout, $16,500, 
World 18G, Kokomo -Newman 206 





The Fair continues to draw the 
natives away from Broadway, and 
the Street is groaning. Least affected 
by the decline is ‘Goodbye Mr. 
Chips,’ English-made, which finished 
its first week at the Astor Monday 
night (22). It’s plenty in the chips 
at $16,500 on its initial week. The 
holdovers, of which there are several, 
range from moderate to good. 


New pictures, ‘It’s a Wonderful 
World’ (Cap), ‘Kid From Kokomo’ 
(Strand) and ‘Blind Alley’ (Globe), 
bucking the tide with aching bones. 
‘Kokomo,’ with the Ruby Newman 
band and several acts on the stage, 
will get the Strand only about 
$20,000. This is the lowest for the 
house since it inaugurated a combi- 
nation policy late last summer. Bill 
is booked in for two weeks. 

‘Wonderful Night’ will be in the 
neighborhood of $18,000 at the large- 
capacity Capitol, weak, while ‘Blind 
Alley’ will be about $7,500 at the 
grind Globe, okay. 

There are four holdovers. ‘Union 
Pacific’ and the Dick Himber band 
ended its second week last night 
(Tues.) at $35,000, good in the face 
of fan apathy, and begins third 
(final) stanza today (Wed.). 


On its second lap at the Music Hall 
ending tonight (Wed.), ‘Only Angels 
Have Wings’ will be quite o.k. at 
$65,000. ‘Rose of Washington Square’ 
is on its third and last lap at the 
Roxy. It is down with the street but 
also satisfactory at $28,000 or close. 
‘Wuthering Heights’ looks about 
$14.000 for its sixth week, good this 
far down on the run, and goes an- 
other leg. This will be the longest 
engagement any picture will have 
had here since '29. 


‘Broadway Serenade,’ 2d run, with 
Arthur Treacher and Frankie Mas- 
ters in person, will get the State no 
more than around $13,000, disap- 
pointing. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ 
(M-G) (2d week). Rode through to 
fine $16,500 first week ending Mon- 
day night (22) and started second 
stanza yesterday morning (Tues.). 
Getting both men and women. 
Capitol (4.520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) — 
‘Wonderful World’ (M-G). In second 
gear at $18,000. Last week, ‘Kildare’ 
(M-G) didn’t come out of the ether, 
$11,000. 


Criterion (1,062; 25-40-55) — ‘San 
Francisco’ (M-G) (reissue). Another 
reissue that bites the dust, $550 or 
bit over. Last week, ‘Hotel Imperial’ 
(Par) was aided by a Wednesday 
night preview (17) for a finish of 
$6,500, fairish. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Blind Al- 
ley’ (Col). Going fair with this one, 
$7,500 indicated. In ahead, ‘Zenobia’ 
(UA) didn’t ‘do that much, $4,400. 

Hollywood (1,454; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (4th week). 
Off sharply to $12,000 last week (3d) 
and to $9,000 ‘or first six days of this 
week (4th). Goes another five days, 
house closing Sunday night (28). 


Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB) and ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th), 
both 2d run, doubled. Opens today 
(Wed.), following week of ‘Dodge 
City’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Sorority 
House’ (RKO) (ist run), dualed, at 
$7,000, mild. Prior bill, ‘Bell’ (20th) 
(2d run) and ‘Ex-Champ’ (U) (ist 
run), $7,500, not good. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Union Pacific’ (Par) and Richard 
Himber band (3d week). Begins 
concluding round today (Wed.) after 
a $35,000 second week ending last 
night (Tues.), under normal, but 
good in view of everything. The 
first stanza was 000, very useful 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Angels Have Wings’ 
(Col) (2d-final week). Got $78,000 
last week (ist) and will be about 
$65,000 on holdover, entirely satis- 
factory showing against present 
grossing odds. 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Dracula’s 
Daughter’ (U) and ‘Fra -kenstein’s 
Daughter’ (U) (reissues), Will be 


‘Jesse James’ (20th), an early revival, 
which got only $1,000, bad. Behind 
that, ‘Lost Squadron’ (RKO) (re- 
issue), only $5,500. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Wuthering (UA) (6th week). 
Sturdy and looking about $14,000 
this week, good for a sixth lap. The 
fifth week was $16,000, very okay. 
A seventh session will be followed 
by ‘Mikado’ (U), which opens Fri- 
day (2). 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Wash- 
ington Square’ (20th) and stage show 
(3d-final week). Battling the ele- 
ments suitably for $28,000 on the 
final (3d) week. The second was 
$38,100, under what the picture 
would be doing without a Fair in 
the backyard, but a very satisfactory 
struggle. ‘Gorilla’ (20th) comes in 
Friday (26). 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) —Broadway 





Serenade’ (M-G) (2d run) and on 


stage Arthur Treacher and Frankie 
Masters. A total of approximately 
$13,000 is all that’s in prospect, away 
under hopes. Last week ‘Midnight’ 
(Par) (2d run) and Ethel Shutta, 
$12,000, poor. 

Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Kid fron: Kokomo’ (WB) and Ruby 
Newman band, Adrian Rollini Trio, 
Bert Frohman, Sinclair Sisters, 
others. Only $20,000 indicated, far 
below expectations. Goes a second, 
pre-booked. Last week, third for 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and Fred Waring, 
close to $23,000, good. 


FRISCO- CHAMP” 
REVIVAL NG. 
9G IN DET. 








| Winner’ 


| $2.500. wee 
about $6,000, fair. after two days of | . — Desk vi 


—— 


Detroit, May 23. 

With break in weather and two 
top pictures, ‘Rose of Washington 
Square,’ at Fox, plus ‘O‘ ‘ahoma 
Kid,’ at Michigan, the town looks 
like it may come out okay this week. 
Detroit is turning thumbs down on 
the revival of ‘San Francisco’ and 
‘The Champ’ as the United Artists 
makes a last bid for biz with double 
features before closing for the sum- 
mer. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-50) 
—Cisco Kid’ (20th) (2d run) plus 
‘Culver’ (U), Matinees doing well, 
okay $5,000. Last week, ‘East Side 
Heaven’ (U) (2d run) plus ‘Lady 
Mob’ (Col), fair $4,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 320-40- 
65 )—Rose’ (20th) and vaude. Faye- 
Power popularity here plus heavy 
advertising should bring nice $27,000. 
Last session, ‘Cisco Kid’ plus Ritz 
Bros. ons ‘e, good $28,000 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65) — ‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) 
plus ‘Some Hot’ (Par). Doesn't 
figure to do better than fair $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) plus ‘Dr, 
Kildare’ (M-G), average $15,000. 

Palms State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-50)—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) 
(2d run) plus “Torchy Mayor’ (WB). 
Mild $7,500. Last week, ‘Union Pa- 
cific’ (Par) (2d ru good $9,500. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65) — ‘San Francisco’ 
(M-G) and ‘Clamp’ (M-G) (re- 
vivals). Going to double bills as a 
last effort for biz before summer 
closing. Weak $5,000. Last stanza, 
‘Wonderful World’ (M-G), disap- 
pointing $10,000. 


Mikado,’ 76, Limited 
In Prov.; Biz Blah 


Providence, May 23. 
Prospects are anything but bright 
ifor most houses. “The Mikado,’ at 
RKO Albee, apparently appeals more 
to the city’s limited number of Gil- 
bert & Sullivan fans than the aver- 


age public. 
around below 





Weekend biz all 
average. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Family Next Door’ 
(U). Opened swell, but failing to 
hold early pace despite rave press 
notices. Above average $7,000. Last 
week, ‘White Woman’ (Par) (re- 
vival) and ‘Made Spy’ (RKO), weak 


‘Captain Fury’ (UA) | $3,000 


° 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—"Rose’ (20th) and ‘Sweepstakes 
(WB) (2nd run). Slow 





(WB) and ‘Torchy Mayor’ (WB) (2d 


'=un), nice $4,800, 


Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
“White Room’ (U) and vaude. Paced 
for fairish $6,000. Last week, ‘Bi 
Town Czar’ (U) and vaude, Fas | 
$7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 25-35-50)~— 
‘East Side Heaven’ (U) and ‘Last 
Warning’ (U). Fair $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Rose’ (20th) and ‘Sweepstakes 
Winner’ (WB), good $8,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wonderful World’ (M-G) and ‘Tell 
No Tales’ (M-G). Below average 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Lucky Night’ 
(M-G) and ‘Outside Walls’ (Col), 
good $12,000. 


Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Some Like Hot’ (Par) and Sunset 
Trail’ (Par). So-so $5,000. Last week, 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d wk), nice 





$4,500 after swell $8,000 in opening 
stanza. 














x“ 
“yg 


8 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, May 24, 1939 








4. 





Australia Showmen 
Strive for New Angles 
In Film Advertising 


By ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, May 1. 
operators are in 





Major chain 
agreement that 
tion methods must be adopted in 
Australia to bring back trade to the 
pic theatres. Gone are the days of 
just placing a few showcards in shop 
windows and hoping for the best. 
Over here opposition is keen and the | 
race goes to the swiftest. 

Jack Power, exploiteer for Greater 
Union, has managed to bring in a 
line of work that is proving highly 
successful, especially with Deanna 
Durbin attractions. Power contacts 
execs of leading stores and has them 
sponsor competitions, at the same 
time pointing out that by selling a 
type of goods to the public as made 
fashionable by Hollywood stars the 
stores will benefit as well as the the- 
atre playing a certain pic. Already 
thousands of shoes, jumpers, hair- 
bows and other merchandise have 
been sold to femmes through this 
method. 

Latest covers “Three Smart Girls 
Grow Up’ (U) in which a leading 
store is offering a prize of $400 in 
smart attire for the three smartest 
girls in Sydney. Local newspaper is 
running the competition with free 
space a-plenty. 

Recently Hoyts, in association with 
20th-Fox and a top store, promoted 
a contest covering ‘Suez’ (20th) in 
which prize is a free trip to London 
and return via Suez. 


Gaynor Nets Press 


For ‘Lincoln’ Preem 





‘different’ exploita- | 


FILM SHOWMANSHIP 


By John C. Flinn 





Suggestion made recently by Spyros Skouras for the 
need of another united industry drive for patronage 
seems timely at the moment when the nation’s box- 
office is entering the seasonal summer doldrums, 
Skouras was the principal proponent of the industry’s 
drive last autumn, and an enthusiastic supporter. of the 
group that believed the ultimate aims of that campaign 
were attained. 





In the light of experience it is probably likely that 
some scheme less complicated than the ‘Movie Quiz’ 
would be adopted, provided the idea for a second in- 
dustry promotion takes hold. 

One conclusion from the previous attempt seems 
| likely to guide further thought along these lines. That 
is, the wide variety of exhibiting conditions which 
maintain across the country and the diversity of oper- 
ating interests which makes unified effort extremely 
difficult except along the broadest principles. 

In this week’s issue of Variety (P. 3) some statistics 
are printed showing tatest breakdown of exhibitor 
units under the headings of circuits affiliated with 
producer-distributors, independently-owned theatre 
chains, and single theatres, individually operated. 

Both in film rentals and boxoffice income the groups 
justify careful analysis by industry. executives. While 
affiliated theatres are dominant in the first run key 
city field, independent circuit and individual operations 
combined represent the larger interest. Numerically, 
the affiliated theatres total 2,030; independent circuits, 
3,840, and individual operations approximately, 11,000. 
Included in the last figure are hundreds of halls, winter 
and summer resort houses, which operate for a few 
months each year, and rural places where films are 
shown two and three times weekly. 

Seating capacities are divided as follows: affiliated, 
2,400,000; independent chains, 3,000,000, and individual 
ownership, 5,650,000. 

Without accepting these statistics as sworn census 
statements, and making allowance for seasonal open- 
ings and closings of hundreds of smaller units, the pro- 
portion of each group to the whole probably is 
accurate. 

It follows, therefore, that exhibition of films is dom- 
inantly the job of showmen who are financially inde- 
pendent of producer-distributor participation in their 
operations. It is the fact, also, that there are more paid 
admissions weekly in independently owned and man- 
aged theatres. It is equally true, with concentration 
of production in the hands of a comparative few, that 
the mainspring of film showmanship is Hollywood and 





its affiliated first rung. When the independent oper- 
ator ‘follows through’ and capitalizes on successful first 
run introduction of pictures, the results uniformly are 
satisfactory. 


KEEP THE B.0. INTEREST ALIVE 


It would seem that independent theatre interests de- 

mand more attention in the matters of film showman- 
ship than is provided under present functioning of the 
complicated and multi-geared distr ibution system. For 
the most part, except in the independent theatre cir- 
cuits which control some of the important first runs, 
pictures exhibited in independent houses generally play 
some weeks or months after national release dates. 
Although the attractions may be new to the public in 
the smaller community or big city neighborhood house, 
the advertising and timeliness of the films have long 
since expended themselves in the first run premieres. 


The problem of keeping entertainment alive and 
palatable months after national release dates is the 
challenge to the film industry. In its solution resides 
an answer to many more complexities than sustained 
film rental income. 

It is not presumptuous, therefore, to supplement the 
Skouras suggestion for another national campaign for 
patronage with the thought that the scheme might well 
be approached fundamentally from the angle of the in- 
dependent customer, Hundreds of positive prints, now 
dust-gathering in film exchange vaults, could be circu- 
lated in sections where their usefulness is denied by 
distributors who are concentrating only on the kickoff 
in first runs. Movement of large shipments of ap- 
proved and tested exploitation material, such as out- 
door billing, would be stimulated. Film clearances and 
protection wherever possible could be shortened and 
playdates increased. That annual cancellation of un- 
played film which is the premium for new contracts 
might be abolished. 

With the pattern before it of commercial radio, which 
annihilates time and distance, the film industry has 
been lured from its sound principles of intensive dis- 
tribution to the most remote projection machine. Too 
great emphasis is being placed on the first runs, The 
ballyhoo is centered around a single week's day and 
date preem, after which the sales drive folds up and 
is lost in a new campaign for a new picture. The 
public, with its appetite whetted only for the latest, 
becomes apathetic towards or unaware of, the best. 

Show business is the art of cashing in on success. 
The failures take care of themselves. 


Representatives of New York 
dailies and syndicate services are 
joining the 20th-Fox junket leaving 
next Monday (29) for Springfield, 
Til, for the preem there of ‘Young 
Mr. Lincoln.’ Leonard Gaynor, of 
the 20th h.o., has obtained agreement 
of all syndicates to assign a repre- 
sentative, also from N. Y. Times, 
Herald Tribune, World-Telegram, 
Sun, Journal-American and Mirror. 

It will be the first time some of 
these N. Y. dailies will have sent a 
representative on any such trip as 
guests of a film company. 

One of the features of the event 
will be a nation-wide broadcast from 
the stage of the Fox-Lincoln theatre 
in Springfield. Film stars will be 
introduced by Lowell Thomas, and 
Marian Anderson will sing a group 
of songs which will be carried over 
72 stations of the Mutual Broadcast- 








ing System from 10 to 10:30 p.m., 
EDST. 


Golf Pros Entertain 
With Hooks and Slices 


Philadelphia, May 23, 

Good exploitation stunt for a 
sports short was arranged by Dave 
Titleman, manager of the Suburban 
theatre, for RKO’s ‘Smooth Ap- 
proach.’ Titleman arranged to have 
two leading golfers featured in the 
picture make personal appearances 
at the house. They were Ed Dudley 
and Jimmy Thompson, P.a.’s were 
made possible because Philadelphia 
Golf Week was being celebrated. 

During Dudley’s demonstration, he 
drove ping-pong balls into the audi- 
ence. Those retrieving numbered 
ones were entitled to a free golf les- 
son from any of the local pros. 
Similar stunt was pulled at the 
Seville, Bryn Mawr, Pa., by George 
Smith, local golfer. 


Phillips Gives Annual 
Party for Old Foiks 


Charlotte, N. C., May 23. 


The Capitol theatre, Salisbury, 
staged its eighth annual party for 
the old folks at the Rowan county 
home. 

Paul Phillips, theatre manager, 
each year plays host to all inmates 
of the home able to make the trip 
to the theatre. 

As usual, a taxi service trans- 
ported the party to the theatre, free, 
and a florist shop gave corsages to 
each of the women. There were 
about 20 in the group. 

















THOSE ‘CHIPS’ PHOTOS 
WERE N. Y. FILM CRITICS 


Public got its first chance to 
glimpse a portrait gailery of film 
critics employed by the New York 
dailies, with only one holdout, Frank 
Nugent, of the Times, in a series of 
morning-after ads placed by Si Sead- 
ler following the premiere (17) of 
‘Goodbye Mr. Chips,’ at the Astor. 

Copy of advertisements was uni- 
form in all the papers and each car- 
ried the direct query to the indi- 
vidual critic asking if ‘Mr. Chips’ 
and Leo could quote from the film 
review. 

Most of the critics sent their lat- 
est (well, their most flattering, any- 
way) photo to the M-G advertising 
man by special motorcycle messen- 
ger. 

Likenesses were printed of How- 





Free Finger Printing 
Boosts ‘Scotland Yard’ 


Seattle, May 23. 

Jack Sampson, publicity head for 
Danz’ Sterling Chain, figured out a 
new one for ‘Wanted by Scotland 
Yard’ (Mono) current at Col- 
onial theatre. Finger printing is 
done at Colonial foyer, on special 
paper, with due printed forms, with 
place for person’s name, It’s all very 
official, and free, too. 

For ‘Man of Conquest’ (Rep) soloed 
this week at Palomar (Sterling) 
schools were planted with study 
charts, historical values being 
stressed. 


‘Captain Fury’ Preview 








ard Barnes, Herald-'Trib; Rose Pels- 
nick, Journal-American; Kate Cam- 
eron, News; Bland Johaneson, Mir- 
ror; Archer Winsten, Post; Eileen 
Creelman, Sun, and William Boehnel, 
World-Telegram. 


$250 Cash Prize to WB 
Exploiteers in Philly 


Philadelphia, May 23. 

One of the most extensive ex- 
ploitation campaigns ever worked 
out for a nabe here was plotted by 
Bill Lafferty, manager of Warner 
Brothers’ Liberty theatre, and Al 
Zimbalist, WB exploitation man, for 
‘Submarine Patrol.’ Result won 
them a $100 local prize and $150 na- 
tional prize for the best campaign 
on the pic. 

Among stunts was serialization of 
the story five weeks in advance in 
the community paper; radio inter- 
view with ‘war babies’ on their 
opinions about a next war; model 
submarine contest that got space in 
the dailies; community ballot, with 
2.000 votes, on ‘Do you think the 
United States should have the larg- 
est navy in the world?’; persuasion 
of Philly Inquirer to use the same 
question in a reader survey; letters 
to Legion and service groups; nauti- 
cal lobby display lent by the Navy. 


CARROLL’S ‘SAFARI’ 
Hollywood, May 23. 
Paramount has named Madeleine 
Carroll for the starring role in 
‘Safari.’ 
Picture rolls early in July, Edward 
H. Griffith producing. 
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In Australian Wing 


Preview of the Hal Roach produc- 
tion, ‘Captain Fury,’ will be held this 
afternoon in the Australian Pavilion 
of the British Empire building at the 
New York World’s Fair. Lynn 
Farnol, director of advertising and 
publicity for United Artists, is first 
of the film exploiteers to tie-in with 
the Grover Whalen super-production 
on the Flushing meadows. 

So that the screening will have the 
proper official touch, sponsorship for 
the showing is in the hands of L. R. 
MacGragor, Australian high com- 
missioner to the Fair, and W. G. 
Van Schmus, managing director of 
Radio City Music Hall, where the 
film has been booked. Story of the 
picture is laid in Australia, which 
is sufficient reason for the preview 
hook-up. 

Lawrence Olivier, co-star in ‘Wu- 
thering Heights,’ at the Rivoli, N. Y., 
will be chief guest tomorrow aft- 
ernoon at a party to be given by 
John Wright, manager, celebrating 
the start of the seventh week of the 
engagement. 





Prescribe ‘Dr. ‘Dr. Kildare’ 


Oklahoma City, May 23. 

‘Oklahoma City Theaire Men Tell 
About Calling Dr. Kildare,’ was the 
cap on a two column ad run by 
Spence Pierce of the Midwest theatre 
here this week in which pictures of 
five Standard theatre managers and 
their quotes on what they thought 
of the film were presented. 

Quotes were by Walter B. Shuttee 
gen. manager, Standard Theatres; 
E. A. Patchen, advertising manager; 








Jimmy Burge, Criterion manager; 
Pierce, and Bert Turgeon, booker, 





SEATTLE GOES JAPANESE 
FOR ‘MIKADO’ SEND-OFF 


Seattle, May 23. 

Hamrick - Evergreen staff didn’t 
hold back punches for ‘The Mikado’ 
(U) in effort to get class attention. 
Teaser ads started Sunday (21) prior 
to opening at Music box tomorrow. 

Orchestras and recording stations 
plugged Gilbert & Sullivan to fill 
the air with music revivals from 
the operetta postcards mailed to 
2,500 select list, taken from opera 
patrons. Usherettes and b.o. gals in 
Japanese costumes; Japanese lanterns 
on marquee for oriental atmosphere; 
incense burning in lobby; personal 
contacts made with dramatic studes 
were some of the tieups. 

Vie Gauntlett and Eddie Rivers of 
the H-E adv. dept. also busy this 
week for ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) run at 
Paramount; heavy newspaper cam- 
paign the major stuff, including large 
ads in the University daily. 


New Jack Benny Film 
In Gala Airing June 25 


Priming some strong product for 
midsummer release, of which the 
Jack Benny picture, ‘Man *About 
Town,’ is expected to be the fore- 
runner, Paramount will send off that 
film exploitationally with a gala 
broadcast June 25, tied in with Ben- 
ny’s Jello show. This will be the 
final of the current series for the 
program, and will be piped from 
Waukegan, IIl., the comedian’s home 
town. 

‘Man About Town’ will be pre- 
released at the Broadway Par, but 
the film goes out in early July other- 
wise, 


‘Happiness’ Screening 
At Baer Training Camp 


Establishing headquarters at Fern- 
dale, N. Y., Paramount is starting ad- 
vance ballyhoo on ‘Invitation to Hap- 
piness’ this week by linking it up 
with the prize-fight angle of the pic- 
ture. Film will be shown at Max 
Baer’s camp, with sports scribes as 
honor guests. 

Several other stunts to arouse pub- 
licity and exploitation ideas on the 
production also will be worked out 
during the week. Tom Waller went 
from Par’s home office publicity staff 
to handle, 











,at 


———=2 


as 





'be. List, Psychologist, 
Puts Film Critics 
Also in Passe Class 


_—— = 


New York, 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In the trade press I find an ad- 
vertisement of M-G-M’s ‘Goodbye, 
Mr. Chips,’ and inasmuch as this 
<0 wel] shows up some of the points 
I made at the AMPA luncheons I 
am calling your attention to it. 


The illustration, with its legend, 
‘FULL HOUSE WITH CHIPS AT 
THE ASTOR,’ does what it is sup- 
posed to do—it arrests the attention 
immediateiy and dces this by means 
of a clever pictorial pur. If the rest 
of the advertisement had only car- 
ried on as well I would never have 
had to bring the accusation that I 
did—that motion picture advertising 
is behind the times. 

Unfortunately, however, the rest 
of the advertisement jolts us rudely 
back to 1920 or before. 

Take the three lines under the 
legend. I have before me a survey 
made in 1920. This shows that in 
1,540 motion picture advertisements 
only three words were used oftener 
than the word ‘boxoffice.’ It further 
states that references to reviews ap- 
pears in 50% of them and that ap- 
peals to the joy you'll feel at seeing 
this particular picture is mentioned 
25% of the time. 

The survey quoted above shows 
that in these same 1,540 advertise- 
ments, pictures presenting (‘in the 
same old phrase) ‘record-breaking 
opening days’ in front of theatres 
were displayed 490 times, or about 
one-third of the time. 

As for the blurbs from the review- 
ers: not one has an original slant, 
But a more important point, I think, 
is this: The picture was built to ap- 
peal to intelligence, or desire, or 
both. But what is there in any one 
of these excerpts that points toward 
either one? Nothing suggests that the 
picture has anything informative or 
inspiring or that the picture may 
possess appeals to positive virtues, 
such aS courage, progressiveness, or 
anything else. Instead, we are hand- 
ed the old combinations — ‘directed 
brilliantly,’ ‘really great photoplay,’ 
etc., words colorless and meaning 
nothing at all because they are so 
often used. If these reviewers had 
written in the thought patterns of 
today they would be very stimulat- 
ing. 

However, I believe the day of 
using reviewer's excerpts in this par- 
ticular way is gone. In the first 
place, the critics do not present a 
fresh viewpoint. They are people 
who have seen so many pictures 
they are case-hardened. They are 
more sophisticated toward life than 
most people who go to the movies. 
And last but not least, they can 
hardly be free entirely from box- 
office influence, 


The point may be brought up that 
this advertisement is meant for the 
exhibitors, and the opinions of Howe 
ard Barnes, Frank Nugent, etc.., 
count a great deal. Of course, these 
critics count. But don’t over-estimate 
their value. The exhibitor wants to 
know what there really is in the pic- 
ture and these people tell him. But 
he is even more vitally concerned 
with the question: Will the women 
and children of my community 
come to see this? Therefore, if your 
excerpts were opinions, not from re- 
viewers, but from Parent-Teacher 
Associations, heads of women’s clubs, 
etc.—organizations that have paral- 
lels in the exhibitor’s own city or 
town—organizations his own people 
know and respect—the value would 
be higher and the exhibitor would 
have a better chance to make an ac- 
curate judement about his own 
town’s reaction. 

I feel intensely about this matter 
of motion picture advertising. So, 
when I see an advertisement like 
‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’—on which s0 
much money has: been spent — I 
regret that the greatest possible ef- 
fect and power is not there. It could 
be there so easily if it were psychol- 
ogically brought up to date. 

J. §. List. 





Power for ‘Apollo’ 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Tyrone Power gets top role in 
‘Johnny Apollo,’ due to roll at 20th- 
Fox when he and Annabella return 
from their honeymoon. 
Currently actor is bicycling be- 
tween ‘The Rains Came’ and ‘Second 





Fiddle’. 
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BB. Circus, Heat, Rain Ruin Philly: 


PICTURE GROSSES 





VARIETY 








Loy-Taylor Not So Lucky at $11,500 


Philadelphia, May 23. 

With some competish from night 
baseball, considerable from the cir- 
cus, and most from the weather- 
man, grosses here this sesh are un- 
healthy right along the line. Major 
league ball under floodlights is a 
new event to Philly and attracting 
pretty good patronage, while the 
Ringling Bros, outfit is an accus- 
tomed source of grief to exhibitors. 
Weather, however, is the chief of- 
fender. Heat and sunshine drove 
‘em out of tewn Saturday and Sun- 
day, Then chances for biz Sunday 
night were wrecked by a bad thun- 
derstorm just at show time. And, to 
top it, the storm nlayed a return en- 
gagement at the identical hour last 
night (Monday). 

Only newcomer is ‘Lucky Night,’ 
at Boyd, and it belies its name with 
a poor $11,500. Other important 
first-runs are h.o.s. ‘Union Pacific,’ 
in its second week at the Stanley, is 
scarcely justifying the stay at $8,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57)— 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) (6th wk.). 
This winds up the longest first-run a 
pic has had in Philly in years and to 
its credit, too, at $5,000, all things 
considered. Last week garnered 
$5,800. ‘Stolen Life’ (Par) opens 
tomorrow (Wed.) evening. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)— 
‘Lucky Night’ (MG). Strictly one 
from the hen house at $11,500. Last 
week, ‘Dark Victory’ (WB), got four 
days of a third stanza, in which it 
rang up $6,000, okay. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-43)—‘Tell 
Tales’ (M-G). House embarks on a 
new policy this week, which has 
been shifted from the Palace. Gets 
first-runs and _ three-hour. shows. 
N.s.h. though at $6,000. Last week, 
‘Dodge City’ (WB) (3d run) not 
equal to the situation at $5,500. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68 )— 
‘Some Hot’ (Par) and ‘Mikado in 
Swing’ unit on the stage. Flesh por- 
tion of the combo is considered by 
house execs as practically the en- 
tire draw this sesh. Results, either 
way, are weak at $19,000. Last week, 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) with Horace 
Heidt on stage, so-so $20,500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 
‘Mutiny Bounty’ (M-G) (reissue). 
Being held as a fill-in for only six 
days; return trip’s not so bad at 
$3,000, although hardly a profitable 
showing for the house. Last week, 
‘Conquest’ (Rep) (2d run), poor at 


$3,500. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 32-42-57)— 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB) (2d run). 
Showing fair strength with $4,000 
after playing 18 days in town previ- 
ously. Last week, ‘Castles’ (RKO) 
(2d run), unfortunate $3,500. 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42)— 
‘Castles’ (RKO) (3d run). House 
reverts this week to subsequents 
after a shot at initial-runs. Doing 
oke, too, at $4,000. Last week, ‘Hotel 


Imperial’ (Par), with three-hour 
show, weak $4,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)— 


‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d week). 
Holdover came somewhat as a sur- 
prise after mediocre $15,000 in the 
tee-off stanza and is scarcely justify- 
ing itself at $8,000 currently. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-32-42)— 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) (2d run) (2d week). 
Pic doing oke biz for the house at 
$4,500 on a second stanza. Last week, 
$5,500, same story. 


‘PYG’ OFF IN B’KLYN 


Great Notices, But Only Moderate 
B. O. at $16,000 


Brooklyn, May 23. 

There’s an abundance of excellent 
flicker fare on downtown screens, 
with best biz this stanza at RKO Al- 
bee, which is flashing ‘East Side of 
Heaven’ and ‘Chasing Danger’, and 
Fabian Fox, displaying ‘Confessions 
of Nazi Spy’ and ‘Sweepstakes Win- 
ner. 

Shaw’s ‘Pygmalion’, at Metropoli- 
tan, got great notices from local 
scribes, but not getting much at b. o. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘East Side 
Heaven’ (Par) and ‘Chasing Danger’ 
(20th). Nice $19,000. Last week, 
‘Alexander Bell’ (20th) and ‘Ex- 
Champ (U), good $16,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Nazi Spy’ 
(WB) and ‘Sweepstakes Winner’ 
(Col). Pienty local interest in Nazi 
flicker will boost attendance to ex- 
cellent $18,500. Last week, ‘Conquest’ 
(Rep) and ‘On Trial’ (WB), okay 
$19,000. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—‘Pygmalion’ 
(M-G) and ‘Big Town Czar’ (U). At- 
tractive notices, but no great shakes 
at b. 0. Moderate $16,000. Last week 
Hardy’s (M-G) and ‘Within Law’ 
M-G), good $17,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50 )—‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB) and ‘Torchy’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Good $16,000. Last week 
pair drew fine $22,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40)—‘Trapped 
in. Sky’ (Col) and ‘Boys Reforma- 
tory’ (Mono). Dull $4,500. Last week, 
‘Eagle Hawk’ (Par) and ‘First Offen- 
der’ (Col), quiet $5,000. , 

















Key City Grosses — 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week...........$1,336,300 
(Based on 24 cities, 165 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 
N.Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Vear........0+...+$1,350,300 
(Based on 22 cities, 151 theatres) 


TURF - MURDER’ 
BRUTAL $10,000 
INBOSTON 











Boston, May 23. 

‘Rose of Washington Square’ is the 
coin headliner, with ‘Lucky Night’ 
second this week in a tepid town. 
‘Gracie Allen Murder’ and ‘King of 
Turf,’ dualed, are also making news 
this week by diving towards a rec- 
ord low. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40) — 
‘Undercover Agent’ (Mono) (ist run) 
and ‘Blondie’ (Col) (2d run), dou- 
ble, with vaude, for four days: and 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Love 
Affair’ (RKO) (both 2d run), dual, 
for three days. Fairly healthy, 
around $7,500. Last week, ‘Call of 
Wild’ (20th) (3d run) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Spy’ (Col) (ist run), dual, with 
vaude, four days; and ‘Three Mus- 
keteers’ (20th) and ‘Inside Story’ 
(20th) (both 2d run), dual, for three 
days, medium $6,200. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40-55) 
—WUnion Pacific’ (Par) and ‘Winner 
Take All’ (20th) (both 2d run). Hit- 
ting medium $5,000 gait. Last week, 
‘Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Drummond’ 
(Par), dual, $6,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Rose’ (20th) and ‘Risky 
Business’ (U). Has strong $18,000 
complexion and slated for holdover. 
Last week, ‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘Cisco’ 
(20th), second week, pleasing $14,300. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55) — ‘King of Turf’ (UA) and 
‘Gracie Allen Murder’, Lucky to hit 
$10,000, very low. Last week. ‘Nazi 
Spy’ (WB) and ‘Torchy Mayor’ 
(WB), double, under expectations, 
but good $18,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Tell 
No Tales’ (M-G). Hitting medium 
pace, about $15,000. Last week, ‘Free- 
dom Ring’ (M-G)-and ‘Broadway 
Serenade’ (M-G), dual, $14,500. 

Paramount {M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Union Pacific? (Par) and 
‘Winner Take All’ (20th) (both 2d 
run). Fair $7,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Bull- 
dog Drummond’ (Par), $7,500. 


Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
‘Conquest’ (Rep) (2d run) and 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) (reissue). 
Adequate $5,500. Last week, ‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Wife’s 
Relatives’ (Rep), very good $8,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Tell No 
Tales’ (M-G). Fair $11,000 forecast. 
Last week, ‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) 
and ‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G), 
dual, $10,000, so-so. 


Nags Out, L’ville Up; 
Loy-Taylor, $8,500, 
Crosby, 76, Both OK 


Louisville, May 23. 

Gee-gees brought to a close their 
encirclement of Churchill Downs 
Saturday (20), ending 19 days of 
racing, and theatres can now settle 
down to expect some better play at 
the b.o. Nags have strong appeal 
for natives and pic houses don’t look 
for anything stupendous while rac- 
ing is in full sway. 

‘Lucky Night,’ dualled at Loew’s 
State, and ‘East Side of Heaven,’ 
paired with ‘White Room’ at the 
Rialto, are rolling along for top coin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,500; 15-30-40) —- ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par). Still picking up profitable 
trade after bumper stanza at Rialto. 
Moveover opened strong and indica- 
tions are for oke $2,500. Last week, 
‘Graham Bell’ (20th) and ‘Chasing 
Danger’ (20th), fair $1,700. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) and ‘Musket- 
eers’ (20th). Beginning to notice 
the warm weather dip and looks to 
end up with fairish $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) and 
‘St. Louis Blues’ (Par), okay, $],700. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 








‘Nazi,’ $6,000, Noisy 
And Strong in Port. 


Portland, Ore., May 23. 


tlement of a port labor dispute, 
which affected mills and payrolls, all 
combining to boost biz this week in 
the major spots. It’s a strong week 
for most houses. 

‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’, at UA, 
is drawing strong audience reaction, 
cheers and boos marking showings in 





Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-35- 
| 40)—*Wonderful World’ (M-G) and 
' ‘Code Streets’ (U). Good results at 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Zenobia’ (UA) 
and ‘Blackwell’ (WB), with three- 


Hardy, Harry Langdon and Shirley 
~~ failed to do better than $4,700, 
air. 

Mayfair (Rarker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 30-35-40)—‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par). Good $2,400, following three 
big weeks at the Paramount, which 
grossed a total of about $18,000,. Last 
week, ‘Hardy’s’ (M-G) and ‘Society 
Lawyer’ (M-G) pair $2,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40)— ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) 
and ‘Sorority House’ (RKO), Good 
$5,000, Last week, ‘Lady’s Kentucky’ 
(Par) and ‘Never Die’ (Par), average 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40) ‘Washington 
Square’ (20th) and ‘Crowded Hours’ 
(RKO). Good enough $5,500. Last 
week, 3d) ‘Unien Pacific’ (Par) 
closed for okay $4,700. 

Pix (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)—‘Jesse 
James’ (20th) and ‘Girl Downstairs’ 
(M-G). Duo of re-runs nice $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Stand Up’ (M-G) and 
“West Point’ (FN), average $1,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—‘Nazi Spy’ (FN) and ‘Love 
Money’ (U). Answering to heavy 
buildup and getting strong $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kid Texas’ (M-G), fair $4,400. 


Lucky’ Lawyer’ 
$12,000 Winner 
In Dualled K.C. 


_.. Kansas City, May 23. 

Double bills are in the majority 
on film row for first time in several 
weeks. ‘Lucky Night’ and ‘Society 
Lawyer,” at Midland, comprise a 
strong bill and doing the biz of the 
town, 

Orpheum, whose skedded closing 
last week was temporarily delayed, 
and Newman join the double-bill 
entries, both playing to average biz. 

Tower remains on its flesh diet 
with ‘French Folies’ on stage. There’s 
a possibility of an early closing of 
this house as house is operating on 
week-to-week notice. 

Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptewn (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200: 10-25-40) — 
‘Rose’ (20th) (2d wk.). Opening 
week saw strong $8,000; okay $5,000 
currently. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Society 
Lawyer’ 








(M-G). Loy-Taylor and 
good support are bringing ’em in. 
Week may _ see $12,000, good, 


hold-over caliber, but not likely to 
stay more than seven days with 
strong films on the waiting list. Last 
week (2d), ‘Hardys’ (M-G) and 
‘Within Law’ (M-G), fair $6,800. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40 )—‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par) and 
‘Hot’ (Par). First double here in sev- 
eral weeks. Fair $5,500. Last week 
(2d), ‘Union Pacific’ (Par), nice 
$6,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—With Murder’ (WB) and ‘Sorority 
House’ (RKO). House closing de- 
layed for these, but not too encour- 
aging; $5,000. Last week (2d), ‘Nazi 
Spy’ (WB). good $5,500. 

Tower (Fox Midwest) (2,050; 10- 
25-40)—‘Love or Money’ (U) and 
Count Berni Vici’s revue on stage. 
Only draw here is flesh and encour- 
aging at $8.000. Last week, ‘Red- 
woods’ (Col) and vaude. headed by 
Stroud Twins, poor $5,500. 





30-40)—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and 
‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G). Loy-Tay- 
lor combo proving lucky at the 
wicket and windup points to town- 
topper $8,500. Last week (2d), 
‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Let Live’ (Col), 
suffered dip to miid $4,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )\—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Continued word-of-mouth helping to 
good $3,300. Same pic turned in 
better than $4,000 opening stanza. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40 )—‘East Side Heaven’ (U) and 
‘White Room’ (U). Aiming at good 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par), after terrific ballyhoo, re- 
sponded with large $8,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40) — ‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par) 
and ‘Some Hot’ (Par). Mild $3,000 
will be about tops. Last week. ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (20th) and ‘Made Spy’ (RKO), 
just about medium $3,100. 





Lapse of a local heat wave and set- | 


demonstration of anti-Hitler feelings. | 


day personal appearance of Oliver | 


Rose,’ Victory’ Halve $47,400 Take 





Record $60,000, { 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Bee TO. sccccvsevess $289,400 
(Based on 11 theatres) 


OMAHA FALLING, 
BUTGB. SHAW 
NICE 8146 


Omaha, May 23. 

First summer weather coupled 
with pictures without names. means 
so-se biz here this week. Merchants 
around town also report trade off. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue-Dundee-Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-950-600; 10-25)—‘Honest 
Man’ (U) and ‘Fast Loose’ (M-G), 
dual; split with ‘There Goes Heart’ 
(UA), St. Louis Blues’ (Par) and 
‘Blackwell’ (WB), tripler. Headed 
for $1,900, good. Last week ‘Love 
Affair’ (RKO) and ‘Let Freedom 
Ring’ (M-G), dual; split with ‘Girls 
White’ (M-G) and ‘Devil Island’ 
(WB), dual, $1,700, so-so. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘With Murder’ (WB) and 
‘Sweepstakes Winner’ (WB), dual. 
Hoping for $4,500, average. Last 
week ‘Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Sorority 
House’ (RKO), $5,700, dandy. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) and ‘Newsboys 
Home’ (U), dual. Getting the most 
biz; $8,500, nice. Last week ‘Hardys’ 
(M-G) and ‘One Third Nation’ (Par), 
$8,700, swell. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Madden’ (M-G) and ‘Everybody’s 
Baby’ (20th), dual. Looks like $8,500, 
n.s.h. Last week ‘Cafe Society’ (Par) 
and ‘Beachcomber’ (Par), $9,000, sat- 
isfactory. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘Homicide Bureau’ (Col), ‘Phantom 
Stage’ (U), first runs, and ‘Black- 
well’ (FN), tripler; split with “Trig- 
ger Pals’ (GN), ‘North Shanghai’ 
(Col), first-runs, and ‘Honest Man’ 
(U), tripler. Aiming at $1,700, good. 
Last week “Trouble Sundown’ (RKO), 
‘Conyict’ (Rep), first-runs, and ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ (Par), tripler; split with 
‘Cowgirl’ (GN), first-run, ‘Love Af- 
fair’ (RKO) and ‘Devils Island’ (FN), 
tripler, $1,600, fairish, 


‘NAZI SPY SPRY 
$11,000 IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, May 23. 

Business continues to be far from 
bright here. Top figures show de- 
cided signs of weakness, although a 
slight bracing in the lower bracket 
grosses is giving some cause for op- 
timism. 

‘Lucky Night,’ at Buffalo, is hold- 
ing top place, but only by a narrow 
margin and with the week’s figure 
indicating a slow slipping of business 
at the house. ‘Nazi Spy,’ at the 
Lakes, is getting a good play from 
a curiosity draw in this strong Ger- 
man stronghold. 























In Perky L.A. Week: 











UP. Heading For 
Wks.; ‘Chips 5G, 2d 


Los Angeles, May 23. 

Generally improved tone all around 
currently, with ‘Rose of Washington 
Square’ and ‘Dark Victory’ leading 
the town at State-Wilshire and War- 
ners’ Hollywood and Downtown. 
Holdovers are faring well, Four Star 
hanging up record with ‘Mr. Chips’; 
Paramount winding up three weeks 
and five days of very profitable run 
with ‘Union Pacific, and RKO and 
Pantages doing a second stanza each 
with ‘East Side of Heaven.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 30-40- 
55)—‘Hardy’s (M-G) and ‘Society 
Lawyer’ (M-G) dual. Continued 
first run policy at this onetime two- 
a-day deluxer not very encouraging. 
This week slim $2,000. Last week 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Baskerville’ 
(20th), okay $2.,800. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB). Bette 
Davis surefire, good $11,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) (2d 
week), fair $8,400. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (2d week). Best 
biz house has had in months and 
second stanza looks nifty $5,000. 
First seven days brought big $7,600, 
after setting house record opening 
day at regular prices. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB). Bette 
Davis heading house for sweet $13,- 
000. Last week, second stanza ‘Nazi 
Spy’ (WB), okay $7,200. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Persons in Hiding’ (Par) and 
‘At Circus’ (RKO) dual and vaude- 
ville. Not so hot $7,500. Las week, 
second runs with Maxie Rosenbloom 
on stage, fair. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘East Side of Heaven’ (U) ard ‘Out- 
side These Walls’ (Col) dual, (2d 
wk). So-so $5,100 on holdover, 
First week topped $11,700. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—Union Pacific’ (Par) and stage 
show (4th week). Winds up with 
final five-day week ta lucrative 
$8,000. Third full stanza $13,500, 
with engagement looking li:: sweet 
$60,000, top grosser here this season. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55 )—‘East Side’ 
(U) and ‘Whispering Enemies’ (Col) 
dual (2d week). Second stanza fair 
$5,400 after okay $10,500 initial seven 
days. 

State, Loew-Fox (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—Washington Square’ (20th) and 
‘Danger Island’ (20th) dual. Should 
have no trouble reachiny $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Hardy's’ (M-G) and ‘So- 
af Lawyer’ (M-G), just fair $13,- 


United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Hardy’s (M-G) and ‘Society 
Lawyer’ (M-G) dual. Just fair on 
moveover for around $2,800. Last 
week, ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Basker- 
villes’ (20th), okay $3,400. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Washington Square’ (20th) and 
‘Danger Island’ (20th) dual. Dipped 
over weekend and only goodish 
$9,400 in sight. Broke opening day 
record with $1,507 in till. Last week, 
‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Society Law- 
yer’ (M-G), excellent $9,300. 


‘Hardys,’ $4,100, ‘Best 


In Below Par Lincoln 


Lincoln, May 23. 

That Hardy gang, Mickey Rooney, 
et al., is biting out the bigger chunk 
of available amusement money this 
week. The rest of the town has gone 
mostly to pot. 

Very disappointing in this western 
conscious town is ‘Man of Conquest.’ 
‘Beachcomber’ is doing badly and 
‘Cisco Kid’ is light. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) (750; 
10-15)—‘Feud of Range’ (Rep) and 
‘Blind Alibi’ (RKO), split with 








Estimates for Thils Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55 )— 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G). Got only fair , 
notices and business is mild at $12,- | 
000. Last week ‘Washington Square’ 
(20th), fair $13,000. 


Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO) and ‘Bulldo 
Drummond’ (Par). This bill is o 


another notch to around poor $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) 
and ‘Within Law’ (M-G), sub-normal, 
$4,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘Women 
Wind’ (WB). Heavy advertising and 
heavy opening indicate this one will 
go across for around $11,000, good. 
Last week ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d 
wk.), quieted down for so-so $6,500. 

Hipp ‘Shea) (2,100; 25-40)—‘Dr. 
Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Sorority House’ 
(RKO). Slight increase noticeable, 
but still weak at around $5,000. Last 
week ‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par) and 
‘Danger Island’ (20th), poor $4,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—Streets New York’ (Mono) and 
‘Family Next Door’ (U). About av- 
erage takings indicated; over $6,000. 








Last week, ‘ gn uest? (U). and 
‘Wife’s Relatives” (Rep), poor $5,000. 


‘Spoilers of Range’ (Col) and ‘She’s 
Got Everything’ (RKO). Fair $900. 
Last week, ‘Pony Express’ (Rep) and 
‘Saturday's Heroes’ (RKO), split 
with ‘Flight From Glory’ (RKO) and 
‘Boys Reformatory’ (Mono), so-so 


Liberty (NTI-Noble) (1,000; 10-15- 
25)—Flying Irishman’ (RKO) and 
‘Miss X’ (Rep). Looks slim, $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Stand Accused’ (Rep), light 
$900. 
Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
20-25)—‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). N.s.g. 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par), second week, got excellent 
$3,700. First stanza, which was super, 
got $6,000 at Nebraska. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40 )—‘Hardys’ (M-G). Very good 
$4,100 for nine days. Last week. ‘Rose 
(20th), pulled on sixth day, fair 
$2,800. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- 
25-35 )—‘Beachcomber’ (Par), Select- 
ers taking, others passing. Bad $1,700 
for six days. Last week. ‘Lucky 
Night’ (M-G). $3.700. al) right. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- 
35)—-‘Conquest’ (Rep). Disappoint- 
ing $2,500. Last week, second stanza, 
for ‘Nazi Svv’ (WB). weak &1 9an 
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PICTURE GROSSES 








Heat, Taxes Pile Up More Mpls. Grief 


‘Nazi Spy,’ $8,500, 
Excellent in Seattle 


Seattle, May 23. 
A dash of rain and chiliiness— 
| the first to break the drought in two 








UP’ OK 8146, but Under Expectations: 


Minneapolis, May 23. 

Imminence of real-estate tax pay- 
ment time, start of the fishing season, 
hot weather, fears that the present 
drought will have serious crop rep- 
ercussions, are beclouding conditions 
still further and increased non-the- 
atrical opposition are additional flies 
in the bitter ointment that the show- 
houses are having to swallow these 
days. They are aggravating a busi- 
ness situation already very bad for 
the theatres because of the generally 
poor local trade conditions. 

There’s really only one outstand- 
ing new attraciion, ‘Union Pacific,’ 
currently, and, perhaps, it’s just as 
well in view of the adverse condi- 
tions. The fine Paramount picture 
is doing pretty well at the State, but 
far less than it would cop if nor- 
malcy prevailed. 

The Orpheum went into the red 
last week with the Shep Fields’ 
stage show. As a result, stage shows 
probably will be entirely out for 
the rest of the summer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25) — 
*‘Women in Wind’ (WB) and ‘Saint 
Back’ (RKO), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Torchy’ (WB) and ‘Chasing 
Danger’ (20th), also dual first-runs. 
Light $1,000 in prospect. Last week, 
“Made Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Back Door 
Heaven’ (Par), dual first-runs, split 


with ‘Renegade Trail’ (Par) and 
*Rookie Cop’ (RKO), also duals, 
$1,200, mild. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 


35-40 )—‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par). No 
cast names and not outstanding 
enough to overcome handicap of bad 
conditions. Will do well to reach 
$2,400, poor. Last week, ‘Dodge City’ 
(WB), $4,000, mild, after big $7,800 
first week at State. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25) — 
*Madden’ (M-G). Good attraction for 
this house and trade an improve- 
ment over most recent weeks. Fairly 
good $2,600 in prospect. Last week. 
‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G), $2,000, light 
and went out aftr sixth day. 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)—‘Love 
Affair’ (RKO) split with ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ (UA). First -neighborhood 
showings. Mild $1,800 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Midnight’: (Par) split 
with ‘Topper’ (UA), first nabe show- 
ings, $1,600, mild. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,300: 25- 
35-40)—‘Honest Man’ (U). Drew 
good notices, but suffering with the 
rest from the depression. Enroute 
to poor $3,500. Last week, ‘Freedom 
Rinse’ (M-G) and Shep Fie!ds’ orch. 
Latter entirely responsible for poor 
$11.000, picture not counting. 

State (Par-Sinzer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par). All agree 
it’s humdinger of a picture, but hard 
times are holding down takings. Not 
helped, either, by fact that it so 
closely follows so many other super- 
westerns, ‘Dodge City’ and ‘Stage 
Coach.’ ete. Should reach pretiv 
good $8500—anywhere from $2,000 
to $4,000 less than such an attrac- 
tion ordinarily would gross here. 


Last week, ‘Washington Square’ 
(20th), $5.000. mild. 
Time (Gillman) (290; 25-35) — 


‘Story Cheat’ (foreign) (2d _ wk.). 
Lots of kind words for this picture, 
but going difficult just the same. 
Reaching toward light $600. Last 
week, $800. not so forte. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
— ‘Grand Illusion’ (foreign) (2d 
wk.). Heaps of praise, but no rush 
of customers. Yanked after fourth 
day with light $400. ‘Prison Without 
Bars’ (UA) ovened today (Tues). 
Last week, $1,400, fair. 


MIKADO GOOD 
$6,900 IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, May 23. 

‘Rose of Washington Square’ is 
romping home with the b.o. laurels 
currently, its take at the Albee over- 
shadowing other fresh releases in 
three major houses. Of the latter, 
the Shubegst is doing okay on ‘Mika- 
do’; Keith’s is registering fair with 
‘Return of Cisco Kid’ and the Lyric 
is down under on ‘Tell No Tales’. 

*‘Holdover on ‘Union Pacific’ at the 
Palace is mild, but encore on the 
*‘Hardys’, moved over to the Capitol, 
is doing swell. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Rose’ 
(20th). Big $15,000. Last week, 
*‘Hardys’ (M-G), smash $17,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42) — 
*‘Hardys’ (M-G). Moved over from 
Albee for second week. Swell $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) 
(2d run), poor $3,200. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 20-30) — 
*"Sudden Money’ (Par) and ‘Sunset 
Trail’ (Par), solit with ‘On Trial’ 
(WB) and ‘Drummond's Police’ 
(Par). Under average $1,900. Same 
last week on ‘First Offenders’ (Col) 
and ‘Blue Montana’ (Par), split with 








unusual months—broke the heat 
wave for some boxoffice relief this 
week. ‘Nazi Spy’, at Paramount, is 
coming close to nice take of ‘Union 
Pacific’ at the same house two weeks 


‘Moto’ (20th) and ‘Jane Arden’ (WB). 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—'Bell’ 
(20th) (2d run). Pic finished a week 
at the Albee May 4. Encore a mis- 





take; current taxe pegged for poor | 28° No repercussions about the 
$1,700. Last week, ‘Dark Victory’ | ‘°W"- 
(WB) (2d run), n.s.h. $2,000. Estimates for This Week 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42) —| Blue Mouse (Evergreen) (850; 32- 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th), Eight days; fair | 37-42)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par), after 
$4,500. Last week, ‘San Francisco’ | two weeks at Paramount. Expect big 
(M-G) (reissue), yanked after fifth | $2,900. Last week, ‘Hardy’s’ (M-G) 
day, low $1,400. l}and ‘Kid Texas’ (M-G), $1,900, okay. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Tell| Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
No Tales’ (M-G).. Whispering with a| (1,900; 21-32)—‘Stagecoach’ (UA) 
season’s low for $2,500. Last week, | and ‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) (2d run). 


‘Prison Without Bars’ (UA), fair| traveling for possible $3,200, good. 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42) — | and ‘Girls White’ (M-G), second run, 


‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d wk.). Un- 
usual holdover for this house: mild 
$8,000. Last week below expectations 


5 days, $1,600, poor. 
Fifth Avenue (Hambrick - Ever- 
green) (2,349; 32-37-42 ‘Lucky Night’ 


at $13,000. (M-G) and ‘Secret Service’ (WB). 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42) —| Nifty pair, anticipated good $6,200. 
‘Mikado’ (U). Okay $6,500. Last! Last week, ‘Washington Square’ 
week, ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) (2d wk.),| (20th) and ‘Pardon Nerve’ (20th), 


light $3.000 after swell $6,000 on first 


held nine days, $7,400 okay 
seven days. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Alfred Reginald Allen, Philly socialite whose resignation as manager of 
the Philadelphia orchestra to become publicity chief of the newly-organ- 
ized Famous Productions (Harry Edington), denies that Leopold Stokow- 
ski and Greta Garbo, both personal friends, are tied up in a deal with 
Eddington. “Two and two do not make four in this case,’ Allen declares, 
admitting, however, the coincidence that: 1. Edington introduced Garbo 
to American films; 2, Stokowski is under contract to Universal, which has 
a financial interest in Famous Productions and will release all of its 
product; 3, both Garbo and Stoki are said to be so interested in a film 
version of ‘Tristran and Isolde,’ based on a script prepared by Avery Hare 
Hutchinson, Allen’s cousin, that they are contemplating independent pro- 
duction by Famous. 














The initial 15c. dividend declared on the common since Paramount 
emerged from reorg was regarded in Wall Street as being nothing to en- 
courage additional: conversion from the two preferred shares to the com- 
mon stock. Rather, the small divvy was viewed in financial circles as a 
protective measure in case there is a proxy fight of any proportions at the 
annual meeting next month. 

Fact that Par now has declared a cash payment on its common in about 
two years after the company was placed on a sound basis is understood to 
be a talking point for the management and a reason why it should not be 
disturbed. That is what the Street hears. 





Reason that Adolph Zukor’s name is not on the proxy committee on 
notices of the annual stockholders’ meeting to be held at the home office 
June 20 is that the chairman of the board is unlikely to be in America at 
that time. He and John W. Hicks, Jr., head of foreign operations, are 
planning to leave for Australia before then. 

Committee which seeks proxies consists of Barney Balaban, Stanton L. 
Griffis, Y. Frank Freeman, Stephen A. Callaghan and Harvey D. Gibson, 
Sole business coming up before stockholders’ meeting is election of 16 di- 
rectors for coming year, including Zukor as a candidate. 





When Joe Schenck was east recently, he and Joe Moskowitz, his New 
York rep at 20th-Fox, went out to the Fair and saw George Jessel’s 
Little Old New York under ¢onstruction. It’s not yet completed, being 
slated to premiere the end of this week, but Jessel sold both the idea of a 
story to be called either ‘It Happened at the Fair’ or ‘Old New York’ (as 
distinguished from Mrs. Rida Johnson Young’s ‘Little Old New York), 
utilizing the N.Y. Fairgrounds as a story background. Jessel is starting 
on it some time in August, flying back and forth to the Coast because of 
his radio broadcasts. 





Sidney Skolsky’s new writing pact with Paramount will put off for a 
time his resumption of his Hollywood newspaper column, according to 
Douglas Whitney, head of the Federal Feature Syndicate. Announced by 
Whitney that Skolsky had agreed to resume columning for Federal, and 
Whitney had allegedly lined up some 10 papers in as many key cities for 
the feature. 

Skolsky’s writing contract with Paramount came about after he sold a 
story to that company. 





Agfa Ansco Corp., a Delaware company formed as a consolidation of 
Agfa Ansco of New York and of Agfa Ansco of Delaware, filed a state- 
ment and designation in Albany that its office for the conduct of a photo- 


Ernst Schwarz is listed as president of the company and its capital stock is 
given as $480,000, $100 par value. Delaware headquarters are at 100 W. 
10th street, Wilmington. Breed, Abbott & Morgan, 15 Broad street, N.Y.C., 
filing attorneys. 





Autographs of film stars on women’s dresses, kids’ rompers and men’s 
shirts are causing a ruckus among major studio publicity heads, who are 
wondering whether the John Hancocks are genuine. Protest by RKO 
resulted in a comeback by cloth manufacturers which showed legal re- 
leases, supposedly signed by the stars in question. Some of the players 
insist they never signed. Cloth maker’s attorney has joined the studio 
folks in an inquiry. 





‘Double Crime in the Maginot Line’ (French) starts a test run at the 
RKO Albee, Providence, beginning tomorrow (Thurs.), with a view to- 
wards circuit bookings. Al Selig is handling advance campaign. 

Only a handful of foreign pictures, such as ‘Mayerling,’ ‘Grand Illusion’ 
and ‘Pearls of the Crown’ have played the large circuits. 





20th-Fox’s problem picture, ‘White Lady of the Orient,’ which bore the 
original handle of “The Girl from Brooklyn,’ has again been shunted to a 
siding. For the second time it has been withdrawn from release after con- 
siderable retakes and added scenes. Film has Alice Faye and Warner 
Baxter in the top bracket. 





When sweet girl grads step up on Commencement Day next month for 
their sheepskins, many will be doing an informal screen test, particularly 
in the big eastern schools. The dearth of comely personalities has caused 
virtually every major film company to assign talent scouts to 0.0. the new 
alumnae. , 





Lou Irwin sold his managerial contract with the Ritz Bros. to Music Corp. 
of America for $25,000. The Ritzes are under contract for two more pic- 
tures at 20th-Fox, with the right to make one on the outside, now being 





negotiated. 


graphic supplies business in New York state is 29 Charles St., Binghamton. | 500 
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Nazi’ $15,000, Untroubled in S.F; 
Joan Davis- Sorority’ OK $17,500 





‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (2d wk). 
indicated $8,000, great. Last week, 
same film, soared above expectations 
for swell $10,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42) — ‘Mutiny Bounty’ 
(M-G) (reissue). Anticipate only 
$2,000, slow. Last week, ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ (UA) (3d wk), $1,400, so-so. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42)—‘King Chinatown’ 
(Par) and ‘Crowded Hours’ (RKO). 
Indicate only $3,000, very poor. Last 
week, ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Risky 
Business’ (U), $3,100, slow. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42) —‘Conquest’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Expect big $5,000. Last week, ‘Long 
Shot’ (GN) and ‘Convict’ (Rep), plus 
‘Broadway Merry-Go-Round’ unit, 


$4,900, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42)—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) 
and ‘Wife’s Relations’ (Rep). Big 


campaign for former, timely topic 
aiding to great $8,500. Last week 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par), second week, 
okay $4,600. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) 800; 21-32)— 
‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) and ‘Wife’s 
Relations’ (Rep). Heading for fair 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Honest Man (U) 
and ‘Fisherman’s Wharf’ (RKO) (2d 
run), slow $1,600. 

Uptown (Sterling) (800; 27-42)— 
‘Smiling Along’ (20th). Aiming at 
elite ard indicate okay $600. Last 
week, ‘Tempest’ (Tro-Nat), second 
week, $500, good. 


Wash. See-Saws; 


Moppet Hypoes 
‘Heaven,’ $10,000 


Washington, May 23. 

Up and down this week and, al- 
though nobody is agog with joy, 
only one spot is badly off. ‘Man of 
Conquest’ and Wayne King’s Orch 
at Earle appears to be out in front, 
closely pushed by ‘Hardys Ride 
High,’ which marks Hardy series’ 
graduation here to ace straight pic 
house and is doing better than most 
of the recent high-powered stuff. 
‘Broadway Serenade’ and Charlie 
Barnet’s orch at Capitol are proving 
no competition for other combo bill 
and looks brutal. 

Interesting angle of week is easily 
‘East Side of Heaven,’ putting Crosby 
in Keith’s for first time. Critics all 
panned pic, but went to town on 
Sandy, the baby. House took the 
cue and began playing up Sandy as 
new star discovery with result that 
only fair opening picked up after 
first two days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—Broadway Serenade’ (M-G) and 
vaude, Charlie Barnet no match for 
Wayne King opposish and week 
won't beat poor $13,000. Last week 
‘Baskervilles’ (20th) and Kitty Car- 
lisle, poor $14,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Stagecoach’ (UA) (2d run). Return 
downtown after light stay at Pal- 
ace won't better passable $3,500. Last 
week ‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) (2d 
run), good $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Conquest’ (Rep) and Wayne King. 
Hefty bally and help from ae? 
orch should lead town with oke $17,- 
. Last week ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) 
and vaude, good $19,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘East Side Heaven’ (U). First time 
for Bing Crosby in RKO house and 
Sandy, the baby, is getting sock 
word of mouth, Started slowly and 
shot up after first two days; nice 
$10,000. Last week ‘Castles’ (RKO) 
(2d wk.), built to good $8,500, al- 
though way under Astaire-Rogers 
average. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Union 
Pacific’ (Par) (2d run). Plunked 
back on mainstem after good week 
at Earle and for four days should 
see good $2,000. Three days of ‘With 
Murder’ (WB) took light $1,800. Last 
week ‘Dark Victory’ (WB) (2d run), 


good $5,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 
‘Hardys’ (M-G). Pushing top spot 
to nice $16.000. Last week ‘Bell’ 
(20th), fair $9,500. 


Fine Arts’ Tinters 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Fine Arts bought a block of stock 
in Cosmocolor and plans to make 
six features with the new process, 
on budgets ranging from $150,000 to 














Over the Pacific,’ originally slated 
for black and white. 
Color group will probably be re- 





leased through Grand National. 





San Francisco, May 23. 

In an effort to bolster up biz at 
the Golden Gate, Manager George 
Bole has booked a string of head. 
liners for his stage shows, the first 
of which is current, Joan Davis. A]. 
though take with the film comedi- 
enne won’t be phenomenal by any 
means, even though Miss Davis is 
clicking in a big way with the cus. 
tomers, Gate is getting the best play 
this week by several grand. 

The Warfield is on the upswing 
with ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’, 
Swastikas have been played up 
strongly in all ad copy; with no 
beefs so far. Town has a big Ger- 
man population and picture was 
brought into the Warfield with mis- 
givings from some quarters. Another 
of the newcomers in the money-mak- 
ing class is ‘Only Angels Have 
Wings,’ at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Rose’ (20th) and ‘Danger Island’ 
(20th) (2d wk.). Will turn in ade- 
quate $10,000. Last week, excellent 
$20,000, 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
— ‘Sorority House’ (RKO) and 
vaude headlining Joan Davis. Draw 
is decidedly on the stage side. Al- 
though competish from two new- 
comers on the street is fairly potent, 
Gate will do nice $17,500. Last week, 
‘Lady and the Mob’ (Col), below 
average at $12,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55) — 
‘Angels Wings’ (Col). Should surely 
take around $13,000, good; Cary 
Grant and Jean Arthur providing 
plenty of marquee draw. Last week 
(3d), ‘East Side Heaven’ (U) and 
‘Redwoods’ (Col), scant $6,600 in 10 
days. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—‘Wonderful World’ (M-G) and 
‘On Trial’ (WB). Another screwball 
comedy from Metro which recently 
ground out Taylor and Loy in ‘Lucky 
Night’. The Colbert-Stewart picture 
got better notices from the crix than 
the Taylor-Loy effort and is faring a 
bit better at the b.o. Gross should 
hit about $13,000, good. Last week 
(2d), ‘Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Women 
Wind’ (WB), poor $5,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55- 
75)—San Francisco’ (M-G) and 
‘Champ’ (M-G)..B.o. take still on the 
down side and revival of these films 
isn’t creating enough interest to give 
the St. Francis more than $4,000. 
Last week (3d), ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par), neat $6,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65 )—‘Stage Coach’ (UA) (3d wk.). 
Final stint of five days will fall un- 
der $5,000, fair. Last week (2d), 
pretty good $7,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘Like It Hot’ 
(Par), Expect excellent $15,000. Last 
week (2d), ‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and 
‘Jane Arden’ (WB), $5,500, poor. 


CONQUEST DUAL 
OK 5G IN INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, May 23. 

With two weekends of qualifica- 
tion trials skedded at the Motor 
Speedway in preparation for the 
500-mile race on May 30, theatre 
managers are praying for rain. They 
got their wish on Sunday (21), but a 
bright Saturday lured 50,000 natives 
out to the track and took a toll at 
the boxoffices, 

May is holding up to traditionally 
poor business, with weekday mati- 
nees suffering mostly. Biggest coin 
of town is divided between Circle 
and Loew’s, with former out in front 
dualling ‘Rose of Washington Square’ 
and ‘Sorority House.’ Loew’s is run- 
ning a fairly close second. with 
‘Lucky Night’ and ‘Society Lawyer.” 
Lyric is lagging with six acts and 
‘Torchy Runs for Mayor,’ while 
Apollo is holding its own in its new 
first-run classification with ‘Men of 
Conquest’ and ‘Woman Doctor.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (Katz-Dolle) (1,100: 25-30- 
40)—‘Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Woman 
Doctor’ (Rep). Former pic given all 
the credit for satisfactory $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th). $5.200. Fair. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Rose’ (20th) and ‘Sorority 
House’ (RKO). Pulling top money 
of town with very good $9.500. Last 
week (2d), ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) held 
up well to finish with good $6,200. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Society 
Lawyer’ (M-G). Second money win- 
ner of town, but not up to usual top 
pulling power of Loy and Tavlor at 
$7,900, fair. Last week, ‘Hardys 
(M-G) and ‘Kid Texas’ (M-G), fin- 
hes okay for second week with 








$200,000. First tinter will be ‘Trouble | $6,300 


Lyrie (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Torchy’ (WB) and vaude. Sagging 
badly at $5.500. very poor. Last week, 
Gray Gordon’s orch and ‘Murder 





(WB), barely in black at $8,200. 
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An shane sensation at the Astor, N. Y. and ke: Star Theatre, L. A. 
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Topping “Pygmalion” and now being launched in the same 


showmanship manner. A friendly hit from the Friendly Company. 


GOODBYE MR. CHI 








Directed by SAM 
WOOD. Screen Pla 
by K. C. Scherri 
Claudine West aa 
Eric Maschwitz. 
Produced by Victor 
Saville. An M-G-M., 
Picture. 
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British Defense Bill Seen ven Forcing 
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Picture Industry to Spend Millions 








London, May 15. | Gainsborough Wins Film 


When National Defense Bill goes | 


through Parliament, probably next 
month, film companies’ will be 
handed another sock. Legislation 
will demand that occupiers of all 
big business blocks provide precau- | 
tions for staffs, chiefly by reinforc- 
ing basements against bomb attacks | 
and by sealing them against poison | 
gas. As Wardour street and adja- | 
cent areas are almost completely | 
given over to buildings occupied by | 
major distributors, each _ holdi ing | 
hundreds of employes, costly burden 
is likely to fall on these. 

Already much work of a voluntary | 
class has been put into effect by cer- 
tain of the majors, including conver- 
sion of underground preview thea- 
tres for shelters, while staffs are 
given periodic drill in responding to 
alarm signals. 

Others likely to be severely hit are 
the circuits, as the theatres are 
viewed as possible centers of mass 
protection, especially where under- | 
ground boiler rooms and basements | 
are available. Necessary work here | 
would be on similar lines to that de- 
manded of office blocks. Addition- | 
ally, camouflage of exteriors would 
probably be resorted to, and aggre- | 
gate cost to the major chains, each | 
with between 200 and 400 houses, | 
would run to millions. 

Complicating situation to even! 
greater extent is uncertainty as to 
procedure in time of war. First as- 
sumption is the theatres would be 
shut down, though perhaps only tem- | 
porarily, which would also throw all | 
distribution into the discard. In this | 
event, protective work at head of- 
fices would be largely wasted. 
Similarly, the transfer of film busi- 
ness as is planned, to an agreed 
point in the sticks would have the 
same effect. Use of theatres and 
studios for government storage pur- 
poses would also add further con- 
fusion, 


PRATCHETT IN N. Y. 
FOR H. 0. HUDDLES 


Fred Lange, continental manager 
for Paramount in Eurvpe, sails for 
Europe May 31, after home office | 
huddles that extended for nearly a 
month in New York. Lange will be 
accompanied by his wife, the former 
Rosita Montenegro, whom he mar- 
ried about two weeks ago in. New 
Rochelle. 

A. L. Pratchett, Paramount’s gen- 
eral manager in Central America, 
planed up from Mexico City last 
week to confer on the Mexican sit- 
uation and conditions generally in 
Latin-American countries. He will 

















| riguez 


| players. 





attend the Par sales meeting on the 
Coast next week. 





Pommer Coming Over; 
Par Sets ‘Jamaica Inn’ 





Following recent deal taking world 
rights outside of United Kingdom to 
three Mayflower-Pommer English- 
mades, Paramount has laid plans to 
release ‘Jamaica Inn,’ as first of the 
trio, late in the summer as a 1939- 
40 picture. 

The print on one other, ‘London 
After Dark,’ formerly called ‘St. 
Martin’s Lane,’ is already here and 
Eric Pommer, sailing today (Wed.) 
f-om London, is briging over a 
print of ‘Jamaica Inn.’ ‘London After 
Dark’ will follow the latter on re- 
lease, however. 

Budd Rogers, American represent- 
ative for Mayflower, stated that 
Pommer will confer with Par on 
story treatment and other produc- 
tion plans in connection with ‘Ad- 
mirable Crichton’ while here. He 
will start ‘Crichton’ on return to 
London, 


Bergner-Schwartz Play 


London May 23. 

Negotiations are pending here for 
Elisabeth Bergner to star with 
Maurice Schwartz, the New York 
Yiddish actor-manager, in ‘Profes- 
sor Shelling.’ Play would probably 
be produced at His Majesty’s and 
would be done in English. 

Schwartz recently came here from 
N. Y. via Paris, where he presented 
‘Shelling” in Yiddish. 








Rights to ‘Band Waggon’ 


London, May 15. 
Gainsborough Films, subsidiary of 


| Gaumont-British, has won the film- 


in, rights to ‘Band Waggon,’ the 


~ 


| radio program, from United Artists 


and Associated British, 

Picture goes int» production in 
July, with cast headed by Jack Hyl- 
ton, Syd Walker, Arthur Askey and 
‘Stinker’ Murdoch, 


UNION LIFTS BAN 
IN MEX. ON 
CHAIN 


Federation of Mexican Cinemato- 
| graphic Workers, which had boy- 
cotted servicing the Rodriguez Bros. 








circuit (five houses) in the eastern 


Texas border state of Nueva Leon, 
has permitted Metro and Universal 
distrib. workers, who are union mem- 
bers, to resume shipments from 
Mexico City to the circuit. The 
federal union had claimed the Rod- 
Bros. formed a company 
union. 

The ban on film shipments threat- 
ened to spread to other U. S. major 
companies, 


BRITISH EQUITY ACTS 
TO NIP BOGUS MGRS. 


London, May 16. 

British Actors Equity Assn. is act- 
ing against bogus touring managers, 
setting up a provincial theatre 
council to register all artists and 
managers, and will blacklist man- 
agers who renege on salaries. 

The assn, has set a minimum sal- 
ary of $12.50 a week for provincial 
Those playing at the mini- 
mum wage may draw $5 a week dur- 


ing rehearsals, to be repayable in 
installments, 








————— 


Disc Language 





Mexico City May 23. 
Discs are being used by the 
Mexican government to acquaint 
the some 2,000,000 Indians with- 
in its jurisdiction, who speak no 
Spanish, Mexico's official lan- 
guage, with the laws of the land. 
Discs are in the principal 
Indian tongues and are run on 
phonographs in the market places 
of the chief Indian centers. 








RAINER’S BIG 





London, May 23. 
Luise Rainer’s debut. on the Lon- 
don stage in Jacques Deval’s play, 
‘Behold the Bride,’ under managerial 
auspices of Harry Sherek and Tom 


to an enthusiastic réception. 
star was warmly applauded. 


Play was presented in Los Angeles 
recently as ‘Broom for the Bride,’ 
with Irene Rich and Else Argal (Mrs. 
Deval). 

‘Grouse in June,’ in opening at the 
Criterion last Tuesday night (16), 
showed itself to be innocuous farce 
though mildly pleasing. However, 
in the present tough going, it has 
little change of surviving long. 

At the Kingsway, ‘Uneasy Living,’ 
a frivolous, domestic comedy, looked 
unlikely in its bow Thursday night 
(18). 

At the St. James, ‘Sixth Fioor,’ an 
adaptation of an old play from the 
French, was boringly umeonvincing 
opening night Monday (22). 

A single performance by the Rep- 
ertory Players on Sunday (21) of 
the ‘Admiral’s Chair’ revealed the 
play to be witty comedy. It was 
well received. 


The 





Cardenas Turns Down 
Mex Nix of Spain-Mades 


Mexico City, May 23. 

Boycott sought by the Confedera- 
tion of Mexican Workers, Mexico’s 
strongest labor organization, against 
| all pictures made in Spain during the 
Franco regime, has been nixed by 
President Lazaro Cardenas, who took 
that action at the urging of Mexican 
producers and distributors. 

Latter had asserted the boycott 
would cost Mexico the Spanish mar- 
ket, one of the best held by domestic 
pictures, 








New Anti-Semitic Law in Hungary 
Stricter; Stage, Pix, Press Hard Hit 





Budapest, May 12. 

Second anti-Semitic law, far 
stricter than the first passed a year 
ago, was passed by both Houses of 
Parliament last week. Its execution, 
already anticipated to a great ex- 
tent, will take full effect on stage, 
cinema and press during the coming 
season, 

With regard to the question of 
who is and who isn’t to be consid- 
ered a Jew, the law demands a com- 
plicated mixture of criteria. Thus, 
for instance, a person who has been 
converted to the Christian faith over 
20 years ago, who was born and has 
lived in Hungary and whose parents 
and grandparents up to 1848 were 
also born and have lived in the 
country, is not considered a Jew, 
whereas conversion a year later or 
a grandmother born abroad brands 
him a Jew, ie., ‘non-assimilated.’ 
Persons who have married Chris- 
tians before Jan. 1, 1939, and con- 
verted before that date, if otherwise 
answering to the requirements, are 
exempt, as are also children born of 
mixed parentage and brought up in 
the Christian faith. 

Provisional Exemptions 


These exemptions make persons of 
Jewish origin eligible for executive 
managerial positions in stage or 
cinema business, but do not enable 
them to hold editorial posts on 
newspapers. Non-‘Aryan’ persons 
who do not come under.these cate- 
gories cannot hold key positions on 
the stage or in films. 

Employment for Jews in such con- 
cerns, whether as artists, technicians 
or business personnel, is limited to 
6%, whereas the first law admitted 
20%. Control is enforced by film, 
stage and press chambers, respec- 














tively. List of members of Press 


Chamber, made public a few days 
ago, caused great consternation be- 
cause the names of many eminent 
and impeccable journalists are miss- 
ing. Members of the Press Cham- 
ber only may be engaged on the 
staff of any newspaper or periodical. 


vision are being submitted to the 
Press Chamber. 

Havoc wrought among newspaper- 
men has a direct bearing upon 
literature since most Hungarian 
writers depend on journalism for 
subsistence. Picture production, 
which managed to get by during the 
past season and even brought out 
two or three worthwhile films, now 
shows alarming signs of collapse, 


Pic Production Hit 


Hunnia Siudios, until now con- 
stantly booked for months in ad- 
vance, have been dark for weeks 
now, although usually this is a busy 
season. Plans for future produc- 
tions are scarce and uncertain. In 
several articles, John Bingerth, man- 
aging director of Hunnia, sounds the 
alarm, blaming all-to-cautious in- 
vestors for lack of courage and 
initiative. 

Main reasons for _ production 
standstill, however, is believed to be 
that Hunnia no longer leases studio 
on credit as formerly, thus enabling 
producers to start shooting with a 
minimum of capital. This, together 
with increased official interference 
in script, cast and every detail of 
production naturally hampers initi- 
ative.; Purpose of these control 
measures is to insure production of 
better films, but, naturally, it’s seen 
that restrictions against the Jews, 
many of whom were biggies in pro- 
duction, have also exacted their toll 
against production, 





LONDON CLICK’ 











Jr. Mussolini’s Ultimatum to Italo 
Film Producers—lmprove or Quit 





Situation Unchanged In 


Los Angeles, May 23. 

Michael M. Berger, 
Columbia’s Tokio distribution offices, 
is spending a few days here en route 
to New York for product confer- 
ences with foreign sales heads. 
Berger arrived in time to participate 
in Col’s third regional sales conven- 
tion, held here last weekend. He 





few days, expecting to remain there | 
week or 10 days, 

Conditions in Japan, Korea and | 
Manchuria, which embrace part of | 
his distribution territory, have 
changed little in recent years, 





Arnold, premiered tonight (Tuesday) , 
| tions in the Orient, 


2 SALES SETUPS 


Berger said, and American pictures 
are still subject to certain restric- 





FOR 20TH-FOX 
IN CHINA 


W. J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox for- 
eign department head, is planning to 
split the China territory into two 
separate distributing units, due to 
fact that one part of the country is 
in the hands of the Japanese and 
the other still held by the National- 
ist government. Under the radical- 
ly different operating laws of China 
and Japan, American distributors 
will have no other choice than to 
shape their sales organizations along 
geographical lines. 

Arthur G. Doyle, Jap manager 
who arrived in New York Monday 
(8) from the Orient, reports that no 
new arrangement between American 
distributors and the Japanese gov- 
ernment has been worked out yet. 
Due to financial stringency and 
heavy armament outlay in that coun- 
try, it is not likely a new deal for 
removing ‘frozen’ collections which 
have been accumulating since Jan. 1, 
1939, will be arrived at before next 
December. 

Under the previous plan whereby 
3,000,000 yen ($840,000) was de- 
posited in the Yokahoma Specie 
Bank in Frisco, American dis- 
tributors received permits to import 
$30,000 worth of American pictures. 
Since only half of the quota has been 
filled, the 100 pictures or so which 
they are permitted to bring into the 
country will keep them going for 
another six months. For this reason, 
also, distributors have not been 
pressing the Government for an- 
other currency exchange plan. 

More Accumulated Coin 

Since last January, approximately 




















Hundreds of applications for re- | 


2,000,000 ($560,000) yen in picture 
grosses have been accumulating in 
| Japan for American distributors. 
| There is a lot of money in circula- 
tion among the population as a re- 
sult of work in the armament in- 
dustry which is reflecting itself in 
heavy patronage of American films. 


up at least 50% over last year in 
Japanese territories, with the ex- 
ception of Manchukuo, where the 
puppet government exercises a 
monopoly. No American pictures 
have been shown there since 1937 
when all American distributors gave 
| up their exchanges. 

Doyle reports that approximately 
480 Japanese features are turned 
out annually from five major and 
eight indie studios. Government 
exercises no monopoly in Japan but 
collects a 10% admission tax in some 
1,500 theatres. Some German pic- 
tures get into Japan through a barter 
| deal worked out with Manchukuo, 
calling for 40 pictures to be ex- 
changed for soy bean, cotton, miner- 
als, etc. Japan buys them in turn 
from Manchukuo at a flat rate and 
selects those films which its native 
distributors think will make money. 











Boreo for Britisher 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Gainsborough Films, London, has 
signed Emile Boreo, currently with 
the ‘Folies Bergere’ flesh show here 
at the Chinese, for the top role in a 
musical whodunit. 
Picture rolls in England next Sep- 





tember, 


Far East, Sez Col’s Berger 


manager of 


pulls out for New York within next | 


Grosses for major distributors are | 


Rome, May 23. 

An ultimatum has been issued by 
Vittorio Mussolini to Italian filn 
producers to. either improve their 
product or quit production. Young 
Mussolini’s influence in the Italian 
film industry is considerable not only 
because he’s the son of Il Duce, but 
also because he’s editor of Cinema, 
Italian trade publication 

Mussolini’s dictum arises from the 
fact that at this time particularly the 
shortage of good product in Italy is 
| felt due, indubitably, to the walkout 
| of American major companies last 
Jan. 1, when they refused to adhere 
to the monopoly setup advanced by 
the Italian government. 

Another indication of how serious 
| is the situation lies in the fact that 
the government has even issued an 
order to film editors to temper their 
reviews of poor Italian films. Ac- 
cording to information. gleaned in 
New York, the government recently 
issued the following: 

‘It is absolutely untrue that we 
want the critique to be abolished, 
as some voices would believe. We 
don’t ask the critique to make a bad 
(Italian) film look good, but while 
the right praise must not be spared 
on good films, for the bad ones it 
will be necessary to avoid a true 
critique.’ 

That American films, what few 
there are still circulating in Italy, 
must bear the brunt of the load is 
| indicated in a later order to film 
| ees in which they were told to 
|curb their praise of the Yankee 
| product. 

According to reports from Italy, 
American films, now playing only 
subsequent runs, are still favorites 
there, with a Yankee picture draw- 
ing from great distances, This un- 
doubtedly, too, has been realized by 
the government and its aforemen- 
tioned steps are the results. 











Wendy Hiller Has Tandy 
Role in London ‘Steed’ 


London, May 15, 
Wendy Hiller, who rose to star- 
dom through her work opposite 
Leslie Howard in the Gabriel Pascal 
film production of ‘Pygmalion,’ will 
replace Jessica Tandy as the in- 
genue lead in the London version of 
‘The White Steed’ when it plays the 
West End in the fall. ‘Steed’ has 
Barry Fitzgerald in the saddle. Gil- 
bert Miller is producing in London, 
Miss Tandy is slated for the Lon- 
don production of ‘Rocket to the 
Moon,’ the Clifford Odets drama 
which recently closed on Broadway 

after a run for the Group Theatre. 


Current Lozdon Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 








‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
—Dec. 16, ’37. 
cal Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14, 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess — 
| Sept. 20, ’38. 


‘Geneva,’ Saville—Nov. ma, °38, 
, ‘Under Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov. 24, 





‘They Walk Alone,’ Comedy—Jan. 
19, ’39. 


‘Design for Living,’ 
Jan. 25, ’39. 


‘Tony Draws a Horse,’ Strand — 
Jan. 26, ’39. 


sgguittle Ladyship,’ Aldwych—Feb. 7, 


Haymarket— 





‘Black and Blue,’ Hippodrome — 
March 8, ’39. 

‘Gate Revue,’ 
March 9. ’39., 

‘The Man in Half Moon Street,’ 
New—March 22, ’39. 

‘Dancing Years,’ 
March 23, ’39. 

‘When We Are Married,’ Prince's 
—March 27, ’39. 

‘The Doctor’s | Dilemma,’ 
hall—March 28, ’39. 

‘The Women,’ Lyric—April 2 
— Little Rev ue,’ Lite -April 21, 


Ambassadors — 
Drury Lane — 


White- 


‘Dracula,’ Lyceum—April 25, ’39. 

‘Hungarian Rhapsody,’ Adelphi— 
April 27, ’39. 

‘Third Party Risk,’ St. Martin’s— 
May 2, ’39. 

‘Intruder,’ Wyndham’s—May 3, '39. 
- _ Wedding,’ Piccadilly—May 


* cinguest, Duke of York’s—May 9, 
‘Bridge Head,’ Westminster—May 
"Grouse in June,’ Criterion—May 
sag sth Floor,’ St. James—May 22, 
‘Behold the Bride,’ Shaftesbury, 


May 23, ” 
‘Of Mice and Men,’ Apollo—May 
24, ’39. 














———— 


























eg twiad | This Stops 
Fast Talkers! 


DODGE CITY JUAREZ 


DARK VICTORY THE OKLAHOMA KID 
WINGS OF THE NAVY BLACKWELL'S ISLAND 
mY _ THE KID FROM KOKOMO’ DAUGHTERS COURAGEOUS 
> “HELLS KITCHEN === They Made Me ACRIMINAL 
DAWN PATROL ANGELS WITH DIRTY FACES | 
DEVIL'S ISLAND -—«CCONFESSIONS OF A NAZI SPY 
EACH DAWN I DIE BROTHER RAT 
Yes,My DARLING DAUGHTER THE DEVIL ON WHEELS 
FOUR DAUGHTERS THE SISTERS 
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Never a let-up! 
Fall and Winter! Spring and Summer! 


NOWHERE ELSE IS THERE ANYTHING THAT APPROACHES 













EVEN PART hid Ove eR Stoeowe! 
















For the Summer! For the Summer! 


JUAREZ - THE KID FROM KOKOMO 


ee Muni and Davis in the Ne. 1 dramatic attraction of all time! Funnier and speedier than ‘Brother Rat’l (Wayne Mo "Brien, other top names!) 


. For the Summer! For the pues 


ce 7 y 
= yy 


First big starring show for the ‘Dead End’ Kids since ‘Crime School’! John Garfield, The Four Daughters, and ‘Four Daughters’ cast and director revnited! 





For the Summer! For the Summer! 


: | THE DEVIL ON WHEELS - EACH DAWN 1 DIE 


: Most unusual, most thrilling story of dare-devil drivers! (Pac O'Brien, Joha Payne, Aus Sheriden) Co-starring Cagney and Raft! Terrific follow-up for ‘Angels’! y 















. _ are on ae g 
Pe The Record is Here! The Record Proves It! yal 


JACK L. WARNER ts Chorge of Production * HAL B. WALLIS Executive Producer 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, May 24, 1939 








KID FROM KOKOMO | 


Warner Bros. release of Sam Bischoff | 


production. Features Pat O'Brien, Wayne | 
Morris, Joan Blondell, May Robson. Di- 
rected by Lewis Seiler. Story, Dalion 
Trumbo; adaptation, Jerry Wali and Rich- 
ard Macauley; film editor, Jack Killifer; | 


photography, Sid Hickox, At Strand, N. Y., 
week May 19, °39. Running time: 92 MINS, 


og ee, Peer ere Pat O'Brien | 
MOMOr BAStoR. ..cacccocsscve Wayne Morrs 

Doris HAOrvGy. ..ccdececccceses Joan Blondel | 
Maggie Martin. ..csccccccvcesed May Robson | 
Marian Bronson. .ccccececeess Jane Wyman} 
Muscles. ........cceccccses--e stamiey Fields 

Curley Bender...........Maxie Rosenbloom | 
Judge Bronson..-c+..eee.----- Sidney Toler | 
ee a Pree prey Ed Brophy | 
Mrs. Browmeeh..cccbhscsvevse Winifred Harris 





A laugh picture, considerably on 


the wacky side, that ought to do) 
very well across the country. The} 
running time is long, 92 minutes, | 
but it causes no strain, with the 


various unique situations and laughs 
effectively spaced. 

Sam Bischoff, who produced, has 
rounded up a much better-than- 
average cast, his choice of artists in| 
all cases being with a keen eye to| 
suitability for the parts assigned. | 
Pat O’Brien is the perfect pick as a! 
smart-cracking fight manager, Joan! 
Blondell shapes up neatly as his, 
bubble-dancing girl friend; Wayne | 
Morris leaves nothing to be desired | 
as the mother-sick farm boy turned 
fighter; May Robson swell as the gin- 
drinking kleptomaniac and Maxie 
Rosenbloom a cinch assignment as 
the pug getting his English mixed 
up. 

Some of the situations developed 
and the wide liberties taken with} 
the characters could be construed as 
getting close to being offensive but 
unlikely that audiences will not ac- 
cept everything in the farcical spirit 
intended. Scripters take the farmer- 
fighter for a pretty ride, pulling the 
wool away over his eyes at every) 
opportunity, but are entitled to the) 
license in behalf of laughs. Any 
guy as much a chump as Wayne 
Morris, whd’s lured from his be- 
loved farm work, is hard to imagine, 
but if the part hadn't been tailored | 
that way there would have been no} 
picture. Morris plays the sap to a 
fare-thee-well and Miss_ Robson, 
posing as his long-lost mother, takes 
the bit in her teeth all the way to} 
build up laughs. She kicks the 
treasured traditions of motherhood | 
around a good deal, but she’s still a 
very likable old gal. 


The story not only rings in Miss 
Robson as the mother Morris must | 
have to retain any interest at all in 
the ring, but also digs up an old pal 
of hers from Hell’s Kitchen to act/| 
the father. Stanley Fields carries 


the latter assignment out in a sure-| 


fire way. 


There are numerous little scenes 
and bits that dig up the laughs. Di- 
rection of Lewis Seiler very definite- 


| the 


| Directed by William Thiele. 
| tried 1 Hoffenstein; 


from a 


traveling circus. Picture 


| swings along with plenty of laughs 


and chilling situations, but results in 
a rather confusing finish in solution 


| of the mystery and jumlL’e of incon- 
| sistencies in clearing things up. 


The Ritz freres are called in as 
private detectives to solve threat of 
gorilla against Lionel Atwill. 


|Trio put on some broad hoke and 


burlesque clowning in attempting to 
capiure the gorilla and solve the 
several spooky situations that de- 


‘velop in the catacombed old man- 


sion. Windup finds a real gorilla 


{has been rented from a circus—At- 


will has been doing a phoney ape for 


| effect—and the real killing gorilla 
|arrives to accuse Atwill of stealing 


his stuff. 

Antics and knockabouts of the 
Ritz Bros. are generally familiar. 
Patsy Kelly catches attention with 
a fine portrayal as the bewildered 
and hysterical maid, while Bela Lu- 
gosi has suspicion directed toward 
his butler role with his stealthy and 
suspicious actions. Atwill also car- 
ries menace, while Anita Louise and 
Edward Norris are in to provide ro- 
mantic interest. 

Previous versions of. ‘The Gorilla’ 
were produced in 1927 and 1931 by 
First National. It’s typed mystery- 
chiller comedy material that can be 
repeated at intervals with slight 
script variations. 

Direction by Allan Dwan takes 
full advantage for broad comedy and 
surprise situations while unfolding 
the piece at a zippy tempo. Edward 
Cronjager kept the photography in 
low key lighting during major por- 
tion of the picture to heighten the 
thriller motivation. Production is 
standard throughout. 


BRIDAL SUITE 


(WITH SONG) 
Hollywood, May 19. 


Metro release of Edgar Selwyn produc- 
ton. Stars Annabella and Robert Young. 
Screenplay by 
from story by Gott- 
fried Reindardt and Virginia Faulkner; 
songs, William Budde and Gus Kahn; cam- 
era, Clyde De Vinna; editor, Frank E. 
Hull, Previewed at Westwood Village May 









Miniature Reviews 


‘Kid from Kokomo’ (WB). 
Slightly screwy comedy, full of 
laughs, and a very probable 
money-getter. Good casting. 

‘The Gorilia’ (20th). Comedy 
mystery-chiller with the Ritz 





Bros. in familiar antics. Stand- 
ard programmer. 
‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G). Anna- 


bella and Robert Young in medi- 
ocre Offering that will struggle 
in the duals. 

‘Unmarried’ (Par), Good pro- 
grammer for dual support and 
the family trade. 

‘The Girl From Mexico’ (RKO). 
Lupe Velez starrer-~has good cast 
and direction, but weak story 
relegates it to the duals. 


‘Wolf Call’ (Mono). North- 
woods action. drama for the 
nabes and action houses. Jack 





London name will help attract. 





| 


! 





vide good support in the duals, ard 
satisfy the family trade in the sub- 
sequent runs. 

Picture marks Buck Jones’ first 
appearance outside of westerns for 
a number of years, which makes him 
light on general marquee value ex- 
cept in the action houses. Name of 
Helen Twelvetrees won't help much 
in view of her long absence from 
the screen. 

Story concerns Jones, a second- 
rate heavyweight, and Miss Twelve- 
trees, caustic-tongued and quick- 
witted night club operator in the 
prohibition era. Couple take their 
romance for granted. Yarn gains in 
immediate interest with fast-paced 
opening establishing characters and 
washup of Jones in the ring and 
girl’s loss of her nitery. Pair go to 
a small town to reclaim house 
owned by Robert Armstrong, late 
manager of the fighter who was 
killed in a stickup. Armstrong’s son 
arrives from school, and couple. re- 
main to take care of him. Time 


18, ‘30. Running time:69 MINS, se edunily wus in eal at 
Luise Anzengruber....cscocsesss4 a . ; ie 
Nell McGill......cccc., ie fection for the youngster during his 
Dts. GURNEE, oss 0004h0 seees.Walter Connolly | School and college years. Finish is 
Sir Horace. Braydon........Reginald Owen rather weak, however, in planting 
OTRGMOS TEIN is cs cb ed0es es Gene Lockhart ; 7 j 

RADUG, ROOST. «ds 60 0 660660ks Arthur Treacher desire of the youth for . boxing 
Mrs. McGill.....+ceee Re = Billie Burke | C@veer — with inconclusive fadeout 
Abbie Bragrdon...scccoccccees Virginia Fiela | having Jones and Miss Twelvetrees 
jE eer eee eee pee Felix Bressart}— after a dozen years — facing a 

preacher. 


_This one carried the title of 
‘Maiden Voyage’ until Annabella 
married Tyrone Power shortly after 
the picture was completed, when 
new tag of ‘Bridal Suite’ was selected, 
apparently with intention of obtain- 
|ine some exploitation tied into the 
| Annabella-Power nuptials. New 
| handle is just as out of place as the 
| picture itself, which is rather dull 


| 


ly establishes him as a keen judge | 274 uninteresting, with static direc- 


of comedy values. He has piloted 
the picture in an unsually even 
manner, avoiding the pitfalls of a 
letdown, although at a couple points 
a lag threatens. Action moves around 
a lot and briskly, plenty of sets and 
location shooting having been re- 
quired. Negative cost, however, is 
probably not overboard. Char. 


THE GORILLA 


Hollywood, May 18. 
20th-Fox release of Harry Joe Brown 
production Stars Ritz Brothers; features 
Anita Louise, Patsy Kelly, Lionel Atwill, 
Bela Lugosi. Directed by Allan Dwan, 
Screenplay by Rian James and Sid Silvers; 
based on play by Ralvh Spence; camera, 
Edward Cronjager; editor, Allen McNeil. 
Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, May 17, 





"39. Running time: 65 MINS. 

J oe Se ee err er Jimmy Ritz 
BEArrigGWids ccesccececvecvececdes Harry Ritz 
Mulligati.c<...ccccee pbesese Ceencoesd Al Ritz 
Norma Denby...cccccccseccee- Anita Louise 
Kitty. & 04s vevrcsssecocccoces Patsy Kelly 
Waiter® Stevens. ....seeeeee--Lionel Atwill 
PORES 4d be 60 6 0.08h0b60600000044 Bela Lugosi 
Strangeér........ .. Joseph Calleia 
Jack Marsden ...-Edward Norris 
BOAMAB sce ccccsececccccceses Wally Vernon 
CON WAG .c cr coccccesccccccseses Paul Harvey | 
BG Qe Bie 6 hc chap enveppeeee’ Art Miles | 





Latest filming of Ralph Spence’s 
murder mystery comedy undergoes 
some wide variations in fundamental 
situations from both the original 
play and the two previous film ver- 
sions. In additicn to bringing in a 
phoney gorilla to ape the original 
murdering gorilla. the dumb detec- 
tive team of Mulligen and Garrity 
is enlarged to a trio by the addition 
of Harrigzn in order to keep the 
Ritz Bros. intact. 

‘The Gorilla’ provides a_ better 
story foundation for the absurd an- 
tics, mugging and clowning of the 
Ritzes’ than in their past two offer- 
ings. ‘Combo of broad slapstick, sur- 
prise situations and eerie chills is 
well-mixed at a speedy pace to pro- 
vide a good programmer that will 
get by for normal biz where the 
Ritzes can aiiract. In the keys, pic- 
ture may catch a few top spots, but 
will mainly rate as an adequate 
supporting attraction. 

Standard props and situations for 


a murder mystery are conveniently | 


inserted, including secret doors, slid- 
ing panels, mysterious passageways, 
continuous thunder and lightning 
outside, lurking shadows peering 


through windows, and the horrifying | 


gorilla. eee 
Basic premise of the Spence play. 
in which a gorilla is at large and 





killing people, has been retained. 
But s¢reenplay as concocted by Rian 
Senna and Sid Silvers rings in a 


phoney masouerader, it 
a real gorilla, coriveniently rented 


| tion, commonplace story and situa- 
| tions, and inability to catch audience 
attention except for brief moments. 

Plot is an old one, with further 
handicap of little aid from the script 
or direction. Robert Young, wealthy 
playboy, meets Annabella, poor girl 
who is running an inn in the Swiss 
| Alps. Pair fall in love and carry on 
a rather uninspired romance which 
winds up in marriage on the boat 
en route to America, after Young 
has jilted a previous golddigging 
fiancee. 

Despite the capable players in the 
supporting... cast, including Walter 
Connolly, Reginald Owen, Gene 
Lockhart, Arthur Treacher and 
Pillie Burke, they find it impossible 
to overcome the handicaps saddled 
on them by the material provided. 
Miss Burke is in her.familiar groove 
as the flighty and chatty mother, and 
characterization is getting so repeti- 
tiovs as to lose its audience values 
for comedy. Attempts to treat the 
niece lightly and with cleverness 
| fail completely. 

Young is unsympathetic as the gay 
| Lothario, and wunromantically la- 
helled as a flirtatious playboy who 
| finelly marries the poor girl. Anna- 
hella displays a warm personality, 
but needs better material than here 
| mrovided to get over. She sings one 
| --n*s of unimportance. 

Combo of Annabella and Young 
may catch some customers, but 
word-of-mouth will not assist pic- 
‘ure to stand up except as a boitom 
eveler. 





UNMARRIED 


Hollywood, May 20. 













There’s a neat mixture of warm 
and sincere’ sentimentality with 
some rousing action episodes blended 
to provide good entertainment for 
the family trade. Title is a mis- 
nomer for the picture and not at- 
tractive for audiences at which it is 
aimed. 

Deft cutting gets ovet several fight 
and football sequences effectively 
and with brevity. In one bout, Jack 
Roper, recent opponent of Joe Louis, 
squares off with Jones in a prelim 
event. Grid stock shots are edited 
neatly, and intercut with closeups of 
young John Hartley romping to all- 
American rating. 

Kurt Neumann’s direction. strides 
though on ‘a straight, clear-cut line, 
with few soft spots along the road. 
There are several over-dialoged se- 
quences, but easily accepted between 
the action passages. Lightness and 
comedy are sprinkled liberally in 
lines and situations throughout. 

- Miss Twelvetrees handles her dra- 
matic and wisecracking portrayal in 
fine fashion, while Jones does okay 
as the mugg fighter. Highlight dra- 
matic sequence is the spot where 
Jones telis the youngster his father 
is dead. Situation has been capably 
steered for a heart-tug without be- 
ing maudlin. 

nald O’Connor is okay as the 
boy of 12, with John Hartiey dis- 
playing possibilities for juve buildup 
in his work as the college youth. 
Robert Armstrong and _ Sidney 
Blackmer are prominent in support. 

Picture has been adequately pro- 
duced on moderate budget, and wil’ 
entertain general audiences as some- 
thing different than present formula 
which prevails in the program of- 
ferings currently. 


GIRL FROM MEXICO 


(WITH SONG) 

RKO release of Robert Sisk production. 
Stars Lupe Velez; features 
Donald Woods, Linda Hayes, Donald Mac- 
Bride. Directed by Leslie Goodwins. 
Screenplay, Lionel Houser and Joseph A. 


Fields, from story by Houser; musical di- 
rector, Roy Webb; camera, Jack Mac- 
Kenzie; Lee Marcus. production executive. 








= Reviewe! in Projection Room, N. Y., May 
Paramount production and release, Fea- | 3g a9 Running time, 71 MENS. 
tures Helen Twelvetrees and Buck Jomes. | @ormelita........ccececcceseees Lupe Velez 
Directe] by Kurt Neumann. Screenplay | ponnis..........sseeereesees Donald Woods 
by Lillie Hayward and Brian Marlow; | tree Matt....... AS SAGEER, 18 Leon Errol 
based on story by Grover Jones and Wil-| tiizabeth......ssee eebesdesect Linda Hayes 
liam Slavens MeNutt; camera, Harry Fish- | penner .. Myre etait Donald MacBride 
heck; editor; Stuart Gilmore; asst. director, | Romano... .....se00 ..Edward Raquello 
| Russell Mathews. Previewed at Alexander. | yunt Della.....ss. .....Elisabeth Risdon 
| Glendale, May 19, ‘39. Running time:64 | \foxican Pete.......ccsscceeeees Ward Bond 
‘te 

| Pat MOR, ccbse cceucaees Helen Twelvetrees This L Vel ta ith 
ee eee Buck Jones is Lupe Velez starrer, wi a 
Ted Streaver (at 12)...... Donald O'Connor | dandy cast, excellent direction and 
Ted Streaver..... Socvccccsee John Hartley | generally good proJluction, will ex- 
| Pins yas bead oesce A¥S da0s aes ee ea its costs despite a re 
Cash Enright..-csseces-++s8 ney ackmer ’ Ac > 
Tsuzz Kenton. ..ccccscecsseess Larry Crabbe | Story. It'll redeem, too, Maiss Velez’s 
| Swade. ....csrcesesdsoecooseds Edward Pawley | earlier, less@successful screen tries 
Waiter. .....ee0 -Willlam Haade| despite the, fact that for her ¢ome- 
YOS. 0.0 ce¥tenbed «.-Philip Warren back she’s been given. arn right 

Petty Reed.... ee »+-.-Dorothy Howe nt th er H 
‘choot Principal...seesses Lucien Littlefield | Off the cob, with only shgbht varia- 

tions. For. ne 


| This one is a close remake of 
,‘Lady and Gent, .turned out_ by 
| Paramount in 1932 with George Ban- 
| croft and Wynne Gibson... Present 
:vercion of the Grover Jones-Wil- 
iliem Slavens McNutt original shows 


in addition: to no effeéts.of.age,.and emerges as an 


entertaining offering that will pro 


Miss Velez has 
sings ‘only in snatches, however), 
dances, and, in particular, shows an 
excellent ‘flair for comedy in -* er 
usually stylized bombshell manner. 
She*has a perféct foil in Leon Errol 
for. the comedy element, of which 
there’s considerable, while Donald 





Leon Errol, | 


4 


€ Peis ehe mugs, 





Woods forms the romantic link with 
Miss Velez. 

The yarn deals with the search by 
Woods, as a member of an adver- 
tising firm in New York, for a Mexi- 
can singer to star on a radio pro- 
gram, The love angle is complicated 
considerably, and in the typical 
cinematic manner, when Miss Velez’s 
escapades in Gotham involve Woods 
ultimately, and designedl. causing 
a breach between him and Linda 
Hayes, his fianeee, on the eve of 
their marriage. The rest is obvious. 
Woods just has to marry Miss Velez 
to keep her out of trouble. 

Errol has little chance to shine, 
but at times comes close to garner- 
ing the major laurels from Miss 
Velez. Woods does a workmanlike 
job along with Miss Hayes, a looker, 
incidentally, and Donald MacBride, 
who plays Woods’ boss. 

Camera is discriminately favor- 
able nearly always to Miss Velez, a 
difficult screen type. No closeups. 


WOLF CALL 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, May 17. 

Monogram release of Paul Malvern pro- 

duciion. Stars Jetin Carroll and Movita; 

features Peter George Lynn and Polly 





| 
} 


| 


Ann | 
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La Tradition de Minuit 


(‘Midnight Tradition’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, May 13. 
Paris-Cinema-Locetion release of 
Richebe production, Stars Viviane 
mance. Directed by Roger Richebe. Origij- 
nal, Pierre MacOrlan; scenario, = 
Aurenche, R. Richebe; dialog, Rene Jolie 
vet; music, Jean Lenoir; camera, A, 
Thirard, Louis Nee. “At the Max-Linder, 
Paris. 
Cast: Viviane Romance, Georges Flamant, 


Roger 


Roe 


Marcel Dalio, Pierre Larquey, Alexandre 
Rignault, Marcel Peres, Mauricette Merce- 
reau, Georges Malkin. Running time, 
102 MINS. 





‘La Tradition de Minuit’ is a 
whodunit belonging in the second 
drawer. It merits some remake pos- 
sibilities, however, as a class ‘B’ pro- 
duction, and in the original has some 
chance as a seconder for the French 
dualers. 

As the central figure and the only 
woman involved, Viviane Romance 
loses some prestige. She's steady 
and commendable, but certainly not 
as outstanding as in the past. 
Georges Flamant, the too-obviously 
guilty murderer, takes the under- 
world slants in good stride, but 
otherwise definitely proves his limit- 
ed acting ability. Remainder of out- 


Young. Directed by George Waggner. | Standing support in Dalio, Larquey 
Screenplay by Joseph West based on novel | and Marcel Peres does plenty to bol- 
by Jack London; camera, Fred Jackman, | ster the whole. Outstander of the 
Jr.; editer, Carl Pierson; songs, Fleming | ~~: ] see M : Mercere: 
Allen. Previewed in Projection Room, | Minor roles is Mauricette Mercereau. 
May 16, "39. Running time: 61 MINS, Opener sees Miss Romance, Mont- 
Michael Vance............ John Carrot! |Martre night club singer; Dalio, an- 
Towanah .......-00.-005- .....Movita | tique shopkeeper; Larquey, white 
Father Devlin.......... Peter George Lynn | collarer in an insurance company; 
ES UGE cn a sawed vs 844Neus Guy Usher! p ‘ f 2 : 
lancet tl hada haa Holmes Herbert | Peres, butcher boy, who has out- 
tai hvncab ss os Polly Ann Young | 8rown the boy in stature but not in 
Dr. MacTavish........... George Cleveland | mind, and Flamant, supposedly a 
Bull NOIBON. ....ccccccceess ee eeee John Kelly j traveling salesman, all meeting in a 
A rr err Wheeler Oakman | f bac - 
MS sk wSba toe) 4+ 0 669 6% 6-04 John Sheehan i= e on the outskirts of Paris one 
Polige Sergeant.............. Charles Irwin | Morning after all have received mys- 
oo Se Paes Grey Shadow | terious telephone calls the night be- 


For the action houses and family 
trade, this one will fit neatly in sup- 
porting spots. To the original ‘Wolf 
Call’ by Jack London, wherein a dog 
is brought to the north country from 
the city to join the wolf pack, story 
has been modernized with dramatic 
utilization of pitchblend mining, fast 
planes, telephones and radios in the 
northwoods wilds. 

Playboy John Carroll is sent to 
the pitchblend mine by his father to 
make a report on the radium pros- 
pects of the holdings. Conveniently 
falls in love with Movita, native In- 
dian girl, and uncovers duplicity of 
resident manager Wheeler Oakman, 
who is trying to have the mine sold 
to a radium svndicxte. Carroll 
frustrates Oakman’s plans when he 
flies out enough radium to convince 
his father that the property is of im- 
mense value. 

There’s action and melodrama in- 
jected, in addition to the convenient 
romantic interludes. Script has a 
few rough spots, but these will be 
overlooked generally. Outdoor set- 
tings in the mountains and pines 
gives added production values to this 
moderate budgeter. 

Carroll and Movita sing two num- 
bers ‘Song of Sixpence’ and ‘Love 
Call’. Neither will create a stir for 
pop appeal. 

The dog, Grey Shadow, does some 
neat tricks in between his amorous 
adventures, and will provide enter- 
tainment for dog lovers and the 
juves. 


SKANOR-FALSTERBO 


(With Songs) 
(SWEDISH-MADE) 


Scandinavian Pictures release of Europa 


production, Stars Edvard Persson. Di- 
rected by Emil A. Pehrsson. Story by 
Henry Richter. Camera, Ole Ekman; 


music, Lasse Dalquist and Erik Baumann. 
At 48th St. theatre, N. Y. Running time: 


105 MINS. 

Henrik Karlsson........... Edvard Persson 
eee cocceecccce Holger Winge 
I) 6 64.0% 6.06% Cccececces sos Rut Helm 
Mayor of Skanor...cccec.---! Arthur Fiseher 
Daughter. ......... eeeeesAnna-Lisa Ericson 
eee © @eeds« ingrid Luterkort 
a oie John Degerberg 


Algot Larsson 


(In Swedish, with English Titles) 

First-rate mixture of comedy, slap- 
stick and good humor.. With judicious 
cutting to speed it up, film should 
please the foreign-languagers. Pic- 
ture rests almost entirely on talents 
of the Swedish comedian, Edvard 
Persson. He is a replica of the late 
John Bunny, pioneer silent film star, 
and just as funny. 

Persson’s bulk and appearance is 
laugh provoking on first sight. In 


| addition, he is an accomplished tenor, 


and scores heavily in several folk 
songs and sentimental ballads which 
are not dragged in just to display his 
vocal accomplishments. They occur 
spontaneously throughout the action. 

Story is a pleasant and light-heart- 
ed vehicle relating the trials and 
tribulations of a cashier who is false- 
ly accused of embezzlement. Persson 
is a philosopher, fond of good food, 
liquor and singing clubs. When his 
own son and housekeeper turn on 
him he leaves town with his dog and 
tramps to a nearby town to tell his 
troubles to his friend, the local 
mayor. He is induced to stay on until 
his name is cleared, and in the 
meantime is impressed into the no- 
lice force, consisting of one other 
cop. Satirically. Persson observes 
that the quiet. sleepy village has no 
need for cops or the one-cell jail 
house. for nothing ever havpens here 
Eventually he is cleared. his son re- 
pents. and all ends well. : 

Picture is well gazged and direct- 
€d, and camera.is of high. standard. 
Dialog translater rates a bow for his 
fine use of Ameritan idioms. espe- 
cially so’since it was all done abroad. 
He is not billed. 


! 








fore telling them to keep 
portant rendezvous. 

Each comes in and asks if anyone 
has asked for him and when told 
no, they sit to wait. Eventually, re- 
alizing they are all in the same boat 
they demand that the patron of the 
cafe be awakened to see if he can 
give any explanation. When the 
police break in the door to his room 
he’s found murdered. The five who 
have kevt the rendezvous are all 
susvected. 

Flamant and Miss Romance fall 
for each other. Dalio is, unknown 
to the others. a police informer. 
Flamant weds the singer, telling her 
he’s a member of the French branch 
of an international vice squad, which 
explains his peculiar hours and the 
company he keeps. He is double- 
crossed and Dalio befriends him be- 
cause he wants the girl when Flam- 
ant is taken. But the girl is really 
in love. with Flamant, and refuses 
to sell him out and instead. attemnts 
to helo him get away. When the 
tran closes she’s killed in the battle 
and Flamant is taken away to re- 
ceive his punishment. Hugo. 


an im- 


ISTVAN BORS 
(With Songs) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 
Budapest, May 15. 


Atelier production and release Directed 
by Vietor Banky. From Sandor Hunyady's 
play, adapted by Endre Rodriguez; music, 


Szaboles Fenyes; camera, Rezso_ Icsey. 
At Urania, Corso and Scala, Budapest. 
Running time: 80 MINS. 

UE MNS 4.5-0.09.0-66 606.000 6.000.060 Antal Pager 
BEMIMAR TUlOGSY .cccccessese Bela Mihaly ffy 
Mrs. Tulogdy..... eoes. Margit Ladomerszky 
ERORR. wc ciccos ee rerecesceetteces Klar! Tolnay 
Katalin..... $6686666004056040 Olga Eszeny! 
Carter. .ss.scece PTT TTI Tre erree Joseph Bihari 
eee eetnsthvece Lajos Boray 





‘Istvan Bors,’ a fair stage success 
last season, is going over big on the 
screen. Secret of success is- that 
Antal Pager at last has a part that 
suits him perfectly, that of a peasant 
instead of the usual Hussar officer or 
playboy for which he is neither 
good-looking nor inane enough to 
play. 

Bors is a miserably poor farmhand 
who unexpectedly comes into a for- 
tune ‘-ft him by his father, a mag- 
nate who recognizes his illegitimate 
son in his will. His nephew, Baron 
Tulogdy, who had hoped to inherit 
the old man’s money, is left penni- 
less. He contests t' will; mean- 
while, he and his family have to live 
under the same roof with Bors. 

While Tulogdy spends his time in 
court and his remaining — on 
lawyers, his wife and daughters 
gradually make friends with Bors. 
They see he is generous, good-na- 
tured, shrewd and honest. The girls. 
who teach him how to be a gentle- 
man, finish by falling in love with 
him. When Tulogdy loses his suit 
and finds himself facing poverty, 
Bors manages to make peace with 
him. He asks the family to share his 
home, gives Tulogdy the chance to 
realize his dream of getting into Par- 
liament, marries the elder daughter 
and promise. the disappointed, 
younger one to find he» a good hus- 
band and give her a dowry. 

This ending is the only change 
from the stage original, in which 
there were three sister. with whom 
Bors fell in love siraltaneously. un- 
able to mele up his mind which he 
liked best. “Jeaving the question 
open was uns:t’“actory on. the 
stage while the wresen‘* solution 
rounds off the story + ~ 
’ Chief asset is genuineness of :t- 
mosphere and characters. Victor 
Banky’s direction is faultless. ‘Bors’ 
marks his debut as a director, hav- 
in., worked as a cutt ‘fr years: at 


iome and abroad, . He. is a brother 


of Vilma Banl. , Sarr Goldwyn’s §i- 
T* star. utah Jacovt. 
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Newspapers, magazines, posters rely on the eye-catching values of the illus: 


trated printed word ... but lack the heart-stirring qualities of the human voice. 


THE NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILER HAS BOTH! 
Radio appeals through the ear-catching values of music, sound-effects and | | 
voice ... but it doesn’t give you the thrill of seeing. | | 


THE NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILER GIVES YOU BOTH! | ; 


Plus Lowest cost per person reached because the National Screen Trailer : 
reaches a hundred per-cent audience all of the time. : | 
You KNOW how many ticket-buyers see and hear your National Screen 
Trailer . . . you can only guess when it comes to other advertising — t 
mediums. : | 
That's why the National serene. Trailer i is the Las aoe — s woth 
you ¢ can buy: rr : 
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NEW THEATRES 
BLDG. ALL OVER 


Los Angeles, May 23. 

Fox West Coast closed a deal for 
the erection of two theatres in out- 
lying districts. First is a 900-seater 
near Paramount’s new studio site.on 
West Pico. Construction will start 
in 30 days. Second is a 1,200-seater 
in Inglewood. 





Ohie’s New Heuses 
Canton, O., May 23. 

New theatre at nearby Massillon 
planned by Skirball Bros. of Cleve- 
land, operators of the Grand since 
1926. New house will be a first, the 
company to retain the Grand as a 
second-run house. A. L. Brinham, 
present manager of the Grand, will 
direct both. New house ready by 
late November. 

A new theatre to seat 2,000 will be 
built at Warren in the near future | 
by Daniel Robins, who already op- 
erates two in that city. 

A ‘drive-in theatre,’ first in the 
Canton district, is nearing comple- 
tion just north of nearby Strasburg. 
House is the only one of its type 
nearer than Cleveland, according to 
Rollin Boyer, who is financing the 
venture. Will accommodate 500 cars 


and will be ready for opening late 3/31/39 


this month. 

A new 950-seater for Washington, 
Pa., will be operated by Eugene 
Basle, son of the late George Basle, 
former partner with Michael Manos. 





Sparks’ New 400-Seater 
Donia, Fla., May 23. 
E. J. Sparks, Paramount partner, 
has purchased a site here and plans 
are being drawn for construction of 
a 400-seater, which will give Sparks- 
Par two in this situation. 





Chi’s Ist Newsreeler 
Chicago, May 23. 

First newsreel theatre in Chicago 
will open around Nov. 1, and will 
occupy part of the site of the Capitol 
building, now being demolished for 
replacement by a two-story tax- 
saver. The 600-seater will run news 
and shorts on a 25c grind policy. 

Operators will be P. F. Warburg | 
and L. Scheftell. j 

Mere Pa. Building 
Pittsburgh, May 23. 

Nearby Washington (Pa.) will get 
a new 750-seat theatre in the fall, 
operated by Eugene Basle, son of 
late George Basle, one-time partner 
of Mike Manos, circuit head in this 
territory. Washington is_ strong- 
hold of WB, which has three houses 
in that town. 

Blatt Bros. circuit has acquired 
Victor, Meadville, Pa., from Richard 
Vetter. Same group remodeling its 
Grand, Patton, Pa., completely. 

Manos circuit has purchased plot 
for new 750-seater in Blairsville, 
Pa., and chain is also building a 
977-seater in nearby Jeanette, Pa. 
It was in latter town that Manos 
went into business for first time 36 
years ago as a confectioner. 








W. & V.’s New One. 
Reading, Pa., May 23. 
Wilmer & Vincent, owners of the 
Embassy and State here. awarded 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of 
all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 
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of time. inconvenience, and dis. 
traction from important problems 
confronting the Guild.’ 

Drive for Members 































































































contract for new 750-seater in West 
Reading. 





Lane Vice Stevenson In 
Warners ‘Destiny’ Flicker 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Priscilla Lane moved into the top 
femme part in ‘Dust Pe My Destiny’ 
at Warners, replacing Margot Stev- 
enson. Studio execs thought Miss | 
Lane more suitable for that type | 
of role. 

Warners recently took over Miss 
Stevenson’s contract from Samuel 
Goldwyn after she had been re- 
placed by Andrea Leeds in ‘Music 
School’ because her diction was too 
perfect for the part. She is slated 
for one of the top femme roles in 
‘9.000 Years in Sing Sing,’ remake, 

“ting June 6. 


Fight It Out on Film 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Baseball war between the New 
York Giants and the Brooklyn 
Dodgers is the subject of Pete 
Smith’s latest series of shoris at 
Metro. 

E. Maurice Adler is in New York 
making final arrangements for shoot- 
ing games at the Polo Grounds and 
Ebbetts Field. 

























































































The Screen Writers Guild, while 
“ae —_ TITLE TYPE | Go | TALENT - awaiting word on request for re- 
RELEASE Var. Min. pase Hak ‘ee o ner na ee 
S ee -_--- 10ns n as Starte an 
3/10/39 3/8 BLONDIE MEETS BOSS Cc |; Col P. Singleton-A, Lake 15 intensive membership campaign un- 
3/8 ICE FOLLIES OF 1938 D | M-G | J. Crawford-J, Stewart $1 j|der the direction of Philip Dunne 
3/29 | MYSTERY PLANE A | Mone | J. Trent-P. A. Young 6® | Reopening of case was asked when 
9/30 | THE BEACHCOMBER p | Par | C. Laughton-E. Lanchester 7 (een weedeaiek Ge GEE ene ux. 
4/12 | ROUGH RIDERS ROUND-UP A | Rep | R. Rogers-M. Hart-R. Hatton 55 peepee os Ee — 
3/1 SAINT STRIKES BACK D RKO G. Sanders-N. Hamilten 64 able to get together on a writer con- 
4/19 INSIDE STORY D 20th M. Whalen-J. Regers 61 tract. The hearing is based on a 
10/5/38 | PRISON WITHOUT BARS M UA C. Luchaire-E. Best 68 | complaint charging the major com- 
3/1 SPIRIT OF CULVER D | U J. Ceoper-F, Barthelomew FS] panies with unfair labor practice in 
3/15 THE OKLAHOMA KID M WB J. Cagney-R. Lane 80 dealings with the Guild. 
'3/17/39 3/22 LONE STAR PIONEER w Col Bill Elliott 56 | In the meantime Screen Play- 
inst 4/12 WITHIN THE LAW M M-G R. Hussel-J. King-P. Kelly 65 wrights, Inc., voted to continue ‘to 
3/22 KING OF CHINATCWN M Par A. M. Wong-A. Tamireff 56 pursue the same objectives for 
2/22 | LITTLE PRINCESS D | 20th | S. Temple-A. Devine  lqhtsh Ges deeietiien Gets eric 
3/29 | MYSTERY WHITE ROOM um | ‘U B. Cabot-H. Mack se. |e a 5 ra 
4/5 | ADV. OF JANE ARDEN M | WB | R. Towne-W. Gargan 58 | any Mean ntgen My — 
aoa aa | 3/1 HISPERING ENEMIES D | Cel | J. Holt-D. Costelle = | «2 Re ge athe — 
3/24/39 | 3/22 | SERGEANT MADDEN Dp | x-G | W. Beery-A. Curtis-T. Brown . eS SS eee mee con- 
4/5 TRIGGER SMITH w Mene Jack Randall 51 templated. Bert Kalmar presided in 
3/15 | MIDNIGHT c Par | C. Colbert-D. Ameche ez | the absence of John Lee M>bin, SP 
3/8 MY WIFE’S RELATIVES Cc Rep J. L. and R. Gleason 63 prexy. 
3/8 THE FLYING IRISHMAN D RKO D. Corrigan-A. Appleby 73 A complaint charging Metrv with 
TROUBLE IN SUNDOWN w RKO G. O’Brien-I. Keith 60 unfair labor practice for refusal to 
11/30 EVERYBODY'S BABY Cc 20th J. Preuty-R. Gleasen 61 negotiate with the Screen Cartoon 
3/22 THREE SMART GIKLS Mu : BI D. Durbin-C. Winninger 87 Guild has be filed with th NLRB 
3/8 | BLACKWELL’S ISLAND D 7% | J. Garfield-R. Lane then mete ao Oar Boek tedeeteted. nit 
3/8 | L..DY AND THE MOB ot Ge ee cae be te Stee Aetiioe Chateninn furie 
4/19 | ROMANCE OF REDWOODS D | Col | C. Bickferd-J. Parker Se ee 
4/5 SOCIETY LAWYER D M-G W. P At, Geens-Canctiie 7 diction over all employees of the 
3/22 | SUDDEN MONEY C | Par | C. Ruggles-M. Rambeau gg | Metro cartoon department with the 
SILVER ON SAGE w Par | W. Beyd-R. Rogers 6s | exception of clerical workers. 
3/22 etree D RKO J. Ellison-H. Weed GE Studio unit managers have for- 
Ww Re G. Autry-S. Burnette mally withdrawn from Screen Di- 
ie! Bourne OF BASKERVILLES M 20th R. Green-W. Barrie 78 ceo Guild and established their 
3/29 pha -- 1S DOOR h- ae. 7 re el i 7 own unit under provisions of the 
einai = oon — See new contr ti with ithe 
07739 4/5 | BROADWAY SERENADE Mu | M-G |~J. MacDenald-L. Ayres gag poeta ye ey gE onli 
ded 4/19 | UNDERCOVER AGEN™ M | Mone | S. Dean-R. Gleason 65 —_ ; + Moan. 
3/22 r'M FROM MISSOURI Cc Par Bob Burns-G George 11 elected president of the Unit Man- 
3/15 LOVE AFFAIR D RKO L + meer fl Boyer 87 agers Guild; Harold Schwartz, vice- 
3/22 MR. MOTO IN DANGER ISLAND M 20th P. Lerre-J. Hersholt 71 president; B. F. McEveety, treasurer, 
4/12 EAST SIDE OF HEAVEN Mu U B. Cresby-J. Blondell 90 and Robert Ross, secretary. C. Alle- 
3/29 WUTHERING HEIGHTS D UA M. Oberon-L. Oliver 183 born and W. F. Fitzgerald will serve 
ae DODGE CITY oO WB | CE. Filynn-O. de Haviland 100 on board of directors with the new 
al / FIRST OFFENDERS M Col | W. Abel-B. Roberts | ~~ 63 +| officers. Members promptly ratified 
4; 14/39 4/5 THE KID FROM TEXAS w M-G D. O’Keefe-F. Rice-R. Johnson 70 the new nine-year agreement, which 
4/19 | STREETS OF N. Y. M | Mone | Jackie Cooper 73 | had already been inked by the UMG 
4/5 DRUMMOND'S SEC’T POLICE M Par J. Howard-Heather Angel 55 negotiating committee and th 
3/8 | NEVER SAY DIE C | Par | M. Raye-B. Hope-E. Cossart £0 en lala all till 
4/5 | THEY MADE HER SPY D | RKO | §. Eilers-A. Lane ez | aucers. 
4/5 | THE NIGHT R} ERS w | Rep | 5. Wayne-R. Rogers 62 ew Sete Coe Daitore 
4/5 ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL D 20th D. Ameche-L. Young-Fond. 97 Society of Motion Picture Film 
aU “ue won IN THE WIN M WB K. Francis-W. .Gargan 55 Editors meets tomorrow (Wed.) to 
/ / F HARDYS RIDE HIGH Cc M-G -L. Stene-F. Holden | 8@ | elect new officers. New members 
; 4/12 hte es BY SCOTLAND YARD M Mone 3. tenement. coo ne ” just elected to the Society board of 
i ACKDOOR TO HEAVEN D Par | W. Ferd-A. MacMahon 81 | directors are Archie Marsek, Harvey 
5/10 | FIXER DUGAN C | RKO | L. Tracy-P. Sh 68 i 
4/12 ‘ . y-P. Shannon Johnston, Louis H. Sackin, Phil 
/ FRONTIER PONY EXPRESS W | Rep | R. Rogers-M. Hart-R. Hatton 58 
4/5 WINNER TAKES ALL C 20th = tie tn 81 Cahn, Frederick Knudtson, Lester 
INSPECTOR HORNLEIGH D 20th G. Harker-A. Sim-H. Wiltiams Millbrook, Charles Nelson, C. J. 
3/15 ZENOBIA C- UA oO. Hardy-B ‘Langden-B Burke TI Smith, Fred B. Richards, Doug Den- 
4/26 | BIG TOWN CZAR D U B. MacLane-E. Sullivan 61 |nis, Owen Galvin, Edward Mann, 
3/15 DARK VICTORY D WB B. Davis-G. Brent 105 | Bert Jordan, James E. Newcom, Cal 
4/28/39 KLAHOMA TRAIL w Cel “C. Starrett-1. Meredith Pierson. 
/@8/ 5/17 CALLING DR. KILDARE D M-G L. Ayres-L. Barrymore 86 Studio Utility Employees Local 724 
5/10 BOYS’ REFORMATORY D | Mono Frankie Darre 62 has tentatively okayed a proposal to 
$3 BLUE MONTANA SKIES ~ w Sad G. Raft-E. Drew-H. Herbert 73 reenter the Central Labor a 
4/5 | VERNON AND IRENE CASTLE D | exo | ¢: Autry-S. Burnette ge | Local executive board has desig- 
5/10 | THE ROOKIE CoP Si mee | + ae g ta 69 | nated William Von Braun, L. C. 
4/26 | RETURN OF CISCO KID D | 20th | w oma . Dar 7 - 79 | Davis, and L. C. Helm as committee 
FOR LOVE OR MONEY =i © $$) & teen Bee 67 | t0_arrange details. 
1/25 | CAN'T GET AWAY WITH M’DER M WB H. Bogart.G. Paige-B. Halop "5 Leonard Jones has been ousted as 
OUTSIDE THESE WALLS M Col m executive secretary to Frank Ca- 
5/5/38 5/3 | LUCKY NIGHT CB | M-G | it oom Susterd. alle 34 |rothers, labor producer contact. Ac- 
5/3 UNION PACIFIC 1 Par B. Stanw ok McCrea 136 | tion was taken after J. W. Buzzell 
5/10 | SORORITY HOUSE C.| mmo | A guirles 3. wil 6e | executive t { the Central 
5/17 | CHASING DANGER cp | 20th * Sentara. tech pes ggecn A ine gaat 
4/19 CODE OF THE STREETS D U sat — Cy tel Vernon 4 Labor Council, complained the con- 
5/3 CONFESSIONS OF NAZI SPY D WB a em : tracts and inclinations of Jones were 
——_____ - G. inson-F. Lederer 103 | too broad for the American Federa- 
5/12, 39 ‘a el Mm h.,4 C. Morris-BeHamy-Dvorak 68 tion of Labor. 
/ - ¥ o 
DOWN WYOMING TRAIL ‘imi. 68 | Producers and the Screen Pub- 
5/10 SOME LIKE IT HOT Cc Par B. Hope-S. Ross-G. Kru 63 licists Guild resumed negotiations 
Bay = a. Three Mesquiteers pa today (Tues). Two groups are seek- 
R ce ing to adopt compromise wage scale 
5/10 | ROSE OF WASHINGTON sq. DD | 20th | 7 BalA. Lane icon no tae tee P\the SPG demanded $50 
__|_5/17_ | TORCHY RUNS FOR MAYOR  C_|_ WB _ | G Farrell-B. MacLane 58 |a week for beginners, $60 the second 
5/19/39 aes one WONDERFUL WORLD CD | M-G |"C. Colbert-J. Stewart-Kibbee | 84 | Year, $70 the third year, and $150 
D | Meno | Movita-J. Carrell 61 | thereafter. The producers have not 
4/12 MAN OF CONQUEST D Rep = + age Pe be submitted a counter-proposal, con- 
SOUTHWARD, HO! Ww Rep Oe eg tending such a move is almost im- 
BOY FRIEND Cc 20th J. Withers-A. Whelan-Hymer 70 possible because of the wide diver- 
5/17 | EX-CHAMP cD U V. McLaglen.T. Brown-N. Gra 32. | gence in salaries now paid. 
MISSING DAUGHTERS D Col RB. Arlen-M. Marsh-R. madeen Questionnaires have been mailed 
7 oer WINNER Cc WB M. Wilson-J. Davis to 1,000 studio painters by the Pacific 
= 02/708” 5/ LY ANGELS HAVE WINGS D Col a, sa” | Coast Labor Bureau, which is mak- 
5/26/39 5/24 | BRIDAL SUITE cD M-G yee wage 4 _— -B. Burk = ing a survey of employment condi- 
5/24 | UNMARRIED. cp | Par | B. Jones-H. aie 64 | tions in the film industry. Data will 
THE ZERO HOUR M Rep = te ane $9 1a OR be used by the painters in pressing 
RACKETEERS OF RANGE Ww RKO George O'Brie ber ge AE ga their demands for a five-day week 
5/24 THE GORILLA C Oth as Tens -h. Laeine y a with the same pay now received for 
SUN NEVER SETS D| U_ | B. Rathbone-v. Fields a 
5/17 | ‘CODE OF SECRET SERVICF. M WB | BR. Reagan-R. Towne 58 
_5/10 | CAPTAIN FURY _ D |_UA | B. Aherne-V. McLagien 91 ’ . 
6/2/39 TRAPPED IN THE SKY M Col J. Holt-K. De Mille Tone’s Op Delays Pic 
oe 6,000 ENEMIES D | M-G | W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson Hollywood, May 23 
ACROSS THE PLAINS w | Mono | jack Randall ‘iste tmanT aetna Wollsce 
5/17 | GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE C | Par | G. Allen-W. William OI PR gage Nyce gl avy St 
5/24 | GIRL FROM MEXICO cD RKO | Lupe Velez-D. Woods 7 ery, roiled at Metro yesterday 
JONES FAMILY IN HOLLYWOOD C | 20th | J. Prouty-S. Byington (Mon.) with Wayne Morris replac- 
INSIDE INFORMATION M U J. Lang-D. Foran-H, Carey ing Franchot Tone. 
MAN WHO DARED D | WB | C. Grapewin-J. Bryan Tone, who has a two-picture deal 
A020 ARIZONA COWBOY Ww Col tC. ovetst oa ——— | with the studio, is detained in New 
6, 9, 39 UNDERCOVER DOCTOR M Par L. ona ye ery Logan York by a gallstone operation. 
— aoan aad ~ e O | G. Canders-S. Gray 
V5.— A P B. Cabot-R. Byr ANIM 
YOUNG MR. LINCOLN D | 20th | H. Fonda-A. Brady-M. Weaver _ a 3 
THEY ASKED FOR IT cD U Lundigan-J. Hodges-A. Whalen mellywors, ey 2 
4/26 | UAREZ D | WB | P. Muni-B, Davis-B. Ahern 125 Fh tgy Re en <syput es 
en @ PLANES D. Cel L. Olivier-V. Ho kayo, assis nt director, an rving 
6/16/38 TARZAN FINDS A SON M | M-G | J: Welssmulier-M. O'Sullivan Sindler, his head prop.man, to David 
5/10 | INVITATION TO HAPPINESS DD Par I. Dunne-F. MacMurray 97 | 0. Selznick for work on ‘Inter- 
o—-. Xt, A_- , = | RKO F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames mezzo.’ 
20th S. Teler- rtez-P. Director ili r, another 
NANCY DREW, TR’BLESHOOTERD WB B. Geenvibe-t. Gascon, 2c. indo am amet 


Goldwyn contractee. 
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VARE PROVES HOLD- 
OVER SENSATION! 


3RD WEEK 
ROXY, N.Y.! 


SRD WEEK 
BALTIMORE! 


— and — 


PROVIDENCE 
RICHMOND 


(day & date) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
KANSAS CITY 


(day & date) 


ST. LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
HARTFORD 
NEW HAVEN 
WORCESTER 














AGAIN THIS SUMMER 20TH 
LEADS THE BOXOFFICE PARADE? 














THE KEYSTONE 
OF YOUR FUTURE | 
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St. Loo's Facelifting; Summer 
Reopenings, Managerial Shifts 





St. Louls, May 23. 
Morton Theatres, Inc., has e€ar- 
marked a new 550-seater in East 
Peoria, Ill, to be tagged ‘Creve 
Ceeur. 


Kerasotas Bros’ new Varsity, 1,000 
seater, opened on May 14 in Peoria, 
lit. Willis Ford house manager. 


S. Hewerdine is mgr. of the Silver 
Screen, 200-seater, Fisher, D1 


The New Homer, Homer, IIL, 
opened recently in the Aetna hotel 
building. 

Jee Hewitt, Robinson, Ill, plans 
to rebuild his 500-seater Strarid re- 
cently destroyed by fire. He also 
owns and operates the Lincoln, 720- 
seater, in same town. 


€enstruction started on new 500- 
seater in Barry, DL, for Russell Ar- 
mentrout who also operates the 300- 
seat Star. New house has been 
tagged the Clark. 

The Armo, local skydome, will be 
operated by Clarence Groeteke who 
also is interested in the Webster, a 
North St. Louis nabe. 





D. S. Cross and Santo Busciglio, | 


Percy, Ill, remodeling their Princess, 
Percy, and will resume operations in 
30 days. 

The Royal, 450-seater, Mt. Vernon, 
Til, operated by the Fox Midwest 


Ageney Corp., recently reopened 
after being shuttered for several 
months. Homer Marvel resident 
manager. 


J. E. Shannon, Portageville, II1., 
has let contract for a new 500-seater 
in Portageville. 

Harry Tanner, Pana, Ill., receiv- 
ing bids for his new 1,000-seater to 
be erected in Pana. 

The Mikado, local nabe, operated 
by St. Louis Co. under remodeling 
and alteration process. 


L. I. Managers Change 


Samuel Bleiweiss, now managing 
Earle, Jackson Heights, N. Y., re- 
placing Joseph Pisapia, who has 


| 
| 


| 





taken over Hobart, Woodside, N. Y. 





Reade’s Shore Shifts 
Asbury Park, N. J., May 23. 
Several managerial switches and 
appointments made on Walter Reade 
circuit. Harold Van Vorst, formerly 
at the Queensboro, Long Island, goes 
into the St. James, Asbury Park. 
The Par, Asbury, reopens Friday 





(26) with Malcolm Marshall, mana- 


r. 

Charles Little, manager of Warren, 
Hudson, N. Y., switching to the Com- 
munity in that town, while Eddie 
LaRue takes over the Warren. 

Reade’s Casino at Asbury, which 
will play attractions, reopens Satur- 
day (27), with Richard Mooney, for- 
merly at the Par there, as manager. 





Summer Reopenings 
Edgemere, L. L, May 23. 
Four picture houses will reopen 
in this area for the summer shortly, 
and will continue operation until 
Labor Day. They are the Edgemere, 
at Edgemere; Arverne Boardwatk, 
Arverne Boulevard, both Arverne, 
and the Park Roof, Rockaway Park. 





Wise.’s ‘Jack-Rabbit’ Exhibs 
Milwaukee, May 23. 

‘Jack-rabbit’ exhibitors again are 
expected to be numerous in Wiseon- 
sin this summer. Towns already 
booking weekly film include Am- 
herst, Nelsonville and Sharon. In 
each case the shows will be backed 
by local merchants. 

Mike Brumm, exhibitor on Muil- 
waukee’s north side for 30 years, has 
relinquished his Ritz to Fox-Wiscon- 
sin circuit. 

General Theatre Co. has taken 
over the Rex, Oshkosh, Wis. In- 
corporators of the firm are Wesley 
J. Ladwig, Harley W. Bender and 
Robert C. Born. 

Jack Yeo, Burlington, Wis., exhib, 
again will operate the Riviera ball- 
rcom at Lake Geneva this summer. 





Schine Remodling One 
Rochester, N. Y., May 23. 

Temple. Geneva, closed for eight 
years, will be remodeled and equipped 
by Schines as second run _ house. 
Temple for many years was a lead- 
ing vaude theatre in area, but aban- 
doned after the Geneva was built in 
1931. Seats 1,200. House will be 
modernized under direction of C. C. 
Young, Schine’s zone manager, who 
has charge of the other two thea- 
tres now operating, the Geneva and 
Regent. Work will start as soon as 
plans are completed by John E. 
Eberson of Gloversville, architect. 





Joy Houck’s Rie 
New: Orleans, May 23. 
Joy Houck, operator of the Strand 
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THURSDAY 


Mickey _ 
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“BROADWAY 
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On Stage 
Arthur Treacher 
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Duke 
ELLINGTON 
and Orch. 
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ROBERT DONAT in 
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with Greer Garson—An M-G-M Hit! 
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HELD OVER 3rd WEEK 
CECIL B. DeMILLE’S 


“UNION PACIFIC” 


Starring BARBARA STANWYCE 
Sng JOEL McCREA 


IN PERSON 
RICHARD HIMBER and Band 





‘mount for three years. 








Allen Flacking Famous; 
Hebert P. A.’s Selznick 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Alfred R. Allen signed with Harry 
Edington as head of publicity for 
Famous Productions, Inc., reporting 
June I. 

Previously Allen had been manager 
of the Philadelphia Orchestra and 
advertising manager of Victor Talk- 
ing Machine Co. 

William Hebert becomes publicity 
director of Selznick - International 
June 1, succeeding Victor M. Sha- 
piro, resigned. 

Hebert had been Cecil B. DeMille’s 
personal publicity man at Para- 


and Joy here, and a chain .f film 
heuses in Louisiana and Mississippi, 
took over the Regent Friday (12) 
and changed house’s name to Joy’s 
Rio. Straight 10c admission policy 
day and night. 

Houck has also completed reneva- 
tion and installation of new seats in 
the Strand. 


Wisconsin Beings 
Aleoma, Wis., May 23. 
Louis WHassberg completing re- 
modeling of his Majestic here, in- 
creasing capacity to 800. 


} 
| 
| 





The Little, downtown Milwaukee 
house which opened last December, | 
is dark and has been leased for| 
Schlitz Palm Garden. 

N. & S. Theatres, Inc. (Herbert 
J. Neuser and Oliver Schmidt) 
taken over operation of Violet, Mil- 
waukee northside nabe, from Merrill 
Devine. 

Standard Vliet 
over the Times, 
side nabe. 

Plans afoot for remodeling Fox's 
Myers, Janesville, Wis. 

There is still hope for pictures on 
the screen. A Racine, Wis., news- 
paper advertised: ‘No dishes given 
away Thursday.’ 

When ‘Juarez’ is released at the | 
Warner, Milwaukee, shortly, it will 
mark the ninth anniversary of the 
downtown deluxer. 


Theatre Co. 


took | 
Milwaukee 


west 





New ©cmerford Opens 
Harrisburg, Pa., May 23. 

The new Comerford opened here 
Thursday (18) with ‘Three Smart 
Girls.’ New is the Comerford’s ace 
house, the Strand dropping to No. 2, 
and the Orpheum closin 

Comerford, which recently pur- 
chased the three Jackson theatres in 
Lebanon, Pa., is having plans made 
by William H. Lee, Philadelphia 
architect, for alterations to the Colo- 
nial, largest of the former Jackson 
houses. Company will modernize 
the Capitol also. Third house is a 
hall in a lodge-owned building and 
is not included in the Comerford 
Co. improvement plans. 





In the Pitt Zone 
Pittsburgh, May 23. 

Ruth McGough, of WB exchange 
staff, being transferred to L. A, 
branch at her own request. Local 
gang tossed a farewell party in her 
honor. 

At insistance of theatre owners 
here, City Council has refused to 
indorse bill now before state legis- 
lature which would regulate bill- 
beards and collect fee from adver- 
tising companies that use land ad- 
joining roads for display purposes. 

Paul Krumenacker, Albany branch 
manager for Warners, has moved his 
family there from Pittsburgh after 
six months. Krumenacker, former 
office manager for WB-FN here, won 
promotion and transfer last faH, but 
_ family has remained here since 

en. 

Clyde Hodder, treasurer of Leona 
Theatre Co., named manager of 
Leona, Homestead, replacing Sam- 
uel E. Blyer, who died a few weeks 
ago. 





N.B.’s Facelifting 
St. John, N. B., May 26. 

Film theatre construction and im- 
provement are continuing in the 
maritime provinces. At Campbell- 
ton, N. B., F. G. Spencer, of St. John, 
with a chain of 19 houses, is ready- 
ing erection of a new theatre. He 
already has one in operation there. 

At Sydney, N. S., D. P. MacDonald 
has recently opened the Vogue as a 
sister house to the Capitol. The 
Vogue is in a new building, and, 
like the Capitol, is on the Famous 
Players Canadian lineup for opera- 
tion and supply. 

At New Glasgow, N. S., N. W. 
Mason, mayor of that town and a 
veteran exhibitor, has reopened the 
‘New’ Roseland, after remodeling 
and redecorating it. He also ex- 
hibits at the Academy o* Music, ex- 
legit house, at New Glasgow. 

At Pictou, N. S., Herbert Wisener 
has reopened his Pictou, after clos- 
ing it for remodeling and _ installa- 
tion of new sound equipment. 

At Sf. John, J. M. Franklin and his 
son, Mitchell, have replaced the 
original lighting with new fixtures 
and laid new floor covering in their 
Mayfair. The interior has also been 
redecorated. 





Marmen in Trey 
Troy, N. Y., May 23. 
The former Fifth Ave. on its re- 
opening after a 10-day shu.down for 
renovations by new owner, Harry 








UA’s More Pix 











(Continued from page 3) 





writing the musical score personally 
for the film. 

Regarding David Loew’s plans, he 
will not produce any pictures for 
next season as he needs time to de- 
cide what he wants to make and to 
line up his -reducing organization. 
His first pictures will be released 
during the 40-41 season. 

Silverstone was emphatic in stand 
tat Douglas Fairbanks will produce 
this year, with ‘The Californian’ due 
te start shooting within a month. 
Producer was reported havin: sailed 
fo Europe last week, but remained 
over to see Silverstone. He is 
scheduled to get away for London 
today (Wed.). 

Geldwyn's Due 

Goldwyn is down for two pictures 
for '39-40 schedule. ‘Music School,’ 
which was intended for this season, 
is one, release having been shifted 
to fall; ‘The Real Glory’ is the other. 

Company is encouraging produc- 
tion of pictures in foreign countries 
wherever feasible and has closed a 
contract with Mel Shauer i» produce 


a series of six Latin films starring 
Rosita Moreno. Shauer is leaving 
immediately sor Buenos Aires to 


start the first one. Anoiher picture 
will be made in Brazil in the Portu- 
guese tongue, 


Walter Wanger is also scheduled | 
5 


to make one picture in South 
America, It would be an adventure 
film along the lines of ‘Sabu.’ Other 
deals are in the work for pictures 
to be made by French prod :c2ns for 
UA distribution in French-speaking 
countries throughout the world; an- 


| other indie film is being produced in 


Australia for distribution there; and 
one other scheduled is the Denis- 
Roosevelt picture to be made in 
India and Far East. Mexican pic- 
ture being made br Fortuno Bono 
Nova is getting under way this week 
at the Coast. 





Class Eateries 








(Continued from page 1) 
bum,’ to quote an unpoetic but suc- 
cint summation by N. Y. showmen, 





Frisco’s Gress to Date 
San Francisco, May 23. 

The Golden Gate Exposition has 
taken in $2,250,000 from all sources, 
according to official reports. Paid 
attendance to May 21 inclusive, to- 
tals 3,095,520. 

Leading the concession takes is 
Clifford C. Fischer’s ‘Folies Bergere,’ 
which snared $230,618 in playing to 
593,000 over a nine-week period. 
The True Blue cafeteria is next with 
$129,512, while the auto parking 
concession third with $185,837. The 
Chinese Village, Cavalcade of the 
Golden West, Sally Rand’s Nide 
Ranch, Palace of Fine Arts and Rob- 
ert Ripley's ‘Believe It or Not’ show 
have been the next biggest draws, 
in that order. 

The rain last week cut the at- 
tendance to 196,256, exclusive of 
annieoakleys, 





Office Workers Picketing 
WB H.O. and Theatres 


American Federation of Office 
Workers (AFL) which started picket- 
ing the Warner Bros. home office 
last week, because of alleged fail- 
ure of the company to recognize the 
union, later extended the street 
parading to WB’s Broadway theatres, 
the Strand and Hollywood, and also 
spread to houses booking Warner 
pictures. The Palace, with ‘Dodge 
City’ current, is one of them. 

Warner’s posted a bulletin outside 
the Strand that all employees of the 
theatre belong to the AFL. 


Small-Russell a 


Los Angel--. May 23. 

Rosalind Russell and her agency, 
the Small Co., settled their difficul- 
ties out of court. 

Ageney had sued for $31,144 in 
commissions and actress countered 
with a demand for $4,906 which, she 
charged, was an overpayment. 


Elmo Lincoln’s Comeback 


Hollywood, May 23. 
Elmo Lincoln, in retirement 12 
years, returns to the screen in ‘Okla- 
homa Outlaws,’ a Mesquiteer at Re- 
public. 
His producer is William Berke, 











Hellman, now known as the Palace. 
Roger C. Marmon manager. 


who was assistant cameraman on a 
Lineoln serial in 1924. 


N.Y. EXHIB SUES COL. TO 
ENFORCE PIX DELIVERY 


Suit of the Schuyler Theatre Corp, 
operators of the Schuyler, in N. Y, 
against Columbia Pictures was re- 
vealed in the N. Y. supreme court 
| yesterday (Tues.) when it applied for 
a temporary injunction, to be heard 
today <(Wed.) by Justice Lloyd 
Church. Schuyler claims a contract 
with Columbia in December, 1938, 
for 40 pictures for the 1938-39 sea- 
son, at the same time as its com- 
petitor, the Arden theatre. 

It is alleged that the Arden has 
received some of the pictures, and 
the plaintiff none. The injunction 
sought is to prevent Arden from re- 
ceiving any more pictures until the 
Schuyler receives theirs. Damages 
are also asked. 


Radio Gity Revels’ Sait: 
Other Film Litigation 


Jesse Solomon filed suit in the N.Y. 
federal court yesterday (Tuesday) 
against RKO Radio Pictures, Inc, 
Matt Brooks, Eddie David, Anthony 
Veiller and Mortimer Offner, all 
| Screen writers, claiming the pla- 
| giarism and ‘deliberate piracy’ of his 
| play copyrighted in October, 1936, 
} entitled ‘It Goes Through Here,’ in 
| the RKO picture, ‘Radio City Revels.’ 

Plaintiff seeks injunction, account- 
ing of profits and damages. 




















Los Angeles, May 23. 
Warners obtained permission in 
Federal court to file a counter ac- 
tidn against Miguel C. Torres, who 
recently sued the studio for $1,000,- 
600, charging ‘Juarez’ infringed on 
his previously produced picture 
dealing with Mexican history. 
Counter-action must be filed 
June 15. 


by 








Priming for Par Conv. 


Home office contingent shoves off 
|from New York next Monday (29) 
| to attend the Paramount sales con- 


vention in Los Angeles. In addition 

ito sales representatives and other 
executives, several foreign sales 
managers will follow later in the 
week, 

C. G. Dickinson, Par general sales 
manager in Great Britain; Tony 
Reddin, advertising-publicity man- 
ager in same territory, and Henri 
Klarsfeld, general manager jn 


France, arrive in N. Y. next Tues- 
day (30) and plan going direct to 
the Coast. 


Loach on Mono Bd 


T. P. Loach, treasurer of Pathe, 
Inc., has been elected a member of 
the board ef Monogram. He replaces 
William Rhinelander Stewart, re- 
signed. 

Harry M. Iverson is the new comp- 
troller to succeed Ben Agren, also 
resigned. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, May 23. 

‘Tarzan Finds a Son’ is third title 
for the Johnny Weismuller film at 
Metro, previously tagged “Tarzan in 
Exile’ and ‘Tarzan Escapes.’ 

Universal switched from ‘In Old 
California to ‘Mutiny On The Black- 
hawk,’ 

‘Western Caravans’ is release tag 
on ‘Arizona Cowboy’ at Columbia. 

Warners switched from ‘Light- 
horse Harry’ to ‘The Cowboy Quar- 
terback.’ 

‘Range War’ is latest handle for 
Harry Sherman's ‘Lawful Outlaws’ 
at Paramount. 

‘Steeplechase’ is final title 
‘Gantry the Great’ at Warners. 

Paramount shifted from ‘Madame 
Mystery’ to ‘Portrait in Diamonds.’ 

‘Oklahoma Outlaws’ became ‘Wy- 
oming Outlaws’ at Republic. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Walter Wanger purchased ‘Send 
Another Coffin,’ by F. G. Presnell. 

RKO bought = John Farrow’s 
‘Father Damien.’ 

Paramount acquired two yarns by 
Milton Lazarus, ‘American Plan’ and 
‘Whatever Goes Up.’ Lazarus also 
sold ‘Fiddlesticks’ to RKO. 

Roy Chanslor sold ‘Before Your 
Eyes’ to Universal. 

Metro bought ‘Happiest Man on 
Earth’ from Albert Mintz. 
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WIDE ACCLAIM 
FOR ALL THREE 








SETTING new standards of quality and per- 
formance, Eastman’s latest negative films have 
met with instant approval. Each makes its 
special contribution .. . fast, fine-grained 
Plus-X, for general studio work ... high-speed 
Super-XX, for all difficult exposures ... Ultra- 
fine-grained Background-X, for backgrounds 
and all-round exterior work. All three offer 
the high reliability and photographic quality 
typical of Eastman sensitized materials. 
Eastman Kodak Company, Rochester, N. Y,. 
(J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors, Fort Lee, 


Chicago, Hollywood). 





EASTMAN Plus-X... 
Super-XX... Background-X 
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Hiatus Pian Holds 


3 Accounts; 


~ Ford, Pet, Camel Stick Summer 
As CBS Rates System Success 


Columbia figures that its ‘hiatus’ 
plan has proved successful even if 
only insofar that it has kept three 
additional night-time accounts on for 
the summer. The trio that are cred- 





WHEELOCK AGENCY 








ited with holding on for the summer 
as a result of the network’s new lay- 
off restrictions are Ford Motors, Pet 
Milk Pet Milk’s pro- 
gram stays as is, Ford will replace 
the symphony with a light musical 
show headed by James Melton while 
Camel will have a substitute pro- 
gram for Eddie Cantor. 

The three name accounts, CBS 
states, would have gone off for the 
summer had not the restrictions been 
put into effect. As a result of this 
situation plus the business pickup 
that has been Columbia’s since April, 
the network estimates that its gross 
this summer will be 30% better than 
it had been for the warm spell of 


and Camel. 


| 
| 


supervised the Victor Talking 
Machine account for many years, 


GUY LOMBARDO 
AND SPONSOR 
CALMED 








1938, 


WHEATIES ON 
THE NOSE IN 
OMAHA 


—_—-—-—~ 


Omaha, May 23. 


General Mills has underwritten the 
broadcasts of the Ak-Sar-Ben horse 
races in Omaha over WOW from 
May 27 to July 4. Wheaties will be 
plugged. It’s General Mills’ first tie- 
up with a pari-mutuel race meet. 
This one is operated for civic pur- 
poses, with the proceeds going to the 
4-H club and the Nebraska County 
Fair associations. In addition to air- 
ing the daily featured race for a 
half-hour the station will put Har- 
vey Foster on each night for 15 min- 
utes of comment, 

Merchandising angles includes the 
viveaway of a colored jockey cap for 
a Wheaties boxtop plus a dime. Local 
grocers will be invited to sit in the 
WOW broadcasting box at the track 
each day. 


TRANSAMERK 








DISCS AT WLW 





Latest tie-in between the Trans- 
american Broadcasting & Television 
Corp. and WLW, Cincinnati, involves 
the installation at the station of re- 
cording equipment for the produc- 
tion of Transamerican shows with 
WLW talent. Previously such 
Transamerican-produced shows were 
piped to Chicago or New York for 
stenciling. 

Equipment will also be used to 


wax Transamerican multi-market 
accounts while the live version. of 
such programs is being aired over 
for either 


WLW. Setup allows 
lateral or vertical cutting. 


WMCA Offers for Sale 
Horse Races From Col. 


Schedule of horse race broadcasts 
which WMCA, N.Y., gets from CBS 
for local airing is being offered for 
sponsorship by the former. Buying 
of the spiels would be strictly local 
end have no effect on the feed to the 
CBS network. Terms of the deal 
which allows WMCA to sell the air- 
ings is that the sponsor must be 
satisfactory to the New York State 
Racing Association. 

Of 26 races CBS has scheduled six 
have already been run, major por- 
tion of the remainder set for the 
current Belmont and August Sara- 
toga meetings. 








Edgar Wallace’s yarns of Mr. J. G. 
Reeder, under-cover gumshoe man, 
after being filmed here for Grand 
National, now on the commercial 
waves Sundays from Radio Nor- 
mandy (France) under sponsorship 
of Milk of Magnesia, . ' 





Differences between Guy Lombar- 
|\do and Lady Esther officials over 
|the selection of musical numbers 
i}and how they should be played have 
been straightened out and the in- 
dications are that the two will get 
together this week on a contract for 
another year. It’s the first time that 
Lombardo has had to contend with 
sponsor interference in his nine com- 
mercial years on the air. 

At one point of the Lady Esther 
intrusions one of the officials went 
so far as to tell Lombardo that his 
tempo treatment of a certain num- 
ber was too slow. The band started 
to get the impression that the spon- 
sor was determined to make it over 
into something that it’s never been. 


Arthur Church Show 
To NBC Network For 
General Mills June 5 


Kansas City, May 23. 

Following a 26 weeks’ test on 
WHO, Des Moines, ‘Caroline’s Golden 
Store’ becomes a regular part of the 
General Mills hour on NBC red June 
5. Terms of contract were negoti- 
ated through Mix Dancer, Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, v.p. and account 
exec, with Arthur B. Church, prexy 
of KMBC, Kansas City. Program 
will be aired at 1:30 EDST plugging 
Gold Medal flour. 

Caroline Ellis, who scripts and 
leads show, has previously merchan- 
dised over the air with ‘Joanne Tay- 
lor’s Fashion Flashes’ via KMBC in 
1933 and.a stint for Montgomery 
Ward in 1937. Programs will be 
worked out with Fran Heyser in 
charge of Church’s national shows. 








predecessor to the Ward Wheelock | 
| Co. 


| stated by the local indie station, with 





HANDLES CBS SUBSID. 


CBS has appointed one of its top | 
spending agencies, the Ward Wheel- | 


lock Co., to handle the American 
Record Corp.’s advertising account. | 
F Wallis Armstrong as_ the 


| nedy are back on the staff. 





KRE, Berkeley Re-hires | 
2 Spielers Involved 
In ‘Unionism’ Charge 


————— 


Berkeley, Cal., May 23. 
Assertedly discharged because of 
union activities, two out of three 
KRE announcers have been rein- 


the status of the third undetermined 
pending a hearing to be held before 
the Employers’ Council of Alameda 
County. Formal charges against 
KRE were filed by Executive Secre- 
tary Vic Connors of the San Fran- 
cisco Chapter of the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists with the 
National Labor Relations Board. 
Connors alleges the three—George 
Moore, Ralph Kennedy and Phil 
Bernheim — were dismissed when 
they joined AFRA. Moore and Ken- 


NLRB Hears KGCU 
Bismarck, N. D., May 23. 

Taking of testimony in the hear- 
irg on the action brought by the 
National Labor Relations Board 
against the Mandan Radio Associa- 
tion and John K. Kennelly, manager 
of radio station KGCU, Mandan, 
which the association operates, ended 
late Friday before Charles E Per- 
sons, Washington, D. C., trial ex- 
aminer at Mandan, N. D. Kennelly 
is charged by the NLRB with inter- 
fering with union activities and dis- 
charging Paul Edwards, an employee 
of the station, for engaging in union 
activities. Charges were brought by 
the NLRB on a complaint made by 
J. Harris Igou, international repre- 
sentative of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
a: affiliate of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


Representing the NLRB is Lee 
Loevinger, Minneapolis, Minn., re- 
gional attorney for the 18th region 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board. The law firm of Sullivan, 
Fleck and Sullivan, Mandan, was the 
defense counsel. 


In main, Kennelly’s and Gilfoy’s 
testimony was to the effect that Ed- 
wards was discharged because the 
staff was being reduced; that there 
had been no addition to the staff 
since Edwards’ dismissal; that Ed- 
wards was the least competent of 
the staff of trcnsmitter operators 
which were employed by the station 
at the time of Edwards’ dismissal; 
and that the fact that the discharged 
employee had joined a union had 
nothing to do with his dismissal be- 
cause neither Kennelly nor Gilfoy 
had any knowledge that Edwards or 
any other employee had joined a 
union until after Edwards was dis- 
charged. 








Dodge With Furgason 
Chicago, May 22. 
Howard M. Dodge, formerly with 
the Curtis Publishing Co. and the 
Hays MacFearland Co., has joined 
local office of Gene Furgason & 
0. 


He was also for three years radio 








advertising manager of the Chicago 
Herald and Examiner. 





Inside Stuff—Radio 











same pattern. 


night (Tuesday). 


viously censored the same tune. 





+ and was one of its founders. 


Richard Compton, president of Compton Advertising, Inc., upheld the 
literary standards of daytime network serials at the closed meeting on 
radio during the convention of the American Association of Advertising 
Agencies recently. Compton, whose agency rates as second to Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert in the daytime serial field, spoke up after several other 
agency men had criticized this phase of air entertainment as being trite, 
without imagination and sounding as though they were all cut out of the 

One critic remarked that if a listener didn’t catch the 
title he wouldn't be able to distinguish one serial from another. 
ton declared that these serials have been demonstrably successful and 
that the writing of most of them was far superior to the general run of 
literary standards to be found in the big circulation story magazines, 





NEC blue-pencilled first Artie Shaw-Old Gold program over that net last 
Anti-booze rule affected Shaw’s tune, ‘Shoot the Likker 
to Me John Boy.’ Changed it to ‘Shoot the Rhythm to Me.’ CBS had pre- 


Amusing part of the switches is that in the sense in which it is meant 
the title refers to a musical hot lick rather than firewater. 
of a CBS announcer once jokingly labeling it ‘Shoot the Strawberry Soda 
to Me’ on a sustainer, getting himself in bad with the net which claimed 
it called attention to the fact the title had been censored. Last night’s was 
Shaw’s first broadcast since recovering from his illness. 
renewed for another four weeks as of May 30 at the Palomar, L.A. 





Though a member of the American Guild of Musical Artists, John 
Charles Thomas refused to take out a membership card in the American 
Federation of Radio Actors after he had been booked to:do a guest appear- 
ance on the RCA Matinee over NBC a couple weeks ago. 
no issue over the incident because under its policy a non-member is per- 
mitted to make one broadcast. In rejecting the request that he join AFRA 
Thomas stated that he didn’t like the idea of being forced into an organ- 
ization and also disclosed that he has for some time been dissatisfied witb 
Lawrence Tibbett’s leadership of AGMA. Tibbett is also an AFRA v.p 


Comp- 


Story is told 


Band has been 


AFRA made 


Kansas Law on ASCAP Has Odd 
Gimmick Against ‘New Stations 








Doc Rockwell's Brain Trust pro- 
gram washed up on the NBC Blue 
last week with the 13th broadcast. 
Cost around $2,500 weekly and was 
one of the few costly sustainers on 
NBC. It was launched in a mood of 
expectation and exited in a mood of 
economy for the summer. Rockwell 
will take up his rocking chair at 
Booth Bay, Maine, until further 
notice. 

Program attracted considerable at- 
tention and a favorable press as a 
comedy promise. It was a showman- 
ly effort to inject pep in the Blue 
network’s program schedule. 





PHIL MORRIS 
SPOT 


Lucky Strike’s ‘Hit Parade’ is 
taking over the Saturday night spot 
on CBS currently occupied by Philip 
Morris cigarets as soon as the net- 
work can clear the required stations. 
Lucky’s new time will be 8 to 8.45 
p.m. for the east and a rebroadcast 
at 11 p.m. for the west. American 
Tobacco Co. figures that the earlier 
period will give it a better break on 
audience during the summer months, 

‘Hit Parade’s’ talent roster cur- 
rently consists of Lanny Ross, Mark 
Warnow, Raymond Scott’s Quintet, 
Kay Lorraine and the Songsgiths. 
Besides Columbia, Philip Morris is 
now using Johnny Green's orches- 
tra on NBC and Mutual. 


Christian Refugees Show 
Seeks Radio Side-Money 
Similar to Wrigley Deal 


American Committee for Christian 
German Refugees met with repre- 
sentatives of NBC, CBS, Mutual and 
WMCA, N.Y., last week, to sound 
out the possibilities of airing the 
benefit show to be run by the Come 
mittee at the Winter Garden theatre, 
New York, June 15. Meeting was to 
determine if time was available from 
midnight on, when the show starts, 
and get reaction to the sale of the 
airing while the broadcasters do- 
nated the time. Would be similar 
to the airing of the Flood Relief 
show which was carried free, while 
Wrigley’s gum kicked in $25,000 for 
a short commercial at the opening. 

CBS, NBC and Mutual reserved 
decision on the request for the time, 
while WMCA okayed it. There’s no 
mention of a specific sponsor. 

According to present plans the 
committee’s use of many stars who 
have promised to be on hand will be 
in the nature of a dramatic playlet 
as well as individual presentations. 
Whether this piece will be broadcast 
if time is cleared by the nets isn't 
set yet. List of stars who have 
promised to appear, according to the 
committee, and those on the Stage, 
Screen and Radio Committee of the 
campaign, reads like a Who's Who 
of theatricals. Drive is for a $600,000 
emergency fund. 











Yankee Web Assigns 
Reporter to Congress 


Boston, May 23. 

As a result of the new ruling per- 
mitting radio men to occupy seats in 
the press gallery of Congress, the 
Yankee and Colonial Network News 
Services are assigning F. W. (‘Pete’) 
Tully to Washington, D. C., per- 
manently. He will feed news to his 
Boston headquarters by telephone 
and telegraph. 

Tully has been State House re- 
porter in Massachusetts for the 
Yankee Net news service since it 
was organized. He reports for duty 
in Washington, May 29. Move rep- 
resents a broadening of activity by 
the Yankee and Colonial news or- 
ganizations, controlled by John She- 





pard, 3d. 


DOC ROCKWELL’S 236 "| 
SUSTAINER WINDS UP 





American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is wonder. 
ing whether the broadcasters who 
were behind the bill that bars 
ASCAP from doing business in Kan- 
isas have any ulterior motives that 
| invelve the freezing out of com- 
petition from within their own 
ranks. Under the bill, passed by the 
Kansas legislature, all contracts now 
in effect with ASCAP remain valid, 
but if any station which has just re- 
ceived a franchise from the FCC 
wants to get an ASCAP license it 
finds that this same law bars it from 
making such a contract. 

When the statute comes up for a 
legal showdown ASCAP will charge 
that the established broadcasters in 
Kansas are using the ASCAP issue 








LUCKIES INTO) 


as a cat’s-paw in building up a 
monopoly for themselves. If exist- 
| ing contracts, it will argue, are good 
for the older stations they should 
be allowed for broadcasters just 
coming into the business. 

The Kansas law, states ASCAP, 
makes it impossible for that organi- 
zation to do business with new licen- 
sees in that state. Like statutes 
passed in Washington state, Montana 
and Florida, it requires that copy- 
right Owners register with a state 
official a list of their works, prices, 
ete, 


LLOYD EGNER 
SEEKS LOWER | 
MUSIC TAX 


Lloyd Egner, NBC transcription 
head, and Harry Fox, publishers’ 
agent and trustee, are due to get to< 
gether soon to negotiate a new con- 
tract for the network’s recorded li- 
brary (Thesaurus). The present 
agreement expires June 30. 

Egner feels that the copyright 
owner is charging too much per 
number when the recorded compo- 
sition is used commercially and that 
some new system should be devised 
to lessen the burden of the library 
sponsor, Under the present contract 
between NBC and Fox a flat fee of 
$15 a year per master is charged for 
sustaining use and in the event the 
library is sold to a sponsor there’s to 
be an additional fee of 25c per num- 
ber. Egner regards this royalty set- 
up as tending to penalize the tran- 
scription, since the broadcaster or 
account must also pay 5% on the 
time costs for performing rights. 











Paul Waner Sues 
Yankee Network 


Pittsburgh, May 23. 

Paul Waner, outfielder with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, has entered suit 
against Yankee Network, Inc., of 
Boston, and announcer John J. 
Stevens for alleged slander to the 
amount of $150,000. Waner claims 
his character was ruthlessly ma- 
ligned by the sportscaster in a 
broadcast several weeks ago and 
that he was unjustly criticized and 
referred to in unbecoming language. 

It’s the first time a celebrity in 
the sports spotlight has ever sued 
for remarks made against him on 
the air. 

Broadcasts in question were made 
prior to Pittsbiirgh’s first visit to 
Boston this season, and Waner be- 
came aware of the charged libel only 
when fans at the Bees’ park started 
shouting certain names at him. He 
learned they were the same. names 
Stevens had used only a short time 
before. 

Waner filed three actions, totaling 
$150,000 in the Mass_ckusetts courts, 
retaining Leopold M. Goulston of 
Boston as his counsel. 


WRR Managership Open 


. Dallas, May 23. 

Position of manager of WRR, mun- 
icipal owned, is still open here. New 
city council is now interviewing as- 
pirants to job, according to Homer 
R. Mitchell, chairman of the com- 
mission. 

More than 20 have applied, includ- 
ing Charlie Jordan, acting manager, 








and Fred Fletchner, staff man. 
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QUIZ POPULARITY DIVES 





Lennen & Mitchell Culls 10 Mayes 
From Open Door Policy for Woodbury 


Woodbury will be offered 10 pro- 
grams, all recorded, to pick from 


when executives of Lennen & Mit-}| 


chell, agency on the account, arrive 
in Cincinnati tomorrow (Thursday) 
to discuss the show that is to go into 
the Friday 7:45-8 p.m. spot on CBS 
starting July 7. As the result of the 
agency’s open door policy in this 
particular quest, it heard about 60 
program ideas, of which 15 were put 
on wax. Further weeding reduced 
the presentations to the 10 shows 
which are being auditioned to the 
client. 


Lennen & Mitchell will have five 
networks shows running this sum- 
mer, the agency’s record for the 
warm season. James Ameche and 
Gale Page replaces Charles Boyer 
for 13 weeks, starting July 2. Sen- 
sation cigarets will have Larry Clin- 
ton on a mixed NBG red and blue 
hookup starting July 3, and Artie 

haw will continue on his own for 

ld Gold on NBC when Bob Bench- 
Jey takes his vacation June 27. Ed- 
win C. Hill will pinch hit for Walter 
Winchell (Jergen’s} for four weeks 
ia July. 


LEVER SHOWS 
LOAF IN SYNC 


-_~~—_ 





Lever Bros. has picked the week 
of July 18 for the summer bowout 
of its three night-time shows on 
€BS, namely ‘Big Town’ with Ed- 
ward G. Robinson,, ‘Rinso Party’ 
with Dick Powell, Parkyakarkas and 
Martha Raye and the Lux Theatre. 
The threesome will be off for eight 
weeks each, returning to the air the 
week of Sept, 18. 

Account could have, under its con- 
tract, stayed off CBS for 13 weeks 
and retained its present spots but it 
elected to put in an additional five 
weeks before folding the trio for the 


summer. All Lever Bros, daytime 
serials will continue through the 
summer. They are ‘Big Sister’, 


‘Aunt Jenny’s Real Life Stories’ and 
‘The Life and Love of Dr. Susan.’ J. 
Walter Thompson has the Lux 
Theatre and ‘Dr. Susan’, while the 
other shows are on Ruthraff & 
Ryan’s list. 





Roger White Suit Loses 
One Defendant; Dates To 
Tim-Irene Show in 1937 


Federal Judge Vincent L. Leibell 
in N. Y. Monday (22) dismissed the 
action of Roger White against 
Charles Dallas Read, as president of 
the Charles Dallas Read agency, 
Newark, but the action remains 
against Fred Norman, Tim Ryan, 
Irene. Noblette, the Bamberger 
Broadcasting System, Inc., and the 
Mutual Broadcasting System, Inc. 
American Shampoo was the spon- 
sor. 

Suit sought an injunction, account- 
ing and damages against Read, for 
having allegedly enticed Miss No- 
blette and Ryan to breach their 
contracts with the plaintiff. 

It claims plagiarism of the plain- 
tiff's radio skit ‘Fun in Swinetime,’ 
against the others, which b2gan a 
13-week broadcast series on Sun- 
days, Oct. 17, 1937, over WOR. The 
Same relief is sought against the 
other defendants. 








NBC transcription service is using 
John Gart and his new combination 
of electric organ, trumpet, Spanish 
guitar and clarinet on a series of 
program for the career Tobacco 
Co., of Camadal’ | - 





‘Some Rain Must Fall’ 





Lincoln, May 23. 

Bunched incidents, troublee 
some and otherwise, can’t occur 
again in the life of Harry John+ 
son, KFAB sportscaster, as hap- 
pened (17). 

Wife arrived home from hos- 
pital after an appendicitis opera- 
tion; youngster (Terry) came 
down with the measles; he was 
fined $10 and costs for speeding} 
and drew a 19-inning tie ball- 
game (Dodgers-Cubs) to air. 











STAYS WITH 
WELCH'S 


Chicago, May 23. 

Irene Rich has patched up her re- 
cent differences with Welch’s Grape 
Juice and has signed for another 52 
weeks to August, 1940, It’s her 
seventh consecutive year, Currently 
the Sunday evening 15-minute dra- 
matie show is originating in New 
York. Kastor agency here has ac- 
count, 

Miss Rich was openly piqued with 
sponsor some time ago. She charged 
petty interference with her outside 
activities and faulty showmanship on 
the radio program which assertedly 
was spending only $75 for the writ- 
ing end and giving her mediocre 
scripts. 

Under the new contract Miss Rich 
enjoys various promises and a raise. 


Bob Crosby to Camels; 
Expect Benny Goodman 
Will Replace Cantor 


Bob Crosby and his band fs slated 
to take over Benny Goodman's pres- 
ent Tuesday night spot on Columbia 
for Camel and indications are that 
Goodman will be asked to step into 
the cig account's Monday night per- 
iod when Eddie Cantor’s current con- 
tract expires June 27. R. J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Co. has until next Monday 
(29) to pass on renewing with Can- 
tor for next season. 

It is reported that Camel has ac- 
quired the rights to a novelty stunt, 
something along the idea of the 
‘Wheel of Chance’ or ‘Pot of Gold’, 
to incorporate into the Crosby stan- 
za. Horace Heidt is already set to 
stage one of these money giveaway 
stunts for Tums. 


OLIVER RUNCHEY AT 
KOL; PEDERSON QUITS 


Seattle, May 23. 
Oliver A. Runchey has replaced 
Elmer Pederson, resigned, as sales 
manager of KOL, Grant Merrill, 
the station’s continuity head, is going 
with the Strang & Prosser agency, 














while Reginald Miller, announcer, 
likewise turned in his quitting 
papers. 


Pederson has no future plans other 
than a vacation. 


Ben David Back to N. Y. 


Benjamin David, back from the 
Coast, is back in the indie radio 
agency field. Before handling the 








Lou Irwin radio department in Hol- 
lywood he was with the WOR Art- 
ists Bureau as new-talent developer. 
Originally David was a ouny 
theatrical agent. ' 


| be more than a few survivors. The 
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“NOMEN FORESEE 
EAD WASHING UP 


‘Information, Please’ Only 
Network Program of Type 
to Hold Level—Several 
Have Slipped Badly 








BACK TO ACTORS 








Ad agency impresarios are agreed 
that the quitz type of show has pretty | 
well run its course and that by the | 
end of the coming fall there won’t 


one program that is rated as easily 
good for another year is ‘Information 
Please’, a comparatively late starter, 
‘Information’ is the only quizzer that 
remains on the popularity upbeat. 
All the others have been taking 
sharp dives in listening percentages 
for the past several weeks. 

Program of this classification 
which has within a period of six 
weeks received the hardest rap in 
audience losses is ‘Professor Quiz’, 
considered as the big-time progeni- 
tor of them all. The other network 
quizzers with commercial affiliations 
that have been tumbling badly are 
‘Battle of the Sexes’, ‘Colgate’s Ask- 
It-Basket’ and ‘Spelling Bee.’ 
‘Battle’s’ rating is still high tone to | 
and the cost so low as to continue to 
make it attractive for continuance | 
by Cummer Products. 

Philip Morris recently pulled its | 
‘Guess Where?’ stanza off Mutual | 
after a three-week stand, while the | 
latter’s predecessor, ‘What’s My | 
Name?’ takes over the Bristol- -Myers | 
spot on NBC Wednesday night while | 
Fred Allen vacations. 








| their studio seats the business itself | 


Fulton Oursler Heads 


Some agency men figure that now | 
that audiences are beginning to get | 
away from the mike and back in} 


will be able to return to thinking in 
terms of professional entertainment 
and showmanship and developing 
program and personality patterns 
that cost more but because of their 
stability are the cheapest in the long 
run, That is, they are, until the next 
novelty comes along, 





‘Quicksilver Quiz’ Starts 


Chicago, May 23. 

Today (Tuesday) the stor agency 
slaps a new quiz show on the ether 
for a local test for the Tums prod- 
uct. Goes on WMAQ for a four- ' 
week local shot before spreading | 
out on a coast-to-coast spread over 
the NBC red trellis. Bobby Brown 
will work on the show with various 
name comics who will be brought on 
as guesters for the first four weeks, 
with guest who clicks best likely 
to get regular weekly sojourn on the 
show when it goes network. 

Labelled ‘Quicksilver Quiz,’ first 
shot will originate in Union Station 
here, running 6:15 to 6:30 p. m. 





| 





Lorenz Hart and Henry Pringle 
will be guests on this Friday night’s 
(26) ‘Author, Author’ show over 
WOR-Mutual. Occasion will be Co- 
lumbia University night on the se- 
ries, 





+++ 


business. Breakdowns follow! 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert ,...++ 
Benton & Bowles. .cciccsccrseees 
Lord & THOMAS, .cecscscccsvecsse 

Totais 


Per cent of increas€....cccocseces 
Dollar increase POUT E Pee 





the CBS total of $27,345,397. 





CBS’ Five Top Agencies Up 21%, 


CBS has computed the quarterly spendings, 1939 as against 1938, of the 
five advertising agencies whose Columbia billings are greatest. 
figures show an increase of 21% and constitute 42.6% 


J. Walter THOMPSON, ..cccrccscccccscese 
Young & Rubicam... ..cccccoscesscvsees 


These five leaders placed $10,464,251 on Coes! in 1938, or 38. 8% of 


AFRA Asserts Jurisdiction Over 
Writers in Cincinnati and Issue 


May Lead to Clash with RWG 





Radio Marches On 


Seattle, May 23. 

‘Tubby’ Quilliam is passing 
around a fan letter received at 
KIRO a kid wrote in childlike 
manner about his canary be- 
coming ill: 

‘I didn’t know what to do—I 
was getting desperate and 
thought I must do something. I 
cut one of Carter's little liver 
pills in two and carefully gave 
him % of it. In about 15 min- 
utes he flew down and began 
eating, first he had eaten all 
day. He’s alright now. This is 
the truth—not makeup.’ 











American Federation of Radio 
Artists and the Radio Writers Guild, 
which recently settled one jurisdic- 
tional squabble, are verging on a re- 
newal of hostilities along the same 
lines. Issue is again the represen- 
tation of ether scripters, but this 
time it involves the Cincinnati area. 
Previous scrap was over the writers 
in the Los Angeles territory. 

Matter at present is a minor one, 
but can have serious repercussions if 
the dispute is allowed to become 
general and involve the whole coun- 
try. As it showed signs of doing 
last time, the issue might ultimately 
drag in the parent organizations of 
both groups. Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, AFRA’s ruling 
body, covers all show biz perform- 

Authors League of America 





loo ; ica, 
DOLE DECIDES the RWG affiliate, represents nearly 
all established writers in all fields 


PHIL BAKER 
GOES ON 


Phil Baker will continue for Dole 
Pineapple through the summer, even 





though Milton Berle was auditioned | 


for the account last week. Baker 
obtained his 
(Tuesday), 
becoming effective July 19. 
through the summer, 

Dole stanza moves into the CBS} 


with the new termer 
Goes 


8-8:30 p.m. niche July 5, with a re- | 
Program is | 


| broadcast at midnight. 
now on Saturday nights. 





New Macfadden Show, 
Replacing ‘Mary and Bob’ 


‘True Story Time,’ 30-minute week- 
ly dramatic series which Macfadden 
Publications began last night (Tues- 
day) over NBC Blue (WJZ), replaces 
the former ‘Mary and Bob’ show for 
the same sponsor. Fulton Oursler, 
Macfadden editor-in-chief, is m.c. on 
the stanza, which is aimed to tie up 
a human story with current national 
| affairs. Kudner agency handling. 

Laurence Hammond, Ruth Lovaire 
and Doris Gilbert are scripting, and 
Alan Ward is directing. Ben Grauer 
is temporarily announcing, but Nel- 
son Case will take over after a few 
weeks. No permanent cast is set. 


PROF. QUIZ OFFERED 
ADMEN AT $6,000 


Professor Quiz program washes up 
for Noxema (Ruthrauff & Ryan) 
next month after a 39 weeks’ run on 
CBS. 

Program is being offered around 
to the agencies for $6,000 a week. 
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First Four First Four 
Months, ’38 Months, ’39 
essosee $936,614 $612,176 
404,646 640,391 
840,732 1,413,709 
seeses Seaeeen 1,332,678 
eeeeee 674,988 685,352 
ooeee + $3,842,691 $4,684,306 
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cer ere eee $841,615 
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extension yesterday | G,j1q 


except newspapers and it has a close 
friendship with the Newspaper Guild 
and the printers’ union. 

Spark that set off th: newest flare 
was the contract signed a couple of 
weeks ago between AFRA and 
WLW, local NBC station in Cincin- 
nati. That deal gives the perform- 
er outfit jurisdiction over writers 
as well as actors, singers, announcers 
anc sound effect men. RWG claims 
| the agreement which the two or- 
| ganizations reached after the Los 
| Angeles quarrel clearly gives the 
national jurisdiction over 
| writers. AFRA takes the stand that 
| the Los Angeles settlement was 
| purely a local one. 





Writers Displeased 


Question was considered at the 
RWG council meeting last Thurs- 
day (18), but no decision was 
reached. Scripters are believed to 
feel, however, that AFRA’s action in 
signing up the Cincy writers con- 
stitutes a clear breach of faith and 
virtually amounts to an outright in- 
vitation to a fight. In that connec- 
tion, it is noted that AFRA not only 
failed to consult the Guild before 


a decided reluctance to reveal the 
terms of the deal since the signing. 
Question is raised whether AFRA’s 
| charter from the Four A’s gives it 
, jurisdiction over writers, or whether 
even the Four A’s charter from the 
American Federation of Labor gives 
it such representation. In that con- 
nection, it may be observed that 
there are numerous cases of jurisdic- 
| tional overlapping within the Four 
A’s itself, to say nothing of the other 
AFL unions in show business. Both 
AFRA and the American Guild of 
Musical Artists are currently in- 
volved in more or less dormant dis- 
putes with the music union. In case 
of an open AFRA-RWG war, the 
musicians might be a decisive factor. 
And the musicians not only are 
friendly to the Authors League, but 
algo have no love for any of the 
Four A’s unions, AFRA included. 


LaRoche and Packard 
Must Be Examined 
In Wait 0’Keefe’s Suit 


The Appellate Division of the New 
York supreme court Friday (19) af- 
firmed a ruling of Supreme Court 
Justice Peter Schmuck, and ordered 
Chester La Roche, president of 
Young & Rubicam, Inc., and the 
Packard Motor Car Co., to appear 
for examination before trial in con- 
nection with a $48,750 action against 
them by Walter O'Keefe for breach 
of contract. 

O’Keefe says that he had a broad- 
casting contract calling for $4,000 
weekly, starting Jan. 4, 1938, and 
running to March 1. At this time 
he was to receive $3,750 weekly 
,}until May 31. He claims he was 














‘ 


signing the contract, but has shown. 


discharged on March 1. lp 
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Secret English Big Screen Telecast; 
Prize Fight to Theatres on Terms; 
BBC May Okay Commercialism 


a ee 


Washinzton, May 23. 
Veritable breakdown of aaminis- 
trative machinery of the FCC and 








London, May 23. 

Electrical and Musical Industries 
(affiliated with RCA in America) is 
holding secret television demonstra- 
tions of the English Derby. Actual- 
ity will come over the BBC and be 
expanded to a 15 foot screen. Event 
will take place at E.M.I. studios at 
Hayes, Middlesex. Among those in- 
vited are six prominent film exhibi- 
tors including John Maxwell, Jack 
Davis, Sidney Bernstien, Sam Eck- 
man. 

Meanwhile, Oscar Deutsch, who 
had at first failed to consummate a 
deal with BBC for theatre rights to 
the Derby television program, will 
have his Odeon circuit televise the 
Derby after all. He had refused to 
dicker on basis of $1,250 per theatre. 
He also has contracted for the rights 
to the Armstrong-Roderick fight on 
a basis of 40% of the gross (at the 
box office). 

Acceptance of the latter provision 
puts BBC in show business and, 
more than that, establishes the prin- 
ciple of commercializing television. 
BBC high command is now reported 
reconciled to the inevitability of 
some modified form of outside fi- 
nancial support because of the im- 
mense cost of telecasting. Advertis- 
ing may even be considered al- 
though undoubtedly it would be 
greatly circumscribed. 


Use Yank Threat 


As Purse-Opener 
For Television 


London May 16. 
Partisans of the view that the gov- 
ernment should invest in television 
plants have been making much capi- 
tal of the patriotic angle. They say 
that England now has the lead, but 
RCA in America may catch up dur- 
ing the World’s Fair. Returning 
Englishmen take a bearish attitude 
on the RCA threat, but this skeptical 

note is lost in the general clamor. 
Now it’s whispered that the Post 
Office will seek an appropriation of 
$500,000 to make television transmis- 
sions possible to the remote sectors 
of the United Kingdom, thereby 

making possible wider sale of sets. 


BABB GETS A f AT 


NBC Sends Out Story of His New 
Job with Brewers 

















NBC graciously sent out an an- 
nouncement last week of Vance Babb 
going with the United Brewers In- 
dustrial Foundation as director of 
publicity. Babb, who rated (among 
outsiders) as one of the most effici- 
ent and affable publicity managers 
that the network has had in years, 
was retired from the job several 
weeks ago as the result of an or- 
ganizational shift. 

When Frank Mason resumed as 
v.p. in charge of publicity he de- 
cided that Wayne L. Randall and 
Babb were both functioning as pub- 
licity managers. Randall had sen- 
iority, and rather than move down 
Babb stepped out. 


George Reid Dies 





George Reid, WMCA, N. Y., staff. 


actor on the station’s Five Star Final 
and other programs, was found dead 
in his apartment in New York, May 
19. He had suffered a heart attack. 
His body was discovered reclining 
in a chair. Death had occurred 
Thursday evening, according to the 
coroner. He was 41. 

He had been an announcer at 
NBC’s WOL, Washington, D. C., be- 
fore joining WMCA. Survived by 
his widow. 





David Berman, son of Max Ber- 
man, London theatrical costumer 
and art collector, on Hobby Lobby 
for Dave Elman tonight (Wed.). 
Berman is exhibiting replica of Eu- 
ropean crown jewels at Altman de- 
partment store concurrent with the 
N. Y. World's Fair. 


NBC (N. Y.) Television 


May 24 
(8:30-9:30 )—Hildegarde; Patri- 
cia Bowman; Mikhail Mordkin; 
Marion Bishop’s Marionettes; 
John Bouruff, Alan Bunce, Mary 
Callahan in ‘Likes and Dislikes’ 
by Edwin Burke. 
May 26 


(4 p.m.)—Intercollegiate Track 
meet from Randall’s Island. 

(8:30-9:30)—-Merry Macs with 
Helen Carroll; Louis the hair- 
dresser; Harris and Shaw. 


Olsen-Johnson Test Girls 
For Television But Dailies 
Don’t Respond Avidly 


Philadelphia, May 23. 


Olsen and Johnson came here last 
Friday (19) with a flock of gals to 
test them at the Philco laboratories 
for ‘television appeal’. Femmes were 
being cast for the new O. and J. 
opus, ‘The Streets of Paris’. Reason 
for the ether-picture test, it was said, 
is that this will be the first legit 
production to carry a clause in its 
contracts regarding disposition of 
visio rights. Gals must look okay 
through the receiver or they won't 
be accepted. So help me press 
agent! 

In the audition set-up arranged 
for the ‘Hellzapoppin’’ pair, femmes 
were in the next room from the 
receiver in which they were viewed. 
Their faces were sent out over the 
air, however, and could have been 
picked up by any one with a set in 
the Philly area. 

Stunt got only mild respouse for 
Philco in the Philly papers. 














Corpus Christi Installs 
Staff of 3 Musicians 


Corpus Christi, Tex., May 23. 
First staff musical unit for KRIS, 
Corpus Christi, Tex., is now heard on 
two daily 30-minute spots. Three- 
piece jam combo includes Jack 
Sharpe, organ; Hank Henry, clarinet 
and sax; and Ray Nelson, drums. 
Vocals also handled by latter two. 

Al Hall, new spieler on KRIS, 
Corpus Christi, Tex., succeeding Guy 
Corley, resigned. 


| great disappointment over results of 


| last fall’s steps to speed operations 


| has been highlighted by the failure to 

decide numerous long-hanging cases 
|and the log-jam of pending applica- 
tions. 

Due to the bottle-necks created by 
the new procedure, combined with 
the mass of committee work, the 
Commish has been trickling out final 
decisions at a progressively slower 
rate for several weeks. Latest check 
revealed 42 cases in whiclk ‘proposed 
findings’ have been issued and 73 
more in which the tent tive decision 
has still to be written. All of these 
have gone through the mill and are 
technically before the board, al- 
though only 11 cases a. the moment 
are in the hands of individual mem- 
bers for analysis. 





Contrast between American and 
British radio was stressed last week 
by Senator Lewis Schwellenbach of 
Washington in a talk on civil liber- 
ties via NBC. Referring to British 
Broadcasting Co.'s refusal to carry 
the peace talk of the Duke of 
Windsor, he observed ‘the world had 
a demonstration of the futility and 
almost foolishness of the suppression 
of speech by a democratic nation.’ 
Without mentioning names, solon ob- 
served that it is inconceivable a for- 
mer President would be denied an 
opportunity to address the American 
people. 





President Roosevelt’s growing ani- 
mosity toward the press and deep 
friendship for radio was reflected in 
his transcribed talk opening the gov- 
ernment series of ‘ ivcational’ pro- 
grams. While remarking that the 
United States has ‘the freest press’ 
ii the world, the Chief Executive 
commented that ‘in some communi- 
ties it is the unhappy fac: that only 
through the radio is it possible to 
overtake loudly proclaimed un- 
truths or exaggerated hrlf-truths.’ 


John Holman Feted 


Boston, May 23. 

John A. Holman of WBZ, Boston, 
and WBZA, Springfield, was partied 
here by his staff, May 19, to cele- 
brated his fifth year as general man- 
ager of the two stations. Graham 
McNamee and Phillips Carlin, with 
whom Holman once worked at 
WEAF, New York, saluted the guest 
of honor via electrical transcription. 

‘Holmania,’ a three-act musical 
satire by John McNamara, Bob 
White, Bob Evans, George Harder 
and Avnor Rakov, lyrically ribbed 
the chief at the gridiron dinner. Clay 
Morgan, assistant to Lenox R. Lohr, 
NBC prez, was an out-of-town 
guest. 











Try Out Magician 


as Television M. C. 





on Another 


Fashion Parade Otherwise a Busteroo—Other Notes 


NBC Revue 





By MIKE WEAR 


NBC used a magician-master of 
ceremonies last Wednesday (17) for 
its television hour. He was Robert 
Reinhart who turned in a deft per- 
formance. Historians of filmdom 
will recall that George Melies, a 
Parisian magician, was _ identified 
with the early French cinema back 
in 1899 and thereafter and made 
skillful use of the medium in cre- 
ating optical illusions, Reinhart, of 
course, has added a valuable ele- 
ment of speech. 

The experiment was interesting in 
a production sense primarily be- 
cause even so soon, it is clear that 
television has a problem of cohesion 
and continuity in its revues. A 
strong master of ceremonies who 
talks but does more than talk seems 
a good avenue of exploration. The 
sort of emcee who merely pops in 
front of the iconoscope and says 
‘now we'll see the Flying Ginsbergs 
stand on their heads’ is of slight 
value. An off-camera voice could 
do as well and as much for the én- 


Television programs continue’ ‘to 
show that television is here, but not 
television showmanship. Right now 
the absence of the latter has to be 
excused because the engineer hasn't 
completed his tasks. However, each 





program teaches—or should teach— 


tertainment and might indeed bé} 
' better. 


valuable showmanship lessons. For 
example the fashion parade from the 
Ritz-Carlton hotel was nothing to 
excite either eye or ear. The models 
and the society debs suffered and 
will be heart-broken to hear they 
looked like so many vague smudges. 
Nancy Turner, of WMCA, did a nice 
job of straight commentating. But 
add to the dubious list: mannequins. 

Hal Sherman’s comedy hoofing 
(he’s from ‘Hellzapoppin’) came 
through quite well. Only when the 
television cameras failed to swing in 
time to catch his swift dancing, did 
he suffer from the mechanical fac- 
tor. Sherman had critical television 
observers laughing out loud with his 
apache and tango terps numbers. 
Came back for an ad lib session with 
Robert Reinhart as he attempted to 
expose one of his magic tricks un- 
successfully. This was the high point 
of the revue. 

A skit of farcical and familiar pro- 
portions called ‘The Smart Thing’ 
failed to click because tempo was 
too slow. It is the yarn about the 
man who is about to elope with a 
businessman’s wife until he ands the 
tubby too willing to let his mate 
sitp out of his life. 

Martha Sleeper, Ned Weaver and 
Burford Hampden played it. 

The Smoothies, harmony trio from 
radio and nite clubs, offered their 
hot, eccentric type of vocalizing. 
Here the complete absence of ap- 
plause seemed a letdown. 








Telephone Hookup for Television 


———-—. 





RCA-NEC television officials were expressing themselves effusively 


over the weekend following the r 
day bicycle races over an ordina 


eported success of carrying the six- 
ry telephone wire. Test was made 


over a New York Telephone circuit from Madison Square Garden to 


the Empire State Bldg., a distance of one mile. 
developed for the purpose, was used. 


By presumably eliminating the 


Bell lab gadgetry, 


need for the prohibitive expensive 


coaxial cable, the possibility of television networks becomes more prac- 


tical, it is felt. 
Development served to emphas 


ize the collaboration of the giants, 


RCA-NBC-A. T. & T. in the future development and control of the 


new medium. 








Baseball Televizes Blurringly 





First Attempt to Rende 


r National Game Proves 


a Disappointment 


7% 





Juves to Ape Radio's 
Big-Time Commercials 
On Bob Emery Program 





Using unknown talent built up 
among youngsters over a period of 
years, Big Brother Bob Emery, of 
WOR, N.Y., has auditioned a pro- 
gram based on the idea of having 
children re-enact in toto the adult 
programs of various sponsors. Imita- 
tions should be a show-within-a- 
show in a continuing series called 
‘Station KIDS.’ Merchandising angle 
is to encourage children to ‘play 
radio.’ 

Tentative inquiry encourages be- 
lief advertisers would, in the main, 
not hesitate to grant permissfon to 
have their programs aped by young- 
sters. Cecil & Presbrey agency has 
the program under advisement at 
present. 

Meanwhile, under instructions 
from Jules Seebach, WOR program 
chief, Emery has entirely eliminated 
from his Sunday morning sustuining 
‘Rainbow House’ all amateurs above 
the age of 16. This was to conform 
with AFRA rules. About a dozen 
persons who had been with Emery 
for years were classified as adults 
and hence requiring AFRA member- 
ship and scale. Sid Zweig, who had 
been attracting some attention as a 
young character actor, was among 
those barred. 


COLUMBIA LECTURES 
SET FOR 1939-1940 


Columbia University’: New York 
course in radio has lined up its spe- 
cial lectures for next season. In- 
structor Erik Barnouw ‘ias _ tenta- 
tively dated them as follows and 
with representatives of all sorts of 
viewpoints provided: 


Oct. 11—Sales Through the Air, E. P. H. 
James, Advertising and sales Promotion 
Manager, NBC. 

Oct, 18—-The Story of WQXR, John V. L. 
Hogan, President, WQXR. 

Oct. 25—Producing a Radio Program, 
an Wing of Paul Wing’s Spelling Bee, 


Nov. 1—Sound Effect Demonstration, 
Walter R. Pierson, Director of Sound Ef- 
fects, CBS. 

Nov. 8—Audience Research, Frank Stan- 
oom Manager, Market Research Division, 








Nov. 15—Radio Acting Demonstration, 
Dwight Weist, Actor, March of Time staff. 

Novy. 22—Music in Radio Drama, Howard 
Barlow, Conductor, CBS, 

Nov. Review. 

Dec. 6—The Radio Critic, Robert J. 
Landry, Radio Editor, VARIETY.: 

Dec, 183—Network Editorial Policies, Janet 
MacRorie, Editor, Continuity Acceptance 
Department, NBC. 

Jan. 3—Radio in England, Felix Greene, 
American Representative, British Broad- 
casting Corp. 

Jan, 10—Television Programming, Gilbert 
one Director of Television Programs, 


Feb. 14—Radio Writing, Lewis H. Titter- 
ton, Manager, Script Division, NBC 

Feb, 21—Sustaining Programs, Julius F. 
Seebach, Jr., Director of Program Opera- 
tions, WOR. 

Feb. 28—The Short Sketch for Variety 
Hours, Arch Oboler. 

March 6—Poetry on the Air, Norman 
Corwin, of Words Without Music, CBS, 

March 13—Radio’s Town Meetings, George 
V. Denny, Jr., Moderator, America’s Town 
Meetings of the Air, 

March 20—Review. 

March 27—Experiments In Radio Drama, 
William N, Robson, Director, Columbia 
Workshop. 

April 3—Radio Programs for Children, 
Ireene Wicker, the Singing Lady, NBC. 

April 10—Crime on the Air—Stewart 
Sterling, Crime Fiction Writer; Eno Crime 
Clues, etc, 

April 17—Gag-Writing, Mort Lewis. 

April 24—Adult Education on the Air, 
Lyman Bryson, Chairman, Adult Education 
Board, CBS. 

May 1—Open. 

May 8—Facsimile Broadcasting, 


J. R. 
Poppele, Chief Engineer, WOR. 





Mrs, Allie V. Williams, program 
director of WMAZ, Macon, and Mrs. 
Marjorie Willis, general manager of 
WTOC, Savannah, in New York. 


Sa 


By BEN BODEC 


NBC televised its first baseball 
game for public consumption last 
Wednesday (17) and the event 
proved pretty much of a frost. It 
was an interesting but not exciting 
demonstration, Film house operators 
will presumably have to camphorize 
for another few years any ideas they 


may harbor about big-screen tele- 
vision of special events serving as a 
pulmotor to wheezy turnstiles. As 
far as the big outdoors is concerned, 
it looks as though television is still 
around that proverbial corner. 

A single stationary camera was as- 
signed to the task of following the 
play of the game between Columbia 
and Princetown’ universities on 
Baker Field. The broadcast ran 
over two hours and in that time not 
a single human feature was distin- 
guished. The players looked like so 
many bounding four-limbed insects. 
The ball never could be picked out 
in flight and if it weren’t for the 
running description of Announcer 


of the caught and hit baHs the spec- 
tacle would not have been far akin 
to a 42nd street flea circus. 

The results will most likely prove 
more acceptable after the NBC en- 
gineers have developed the pro- 
ficient use of several cameras on the 
scene and happen to get the breaks 
on lighting. The reflection caused 
by the sun hitting a row of white- 
stone apartment houses on the other 
side of the field from the mobile tele 
unit was no small contribution to 
the afternoon’s disappointment for 
the engineering staff. 

Preliminary to the lensing of the 
game there was a series of sight and 
sound interviews of the two teams’ 
coaches and captains. This item 
turned out te be a complete blur. 
Significant, however, was the crack 
pulled by one of the coaches when 
asked by Stern whether he wouldn't 
be proud to recall to his grandchil- 
dren that he witnessed the first tele- 
vising of a baseball game. ‘Yeah,’ 
retorted the coach, ‘by that time 
they'll be nobody watching the 
games from the sidelines.’ 

The camera was spotted behind 
the diamond between third base and 
home. 
the lens was trained upon the play- 
ing field but about all that could be 
caught by the eye was the pitcher 
going through the motions of wind- 
ing up and throwing the ball, the 
batter taking a swat and, if success- 
ful in connecting, flitting in the di- 
rection of first base. 


Kay Kyser’s Stop-Off 


Kansas City, May 23. 

Kay Kyser crew stopped off en- 
route to the West to air their weekly 
Lucky Strike hour from the Kansas 
City municipal auditorium, 2,700 
seats, largest from which program 
has ever broadcast. Although pro- 
gram was not devoted to Kansas 
City entirely, local angles and inter- 
ests were heavily sprinkled through- 
out. Paul Pendarvis, whose orches- 
tra was at the Muehlebach last week, 
put in an appearance to play his 
theme as one part of the quiz, and 
plenty of plugging was given the 
Coon-Sanders original Night Hawks 
and Joe Sanders’ present aggrega- 
tion. 

Following the broadcast troupe 
adjourned to the main arena of the 
auditorium to offer a 15-minute im- 
promptu concert. This was by way 
of accommodating the overflow 
crowd which could not cram into 
the Music Hall. Upwards of 10,000 
persons congregated for the two ses- 
sions, result of heavy plugging by 
the Star and WDAF, red nét orig- 
inator here. 











The blur disappeared after ~ 


Bill Stern and the sound pickups — 
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IN NEW YORK... 


Consolidated Edison won first prize (no second awarded) in program- 
judging of utilities radio efforts....in connection with A.F.A. convention 
utilities made very poor showing in general....Baroness Helene von 
Polenz first guest on Allie Loew Miles new series on WMCA....Johnny 
Johnstone of WOR may go to Europe to return on maiden voyage of Mau- 
retania....Daughter in from Chicago giving Ed East first peep at his 
grandchild....wife of Stuart Ludlum, McCann-Erickson, recuping from 
operation. 


J. T. W. Martin, of the BBDO agency, to Thetford, Vt., for two weeks. 
. John Call, legiter, in the cast of ‘Grand Central Station.’ ... Ed 
Gardiner back from Florida and Havana vacation, now ambitions to be a 
beachcomber. . . . Welbourn Kelley scripting ‘Magic Key’ and ‘Battle of 
Sexes’ shows, going to the Gulf Coast for a month. . . . Earle Stanley 
Gardner adapting his Perry Mason whodunit novels for radio serialization. 
. . . Kenneth Webb flying to Bermuda today (Wednesday) to set a short- 
wave Ripley guest interview with-a bozo who claims he was swallowed 
by a whale. Radio Writers Guild prez will remain there three weeks. . ... 
Parke Levy collabbing with Alan Lipscott on the Bernie program. .. . 
Philo Higley and Arthur Byron, Jr., co-authoring a backstage weekly 
serial for the latter’s father. ‘Cavalcade of America’ goes off the 
air next Monday (29). . Knox Reeves agency (of Minneapolis) has 
opened New York office. . . . Ruth Adams Knight leaves by motor next 
week to confer with Jean Hersholt for resumption of the Chesebrough 
Vaseline series in the fall. Also has a film scripting deal in the works. 
Will summer at her Redding Ridge (Conn.) farm, where she may author 
a follow-up to her ‘Women in Radio’ book. . . . Abbott and Costello re- 
newed on the Kate Smith show for 39 more weeks, beginning next Octo- 
ber; set by William Morris. . . . Marie Baumer to her Silvermine (Conn.) 
hideout for the summer. 

Greenwich Savings Bank has quit. WOR, New York, after 11 years. 
Annoyed by persistent second-besting due to baseball overlapping its 
supper time assignment. . . . WHN stayed on to the bitter end (8:40 p.m.) 
when the Cubs-Dodgers game went 19 innings last week. . . . Press agents 
thinking up the usual phoneys about television. Fredericka Millet’s 
spiel from World’s Fair will be called “Today in the World of Tomorrow.’ 
After nearly 20 years Nellie Revell no longer lives at the Somerset 


a 
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hotel. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Guy Robertson slated to guest on the ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’ show 
over Columbia for Teel on June 4....WGN put its new $250,000 transmitter 
and 750-foot tower in service last week....WGN also last week played to 
its 1,000,000th visitor at its studios which were opened in Sept., 1935, 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


G. Bennett Larson here to get the new Matty Malneck program started 
for Pall Mall....Chet Lauck (Lum) and Don Ameche bought four more 
bangtails. There’s now an even dozen oat-burners in their stable.... 
Murray Bolen, Jello producer, is bankrolling an old friend in the tailoring 
biz. Which accounts for the high sartorial standard he’s set for the Young 
& Rubicam gang, the dressiest radio office hereabouts....Bill Baker passes 
his weekends at Santa Barbara when Benton & Bowles biz brings him here 
from the east. Other agencies wonder what lures B & B boys to the 
swanky Coast town. Herschel Williams set the fad some years ago.... 
Bing Crosby will have Walter Damrosch on his show June 1. NBC music 


counsellor is here for the picture bow in Bing’s ‘Star Maker’ at Paramount 
....'Ham’ Riddell of KNX news bureau has a June wedding date with 





_Beatrice Razer...,.Bob.Brewster, Kraft Music Hall producer, also deserts 
.the bachelor ranks in the marry month. 


She’s Jane Witherspoon.... 
T. Wells and Karl Schullinger of N.Y. Lord & Thomas office, here with 
Kay Kyser....Carroll Carroll, Kraft scripter who gagged the chimes into 
Santa Fe dining cars and home sales, was rewarded with a chromium set, 
presented by NBC’s Don Gilman....Conrad Nagel will take his daughter 
for a motor tour of New England when he ends his summer stint on the 
Fibber McGee hiatus series....Meredith Willson got a huge cake for being 
a year older....Edgar Bergen and Don Wilson took that three-day horse- 
back ride with the Rancheros, an old California custom....Joe Bigelow, 
Bob Colwell and Lynn McManus made the trip back east with Vallee. 
Latter bought a home here and expects to settle in the near future.... 
Barbara Luddy resting here from her Chicago radio labors. She is a valley 
home owner....Van Fleming down from Frisco to pinch hit as NBC staff 
producer while Joe Thompson woos the muse in Jamaica on an unfinished 
novel. Got a 60-day leave....Lum and Abner call it a season June 30. 
They’ll be back after eight-week sabbatical....American Tobacco’s George 
Washington Hill had to have a test recording of reception from Catalina 
before he would let Kay Kyser broadcast from the island....Musical 
knowledge dispenser is doing a four-week dance stand out in the Pacific. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... . 


Beaumont & Hohman agency has moved into the offices formerly occu- 
pied by station KSFO on the 30th floor of the Russ Building....New radio 
department has been created by the Ryder & Ingram agency, Oakland, 
with Eddie Handley as chief. Handley was formerly Oakland rep for 
Hearst's KYA....Jack Gregson (ex-KUJ, Walla Walla) is the newest 
mikeman at KSFO....Producer Lee Strahorn of NBC’s ‘Woman’s Maga- 
zine of the Air’ drove off for a three-week vacash following the program’s 
1lth anniversary broadcast Monday (22). Wally Ruggles will pinch hit for 
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WAT EXPERIENCE 
5 GOOD EXAMPLE 


Charlotte Station on Air at 
5:30 A. M. for Farmers 
Who Work from ‘Can’t 
See to Can’t See’—Unique 
Contributions of Radio to 
Trade Problems of Rural- 
ites 


ODD ANGLES 


(mid-morning to farmers), speaks of 
the men and women of the farms as 
a race apart. They are 45% of the 
total population of America and they 
work from ‘can’t see to can’t see’. 
What they are interested in are 
problems that uniquely call for and 
appreciate scientific data and prac- 
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C.A.B. Surveys Farmers 
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The Cooperative Analysis of);morning and afternoon dramatic 
Broadcasting has just completed its | Serials can count on the wives in the 
third annual special survey of rural | *®"-8W@yY spots where bridge and 
; F _ : cinema and cocktails are largely un- 
listening habits which, as usual,| available as counter-distractions to 
presents provocative contrasts with | radio. 

C.A.B. percentages as established in C.A.B. found that of 89 evening 
the 33 cities and towns surveyed|programs only 14 of them were 
every fortnight through the year.|more popular in the green grass 
That farmers listen most and more|country than in the green light 
consistently in the daytime and city | communities. Reversely only in 11 
folks most and more consistently at| cases did the 67 daytime sponsored 
night is again clearly indicated. shows fail to equal or exceed in 

Latest survey (in full for the pri-| popularity among the rustics the 
vate perusal of C.A.B. subscribers | standings of the same entertainments 
it runs 30 pages) shows that the!in the urban zones. 


RURAL LISTENING DIFFERENTIALS 











|reports on the size of the national 
|erop, spring reports indicating how 
much of each commodity is being 
planted in various parts of the coun- | 
try—all these inform the farmer of 
the advisability or inadvisability of 
over-planting in various commodi- 





tical experience. They are the great- 
est followers of the ‘I know just the 
thing for that’ slogan of neighborli- 
ness. 

Coming on the air so early and 
with 50 kw., the WBT program has 
gotten some odd fan mail. Strangest 
perhaps was a note from a woman 
in the thickly urban Bronx of New 
York soliciting information on what 
to do about her wilting geraniums. 
For the most part, the information 
bureau (two persons besides Cole 
are solely employed by WBT to ser- 
vice this single program) concerns 
itself with ‘trade problems’. It is 
the public address system of ‘success 
stories’ par excellence. How to pickle 
onions, make lemon meringue, cure 
a sick plow-horse, whitewash a barn 
for less money and keep the boys 
from yearning for one of N. T. G.'s 
girls may all come within its scope. 
WBT is supposed to know every- 
thing. 

The United States Department of 
Agriculture provides WBT with a 
complete library of answers to al- 
most any question any farmer could 
ask. WBT is now cross-indexing 
this data and adding to it. Govern- 
ment’s only proviso is that the ma- 
terial, which goes back to 1884, can- 
not be used in connection with ad- 
vertising. 

That Universal Subject 

Surprisingly, letters arrived from 
farmers all over the country, when 
the show was first aired, so that now 
weather reports are given for New 
England, and each state on the At- 
lantic seaboard—and various mid- 
Western areas as well. 

Then there are livestock, poultry 





quoted 


him during his absence....Emcee Bennie Walker of the ‘Homestead Ama- ; 


teur Hour’ on KGO and five of his tyros are making personal appearances 
in San Jose, Berkeley, San Rafael and Fairfax, with Leon Livingston 
agency and Consolidated Radio Artists handling arrangements... .Vice- 
prexies Mefford R. Runyon and H. V. Akerberg of CBS ganderers at Frisco 
Fair. Also in town was Stephan Fuld of CBS station relations department, 
New York, on vacash....Visitors to the Standard Brands exhibit at expo 
given copies of poem penned by Minetta Ellen, the Mother Barbour of 
‘One Man’s Family,’ which Standard Brands bankrolls on behalf of Tender 
Leaf Tea....Chronicle sports columnist Gene Sullivan and aircaster Ira 
Blue share the mike in KPO’s new weekly ‘Salute to Sports’....Cameron 
Prud’homme busy memorizing his lines in the Bohemian Club’s annual 
Grove play. 


| reasonably low prices. 


and dairy reports of market condi- 
tions. It was found that many south- 
ern farmers were at the mercy of | 
shrewd traders who often mis-| 
current market values in 
order to.-buy farm products at un- 
Now farm- | 
ers in Florida learn every morning | 
the daily prices available for their | 


| citrus fruits, the Louisiana farmers | 





|learn how much their strawberries | 


should sefl for each day—vegetable, 
fruit, poultry reports are given as | 
one feature of the Alarm Clock. This | 
is made possible through direct wire 
service from stockyards available to | 
WBT. 

Cotton, tobacco and grain prices, 


ties. 

| One rural listener wrote that he 
had purchased a tract of land 
' measuring 720 feet x 200 feet, How 
many acres does that contain, he 
| wanted to know? Cole answered 
| the question, and also explained how 


Rural City 
Charlotte, N. C., May 23. C.A.B. Program & Sponsor C.A.B. 
Recently the radio networks have |g 4 Stekienal Mase. Penen ae a 
‘discovered’ the farm audience. The (Alka Seltzer) 
discovery was related to competitive! 192 Lowell Thomas (Sun Oil) 12.8 
tactics in selling big national adver-| 44,7 ‘Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost Persons’ 8.6 
tisers and arose because the rurals (Bi-so-Dol) 
had become the ‘nlusage’ of network 10.7 Lum and Abner 5.0 
circulation newly important’ to (Postum ) 
shrewd time buyers. But the rank oa ile 
and file of regional stations, notably 
those with 50,000 watts and hence a ( Composite Daytime Contrasts ) 
wide signal area, have long appre- ; ; : 
ciated and catered to the sodbusters. [ ie steric s I emt ae | 
Typical of: station activity in this pe —saege gg uns) 
regard is the service inaugurated at ” (C ale ; — 
WBT by Lincoln Dellar. Its typical ine Catia (2 G) 
both of what the smarter stations at- 13 ‘Women in White’ 48 
. . ’ . 
tempt and of the place radio plays l (Pillsbury) l 
in the lives of farmers. | ‘Little Orphan Annie’ 
‘Can’t See To Can’t See’ (Ovaltine) 
Grady Cole, who conducts WBT’s ‘Road of Life’ (P & G) 
‘Alarm Clock’, which goes on the air “Valiant Lady’ 
at 5:30 a. m. and runs until 7:15 lL (General Mills) J 











Wisconsin s WHA 
Asks War Chest 


For Expansion 


Madison, Wis., May 23. 








| acreage can be computed. Other 


Spokesman for WHA, the state- 


listeners ask how to cure certain gwned radio station, appeared before 
diseases of cattle and hogs, how to the education committees of the 
treat a cow whose milk clabbers, state legislature in joint hearing 
how to cure sick poultry, how to Thursday (11) to plead for additional 
— = ng i ae jn on. | funds to build up the station. They 
Suiaotion: oiamk Oi: elivel grvere- | ey a bill rid the assembly edu- 

-\ cation committee to appropriate 
ment publications, directs listeners | $9 896 to prosecute the pr pe- 
to procure the proper bulletin them- | tition for a clear channel—that of 
selves, and in each instance urges | WMAQ, Chicago—$106,500 for equip- 





| agent. 


| the listener to consult his local farm 


| ment, $79,000 for operation on July 


And because it has been)|1 1939 and an annual $126,000 for 


|revealed that many farmers do not) operation after July 1, 1940. No one 


| know their local agents, the Alarm 
| Clock has prepared a list of names 
and addresses of County Agents in 
each community, and announces the 
local agent’s names together with 
question answers. Rural agents have 
come to tune in to the broadcasts, 
and in many cases have promptly 
visited the farm where help was 
needed, and the problem was ef- 
| fectively taken in hand without de- 
| lay. 

|. Letters are often on the humorous 
| side. One lady complained that a 
| recent weekend guest had left an 
unwelcome colony of bedbugs. How 
to get rid of them? A gentleman. 
used to save white rats as a hobby 
but gave them all away some time 
ago. Now he wants to start again. 
| Where can he get white rats? Is it 
really true about the groundhog? 
Is it true that toads cause warts? 
|And so on. There is never a dull 
'day in WBT’s farm bureau. 

Then there is ihe 4-H Club move- 
ment. This rural organization of 
young people has been gaining in- 
creased membership throughout the 
country, and a five-minute period in 
the Alarm Clock is devoted to 4-H. 
Club news—news of how one mem- 
ber in Idaho raised a prize-winning 
hog—how a young lady in Alabama 
won a State Fair contest with her 
needlework. 

There’s a recipe exchange period 
Farm women send in recipes they 
have found particularly palatable, 





| and they are read on the programs: 


then other farm wives. write in to 


| headline stories, 
| the 


| opposed the measure. 

| The WMAQ wave length is as- 
signed to NBC and the state is ask- 
ing the FCC for a channel for the 
expressed purpose of reaching a 
larger audience, and for permission 
to broadcast at night. 


New WCKY Local Shows 
Cincinnati, May 23. 

Two musical and one news series 
bowed last week on WCKY. From 
6:30 to 7:30 a.m. a ‘Musical Clock’ 
stint, handled by Elmer Baughman, 
is dedicated to listeners celebrating 
wedding and birthday anniversaries. 

‘Request Review’ from 12:30 to 
1:30 p.m. daily except Sunday has 
Joe Graham chatting between plat- 
ters. 

At 5:35 p.m. daily Jay Harris and 
Be Dean, of the newsroom, discuss 
the day’s events and comment on 
with e.nphasis on 
situation. Tagged 
news.’ 


European 
‘Let’s look at 
report that they tried them and what 
the results were. 

Sometimes questions arrive which 
are not particularly within the lim- 
its of radio taste. A farmer once 


| reported how he cured his hog of 


kidney worms; this was not broad- 
cast for fear of offending some sensi- 
tive stomach during breakfast time, 
But on occasions when questions 
cannot well be read on the air, a 
personal letter is sent to the listener, 
with the information he séeks. 
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Radio-Advertised Trash Attacked In 


McCullagh’s Daily; Sedgwick Replies 





Toronto, May 23. 

Because of sweeping attacks on all 
radio stations carrying patent medi- 
advertising, George McCul- 
lagh’s ‘Globe & Mail,’ Canada’s 
largest morning daily, is again on the 
pan with Harry Sedgwick, presi- 
dent of the Canadian Association of 
Broadcasters and president of CFRB, 
Toronto. He resents the claim of 
George Corsan, ‘G. & M.’ columnist, 
that ‘millions of dollars are wasted 
on nostrums sold via the air.’ 

In a 1,500- word rebuke to Pub- 
lisher McCullagh, Sedgwick pointed 
out that all patent medicine for- 
mulae in Canada are okayed by the 
Federal Department of Pensions and 
National Health before the product 
can be marketed and that this is a 
guarantee of safety to ultimate users. 


As spokesman for CAB members, 
Sedgwick bitterly resented the col- 
umnist’s statement that ‘money spent 
on such trash (patent medicines) is 
so much waste and possible harm to 
loved ones; there is not a single ex- 
ception and the sooner you stop 
wasting your dollars on radio-adver- 
tised trash, the happier and healthier 
you will be.’ 

Pointing out that all radio stations 
operate under the regulations of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., Sedg- 
wick pointed out to Publisher Mc- 
Cullagh that all program announce- 
ment continuities are stamped by 
CBC at least two weeks in advance, 
and that no electrical transcription 
advertising an article marketed un- 
der the Proprietary or Patent Medi- 
cine Act or the Food and Drugs Act 
is placed on the turn-table unless 
this has ‘been in advance approved 


cine 
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National Health, 

Corsan had stated: ‘I warn the 
|public that the entire radio drug 
| advertising is a pack of lies; any- 
thing seems to go with the radio 


[Ni the Department of Pensions and 


| price for the time.’ 
| Avowed foe of broadcasting since 
| the famous ‘freedom-of-speech’ ban, 
| P“cCullagh defended his columnist 
|on the standard alibi that the col- 
jumnist was ‘expressing his own 
opinion and not necessarily that of 
| the Globe & Mail.’ 


AUSTRALIAN 


RADIO HAS 
SURPLUS 


Canberra, May 3. 

According to a report released by 
the Auditor-General, the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission, national 
radio operators, accumucated a sur- 
plus of $1,208,:40 over a span of six 
years. ABC cops a goodly portion 
of the $4 license fee imposed by the 
Federal government upon all owners 
of radio sets. No cut will be made 
whatsoever in license charges. 

Revenue last year was $2,568,328, 

of which license fees provided 
$2,399,888. 
Revenue from concerts sponsored 
by the ABC throughout the Com- 
monwealth was $151,836, whilst in- 
terest on certain investments 
amounted to $14,592. 

Expenditure amounted to $2,368,- 
240, leaving a surplus for the year 
of $200,088. 

Artists’ fees and program expenses 
were $1,717,356; copyright fees, $208,- 
096; staff salaries, $150,976, and rent 
of telephone lines was $55,908. 

Surplus will be used for the erec- 
tion of new studios throughout the 
Commonwealth. 








H. Darke is in charge of 2 KA, 
Katoomba, commercial in Blue 
Mountains. 














More FIRSTS FOR CLEVELAND 


S§ afety! Awarded na- 


tional honors forreduction 
of accidents during 1938.* 


Health! Recently 


honored as city with low- 
est death rate and most 
outstanding public health 
program. 
Generosity! Topped 
all other cities in 1939 Red 
Cross Roll Call with largest 
membership per thousand 
population. 


Test - Town! Voted 


the best “‘test city’’ of the 
nation by 207 advertising 
agency executives in Sales 
Management Survey. 


And, of Course in 


Cleveland your first choice 
logically is WGAR, the 
station which delivers 
CBS programs to Northern 
Ohio and on which local 
advertisers spend more 
money than any other 
local station! 


*(The C.1I.T. Foundation awarded WGAR 
first honors among all stations in the 
U.S. for safety education during 1938) 








BASIC STATION 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





EDWARD PETRY & COMPANY, INC. MATIONAL SALES REPRESENTATIVES 





; 10 | serial from Radio Normandy May 8, 
| people as long as they are paid their | 





| newed license with Performing Right 





| some of it to be spent in New York. 











London Calling 














First time former Canadian Prime Distillers, Former Licensees of CKGW, Want Legal. 


Minister R. B. Bennett faced the | 
television cameras was nearly the | 
last; a minute after he started speak- ' 
ing a studio lamp exploded near his | 


face and halted the program. 





Phillips Magnesia Beauty Creams 
began a quarter hour dramatized 


titled ‘Backstage Wife.’ 
done in the U.S.A. 
Time’ is another new booking on 
Normandy. Includes Tom Sheppard 
and his orchestra. 


Has been 
Phillips ‘Waltz 





BBC will pay out more than $1,- 
400,000 in music copyright fees by 
end of the year under its just re- 


Society. 





Fee to Jack Hulbert and Cicely 
Courtneidge is said to be the highest 
ever paid by a British sponsor to 
any double team of artists. They 
will appear in ‘Heinz half hour of 
Happiness,’ broadcast exclusively by 
Radio Luxembourg. 





E. A. F. Harding, BBC staff train- 
ing chief, going over to production 
in September, returning to features 
and drama department. 





Quaker Oats, booked by Lord & 
Thomas for 52 weeks for Quaker 
Wheat and Quaker Rice on Radio 
Normandy. Their Ful-O-Pep poultry 
food participates in Normandy’s 
Monday ‘Country Home Hout.’ 





Television broadcast of the Derby 
May 24 being ‘rehearsed’ day before 
when cameras already installed at 
the course will show viewers typical 
Epsom scenes—but no racing. 





Daily news bulletins in Spanish 
and Portuguese will shortly be sent 
on short waves by BBC for the 
peoples of Spain and Portugal. 





Alfred Pemberton, Ltd., contracted 
with IBC for a series of quarter hour 
concerts on Radio Normandy for 
Armour & Co. 





Dorothy Dickson doing her first 
straight role in radio as lead in 
‘Farewell to Juan’ by Eric Masch- 
witz, May 23. 





Caroll Levis signed to do a film 
for Grand National with his radio 
‘discoveries’ and will also act as 
talent scout for the unit. : 


WARNERS PATRIOTIC 
REELS AN AIR SHOW 


Radio adaptation of ‘Sons of Lib- 
erty,’ current Warner Bros. color 
short about Haym Solomon, Revo- 
lutionary War patriot, will be aired 
Sunday (28) on the ‘Five Star Final’ 
program over WMCA, New York. 


Cast, numbering 12, witnessed a 
special screening of the pic last Sun- 
day (21) to familiarize themselves 
with the story. 


Dallas Puffs Amon Carter 


Ft. Worth, May 23. 

Amon G. Carter, president of 
WBAP, and publisher of the Fort 
Worth Star Telegram, was the sub- 
ject of a two-page spread in the 
rotogravure section of the Dallas 
Morning News last week. The head- 
line read: ‘Fort Worth’s No. 1 Citi- 
zen—Dallas’ Great, Good Friend,’ 
and the following was said about 
Carter: ‘Because he punches Dallas 
like cowboys are wont to do to steers 
in a shipping chute, Amon Carter is 
worthy of honorary Dallas citizen- 
ship. -He is more than a goad to 
endless competitive endeavor; Amon 
Carter is also a symbol of the value 
of united civic leadership. Although 
the Dallasites who have seen him 
bring his own lunch rather than buy 
one here wouldn’t regularly catch 
onto the fact, Fort Worth’s Main 
Man likes Dallas and wishes it well. 
(Of course, not to the extent of de- 
tracting from the glory of the City 
Where The West Begins.) His le- 
gions of friends in Dallas and North 
Texas salute Amon Carter, ‘builder 
of a whole region.’ 

















Marcus Bartlett, WSB, Atlanta, 
musical director, has bee granted a 
Rosenwald Foundation fellowship 
enabling him to make a six month 
study of radio in education, with 


Condahens & Worts Suing CBC ¥ 





Accountability of Government Radio Established 
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Senora the Manager 





Mexico City, May 23. 

Owning and running radio sta- 
tions is a new biz for Mexican 
femmes. A quintette of wom- 
en, four married, one of them 
a widow, run five major radio 
stations in the Federal District, 
which includes this city. The 
women and the stations are: 

Mrs. Guillermina P. de del 
Conde, XEN; Mrs. R. Esparza de 
Velazzi, a widow, XEDE; Mrs. 
Carmen Gutierrez, XEAI; Mrs. 
Maria Remedios Delgado, XEBS, 
and Mrs. Maria Cardona de Ze- 
tina. 


TORONTO CBC 
PLANT GETS OK 


Toronto, May 23. 


As a sequel to an off-the-record 
confab between Prime Minister King 
of Canada and Premier Hepburn, of 
Ontario, Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. will have its $750,000 studio 
building erected here, construction 
to start immediately. Hitch had oc- 
curred when Premier Hepburn 
threw down the gauntlet and blunt- 
ly stated that the Ontario Govern- 
ment would not shoulder its share 
of the 50-50 building cost planned 
by the Federal Government as a 
means of reviving the construction 
industry and mitigating unemploy- 
ment. 

What occurred in the behind-the- 
scenes chat is evidenced in the pub- 
lic building allocation tabled in the 
House of Commons in which the 
$750,000 expenditure is. o.k.’d by 











both. 
Figure is irrespective of equip- 
ment. Cost of site was $58,000. 





In Austratia 











Sydney, May 8. 
Jan Rubini revamping his Sabbath 
show over Commonwealth network. 
Sponsored by Independent Oil, for 
12 weeks, 





Hollywood Dick, film chatterer 
sponsored by Kelloggs, has formed a 
club for air fans. Cost is 50c which 
includes a mor’ iy copy of mag 
called ‘Hush.’ 





Federal government has_ nixed 
suggestion to air sittings of parlia- 
ment from Canberra. 





Mary McGregor doing title role in 
‘Magnificent Obsession’ for Lux 
Radio Theatre with Niegel Lovell. 
She recently returned from Holly- 
wood. 





‘Mr. Walker Wants to Know’ is be- 
ing presented weekly over the Na- 
tional network. Idea originated from 
BBC, England. 


Toronto, May 23. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. faces 
its first major legal assault on its 
right to abandon without compensa- 
tion privately-owned facilities after 
it has set up its Own station in the 
| same locality. The challenge is in 
ithe form of a $250,000 damage suit 
brought by Gooderham & Wort 
distillers, in the local supreme court. 
G&W claims it will carry the case, 
if necessary, to the Privy Council, 
the Empire’s court of last resort, in 
London. 

With many private station opera- 
tors offering their moral support, the 
distilling company is determined to 
| find out just what is the actual legal 
| status of the CBC; whether it has the 
right to shrug off civil suits on the 
ground that it is ‘an emanation of 
the Crown’ and therefore cannot be 
sued. Basis of the suit is an old 
lease which the CBC made with 
G&W for CKGW, the first 5,000- 
watter to be built in Canada. 

G&W claims that the CBC arbi- 
trarily discarded this station, which 
later became CRCT, without paying 
for the unfulfilled portion of the 
lease or keeping the equipment up- 
to-date, as required by the covenant. 
G&W charges that not even a watch- 
man was placed over the closed 
station and that as a result of this 
neglect office furniture and fixtures 
were either made unfit for further 
use or stolen. 


In Canada 


Jacques Demers and Louis Be- 
langer, announcers, added to staff of 
station CKAC Belanger formerty 
on CKCV, Quebec. 

Erin Boden, producer for Radio 
Erin, now touring the United States 
to study American broadcasting and 
make records for broadcast in Ire- 
land, spending several weeks in San 
Francisco, where he recently mar- 
ried Marian Roder, former secretary 
to Art Linkletter. 














CFQC, Saskatoon, has Geo. H. Jor- 
dan now in charge of local sales 
with Murray Dyck, formerly on en. 
gineering staff, with him. Anne Mar- 
shall and Vic Rowe new to staff. 



































































Do you want more New York sales? 
Smart national advertisers use WHN 
to supplement their network pro- 
grams in the world’s richest market. 
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= New FCC Slap at Station Leases 





Reaffirms KSFO Case Principle—Licensee Can’t 
Duck Responsibility and Still Reap Benefits 


Washington, May 23. 


Long-term leasing of radio trans- 
mitters, with a contract provision 
providing for return of the station 
to the original owner at the termi- 
nation of the lease, was forcefully 
denounced by the commish last 
week, in a decision closely following 
that of the CBS-KSFO case, settled 
last October. 

Overturning the recommendation 
of a commission examiner, ended in 
Feb. 11, 1938, commish denied the 
plea of the Alabama Polytechnic 
Institute, University of Alabama and 
Alabama College for assignment of 
license to Voice of Alabama, Inc., 
for a period of 15 years at a monthly 
rental of $1,000. Property was to 
have reverted to the schools at the 
end of 15 years. 

Pointing to the adverse decision 
which kept Cclumbia from its de- 
sired outlet in San Francisco, com- 
mish reminded applicants that ‘for 
the reason that a lease agreement 
contained provisions similar to those 
recited above, the commission de- 
nied an application of Associated 
Broadcasters, Inc., to assign its li- 
cense to the Columb:: Broadcasting 
System of California.’ Tendency to 
rent out facilities with the idea of 
getting them back is increasing, FCC 
found. 

‘We do not consider it in the pub- 
lic interest to permit a practice to 
continue which has the effect of per- 
mitting existing broadcast licensees 
who disassociate themselves from 
the operation of their stations for a 
period of years to be in the same po- 
sition as those who continue to op- 
erate their stations,’ commish re- 
buked. ‘We believe that when an 
existing licensee divests himslf of 
his license by voluntary assignment, 
he should thereafter be in the same 
position as any other person who 
does not possess such a license.’ 


After explaining that it did om, 


mean to imply that a licensee who 
assigns his license with the approval 
of the commission is thereafter neg- 
ligible, commish added: 

‘We do think that it is not in the 
public interest to permit a licensee 
to use the fact that he has a license, 
and is, therefore, in a unique bar- 
gaining position, as a basis for re- 
quiring a commitment to reassign 
the license to him from his assignee.’ 





WFAA Seeks Facsimile 


Dallas, May 23. 


First such action to be taken by 
any station south of St. Louis, 
WFAA, Dallas News outlet here, last 
week filed request with FCC for per- 
mit to operate experimental facsim- 
ile station to transmit a newspaper 
by radio. Station also filed conting- 
ent contract to buy facsimile receiv- 
ing sets from RCA to be placed in 
downtown business houses and in 
scattered homes through city for ob- 
servation of reception. 

Station seeks a frequency of 25,- 
250 kilocycles. It now operates on 
31,600 kilocycles. Call letters of 


W5XD would be changed should re- 
quest get okay. 


mtlative 








| McConnell from Witmer’s 


To Hedges Department 
As NBC Spot Sales Mgr. 


James V. McConnell, assistant to 
Roy Witmer, NBC 





vice-prez_ in 





| charge of sales, shifts this week to | 


| the managed and operated stations 
| department under v.p. William S. 
| Hedges. 

With the title of National spot and 
Local Sales Manager, he’ll be charged 
with co-ordinating sales policies of 
NBC-owned stations, which have 
previously been more or less on their 
own. 





Baur Bros. Baking Co. has taken 
‘Magic Island,’ script show, for three 
quarter-hour periods weekly over 
WCAE, Pittsburgh. 


| Many Will Sympathize 





After a series of fruitless at- 
tempts to reach Tom Harrington, 
radio director of Young & Rubi- 
cam, Ken Dolan, talent agent 
and husband of Shirley Ross, 
sent a huge floral horseshoe to 
his quarry. Attached to the floral 
piece was a ribbon inscription 
reading: 

‘May he rest in peace. He 
died in a meeting.’ 











|  TEXACO OFF JUNE 28 





| Will Take Eight Week Hiatus from 
Columbia 





Texaco will go off the aix June 28, 
| returning eight weeks later to its 
Wednesday 9-10 p. m. niche on Co- 
lumbia. Account will act on its 
talent and directorial options for 
- xt seasun during the coming week. 

Indications are that the program 
will continue to emar te from Hol- 
ly wood. 








Dodge Bros. signed with KSFO, 
| San Francisco, for nightly one- 
| minute transcribed announcements, 
| through Ruthrauff & Ryan, New 
| York. 





Vallee Under Spencer; 
Bigelow-McManus Write, 
Colwell Back in N. Y. 








With the Rudy Vallee-Standard 
Brands show back in Ne York, H. 
| K. Spencer, of the J. Walter Thomp- 
'son staff, will become its producer 
while the writing will be done by 
|Lynn McManus and Joe Bigelow. 
Latter was brought on last week 
from Hollywood, where he had been 
working on the program. 

Robert Colwell, who returned this 
week from his Hollywood assign- 
ment on ‘The Circle’ (Kellogg) pro- 
gram, is again berthee in Thomp- 
son’s radio department. Prior to the 
shift west Colwell doubled from a 
copy chief to new business. 








City, Ia., visiting Manhattan. 


F. C. Eighmey, of KGLO, Mason | 


—= 


Chicago Chosen for 2nd Convention 
Of Radio Actors; Nominations Jn 





Second annual convention of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists will be held Aug. 24 in Chicago. 
Besides the regular business of the 
session, there will be an election of 
officers and 15 members of the na- 
tional board, to serve three years. 

Regular ticket picked last week by 
th. nominating committee, includes 
| Eddie Cantor, president; Lawrence 


Tibbett, Mark Smith, Margaret 
| Speaks, Carleton Kadell and Vir- 
ginia Payne, vice-president; Alex 
| McKee, recording secretary, and 


George Heller, treasurer. Nominees 
| for the board are Jack Benny, Jean 
| Hersholt and Kadell, from Los An- 
geles; Virginia Payne, Vincent Pel- 
letier and Samuel Thompson, from 
| Chicago, and Clayton Collier, Ted 
De Corsia, Eric Dressler, Wilfred 
Lytell, Jack McBryde, John McGov- 
ern, James Melton, Al Swenson and 
| James Van Dyke, from New York. 

Additional nominations may be 
' made by petition, 
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BUREAU OF MISSING BUSINESS |New Briefs Criticize Attitude 
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(This department is devoted to discussion of types of advertising which, for one reason or an- 
other, usually offer resistance to radio solicitation. Object of series is to stimulate thought and pro- | 


voke exchange of ideas. 


Persons within the radio trade are invited to express themselves, either on | 


specific articles by VARIETY or on related aspects or suggested themes within the same general frame.) | 





NO. 8—LUKEWARM LOVERS 


High on the list of missing busi- 
ness, but with unique angles, are | 
those publicity-eager organizations, 
associations and individuals who 
plot, scheme, connive and spend con- 


portant is safety on the motor high- 
ways. Hidden away is the ‘commer- 
cial’ that claims that concrete roads 
are best for safety. 


7 


Or in the realm of social propa- | 





picking it up and feeding their af- 
filiate stations programs of flicker | 
premieres. Station men feel that: 
this comes under the category of | 
commercials and they should be re- 
imbursed for the time. However, | 
they | 


do agree that such programs, | 
in sOme way, strengthen the bond | 





siderable money in contriving and | ganda. ‘American Family Robinson,’ | between radio and motion pictures, | 
distributing artful transcriptions. ;a clever 15-minute drama basically | especially since the flicker studios | 
They (the propagandists) are des- | tucked away in the dramatic con- on the Coast have indicated that | 


perately anxious to get on the radio. 
They have an acute and often highly- 
informed appreciation of the adver- 
tising and propaganda value of radio. 
All that is lacking is a willingness 
to go a little further and pay for the | 
time. 

Despite oft-resolved opposition to | 
the time-chiselers they continue to | 
flourish. They are familiar to all 
broadcasters. What stands forth in 
their efforts is the indisputable fact | 
that they do spend money to get on 
the air, even if not with the stations. 
They hire actors, sometimes music, 
occasionally high-priced pleaders for | 
their causes. And electrical tran- | 
scriptions don’t pop out of photo- | 
maton machines while you wait. 


have sold themselves on the value of 
radio. They are in love with the 
medium to start with. They ought 
to marry the girl and support her! 

Just in case anybody’s forgotten 
how the time-chiselers work let these 
notes refreshen the memory: 


A glass container organization 


sends radio station a perfectly good | 


15-minute household program. On 
its own there is nothing wrong with 
the show, and the association is will- 
ing to give it to the station for noth- 
ing. But in the copy on the pro- 
gram there creeps a couple of lines 
plugging glassware as the ideal kind 
of container for fruits, vegetables, 
etc. 


tinuity are slaps at union labor. But 
the American manufacturers associa- 
tion doesn’t want to pay to put this 
partisan view across. 

Several newspapers and magazines, 


advertising medium, are not averse 
to using radio, if the time is free. 
They do that by sending the station 
a 15-minute dramatization of a story 


‘they might submit the complaints | 
'of the exhibitors that the appear- 
| ance of the picture stars on the radio 


| sO generally opposed to radio as an | 


to be published in their forthcoming | 


issue, a fact which is clearly men- 
tioned in the 15-minute platter. 
Even RCA, the daddy of NBC, 
wants to advertise without paying 
for it. A supply of Red Seal classic 
records to be played on their stations 


All the station supplies 
is the time. 


(Confidential note—many stations 
which agreed 
taking the Red Seal 


|each week night from 10-10:30 p.m., | 
|is offered. 

In other words why not toy with | 
this thought: the propaganda boys | 


to arrangement are| copyright union. 


is reacting unfavorably on the the- 
atre boxoffices. And the stations 
agree that the presence of picture 
stars on radio programs is selling 
plenty of time to advertisers who 
might not otherwise be using the 
radio. 





NORTHWEST RESOLVES 


Not Favoring International 
right Union For America 





Copy- 





Seattle, May 23. 
Washington State Association of 
Broadcasters at a meeting last week 
| went on record as being opposed to 
America’s entry in the international 
It also passed a 


records and | resolution scoring the U. S. senate 


playing them, but neglect to use the bill which seeks to ban the advertis- 


| RCA Victor.) 
| Stations generally have no objec- 


| tion to organizations, individually or | 


| associations sending in items for use 
on their participating programs or 
| sustaining periods which permit the 
| use of ‘news items’ regarding these 
various groups and people. Their 
objection is to the organizations 


|commercial continuity supplied by jing of alcoholic beverages over the 


lair as unfair discrimination in favor 
| of periodicals and newspapers. 

Group nixed the proposal that the 
| association employ a lobbyist at the 
state capitol. ASCAP was briefly 
| but guardedly discussed, with most 
| of those present feeling that it would 
| be best to let the issue rest for the 
time being. Newly elected officers 


| which think they are putting some-| were Harry Spence, KXRO, Aber- 


| 


| to give ’em something for nothing,| Walla Walla, 


| thing over on the stations by offering | deen, prez; H. E. Studebaker, KUJ, 


v.p.; Elroy McCaw, 


|while in reality they are trying to| KELA, Chehalis-Centralia, secretary, 


| get the station to use a straight out- 


| and Robert Priebe, treasurer. 





Then there’s cement. Station gets 
a neat little program on safety and 
a rather nicely done period about the 
American road system and how im- 


and-out commercial program as a| 
sustainer, | Radio Normandy (France) spot- 
In some sectors there is even a ting an 11 o’clock Sunday nite tran- 





growing objection to the networks| scription from WMCA, New York. 
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Of FCC on Power; Assert 
Big Stations Nurse Progress 





Washington, May 23. 

Controversy over need for addi- 
tional wattage entered semi-final 
stage last week with the clear-chan- 
nel operators insisting again that 
more juice is the only feasible means 
of remedying service deficiencies and 
complaining the FCC rules-policy 
committee disregarded much uncon- 
troverted evidence in order to raise 
conjectural fears. 

With support from Capitol Hill, 
the advocates of removal of the 
present 50 kw lid demanded oral ar- 
gument on the bulky reports of the 
committee made up of Commis- 
sioners Norman S, Case, T. A. M. 
Craven, and George Henry Payne 
and presented numerous exceptions 
to the recommended new regulations. 
Principal attack was by Louis G. 
Caldwell, counsel for 14 independ- 
ently-owned clear-channel plants. 

Setting the stage for arguments, 
Caldwell submitted another imposing 
brief on the power matter, while 
Duke M. Patrick, counsel for WLW, 
Cincinnati, reinforced the _ clear- 
channelites with a document citing 
experience of the nation’s only 
super-power experiment, The locals 
and regionals generally applauded 
the report, the networks raised no 
serious issues, and NAB’s exceptions 
were confined to matters of general 
concern to all branches of the in- 
| dustry. 

Alleges Chain Bias 


Coincident with presentation of 
the exceptions and briefs, Rep. Mar- 
tin L. Sweeney, an Ohio Democrat, 
inserted a lengthy statement in the 
Congressional Record accusing the 
FCC committee of trying to ‘protect 
the networks and other radio mon- 
opolies’ by turning thumbs down on 
higher wattage. Defending the Cros- 
ley operations, Sweeney contended 
the report would deny ‘radio parity 
to rural listeners’ and scored the 
rules-policy trio as biased in favor 
of the chain. 














a tremendous amount of pressure to 
bear upon the Commission against 
the use of superpower that the Com- 
mission has been blinded to the need 
of this type of transmission and has 
decided against the weight of evi- 
dence to protect the monopoly now 
enjoyed by the National and Colum- 
bia broadcasting systems, condemn- 
ing the rural listener to a fate on 
a par with the peasants of commu- 
nistic Russia,’ Sweeney declared. 

On behalf of the industry in gen- 
eral, Philip G. Loucks, counsel for 
NAB, renewed objections to the 
idea of attempting to prescribe the 
financial resources of applicants, to 
make residence a requirement of 
eligibility for a local station permit, 
to the one-year license limit, and to 
prohibiting commercial use of ex- 
perimental facilities. Several other 
less important points were attacked. 

In the principal brief denouncing 
the report, Caldwell said the clear- 
channel crowd regretfully will ac- 
cept the reduction in the number of 
frequencies reserved for solo tenancy 
but opposed night duplication on any 
of the 25 ribbons which would be 
earmarked for Class I-A transmit- 
ters. The brief, backing up four exe 
ceptions to specific rules dealing with 
power limitations, was devoted to a 
searching examination of the tech- 
nical problem of providing more and 
better service, with the economic and 
social issues subordinated. 


BASKET AND BUSTERS 
THURSDAY, 8-9, CBS 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet is moving 
its Ask-It-Basket and Gang Busters 
programs into the Thursday, 8 to 9 
p.m., spot on CBS as soon as Kate 
Smith goes on her summer vacation. 

The two C-P programs are now on 
Wednesday, using a half hour each 
and in that order from 17:30 to 











‘The networks have brought such 8:30 p.m. 
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RADIO GUILD 
‘Neighbors, with Parker Fennelly, 
Arthur Allen, Effie Palmer, Kate 
McComb 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
Folksy drama by Merritt P. Allen 
uses the same characters he’s offered 
previously on the air. This time it 
concerned a backfence feud between 
a couple of old duffers about who's 
chickens were invading who’s vege- 
table garden and how their respec- 
tive fraus maneuver their nephew 
and foster-daughter’s marriage over 
the geezers’ opposition, 


As dialer bait the session was 


| 
|Plays his violin for the Jast time, | 
putting into the music something of | 


| 


|his own hopes and ideals. The big! 


| push starts at Verdun and he leads| 


his men into No Man’s Land and 
meets his fate. 

Music for the battle scen*s is out- 
standing and then fades into the soft 
| Strains of a single violin as the pro- 
{duction closes with the reading of 
| David’s last letter to his mother, 

The program fairly teems 


ran with | 
drama, patriotic fervor and pathos.|a 








FOLLOW-UP COMMENT 


Victor Moore and William Gaxton 
were by no means socko on the 
Walter O'’Keefe-Eihyl show Thurs- 
day (18) night. doing a Rube Goid- 
berg sketch wherein Moore was a 
Senator and Gaxton more or less of 
straight. It was a convenient 











| With hundreds of similar heroes to| booking as both hopped across West 


memorialize, it impresses as 
natural for big time production. 
| Cord. 





a} 45th 


| 
} 
' 
} 
| 


street from the _ Imperial’s 
‘Leave It to Me’ into the CBS Play- 
house, between intermissions of their 
stage musical, but it ended there. 


ae 


| ! 
| BILLY GLASON’S LAFF PARADE |‘HE RUNS ON SCYLLA’ 
With Shirley hall, Jimmy Blair, Al-| With George Graham, Ronald Liss, 


fred Hall, Lee Grant's orch. 


Effie Paimer, Sidney Smith, Paul 


Variety Stewart, George Gaul, Winfield 
30 Mins. Hoeny, Ian Martin, John Brewster, 
Sustaining Peggy Allenby, Flerence Freeman 


Friday, 10 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 


60 Mins. 


| Sustaining 


Opening exclamation on this sus- | Thursday, 9 p.m. 


tainer was ‘Billy Glasgn’s Laff von 
rade is in your hair,’ but from there 
on the program held little to keep 
in the listeners’ ears. It’s a straight | 
variety show of entirely too familiar | 
pattern, depending too much on 


corny comedy and prop laughter to 








blue 


| WIJZ-NBC, New York 


summer series over NBC 
(WJZ) Thursday nights is 
aimed at humanizing the classics by 
giving modern slangy dramatizations 
of library standbys. Raymond Scud- 
der is scripting with Lester O’Keefe 


New 
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: . “ Ritter Al y | alization of m Now C 1é . , ; uns on Scylila,’ a fez asy describe 
the Screen Guild show concurrent! ) “) to be judzed strictly on its mike|, Glason’s opening promise of ‘joy, Runs on Scyilg, & Tantasy Cescrine 
‘ over CBS, but it was an unusually | 9 "oma Ms eae - vat, AA Pree laughter, luck, ete.’ is an almost im- |! the intro as a ‘modern and apo- 
. fective bit of writ f ne | 30 Mins values, and these were deficient. | a 
of real-f ae iieama. ” Baad the tyve | sustaining |Same went for Moore’s ‘Topeka’ | POSS!bie builaup for any comic to|cryphal version of an ancient 
little characterization neat olniiien | Friday, 2 p.m. | song, which at best is a homely lyric | ea ate aan & waty ratian sac |legend.’ It was scripted in a com- 
— gat a < - oO" | WIZ-NRC. New Y scere 1anced ‘con nneiaies | Shot; his material hardly rating such),._). ‘ ee nace MERE 
drawing and deft humor, If aati "Rameware beter t} th alten — coe 1 ll — rably by | a eulogy and his supporting casi bination of heroic verse, doggerel 
package is a fair sample of the series, | pa oer a tion “W =e & ‘. | th . eo ps Fon ; a N! hardly rating at all, and outright slang. Elaborate score : 
it should have a definite appeal for | @2@ the execution, Women in the;the muicropnonic abstract that too A couple of yea:s ago Glason tried | composed by Tom Bennett was 
; -,| Making of America’ lost st of its| missed f pie of yea-s ag t 
the adult rural listeners. Radio| “@*. a= ahem te eal alec k Tae ae tM wn ' a similar program on this same sta-| Played by a 32-piece orchestra con- 
Guild is a nominal setup for the| Merit. As presented the tee-off was Kostelanetz’s svelte symphopation tion. At that ti it was titled ‘Fun | ducted by Josef Honti. 
: : : a hodge podge of nothing in particu-| and Ke Th s ltr - : at time it was titlec = : 
series, Handled hy Lewis Titterton, | hammering hon ‘th “ | har 1 rca aan aay vocal | Fest,’ and ‘Laff Parade’ is only 30} Yarn dealt with the family of Dr. 
NBC script head. Harold McGee di- | oalivaes cee ye oe pig ator ome eae . poncigene O Keefe's minutes by another name. |and Mrs. Hercules Smith and re- 
rected. Acting was properly cracker | th ome het pe oh fel that’s ha | ioe = 18 oe and his poly- A couple of times in this initial | lated how, the doc was reading 
er areas: — | pened since this jountee wae tended B oa jee ea — c expert.!| shot Glason’s once acute stage com- | Homer to his young son Teddy, when 
can be traced to the feminine side — ne 4 Br rig tt erie a ee edy timing came through, but even| the lad went to sleep and dreamt 
‘LEST WE FORGET’ | Tis guaranteed irritet’ . . as n¢ nly a@ dialectic missou ut! these sparse moments were spoiled | how the Smiths found themselves on 
b § guaranteed irritation for mele —worse—unfunnv. I A 7 ae . . : : is] 1 j t} Mediterrané sur- 
: | 3 4 y ‘ . A. 9y highly forced studio laughter, an | am island in the Mealterraneéan, s 
Patriotic Drama | listeners. NBC produced in collab- — ear-grating prop. Shirley Hall, who | rounded by ancient Greeks and em- 
30 Mins.—Local |oration with the Federal Theatre ‘Tapestry Musical,’ with H. Leo-| ~)< ‘4a fairly well with a eane wae! broiled in the adventures of Homeric 
as : ; | r : ‘wee - of also did fairly well with a song, was | Droued in the aaventures of ym 
Monday, 8:30 p.m. | Radio Division, : | pold Sp talny and Mischa Mischakoff | ea, yable as a comedy fvil, but the} legend. Piece wound up with a sup- : 
WSAY, Rochester — | Telling, done in flashback stvle| comes Sundays at 4 p.m. over the | rest of the cast fell down. |ernatural implication about dreams. 
Taking a fresh idea, the Monroe| With a woman narrator, briefly de-| NBC blue as a very pleasant half Casti ; Jimmy Blair. bari « Both in concention and writing, ' 
- - te ltailed several fe: ploit 1 : ‘ ‘ P ens asting Jimmy air, baritone, as ; ! i 
County American Legion joined| auUeda several femme e€xpioltS and) hour interlude of semi-classical and $4 jac didn’ 1] either | ‘He Runs on Scylla’ was imaginative 
with the dr f WSAY covered collectively feminist activity | elacsic arate Th 1 an egomaniac didn’t sit well either e ns on Seyi as 
wi drama group of WS to Scone the t8th Gontury to tha oath classical excerpts, — he results aC-| with the program or the listeners. | and skilful, but it’s a question if the f 
Jaunch an outstanding patriotic pro- Sst instend ye steataetiaeonnail aac curately .bespeak program label. Or-|The noted fact that he’s what 2,-|show could have had general appeal. 
gram, a We Forget, from the sammie an peer everything whos bee 48 chestra is under the firm command | 990,000 women want is enough to|It was an involved tale, using the 
stage of ew's Rochester theatre. ae ae eee ovens Bok het of H. Leopold Spitalny, one of NBC's | make every male listener flip to an- | flashback dream technique, merging 
Slager Post Band, three times na- ‘nani Gan do snythine : i nie staff conductors. Mischa Mischakoff, other wavelength. Here again aj| ancient and modern characters and 
tional Legion champions, played| 35° Primanhantio dimenuad jan concert master of NBC s Symphony buildup proves too much. his sing- | combining several forms of Jan- 
patriotic numbers and furnished in- | in one wattion i seemed ag Rly ma Orchestra, soloed handsomely with ing impressing as only fair. Alfred | guage. Result was that the dramatic 
cidental music for the production and pore % , 7 -| Kreisler’s ‘La Gitana. Hall is th er. lline of the show was somewhat lost 
Sad roads women have made in business ail is the announcer. 
@ big crowd of legionaires was on - a = ; 1 S “ches -|in the diverse elements. As an Off- 4 
. Near the close there was a drama- rT) Lee Grants house orchestra pro-| in the 
hand, adding color and enthusiasm to | ;:"“,. yong AAR eg : - vides the music. Not distinctive but | season experiment, the program was 
th tization of a family of the depression; KQ{@ SMI S VLOUTTeS : ; ag 
gy ore ) ‘nai. | era with the husband agreeing it was brief. Scho. |an interesting attempt, but it was 
; _ The drama was a series of inci- swell idea for his wiht ts acquire ‘ °.W hardly likely to gain popular appeal. 
dents in the life of David Hochstein, work. which he couldn't get, while To WB Over Old Maid : In general, the playing was satis: 
internationally acclaimed violinist, he staved home and tended to the ‘SEARCH FOR TALENT’ factory, the direction was proficient 
who was killed in action in the| ¢inily's wants. It always was a 30 Mins.—Local and the musical score was notable, 
World War. Following sounding of| <ure-fire vaudeville skit Hollywood, May 23, | BRESLAW BROS. Hobe. 
taps, the opening scene showed him |" woman suffrage angle was con- : = . Saturday, 8 A.M. — Al 
@s a boy practicing the scales, with] tinyally hammered home in short} *#te Smith has deferred to War-| WGY, Schenectady , i} 
his mother holding him to his task dramatizations starting with the ac-| DeTs’ request not to radio dramatize (Leighton & Nelson) _ | other programs. Dick Gordon, a 
when he prefers to go out and play| counting of the method of govern-| ‘The Old Maid’ until six months Search for Talent, in second series | nom de radio long used by spieler on 
baseball. Then a scene with his! ment under which the Indian Five| after the release of its picture now for amateur or professional singers, | furniture chain's broadcasts is pres- 
teacher, who predicts a great future Nations lived. And going through] in production the winner to receive a contract | ent to ballyhoo bargains. George 
for him. In Vienna he is chosen to|to attainment of equal rights, Five Ps po ‘bed achetetet hd worth $60, has been polished con-| Roberts, nom de plume for another if 
compete for the state prize and|Nations were ruled by a mixed ongstress had scheduled it for | siderably since its inauguration.| chap once heard regularly on WGY i 
wins. He makes his debut, then wins | council. a forthcoming program. Rough edges sandpapered, some ac-| commercials, is emcee. iF 
acclaim in London and America. Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt. wife of celeration of pace achieved, and aj Roberts voice is clear but too flat . 
America enters the war and he|F.D.R.. made a short speech from| Vera Oldam has been added to the | Pretty fair warbler (Gary) added,| and inflexible. Okay ad libber, he . 
joins up with an army band. Later | Washington at the close. Her’s was scripting staff of the Trans-American through vote of listeners. For a lo-| puts the aspirants at ease with 1 
he transfers to the active fighting| in the nature of a pep talk, pointing B coon ie i al a4 + Gee S} {cal and within limitations set, it| homey questions before their try. i 
forces and becomes a second lieu-|out the necessity for retaining the | ~7C&0c@Sune & felevision Corp. She | should please moderately well. Ed|Gordon’s drum beating is heavy, but 
tenant. In a canteen behind the| pioneer spirit and the future’s possi- heretofore did her writing on the | Flynn does his Italian comedy char-| of kind that is supposed to pay in } 
lines on an evening of relaxation he bilities. Coast. acter, Gastouche, a part of Breslaw’s sales. Scripting is breezy, insidey. 
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client; placed 224,611 in 1937 for six clients; 
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increased to £397,393 in 1938 for six clients. : 
‘ 





RUTHRAUFF AND RYAN have almost doubled the 


dollar investment of their clients in Mutual network 


facilities each year since 1936. i 
{ 
HE agencies that now place the most advertising over : 
& Mutual all began by this cautious toe-testing method — 
.tried us out for one client before using our facilities for many. 
1 


P.S. yours is an agency which has never placed a pro- 
gram over Mutual — don’t you believe you owe it to your 
chients to hear the results behind these increases? Call Supe- 
rior 0100 in Chicago; PEnnsylvania 6-9600 in New York. 
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WEBS GET HINT OF NEW REGULATION AS 
FCC GRILLS SARNOFF IN MONOPLY EPILOG 





Sarnoff Deplores Censorship in Any Form— Even 
Dissents From Enforcement Officer Idea Behind 


N.A.B. Code 


- — — 


Washington, May 23. 
Vigorous arguments against gov-j| execs was topped off with an inten- 
ernment regulation of netwcrk op-! sive quiz that reflected mounting 
erations, together with ‘defense of | sentiment for chain regulation. 
his company’s policies and practices,} With Commissioner Fred Thomp- 
were offered by David Sarnoff in! on newely-seated successor to Judge 
epilog to the FCC chain-monopoly | O. Sykes, steering eh of the 
probe last week. Prolonged testi- | cross-examination, Sarnoff told the 
| probers repeatedly that he believes 
any government move tv p-omulgate 
program standards or to supervise 
the business practices or the opera- 
i tions of networks will be a grave 
i step in the direction of censorship 
}and will lead toward destruction of 
|} the American radio setup. 


| mony several months ago by NBC 











Leadeship 


A January, 1939, listener 
interest survey revealed 
that WW] led the other 
three network stations in 
Detroit by 


witness stand was consumed in dis- 
cussion of general policy matters, 
not specific aspects of NBC opera- 
tions. Deep apprehension about mo- 
nopolistic control was reflected by 
Commissioner Thompsen, while FCC 
General Counsel Willia: J. Demp- 
sey fired many questions indicating 
a conviction that the government 
must exercise far closer supervision 
in order to protect the public inter- 


eration of advertisers in est and insure proper service. | 

the Detroit market. | Warning not to put broadcasting 
| iu a regulatory straight-jacket was 
made by Sarnoff, who advised the 
airwave policemen that tomorrow’s 
policies cannot be based on today’s 
conditions. Prospects of radical 
changes in the organization and con- 
duct of the industry should cause the 
FCC to move slowly before under- 
taking more sweeping and rigid reg- 
ulation. The radio pioneer antici- 
pated development of webs that will 
render a variety of services—aural, 
visual, point-to-point, etc. — and 
pointed to the possibility that explo- 
ratior of other parts of the spectrum 
will afford room for thousands of ad- 
ditional transmitters and materially 
rore networks. He agreed, however, 
that demands for facilities and the 
number of uses are expanding, so 





Such leadership merits 
the most careful consid- 
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ernment supervision always will be 
required. 


Refers to N.A.B. Code; 


The RCA leader was adamant in 
arguing against Feder- program 
standards. Quality of service must 
be left up to the licensee, he insisted, 
with the listener and advertiser to- 


gether policing the industry. Volun- 
tary self-regulation is the only way 
of assuring freedom of speech and 
preservation of the principal of pri- 
vate initiative. The NAB code ought 
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“Music by the Masters” 


Just concluded— 
® ROOSEVELT HOTEL, NEW YORK 


Currently— 
® LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 


Week (May 26)— 
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Nearly half of Sarnoff’s day on the | 


that some kind and degree of gov- | 


Stresses Regional Aspect 





to be tried out, but should not be 
embodied in legisiation. 
In his protracted debate with 
Thompson and Dempsey, Sarnoff em- 
phasized the differences in radio 
tastes, from time to time and from 
area to area. Impossible to lay down 
t.aiform yardsticks, beyond t!.. most 
| general principles of conduct. 
audience will soon let offending op- 
erators know what it dislikes, while 
| sti economic forces are constantly 





stimulating station and network 
preprietors to provide better quality 
service. 

Maintaining that network control 
b- the government would be a deci- 
sive step toward censorship, Sarnoff 
disputed the contention that chain- 
affiliate contracts virtually transfer 
control over transmitter operations. 
As a matter of fact, the control of 
any station a. a particular moment 
lies in the hands of the individual 
facing the microphone, lie countered. 
If webs are to be licensed so the 
government has a weapon with 
which to punish them, why not ex- 
tend federal supervision to artists 
bureaus, advertising agencies, and 
ji dividual performers? 


Censors, However Sliced, 
Still the Same Old Loaf 


‘I submit with all sinc-rity and 
with all earnestness that the minute 
you get the government writing 
codes governing programs and say- 
ing who may go on the air or who 
may not go on the air, ‘t regard- 
less of the best intentions in the 
world, regardless of the desire of the 
Commissioners and Congress to avoid 
censorship by the government, that 
you will then destroy the present 
American system of broadcasting, 
that you will have censorship ga- 
lore, that you will have dictatorship 
of the means of communication, and 
that you will shake ’ e very founda- 
tions of our democarcy,’ Sarnoff de- 
clared. 

A voluntary code, such as the NAB 
is seeking to present, will benefit 
the industry financially, Sarnoff ad- 
mitted, but will be most advanta- 
geous to the public. Station opera- 
tors will appreciate that in the long 
run adherence to the principles is 
bound to pay dividends in the form 
of listener preference, prestige, and 
better business pulling power. 

Adherence to self-regulation prin- 
ciples ought to be wholly voluntary, 
in Sarnoff’s opinion. Dissenting 
from NAB talk about having an en- 
forcement officer to make members 
toe the line, he opposedeany punitive 
features and said that unly the con- 
science of the licensee should be 
used to insure respect. If operators 
knew the finger of shame would be 
pointed at those who infringe, ob- 
servance would be automatic. On 
the other hand, legislative attempts 
to achieve the same results would 
| be inflexible and the outcome would 
| be federal influencing of program 
| structure. 


Thompson Favors Appeal 


From Licensee’s Judgment 


Much discussion about freedom of 
| Speech occurred during this phase of 
_Sarnoff's examination. Thompson 
|Mmaintained the networks and sta- 
| tions deny complete freedom to the 
| public, arguing that there should be 
/an appeal from the judgment of li- 

censees in controversies about the 
right to use radio facilities. Indus- 
| try has been more generous than it 
| might be expected to be, Sarnoff re- 
| torted, in making facilities available. 
| He challenged the Commish to cite 
instances of prejudice, discrimina- 
tion, or censorship. 

Questioned sharply about NBC 

practices, particularly those which 
have provoked complaints from in- 
dependent stations, Sarnoff ‘insisted 
that exclusivity contracts are im- 
pevative to a stable industry, that 
competition is not curtailed by al- 
' lowing one company to maintain 
two loops, that the option system is 
| fair to the public and the affiliates, 
that networks must be permitted to 
own key outlets, and that short-term 
| agreements are impracticable. 

| Competition between webs is de- 
sirable, he agreed, and the record of 
_ the entire industry shows ‘very ac- 
tive and vigorous competition’ for 
both audience attention and adver- 
tisers’ dollars. Even if all four 
skeins were under common control, 
there still would be rivalry. 

Insisting that the Red and the 





| 











| Blue are truly competitive, Sarnoft 





The | 


noted economic advantages from sav- 
ings in departments serving both 
but said this does not prevent rival- 
ry. Between the two sales and pro- 
gram staffs, there is ‘eternal strife,’ 
he stated. Every reason exists for 
trying to put on the best programs 
at all times. 

Common control of more than one 
, chain benefits the public, the prob- 
,@rs were advised. More flexibility, 
| particularly when it comes to rend- 
ering public service. NBC would be 
unable to provide as many sustainers 
as it carries, if limited to only one 





group of outlets, he said. He point- | 
ed out that in other lines, corpora- | 
tions engage intra-mural competi- 





tion, with rivalry between different 
brands and trade-marks in the same } 
field. This situation exists in radio, 
he believes. 


Sees Strife Increased By 





a | J . . 
Short-term Affiliations 
In reply to squawks about 
agreements, Sarnoff feared confu- 
sion and strife if chain-affiliate 
pacts are limited to a year or so, ! 
Networks cannot compeie unless they 
have enough stations, and the con- 
stant bidding for outlets would 
inflict serious injury on the indus- 


long 


outlets wouldn't gain, for it requires | 
time to ‘mesh’ into the operation of | 
a network. There would be too} 
much fighting for outlets in some | 
spots, with the affiliates interested | 
primarily in getting the highest bid. | 
Sarnoff felt the majority of affiliates | 
now are in a strong bargaining posi- | 
tion, with the chains forced to as- | 
sume most of the risks. Unless they | 
are sure of the outlets, however, the | 
webs cannot assume heavy obliga- | 
tions covering a long period. | 
If the FCC outlaws exclusivity | 
clauses, it will ruin broadcasting, | 
Sarnoft warned. Networks spend | 
money building up outlets and need | 
protection; stations also need assur- 
ance they will be served with sus- 
tainers. The public would suffer if 
this practice is forbidden, because 
too much commercialization is prob- 
able. Bus'ness would be cone on a 
catch-as-catch-can yasis, with fewer | 
public service jobs and sustainers, 


It is impractical, according to Sar- 
noff, to try and work out an alterna- 
tive scheme under which the net- 
works have limited exclusive call un 
the affiliates and the affiliates have 
some time to peddle to anyone. The 
local plant takes on the character of 
the web, he observed, and the web 
now feels a sense of responsibility 
for the affiliate. He declared there 
is no doubt on the whole that net- 
work programs are superior. 

Convinced the profit motive stim- 
ulates highest type service, the RCA 
president did not favor any rule or 








contract clause that requires af- 
filiates to carry a particular number 
of sustainings. He observed that 


many sustainers are controversial, 
possibly in conflict with the policy 
of the local management. While the 
NBC-owned stations are required by 
headquarters to carry certain sus- 
tainers, he felt it would be unwise 
to use this method in dealing with 
the independents. The right of af- 
filiates to turn down sustaining pro- 
grams doesn’t nullify the effort of 
the chains to previde equal oppor- 
tunity for participants in controver- 
sies, he testified, because if the out- 
lets shirk their public service obli- 
gations the webs are not enthusiastic 
about keeping them in the combi- 
nation. 


In telling about his set-up, Sarnoff 
denied RCA is essentially a holding 
company, although admitting it 
functions mostly threugh subsidi- 
aries, but said operating policies of 
NBC are fixed chiefly by the man- 
agement, not by the parent. The 
only broad policy about which he 
testified was that of linking stations 











iD 
in areas where no profit can be exe 


pected, simply to make sure of Na- 
tional service. 


RCA Anxious te Unload 
Holdings in R-K-0 


Sarnoff disclosed that RCA js 
anxious to unload its stock in RKO, 
Questioned about other enterprises 
in which it has an interest, he toid 
the probers that the film holdin:s 
had been offered to Atlas Corp, 
which allowed its option to lapse, 
Ready to trade with anybody offer- 
ing a reasonable price. 


Few more details on the talent 
side of NBC operations were put 
into the record at the wind-up. 


Marks Levine, manager of the Artist 
Bureau concert division, denied 
there is any divvying of territory 
with Columbia’s Community Con- 
certs Corp., although Communiiy 
and NBC's Civic Concert Service 
give each other preferences in areas 
where they have been longest esiab- 
lished. Would be foolish for both to 
try to compete all along the linc. 
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NBC—THRICE WEEKLY 
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“Allen Prescott’s ‘Don’t 
Forget’ insures several wel- 
come chuckles.” 


Ben Gross, 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


“DON’T FORGET” 
ALLEN PRESCOTT 


Fridays, 8:30-9 P.M., WJZ 


NAN WYNN 


“TIME TO SHINE” 


Tuesdays 10 P.M., EDST 
CBS Network 














Mgt.: Columbia Artists, Inc. 
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San Francisco Expo Moves to Rectify 
Unsatisfactory Radio-Music Publicity 





San Francisco, May 23. loudspeakers and increasing their 

Urgent need of additional funds to number on the fairgrounds, At pres- 
finance radio activities at the Golden | ent the p.a. system covers only 15 
Gate International Exposition is a\| percent of the island. The speakers 
major problem for which a solution | are spotted too high above ground, 
is being sought by Clyde M. Van-| according to Vandeburg, who be- 
deburg, the fair’s promotion and} lieves he can get a 65 percent cover- 


publicity chief, who last week re- | age of the area occupied by build- | 


sumed charge of .the radio depart- ings and exhibits. 


ment, Arthur Rowe, who was ap-|} VYandeburg would like to have the 
pointed head of the radio division| expo cancel its contracts with the 


some two months ago, will devote | Goldman band, currently drawing in | 


his entire time hereafter to acting/the nabe of $8.000 week, * and 
as the expo’s contact with Musicians | Thaviu’s band, which is scheduled to 
Union Local No. 6. According to| play during the closing months of 
Vandeburg, too many brass hats and | th: fair, and use its money instead 
minor execs have been involved in} to engage jocal dance bands, orches- 
negotiations with the union. tras and other musical groups which 
Advance plans for some 30 radio! can be used for broadcasts. 
programs daily from Treasure Island | If the expo lives up to its present 
have never materialized, due to lack | contract with the musicians union to 
of money. About six broadcasts a} yse a given amoun: of local talent, 
day are being aired, but most Of/ yandeburg believes ti: union will 
these are staged by the stations re-| refax on certain restrictio whieh 
leasing them. Only money the radio! wij] make it easier for non-profes- 
division has had to date has been! sional musical groups to come to the 
for salaries. No personnel changes | jsland foi special days, and will also 
are contemplated by Vandeburg. | make it possible for exhibitors or 
Possibility of converting a number | non-exhibitors to bring to the fair 
of auditoriums on the island into] radio programs which have visual 
studios for special pick-ups is being | a; peal and entertainmen* and pub- 
considered by Vandeburg to provide , licity value. Such broadcasts, “he 
additional attractions for the tourist } feels, should. not cost sponsors any 
trade to which the fair is looking | more from the island than they do 
forward expectantly. He also hopes | elsewhere. 
to remedy the unsatisfactory instal- | ——__——_——__—____—_ 
Jation of visual windows in the radio | 


building, where annoying reflections | W 

discourage gawkers, especially on é S- Xpo 

sunny days. ° . 
Vandeburg is getting estimates on Fj - (] 


the cost of changing the locations of 
Coll bor tio 














Networks -have finally decided to 
make the N.Y. World’s Fair a regu- 
lar stand in their operations. NBC, 
CBS and Mutual have either estab- 
lished or are going to establish staff 
men permanently on the exposition’s 
grounds to correlate each web's pro- 
gram activities. Each netwerk has 
been assigned an office near the ra- 
dio department’s layout in the Fair’s 
promotion building. The new ar- 
rangement is expected to make for 







WJAR carries the most 


Spot and Network business ia 
Rhode Island. Experience 
proves it to be “The Key to 
the Market’. Just as WJAR is, 
80 are our othe: Stations 
"Keys" to 


WEED AND COMPANY 





NEW YORK © CHICAGO © DETROIT © saw Faawcisco | a Closer alliance between the Fair 


Radio Station Representatives 


and broadcasting and open up much 
more time for Fair ceremonies, 

Ernest LaPrade and Dan Russell 
will stay on the spot for NBC, while 
John Roche will fill a like task for 
Columbia. Mutual-WOR will have a 
staff man permanently on the scene 
within the coming week. 











Dick Ruppert, WKRC, Cincinnati, 
director of advertising and sales pro- 
motion, was elected “ist week to 
the Order cf the Curia, legal honor- 
ary society. 























P LENTY warm these days ... and its probably no 
fun taking inventory. But there is a source of satis- 
faction in knowing that your Summer Stock moves 
with rapid action when you advertise “The Italo- 
American Way!" 
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Howard Lane Elected 
To Succeed Brunton 


San Francisco, May 23. 

New director of the 15th District 
of the National Assn. of Broadcasters 
| will be Howard Lane, manager of 
ithe California Radio System and 
McClatchy stations’ business man- 
ager. He was elected at.a one-day 
Fegional meeting here last week. 
Assumes office after the NAB con- 
vention in Atlantic City in July, suc- 
ceeding Ralph Brunton, general 
| manager of KJBS and KQW, who 
| has held the post for four years. 
{| NAB 15th District comprises North- 
ern California, Reno, Nev., and 
} Honolulu. 





Layoff for Fidler 
Chicago, May 23. 

l Jimmy Fidler is scheduled to take 

| hts first vacation from his ether com- 

mentary job in more than three 

years. 

Kastor agency here and Procter & 
Gamble figuring on a rest of two or 
three weeks for Fidler some time in 
August. Likely that the spots will be 
filled by guests during Fidler’s ab- 
sence. 

John Bartrett has joinec the sales 
stat of WBNO, New Orleans. Was 
formerly with WSMB. 


Radio Special Eventsmen Saddened As 


State Dept. and Embassy Ignore Them 





Washington, May 22. 
Woes of Capital broadcasters in- 
| tensified last week as State Depart- 
j ment restrictions on the approaching 


[visit of King George and Queen 
; Elizabeth drew the strings a little 





teloser .nd threatened to close the! 


inc ustry in completely in web of red 
tape. 

Latest heartbreak to four local 
transmitters—NBC’s duo, WRC- 
WMAL, CBS transmitter, WJSV, 
and Mutual’s WOL—was the news 
that the usual parade activities will 
be out whe: Their Majesties roll 
down Pennsylvania avenue with one 
}0: the heaviest military escorts in 
| Washington's history. Original] plan 
| to dress up broadcasters and motion 
| picture crews in army uniforms and 
coma them to ride in two scout 
j 
| 


cars has been junked. 

Radio men wil: handle the actual 
arrival at the Union Station on a 
peek-and-run basis. Will be allowed 
to stick their heads in the doorway 


th. station and bolt to microphones 
set up outside. 
Special eventers are not likely to 
|get within gawking range of the 
} royal party when the parade ends 
, at the White House. Also very 
}doubtful that radio will be allowed 
near the saered precincts cf the 
{ British Embassy, or that either the 
King or the Queen will broadcast 
| from American soil 

All this makes Washington radio 
r2n very sad and breaks a constant- 
b’-improving reco-d fo: on-the-spot 
coverage for almost every important 
news-happening in the Capital. Ac- 
; customed to riding on artillery cais- 
|}sons and hiding under glass man- 
| hole covers—as in the last inaugura- 
| tion parade—broadcasters this time 
| will not break even with the press. 
| Some comfort, though, in the reali- 
| zation that nearly 400 Washington 
ccrrespondents will be up against it, 
| too—with only society editors, press 
| association women writers and a few 
| upper-crusters, admitted to the royal 


of the President’s reception room at! presence. 














Colambia Pacific Network. 


“BIG CITIES” 


“TOWNS” 







“RURAL” 


is in the Daytime Primary 


COLUMBIA 





100% ef the total Pacific Coast metro- 
politan (“Big City”) population 


is in the Daytime Primary Area of The 





RQ 4% of the total Pacific Coast 

« city population (outside metro- 
politan areas) is in Daytime Primary 
Area of The Columbia Pacific Network. 


§3 1% of the total Pacific Coast rural 
. population (farms and towns 
of less than 2500) is in Daytime Primary 
Area of The Columbia Pacific Network. 


92% of all Pacifie Coast population 


of this network! (And 98.7% at Night!) 
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Lnerwo 


A DIVISION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM + REPRESENTED BY RADIO SALES 


SELL 


THESE 3 


BUY THIS ONE 


“Going radio” 
blanket the front-and-back-country thor- 
oughly. When you “go Columbia” you know 


this one way permits you to 


your coast program is 
bracketed with the na- 
tion’s prime audience- 
builders—at one low cost. 











—_ 


ores 


— 


“ETE! 


~ 


ee ee 








— VARIETY 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 





Wednesday, May 24, se ineit 





802, N.Y. Rules One-Nighters in Area 


May Not Be Picked Up by Networks 





Picking up of bands on one-night 
dates in New York for remote net- 
work broadcasts is forbidden by a'! 
recent ruling of New York local 802 
of the American Federation of Mu- | 
New York band booking of- ag 


Included Out 








Hollywood, May 23. 
Song pluggers are up in arms 


sicians. ainst edict barring them from 











fices were apprised of the edict in Trocadero nitery, p.omulgated 
communications last week from Wil- | by Felix Young, who used to be 
liam Feinberg, sec. of 802. Local| one of them. 
will, however, entertain applications Previously Young slapped no 
for exception in some cases. |} entry on photogs. 

Ruling was made because there is a 
no tax on pickups of bands from 
one-night stands. They evidently had 
been on the increase, taking too 
much air time. For bands on lo- 


cation in N. Y. there is a tax of from 
$i to $3 for sustainers, depending on 
the rating of the station over which 
a band is aired. Rather than put a| 
tax ruling into effect for ennai 
ers it was decided to rule them out 
entirely. | 

Another angle that isn’t mentioned | 


IN COIN Dis 
STRIFE 


is that it discourages the selling of | 

bands to spots with promises of a| Se eatrinc s 

wire and the free air ads. Ruling | St. Louis, May 23. 

doesn’t apply to one-night pickups | ; ; 
4 ic ear bres xf vio- 

.from out of town, over which 802} Police fear an outbreak of vio 


lence between two rival organizations 
that are in the electric phonograph 
business here follewing the stench- 
ing of two shops of one group last 
week. (The murder of Arthur T. 
Schading, president of IBEW Local 
No. 1, last fail, was attributed to this 
rivalry.) Both of the establishments 
stenched, the National Amusement 
When the Benny Goodman orches-| Co. and the Automatic Phonograph 
tra returns to New York June 8/| Corp. are operated by officers of the 
it'll be a band that’s been consider- | Associated Phonograph Owners of 
ably made over with changes made| Missouri, employing service men 
in the past fortnight and earlier on} who are members of IBEW. The 
its road trip. Nick Fatool, formerly} rival organization has a working 
with Bobbie Hackett, has replaced | agreement with the Teamsters’ Union. 
Buddy Schutz on drums; George| Associated Phonograph Owners of 
Rose is in place of Ben Heller on} Missouri controls about 2,400 of the 
guitar; Toots Mondello is in Arthur | 2,800 electric phonographs in the St. 
Rollini’s sax spot. Artie Bernstein| Louis area. Beckman told cops he 
recently took Harry Goodman's place | attributed the stenching of his place 
on bass fiddle; Corky Cornelius, once | to ‘the same old story, the fight over 
with Les Brown, took Irving Good-| locations.’ 
man’s trumpet chair several weeks 
ago, and a recent outright addition | 
was Bruce Squires, trombone. 


has no jurisdiction. 


BENNY GOODMAN'S 
BAND MUCH CHANGED 














Cafe Songs’ Review 





SWING CLUB RALLY 


Hipp, N. Y., Will See Some Im- 
promptu All-Star Bunches 
National Swing Club’s band pews 
dig at the Hippodrome, N. Y., nex 
Monday (29) will feature a ae 
; composed of orchestra leaders noted | 


| for outstanding ability on certain in-} 





| Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to | AM. M. 


| 





Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week: from 
, Monday through Sunday (May 15-21). Total represents accumulated per. 
| formances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * do. 
notes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 


on 

















Martha Tilton dropped out before | 
the Palace, Cleveland, date last week | 


and went to the Coast, presumably 
for her health. Her place was taken 
by Louise Tobin, wife of Harry 
James, once Goodman’s lead trump- 
eter, but now leading a band of his 
own, 


Al Hoffman, Al Goodhart and 
Manny Kurtz won’t place the mu- 
sical score of their International 
Casino (N. Y.) show until after the 
show opens tomorrow (25). 

Trio wants all publishers to hear 
| their four new nitery tunes in action 
| before disposing of rights. 
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“MY LAST 


THE BIGGEST BLAZE SINCE THE CHICAGO FIRE 


GOODBYE” 





THE COUNTRY’S BEST BALLAD 


‘“‘A NEW MOON AND AN OLD SERENADE” 





THE BIGGEST EUROPEAN HIT SINCE “VALENCIA” 











JOHNNY MERCER AT HIS BEST 


‘SHOW YOUR LINEN, MISS RICHARDSON” 














TO BE RELEASED SHORTLY 


Irving Berlin’s Greatest Score of 6 Hits 


















From the 20th Century-Fox Film Production 
“SECOND FIDDLE” 












IRVING BERLIN, Inc 
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ROBBINS M 


JOE SANTLY, Prof. Mgr. 


, 799 Seventh Ave. N.Y. 
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GRAND 
TITLE. PUBLISHER. TOTAL. 
struments, led by Duke Ellington, | New ye _—s -. COs DOPONREG. 6 ok dé ks wc éacies aon eaee nt ; 64 
F cued = Pee “ame OO go er eee rTyeriecines 14 °arepeerere : 
| and another batonned by Paul) I Never Knew Heaven Could Speak. .*Rose of " 
| Whiteman made up of the men he | WSN DIINO, «6 vb bccu ad deo ce cadwteries Robbins 52 
selected on his all-star no outfit | Lady’s in Love with You‘ Some Like It Hot... Paramount . 47 
lin his Collier’s magazine ahead fa Don't Worry About Me? .Cotton Club Revue... Mills 45 
| Seen anemia tunis Most pg Pie t'm Building a Sailboat of Dreams -.- Shapiro 86 
| name leaders inclu ling T yn y an 1 bene, Fag nk Frmorgaped iso fer ag - 
| Jimmy Dorsey, Ji.amie Lunceford,| Strange Enchantment* Man About Town...... Famous ? 
Count Basie, Harry James, Woody} Our Love... ....+»+Chappell 1 
Herman, et al., will be in the first | ae s of Heaven" Fast Side of Heaven.... weg aL 
1amec h Ella Fitzzeral s vocal. | Little Skipper eee. |. ee 9 
oy eat payne = vill wig ou — | Sing a Song of Sunbeams*...East Side of Heaven.. Santly 23 
| bende : | Heaven Can Wait. .. Remick 25 
; , At a Little Hot Dov Stand eer ere Te . ere er 24 
Numerous other sem-name units | Se en ME Sg oo. 6 dbo Bevsesans Keuwea ee Gy Shapiro 23 
are scheduled for the thing, however,| Night Must Fall.... Pe cabatdndcasd tee << 21 
including vocal and string groups. That Sly Old Gentleman*...East Side of Heaven. Santly 21 
Merry Macs vocal quartet is to be | el iy Al Oe. SOCEM. 5 cv caesoSsebases Chappeil eakras 4 
given a trophy, and all the leaders | mp, ic wae. aie fs > 
ni ill aaa tent Scnaadlch ates ae SHU Zesra from My Inkwell. .. awests Witmark .... 20 
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sic in America.’ Ne eg nbs ck d 4 40 h60 an ee Re OO” ee eee 18 
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DOO999946444466446664666664 | Chestnut Tree... ccc ee cee ees Shapiro . 15 
° That Sentimental Sandi wich*. ..Man About Town. -Famous ....... 15 
f Band Bookings ; 4 8S ey preg eeent ge Miller ........ 15 
} | DeCp Purple... cccccccscccscccvccsescccsssvevens Robbins .......+++. 14 
9OO444046444646466646464646464664¢ | Boom ....... cee eeeee ices ersenss SeMEER,. 66-40040.4440% 14 
Little Sir Echo.......... ee Perel rere re sau, 
Larry Clinton, July 2, Hamid’s| Hang Heart on Hickory Limb’...East Side...... eee ea a 
Million Dollar Pier, A. C.; 3, Phil-| Happy About Whole Thing. . .*Naughty But Nice.Remick ............. 13 
mont, Country Club, Phila.; 4, Her- Whistling in the ey ee ere oS Are eee eee 13 
shey Park, Hershey, Pa Bie Wis 1 _— 3 Rug.. LikGiws coc aeaaen dagen Pret as os 7 
> 9 Yiagar r f § ir BWEM occ cee cr cccecvcsescccceces FOITL see eeess - 
Poy ae nigiiccdias ho erg By ce in Thing Eyes alee eka ete ceed aia Chappell canton ves ot 
Mal Hallet, June 30, July 1 and 3,| Penny Serenade...-...+--¢-...cscsesesesesesvesShapiro V2000000000 a 
Beach Club, Greenwich, Conn. Blue Evening........ 5 aie ais aia Tes ak os tea oo o BA 
Ted Lewis, June 23, one week,| Tain’t What You Do..............ccccccccccsecs if Perr rrr eee 
Eastwood Gardens, Detroit. What Goes Up.. .¢Cotton Club Revue........... i! Aer er errr ee Lt 
Russ Morgan, June 23, one week, | Masquerade Is a is me Nie SR ee CCPMWPEEEG 6scccases a 
Cedar Point, Ohio; opens Rice Cuckoo in the Clock............ccceeeeceece oo Berdin wee cccceeeevees 10 
Hotel, Houston, tomorrow (25). Asleep or Awake........... steseseeeeeeseeeeese prt) ery ee 7 -» 10 
Isham Jones, June 3, Castle Farm, 
Cincinnati; June 8, Evansville, Ind. MRS. AL DONAHUE -HURT | On the U heat 
Sins asmane kann Gains ta tothe Rg ele agen nnd Seg gl P 
a 2 oe a . =< ~*“ ian auto smash near elmont, L af 
Park, Bellefonte, Pa.; 13, Summit) jast Wednesday (17). She suffered a | nd 
Beach Park, Akron. oor .. {compound fracture of the right arm| Del Courtney orchestra goes into 
Henry Busse, May 29, Vanity Fair, | and bruises. She's the former Fred- the Bear Mountain inn, N. Y., M ay 
egy a Phng hg — oe ericka Gallatin, New York socialite beg wae cea Gets several week- 
White ‘Sulphur Springs, W. Va.; 3, Pa oan te a So eecaay at the | ' 
: : pee ainbow Room, N. Y. 
Fe yy  qiesemary Yola, has, joined th 
’ Fete, =e ” : ‘ ; | Walter Powell orchestra as vocalist 
23 one week, Eastwood Park, Det.; Andrea Sarte doing the musical | 5+ the Show Bar, Forest Hills, L. I 
30, one week, Westwood Gardens,|score for Paramount’s§ ‘Bulidog | 


Det. | Drummond’s Bride.’ 


Inside Stuff—Bands 


New twist in nitery presentations is to have guests bring their own 
entertainment. Though the current show at the Cocoanut Grove in the 
Park Central Hotel, N. Y., consists only of Larry Clinton’s orchestra and 
Enrico and Novello dance team, opening night (17) layout had three ad- 
ditional acts supplied by a sizeable private party. They were Sinclair’s 
Sextet, dancers; Shavo Sherman, comedian, and Billy Vine,.m.c. Latter 








Osborne orchestras, which preceded Clinton. 

This particular party had reservations at another spot but switched to 
the P. C. upon learning of Clinton’s scheduled opening. When informed 
that Enrico and Novello constituted the sole ‘floor show’ it went through 
with the reservations saying it would supply its own entertainment. Result 
was numerous plugs over the house p.a. for the party’s employers as it was 
one of those employee shindigs. 





A new style orchestra brochure has just been gotten out by Kay Hansen 
and Ned Williams for the Jimmy Dorsey band. It isn’t bound, being made 
up of 18 loose pages containing biographical text, pictures, etc. Looseleaf 
style makes it simple to insert new pages in the event of changes in per- 
sonnel, or any other adjustments. 

Being rather elaborate, it’s too expensive a proposition for Rockwell 
General Amusement, which handles Dorsey, to underwrite, though they 
ship it to buyers. Dorsey stands the tap himself. 

Sustaining air time will be full of Dorsey bands for the next month or so. 
Jimmy Dorsey went into Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., Saturday (20) 
while brother Tommy goes into the Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., tomorrow 
(25). Between them they'll have 13 sustainers weekly, Jimmy getting six 
NBC's and three Mutual's, and Tommy four split between CBS and Mutual. 





There’s a new novelty dance being encouraged at Bill Bardo’s Century 
Room in the Hotel Adolphus, Dallas. Labeled ‘The Fish Hop’ its wacky 
hoofing wrapped around ‘The Three Fishes.’ The Four Ann Sisters and 
four of the orchestra boys bowed in the number at a party in Galveston 
where they had to take several repeats. 





Entire Jimmy Lunceford band gets author credit on sheet music and 
label of the recording of the new tune ‘Well, Allright.’ Seems the whole 
outfit had a hand in the writing of music and lyrics for the tune. 





handled those chores at the spot during the stay of Curt Houck and Will | 








Horace Heidt, was renewed for 
another year by Brunswick Records, 





Jimmie Lunceford orchestra will 
get six NBC wires during his split 
12-day stand at the Hi-Ho Casino, 
Brooklyn, N. Y¥., opening Saturday 
(27). 





Woody Herman, Horace Heidt, and 
Paul Whiteman orchestras are all 


(Continued on page 35) 





—_—_—_ 


‘Blue Skies Are 
"Round the Corner’ 


Broadcast by 


JACK HARRIS 


From London, Saturday, May 20 








IRWIN DASH 
PUBLICATION 


Published in America by 


Crawford Music Co. 

















Song Suggestions 
JIMMY McHUGH’S 
“When My Sugar 








Add to the numerous gadgets gotten out for idolizers of band leaders 








small busts manufactured by a Detroit firm. Likenesses are made in| 
three sizes from 35c. to $1 in price. | 









alks Down the Street” 


Mills Music, Inc. 
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Sensational Hit From Billy Rose’s ‘““Aquacade” at the N. Y. World’s Fair 1939 


Words by BILLY ROSE « 
Se me 


FETTE Music by DANA: SUESSE 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending May 20, 1939) 





Three Little Fishies ...........0.. A eee eee -... Santly 
FS Ns iko-e 6466606660400 $466 680004608460 0060NEE 
And the Angels Sing............ wueebiess 6404480402 oe BVC 
*Wishing (‘Love Affair’)............ Pi 4. cee te aa ee eet Crawford 
Crs 2 Sen ick cddeed en vecceser fet nT Pe ere Chappell 
PD ica sks ohtics' at oR Ades 406 coe ata .. Shapiro 
Little Skipper .......<. Ra tad aah ace SO Se he ne Feist 
a Oe oe ie on alc b eons Berlin 
I’m Building a Sailboat of Dreams... . Shapiro 
I Ts nah OG ae a ak oh ROS 600 68k ex ulene Jewel 
ge Er Ary re, ee ee ree Robbins 
a a a ee ane ae Remick 
Se ey SED co.o0 cc dicd bc ccdeecdesarcdeceeve Witmark 
*East Side of Heaven (‘East Side of Heaven’).......... Santly 
+Don’t Worry About Me (Cotton Club Revue)......... Mills 


*Filmusical. 
+Production. 








Inside Stufl—Music 


Conference on Copyright Legislation, headed by James T. Shotwell, has 
asked Congress to postpone consideration of any measure intended to bind 





this country to the international copyright convention until the conference's | 


subcommittee has completed its draft of recommendations for changes in 
the U. S. copyright law, The indications are that the subcommittee’s job 
will be finished by June 1. 

Edith E. Ware, executive secretary of the Shotwell committee, declared 
last week that the draft that the subcommittee is working on does not con- 
tain a recommendation that a secondary copyright be granted to manufac- 
turers of phonograph records. The recommendation had apparently been 
dropped as a result of opposition from organized labor which got its cue 
from the American Federation of Musicians. 





It took Harry Link, general professicral manager of Leo Feist, Inc., eight 
years to get ‘The Tinkle Song.’ 
the tune he promised it to Link. Meanwhile Link went on a long trip from 
New York and when he got back he found that Woods had placed it with 
Witmark. About a month ago Jack Robbins was advised by Witmark that 
he had a song by Jimmy Van Heusen and Eddie DeLange which the latter 
firm was anxious to publish. It was then that Link suggested that a swap 
be effected, namely that Witmark turn over the script ef “The Tinkle Song’ 
to Feist and Feist, assign the DeLange number, ‘All I Remember Is You,’ to 
Witmark. After around 10 air plugs, Feist got orders for over 20,000 
copies of the Woods number. 





Herman Starr, president and operator of the Warner Bros. music com- 
bine, is due to be elected to the board of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers when the directorate holds its regular 
monthly meeting tomorrow (Thursday). Starr will replace E. H. Morris, 


In 1231 when Harry Woods was finishing | 


Involved Mechanical Rights Pay- 
ments to Composer’s Widow 


; Sam Fox Publishing Co. agreed to 
| settle the royalty claims of May Z. 
| Kaufman, widow of Mel B. Kauf- 
| man, just as the case came up for 
| trial before Judge Alfred C. Coxe 


in the N. Y. federal court last week. | 


The controversy revolved around 


Fox's contention that the mechani- | 
cal rights clause contained in con- | 


itracts made with Kaufman around 
| 1916 did not cover income from 
| film synchronization licenses 
there were no such rights 
lat the time. 

Mrs. Kaufman sued for $20,000, 
with the amount split equally be- 
tween two causes of action. The 
| first cause sought unpaid royalties 
| from the sale of sheet music and 
| orchestrations, while the other was 
based on the licensing of Kaufman’s 
tunes for syne purposes, with spe- 
cific mention made of the huge sum 
that Fox got from the settlement of 
the Electrical Research Products, 
| Inc., case some years ago. Since the 
| syne use did not come into existence 
until 1928, publishers have at times 
| argued that such right was not part 
| of the mechanical rights agreed upon 
| in old writers’ contracts, but there 
is yet to be an instance of this view- 
point taken to trial for an adjudica- 
tion. 

Most of Kaufman’s compositions 
were of the strictly instrumental 


since 
existed 


sort. They include ‘Stop It,’ ‘Meow,’ 
‘Taxi,’ ‘More Candy,’ ‘Listen’ to 
| This,’ ‘Introduce Me,’ ‘Up We Go,’ 


‘Plenty Sweet’ and ‘Play Time.’ 





PLUGGERS MAY 


ASK TUNES BE 
LISTED 





It is expected that the writer faction on the board will have decided by 


who resigned from the WB group several weeks ago. | 
this meeting on a director to take the place of the late Joe Young. 





Professional Music Men, Inc., is changing its by-laws 
tive board may have the authority to enter into an anti-bribery pact for 
its members with the publishers. 
to publisher members by the Music Publishers Protective Association for 


signatures last week. One of the copies will be kept by the PMMI, while 
the other, with the latter's 





Chester Conn, of Bregman, Vocco & Conn, brought home a winner last 
week. He drew a non-starter in the Irish Sweepstakes on the Grand 
National steeplechase which is run in England today (Wednesday). He 
gets gets approximately $1,800. 


Dismiss ‘Garden of Moon’ | © DIAMOND PROTESTS. 








so that its execu- | 


Copies of the agreement were sent out | 


signature, will be returned to the publisher. | 


Leaders in the Professional Music | 
|Men, Inc., are talking about trying 
| to prevail upon the NBC program | 
department to establish some sort of | 


system that would aid the contac- | 


| RE- CLASSIFY GREEN ROOM fy its publishing companies as far 


teers in knowing whether their 
tunes will be used on scheduled pro- 
grams. There are about 40 publish- 


formation and they feel 
would be reciprocal benefit if cor- 
rected lists of programed tunes were 
made available at a desk in the pro- 


cessible billboard. 

In that way the publishers’ men 
would be able to avoid close repe- 
tition of the same current tune on 





Publisher Faction of ASCAP Hears 
Song Suit vs. Warners | “wim criticrse Availability Rating 
Publisher faction on the board of 
directors of the American Society of 


Composers, Authors and Publishers 


spent a day last week listening to | 
Lou Diamond’s protest against the 
availability ratings allotted his Fa- | 
mous and Paramount Music Corps.’ | 
catalogs. There was no decision. 
Event was unusual in that Dia- 
mond was permitted to appeal di- 








Hollywood, May 23. 

Warners was granted its motion 
fo dismissal by the Federal court 
of the $60,000 suit filed by Louis 
Herscher and Robert Gilbert over 
alleged suppression of their song, 
‘Garden of the Moon.’ They charged 
their tune was sidetracked for WB’s 
ditty of similar title. 

Court gave plaintiffs 20 days to file 
an amended complaint. 











to the directors. The technicality | 
that made this possible was that he | 
was recently elected to the publish- 
ers appeals board on availability. 

Though elected over a year ago, 
the special committee having the 
task of revising the system of dis- 
tributing ASCAP royalties among 
publisher-members, met for the first 
time yesterday (Tuesday). 


It was agreed during this initial 


From the 


COTTON CLUB PARADE 
(Werld'’s Fair Edition) 


By Ted Keehier and Rube Bloom 


DON’T WORRY 
"BOUT ME 


WHAT GOES UP MUST 
COME DOWN 


GOT NO TIME 





cation concerned availability. values. 
That portion of the divvy is 30%. 
Committee voted to recommend to 
the ASCAP board that money be 
appropriated for 
special statistics dealing 
availability question. It was also 
suggested that Henry M. Spitzer, 
general manager of Chappell & Co., 
turn over to the committee the in- 
formation and formulas he gathered 


IF | WERE SURE 
OF YOU 


EVER SO QUIET 


A Very Funny Comedy Seng nix 
e signed to perform a similar task two 

WHAT ARE LITTLE GIRLS years ago. 
MADE OF? 


An Amusing Neveity by the committee that 20% of the 
30% allowed for availability be 
based on a mathematical formula, 
while the remaining 10% be subject 
to the discretionary ratings of a 


fication feel that there would be lit- 
tle inclination among publishers to 
| battle over the 10%. 








rect from the availability committee 


session of the special committee that | 
the major headache on royalty allo- | 


the gathering of | 
with the | 


while chairman of a committee as- | 


Proposal had already been made 


committee. Advocates of this modi- | 


network schedules, and thereby save | 


time and effort for both themselves 
and the clearance staff of the vro- 
gram department. With this can- 
cellation information at hand the 


_contacteer could then undertake to | 


spot the tune on a non-conficting 


| program. 





Thurston Knudson writing back- 


ground music for ‘Stanley and Liv- | 


ingstone’ at 20th-Fox. 





Anthony Collins 


Edith Cavell’ at RKO. 


ers who are interested in such in- | 
that it| 


gram department or posted on an ac- | 


scoring ‘Nurse; 


SETTLE MRS. KAUFMAN | Songwriters and Warner Dreyfus 


Reach Agreement on Basic Points 





The Hyde in ’Em 


Fred Waring met Guy Lom- 
bardo. 

‘As one music publisher to an- 
other,’ said he, ‘don’t some of 
these band leaders smell?’ 


Gordon-Revel Offered 
Partnership in Bregman 
Firm; Contract Expiring 








Hollywood, May 23. 

Mack Gordon and Harry Revel are 
negotiating with music publishers in 
east for a new deal to follow the 
Jack Robbins contract which is ex- 
piring shortly. Robbins is after re- 
newal, but. Rocco Vocco 
Bregman are offering the 
partnership in the 
Conn. firm. 

For signing their current deal, 
Robbins gave the songwriting team 
$10,000 bonus plus the $500 weekly 
charged against royalties. 


BUDDY ROGERS BLOWS 


teem a 
Bregman-Cocco 





| 
| 
| 
Los en 
Buddy Rogers is 


May 23. 
disbanding his 
orchestra and going to England to 
make a picture when he ends his en- 
gagement at Topsy’s this week. He 
sails May 31 with his wife (Mary 
Pickford) from New York. Billy 
MacDonald and his Highlanders fol- 
low into the Southgate nitery. 

Clyde Lucas band and Paul Drap- 
er’s dance act open at Cocoanut 
Grove June 12. Anson Weeks, cur- 
rently at Ambassador hotel night 
|spot, moves to State Line country 
| club at Lake Tahoe. 

Henry King is reopening the Vene- 
| tian Room at Hotel Fairmount in 
Frisco septate (Tues. ). 











+ 
| 


| Counsel for the Songwriters’ Pro- 


and Jack | 


| tective Association and for the War- 
}ner Bros. and Max Dreyfus music 
interests last week reached a tenta- 


| tive basis for a new uniform writer's 
contract. In attendance at this con- 
ference were Walter G. Douglas, 
chairman of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association: Edgar Leslie, 
of the SPA council; John Schulman, 
SPA lawyer, and A. M. Wattenberg, 
counsel for WB and Dreyfus. 


Four basic points that the two fac- 
tions agreed to, and which are to be 
incorporated in the standard con- 
tract are: 


1. In the event that television is 
not covered by the ASCAP mem- 
bership contract such rights are to 
be administered jointly by the pub- 
lishers and writers through a cen- 
tral licensing bureau. 

2. There are to be no further bulk 


! synchronization deals with film pro- 


| ducers, 


BAND; LUCAS AT GROVE’ 


excepting medleys, without 
the consent of the writer. 

3. The publishers and writers are 
to share 50-50 on all mechanical 
| rights. 

4. Writer is to receive a duplicate 
| statement whenever a license {fs is- 
sued by a publisher directly to a 
|user and not through the industry's 
|agency or trustee. The writer 
agg his rep will also have access 

o the original statement of use fur- 
{<4 { by the licensee. 


HARRY LINK TO 
METRO LOT 
FOR 3 MOS, 





Edison Cuts Dewn to a Trio When | 


Scale Added 

| Reclassification of the Green Room 
| of the Edison Hotel, New York, last 
| week by N. Y. Local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
| eliminated that spot as a name band 
|stand. It originally was marked as 
class B and was elevated to A rating, 
which added about $300 to the scale 
for that room. Rating is effective 
with the exit of Blue Barron’s or- 
chestra Friday (26). 

Gray Gordon, who exited the 
Green Room in favor of Barron late 
in April to go on a road trip, was 
| scheduled to go back into the spot 
| Saturday (27). Instead the hotel’s 
|owners will bring in Milton Herth’s 
‘trio, now at the Lincoln Hotel’s Tav- 
|ern. Four-piece stringed outfit, in 
with Gordon originally and now 
| with Barron, goes out also. 





Victer Sonn tuning 
| War’ at Paramount. 


Harry Link, general professional 
| manager of Leo Feist, Inc., left for 
| Holly wood Monday (22). He will try 
to create a new setup between Metro 


as film scores are concerned. Link's 
immedite concern is the scheduled 
production of ‘Zeigfeld Follies.’ 

While on the Metro lot Link will 
seek to emphasize in both writer and 
producer contacts the commercial 
point of view of the music publish- 
ing business. He expects to remain 
away from his New York office 
three months. 





BRIDGEPORT SPOT OPENS 
Bridgeport, May 23. 
Pleasure Beach, city-operated park, 
preems season next week-end with 
Tommy Reynolds’ band leading off 
Sunday night (28) name string. Wil- 





| 


| tractions, 
| booking. 


liam Burke again managing dance 
hall. WICC will remote Sunday at- 
Charles Shribman office 


Roton Point Park, South Norwalk, 


_Conn., unshuttered Sunday (21) with 


|Mal Hallett’s band. 


up ‘Range | 


Barry Wood, 
CBS baritone, now heading a dance 
combo, makes ballroom debut next 
Sunday at Roton Point. 
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Night Club Reviews 








ST. REGIS ROOF, N. Y. 


Mary Parker, Billy Daniels, Harold 
Richards, Starlets (Harriet Haddon, 
Norah Gale, Marie DeForest, Bernice 
Stewart, Barbara McLean, Lucille 
LaMarr), Joseph Rines & Jules Lande 
orchestras. 








This looks to be the St. Regis’ year | 
snooty | 


all the way. When the 
Iridium Room did a daring thing by 
installing an ice show last fall, it 
paid dividends from the start, to the 
degree it cut plenty into the other 
swank ‘hostelries in the Fifth and 
Park avenue belt. Now, even more 
‘theatrical’ for a hotel of this calibre 
is the produced-in-Hollywood re- 
vuette by LeRoy Prinz, Paramount 
studio dance stager, with a heavily 
Holly wood-flavored floor show titled 
‘The St. Regis Ruffles.’ 


It stars Mary Parker and Billy 
Daniels, who have hoofed in Par 
filmusicals, and the six girls are 
elaborately billed as ‘Paramount 
starlets,’ which, of course, they’re not 
—at least in the strict film sense. 
They’re very personable young ladies 
on the hoof, supporting the featured 
duo. Harold Richards, the other 
name, is the vocalist. 


Having successfully turned the 
trick with a movable ice rink in the 
Iridium, the Roof (nee the Viennese 
Roof, but now an abandoned title, 
in view of politics abroad, etc.) has 
installed a movable bandstand, which 
recedes to disclose a trap-door from 
































AGAIN 
America’s Charming 
Dancers 
DON AUDREY 
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40 Consecutive Weeks 
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Tripling With Their 
LE MAIRE RHUMBA 
BAND 
THE BUTTERY 
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Ambassador East | 















| Nealy, Louise Dunne, 





whence rises the LeRoy Prinz re- 
vuette. 

They open with a sambas routine, 
m.c.-singer Richards doing the vocal 
introductory. Miss Parker’s solo is 
a rose routine to Johann Strauss’ 
‘Fledermauss,’ and Daniels, in a 
soft-shoe specialty, is likewise clicko. 
A ‘Caprice Viennois’ rou*:ne with a 
doll bit then combines the duo into 
a neat waltz. 

Swingo finale is ‘Patty-Cake,’ a 
Fats Waller number, which Lecomes 
an audience routine, the girls mixing 
with the customers for the hand-to- 
hand, patty-cake business. Joe 
Rines’ smooth dance combo later 
features it as a straight terp routine, 
idea being to create something for 
the St. Regis Roof akin to its last 
summer’s ‘Lambeth Walk,’ which 
brought Rines and the hc el plenty 
of free newspaper ads. Jules Lande, 
alternately featured orchestra, is 
equally smooth and expert, notably 
featuring the strings, with the violin- 
ist-maestro at the helm. Lande 
doubles into the downstairs Iridium, 
which, for the first time, is remain- 
ing open through the summer in an- 
ticipation of World’s Fair crowds. 

Prinz’s revue is billed as having 
been produced at the Par Pictures 
studios, Hollywood, Kiviette de- 
signed the excellent costumes. In 
Miss Parker and Daniels the St. 
Regis has a youthful stellar pair. 
Gaston Lauryssen, 4 2neral manager, 
has made it an a la carte Roof this 
season, dispensing with the $3.50 
dinner table d’hote. Couvert after 
10 p.m. is $1.50. One of the nicest 
rooms in New York. Abel. 


Hotel Biltmore, Nz ¥. 


Happy Felton orch (13), with Ken 
Billy Gal- 
braith, Marty Snerd, Lorraine Barre, 
Mae Erickson. 








The Bowman Room (grill) of the 
Hotel Biltmore has a good alter ego 
for Horace Heidt’s aggregation in 
Happy Felton’s band. Like Heidt’s, 
it’s a veritable revue of almost 
everything. 

Better known as a rostrum enter- 
tainer, the rotund comedian-maestro 
is equally expert as a hotel m.c. and, 
what’s just as important, for the 
straight dansapation: . With ‘I Want 
to Be Happy’ as a fitting theme song 
for his name, Felton parades an ef- 
fective group of musician-entertain- 
ers, plus other specialists. Two 
lookers, Louise Dunne,-soprano, and 
Lorraine Barre, sophisticated song- 
stress, are featured. Billy Valbraith, 
a personality Irish tenor, quite 
young, clicks with his ballads. A 
hillbilly quartet, a vocal Ag | trio, 
a glee club ensemble, Marty Snerd, 
a comic specialist working with Fel- 
ton, and Mae Erickson, roly-poly 
comedienne, who’s in a'N. Y. World’s 
Fair ditty with Felton, are some of 
the specialty highlights. Ken Nealy is 
also in on the bye emy, 2 

But Felton is his st salesman, 
notably with a ‘color game,’ com- 
prising puns, an excellent audience 


number. There’s a small: prize to 
the winner of the cleverest P= on 
colors, and Felton sells it . :ll, never 
permitting it to become monotonous. 
He breaks it up first by introducing 
his own set of pet phrases, and then ! 
reels off audience contributions. | 

Among the earlier band specialties | 
is a band cavalcade number, Felton 
doing impressions of the sundry 
styles. 

Maestro is in until June 9, when 
Heidt returns to reopen the Biltmore 
Roof. Felton is understood coming 
back in the fall. Abel. 


SHOW BAR 


(FOREST HILLS, N. Y.) 








lainly evident that band is groping 
‘or a style and may come up wit 
something different. They’re a young; 
ambitious looking gang and out of 
all their experiments may come that 
something that will put them over. 
They’re not to be sold short. 

Out on the floor the show runs 
pretty much to vaude standards, 
Gray and Kathleen lead off with a 
hand balancing act; Earl, Fortune 
and Pope have a turn called “Caval- 
cade of Dance.’ One of the gals is a 
whiz at whirling. Hacker and Sidell 
do a knockabout dance turn in ball- 
room togs that’s okay for laughs. 
Tomlin takes a turn singing his own 
tunes and had to beg off. He plugs 
hardest his newest ditty, ‘Let’s Do 





Walter Powell’s orch (8), Marion 
Joyce, Bobbie Trotter, Dolores & 
Rossini, Eddie Miller, Fred Jagels. 


Herb Moss has redecorated his 
two rooms and is ballying the fact 
that they are located only 1,000 feet 
from the World's Fair in a bid for 
exposition patronage. Business was 
off about 30% for the first two weeks 
of Grover Whalen’s big show, but 
trade is slowly rebuilding and the 
boom is expected soon. 

Acts playing this spot for the first 
time are confused by the layout, 
which is similar to an L, with the 
stage situated at the point here the 
two lines join. Most turns gi - their 
attention to the room with 
largest crowd and let it go at that; 
the other customers get a side-view 
of the show. 

Present entertainment is _ built 
around Walter (Mousey) Powell and 
his band. With Tito, Walter former- 
ly was comedy mainstay of Frank 
and Milt Britton’s orchestra. Powell's 
assignment here is no sinecure.. He 
plays for dancing and the acts 
(which change every few weeks) 
and stages show of his own on the 
Slapstick side. 

Powell's band is popular with the 
dancers. The rhythms are solid and 
the sets are long enough for good 
workouts. His trumpeter and pianist 
are exceptional and the drummer is 
a holdover from Sleepy Hall’s band, 
which preceded. 

Powell’s specialties include a 
straight rendition of ‘Asleep in the 
Deep’ on his neon-lighted trombone, 
trombone imitations of an airplane 
and a train, a march played by bal- 
ancing the instrument on his lips 
and without the use of his hands, 
and various gags which include a 
seltzer-water dousing. Few bands- 
men work as hard or take such a 
shellacking for laughs. 

Dolores and Rossini (New Acts) 
open and close the show with their 
terping; which is interspersed with 
the iron-lunged- warbling of Marion 
Joyce, a brunet hip-waver, and the 
m.c.ing of Bobbie Trotter, a person- 
able femme who mixes jitterbug 
singing with her intros. 

Between sessions saxist™ Eddie 
Miller does a few songs from one of 
the. three small circular stages in 
back of the bar, accompanied by 
pianist Eddie Miller. 

Génial major domoing of Charlie 
Zerweck, formerly of the nearby 
Boulevard Tavern, has built up 
luncheon and special party trade. 
Judicious lighting of the dance area, 
with star-studded sky effect over- 
head and several lighted spots in 
the floor, lends an intimate at- 














Just Returned from 11 Months’ Tour 
of England and The Continent 


AUSTER SHAVER 


with 


OLIVE 0 GEOR 


Now in Third Week at 
ROXY THEATRE, New York 


Direction—IRVING TISHMAN 




















mosphere. Total capacity is 450 in 
the Show Bar and its side-kick Ber- 
; muda Room. Gilb. 


‘BILTMORE BOWL  L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 18. 
Pinky Tomlin, Gray & Kathleen, 
| Earl, Fortune & Pope, Hacker & Si- 
dell, Tomlin’s orch (12). 





Joe Faber has this downtown ren- 
| ‘dezvous arid it’s clicking again after 
'a long arid spell. Any number of 
things have a contributing share in 
the upturn, including Pinky Tomlin’s 
personal pull with the collegiates 
and younger set. They still haven't 
forgotten his ditty, ‘Object of My Af- 
fections’, and call for it every eve- 
ning. 

For a long time Faber fought for 
| No-cover, no-minimum and now that 
this is in effect he’s showing results. 
Room with space for 750 was more 
than half filled on night caught. Im- 
bibers also like that 35c tab for nine- 
year-old stuff. Also figuring import- 
antly in the estab’s upsurge is the 
fact that it’s the only first rate tav- 
ern in the downtown area, and that 
fair crowd from the north is begin- 
ning to barge in on the hotels. 

Tomlin is a distinct personality 
and tries hard to live up to his 
theme song, ‘I’m Just a Country Boy 
At Heart.’ He’s out front of the band 
in a brown business suit while the 
crew is tuxed. His conversation is 
strictly rural, showmanly affected 
and he grins all the while. He gets 
the mob in gay spirit by his antics 
and the command to floor hoppers to 
‘set down’ when the boys lay down 
their instruments for a_ breather. 
Only Pinky could get away with it. 

The Tomlin crew, broken in a few 
weeks ago in San Diego, has yet to 
strike off in individual fashion and 
clings pretty close to grooved orches- 
tration. They’re danceable in all tem- 
po’s, but are more at ease and tune- 
ful in the sweeter realm. Making up 
the group are three brass, four sax 
and four rhythm. Claude Kennedy 
leads from the piano while Pinky is 
at the mike. ocalists are Woody 
Wilson and Jenne Darrell, no better 
no worse than the general run. It is 





the | 


His oldies are what they go for. 

| Just off the Bowl is the Rendez- 
| vous, a matinee spot with seating for 
| 300. Here Maurice and a six-piece 
| crew holds forth. Biz here also is 
showing improvement. Helm. 


BAL TABARIN 


(SAN FRANCISCO) 








San Francisco, May 19. 
Merriel Abbott Dancers (8). Grace 
Drysdale, Bob Baxter, Gary Notting- 
ham’s orch with Roland Drayer. 


night club dance routines is the of- 
fering of the eight Merriel Abbott 
dancers who are filling their second 
Coast engagement at the Bal 
Tabarin (first was at the Cocoanut 
Grove, Los Angeles) and who head 
for South America following com- 
pletion of their run here. Youthful 
and attractive, the Abbott girls make 
two appearances during the two-a- 
night floor shows, opening with a 
fast routine which winds up with a 
bit of legerdemain in which their 
canes turn into red cloth squares. 
Smartly garbed in trimly tailored 
red and white costumes, the girls go 
through their paces with sparkling 
precision, grace and flexibility. Girls 
conclude the show with a fine dis- 
play of acrobatic agility, alternating 
their somersaults with dance steps. 
Part of this routine is executed with 
the girls standing on their heads, 
done so simply that it seems no ef- 
fort whatever. One of the Abbott 
dancers, Mari Lynn, does the only 
solo—a toe dance in ballet costume. 


Grace and Nikko, comedy dance 
duo which was formerly a head- 
liner of Clifford C. Fisher’s ‘Folies 
Bergere,’ were billed but did not 
appear due to an injury Nikko suf- 
fered recently during a perform- 
ance at the Bal. He is not expected 
to resume dancing for at least six 
weeks. 


The current floor show includes 
another novel act, Grace Drysdale 
and her dancing hands. Concealed 
inside a black box-like affair with 
an open top, Miss Drysdale pre- 
sented first a pair of puppets in a 
ballroom. dance. -A. Sonja Henje 
puppet in an _ ice-skating routine 
clicks. For her final number she 
demonstrates her technique in full 
view of the audience, using the ball- 
room dancing puppets again. She’s 
a looker, too 


Completing the floor show is Bob 
Baxter, baritone. His singing of 
‘Deep Purple’ was especially well 
received. 

Nottingham, whose musicians have 
been at the Bal for six months, leads 
the band personally for the floor 
show, but turns over the baton to 
Roland Drayer during the dancing 
while he plays trombone, Drayer, 
who doubles as saxophonist, is the 
band’s featured vocalist, possessing a 
smooth high tenor voice. As m.c. he 
is personable, poised. 

The Bal is one of the few local 
night spots currently doing good 
biz. All of them were hard hit last 
winter and during the first month 
of the Fair on Treasure Island, but 
for the past two months the Bal has 
been pulling ’em in. A large num- 
ber are tourists, attracted by the 
network broadcasts from the Bal for 
about seven years. 





Victor McLaglen bought a half- 
interest in Rendezvous cafe at San 


Clemente, Cal. in partnership with 
Phil Hulshizer, 





Something About It,’ which misses. | 


Distinctly different in the way of | 
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- COCOANUT GROVE 


(PARK CENTRAL HOTEL, N. Y¥.) 





Larry Clinton’s orch (16), 


Enri 
& Novello, Three Peppers. —— 





Except for a redecorating which 
brightens it up immeasurably, this 
room hasn’t been touched, though it 
was supposed to have been altered 
with a possible change in motif and 
an enlargement to a capacity of 
about 500 for Clinton’s and subse. 
quent name band bookings. Cur. 
rent plans for the spot call for en. 
largement and_ installation of a 
raised, sliding dance floor after this 
date. Band came in Wednesday (17) 
for no longer than six weeks. 


| Beside Clinton’s outfit, the only 
}entertainment on tap includes En. 
jrico and Novello, dance team which 
|has been held over a third time (it 
was here with Curt Houck’s and 
Will Osborne’s orchestras preceding 
Clinton), and the Three Peppers, 
who fill in from another room dur- 
ing Clinton’s 10-11 p.m. siesta. 
Though by now familiar to 
habitues of the Grove, Enrico and 
Novello is an act that never becomes 
tiresome. Smooth terps of the team 
in varied routines, and with excel- 








lent backgrounding from Clinton, 
demanded several encores when 
caught. However, their use of the 


tune ‘Tain’t What You Do’ in one 
speedy number doesn’t seem to fit 
|their style. Comprised of a piano, 
| guitar and bass fiddle, the Three 
Peppers neatly fill in for the band 
with rhythmic vocals and clever in- 
strumentation. 

Clinton’s 14 piece outfit (six brass 
evenly split, four  saxes, four 
rhythm) should be a pull for the 
Grove and once its gets ’em in is a 
cinch to satisfy ’em. Very little 
blare accompanies its well arranged 
stuff, even in the jitterbug manner 
of delivery which makes Clinton a 
heavy college fave. During the din- 
ner hour it’s kept to a lower pitch 
than later. For the most part it’s 
saxes to the fore, creating an excel- 
lent reason for terping. Numbers 
which do get off, however, are less 
earbending than might be expected, 
even with Clinton’s soloing in front 
on either trumpet, trombone, or 
clarinet. Mary Dugan (New Acts), 
replacement for Bea Wain who goes 


(Continued on page 36) 











One of America’s Finest 
Dance Teams 


ENRICA 


and 


NOVELLO 


Third Consecutive Holdover 


THANKS TO 

CURT HOUCK eral a 
and 

WILL OSBORNE May? 
and 

LARRY CLINTON sus. is 


COCOANUT GROVE 


Park Central Hotel 
New York 











ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Now in 5th Week at Palomar, 
Angeles, with Artie Shaw 
Doubling 
Paramount Thea, with ‘Union Pacific’ 
NOW IN 4TH WEEK 














HARRY RICHMAN Sez: 


‘LORD & STEWART. 


19, Albemarle Street, 
LONDON, W. 1. 
Are England’s Best Tailors.’ 














New York Sunday Mirror 


“Variety,” Jan. 4th, 1939: 


work.” 


WIERE B 








tomers laugh so much they Can't applaud any more.” 


by storm with their dance lunacies and crackpot unison 


Second Week 
STRAND, NEW YORK 


Direction, MARK LEDDY 


(May 21): “....’Til the cus- 


“The Wieres took the house 


ROTHERS 
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AFA Shortages Reported in Frisco, 
This Wk. on Whitehead 


+ 


LAsVerdict 


Ralph Whitehead, on the defensive 
himself in an investigation of the 
American Federation of Actors by 
the Associated Actors and Artists 
of America in New York, does not 
contemplate an immediate trip to 
the Coast to look into discrepancies 
in the Frisco and Los Angeles 
branches. A _ shortage of around 
$2,000 is reported to have been dis- 
covered. in the funds of the Frisco 
office, while more than $500 is also 
reported missing in L. A. 

Al T. Smith had headed the Frisco 
branch, while John Corcoran was 
tops in L. A. but Smith was removed 
after refusal to resign, while Cor- 
coran ‘resigned.’ Jack Kramer has 
taken over in Hollywood and Jack 
B. Mills has assumed charge of the 
Frisco office. The local American 
Federation of Labor branches in 
both cities are aiding in the investi- 
gations there by request from White- 
head. 

The Four A’s has been sifting 
charges against Whitehead and the 
administration of the AFA for the 
past several weeks. A decision is 
expected some time this week. 





Seek Records Return 
San Francisco, May 23. 
Restraining order preventing of- 
ficials of the American Federation of 
Actors from investigating records of 
the AFA office here having been 
dissolved last week, Jack Mills, na- 
tional organizer for AFA, has re- 
quested that Al T. Smith, former 


branch representative, return all 
records that Smith removed from 
the office. 


Auditors, at work for some time 
in checking the accounts of the lo- 
cal branch, are said to have discov- 
ered a shortage of nearly $2,000. 


BERLE-RICHMAN HEAD 
INT’L CASINO REOPENER 


After sevéral postponements, Alex 
Finn premieres his International Ca- 
sino on Broadway tomorrow night 
(Thursday) with a Georgie Hale re- 
vue topped by Milton Berle and 
Harry Richman. Show comprises 
Paul Remos, and Midgets, Georgie 
Tapps, the Jansleys, Arno and Arn- 
ette, Virginia Verrill, Ranny Weeks’ 
and Allen Roth orchestras, plus 
Diosa Costello’s tango band in the 
terrace cafe with Kay Parsons and 
Ancil Sweet pianologing there. 
‘Finn, who operates the Mayfair 
Club, Boston, unlike the predecessor 
management, is the one-man boss 
here, having brought in fresh Bos- 
ton capital. Joe Moss, one of the 
original partners with Lou Brecker 
and George Olsen, remains as gen- 
eral greeter and aide. 

Jac Lessman did an _ expensive 
facelift on the place, which already 
represents around $500,000 to its 
original founders. Clifford C. Fis- 
cher’s ‘Folies Bergeres’ was the last 
show, which closed shortly after 
Xmas. The nitery has been dark 
since. Fischer was in on a deal with 
the City Farmers Bank & Trust, 
which is heavily tied into the ven- 
ture. 

Watson Barratt has done the new 
show's scenery; Billi Livingston, the 
costumes; song, by Al Hoffman, Al 
Goodhart and Manny Kurtz. 


Pegsy Worth Files 
Voluntary Bankruptcy 


Pezgy Worth, at present a house- 
wife, but during 1933-35 in vaude- 
ville in Europe, filed a voluntary 
petition of bankruptcy in the New 
York federal court Wednesday (17) 
listing assets of $250 and liabilities 
of $9,356. 

Among creditors are Harold Bish- 
op of 270 Broadway, on a note in 
which the bankrupt is a co-signer 
with Theresa Conklyn, $1,200, and 
Saul J. Glaser of New York City 
to whom she owes $350 for work, 
labor, and expenses. 

Miss Worth lists her income in 
1937 at $1,600 and in 1938 at zero. 


Fox, Det., Drons Shows 


The Fox, one of -Deiroit’s largest 
Seaters, goes into double features 
shortly, dropping stageshows, 

House is undér a 15-year lease to 
National Theatres, 























On the Upbeat 
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booked for tomorrow 
nell U., Ithaca, N. Y, 


(26) at Cor- 





Larry Clinton orchestra guests on 
the Fitch Bandwagon this Sunday 
(28). 





Zinn Arthur goes into Gross- 
inger’s Country Club, Ferndale, N-Y., 
May 26. Band will have a Mutual 
outlet. 





Will Osborne opens summer sea- 
son at Willows, Pittsburgh, tonight 
(24) for a one-night stand, and will 
be followed by Ramona and Her Man 
of Music for five days. Cecil Golley 
band comes in May 31 for fortnight. 
| First two placed by Rockwell, last 
| by Frederick Bros. 








| Johnny Roberts’ band and organist 
| Everett Haydn named to open Crest, 
|! on Lincoln Highway near Pittsburgh, 
Decoration Day (30). They’re in for 


an indefinite stay. 





Herman Middleman has organized 
a new band and went into Show 
Boat, Pittsburgh. last Thursday (18) 
for an indefinite stay. 





Earl Mellen into ballroom at West 
View Park, Pittsburgh, tonight (24) 
for two-week engagement. 





Jimmy Livingsione crew opens 
Pines, Pittsburgh roadhouse, June 
3. Jimmy Earle one-nights there 
on Decoration Day. 





Benny Burton band, now being 
fronted by Neil Buckley, formerly 
| with Don Bestor, went into Bill 
| Green's, Pittsburgh, Monday (22) for 
one-week engagement. 
} 
| § 








tan Meyers and his orchestra 
moved into Casino Gardens, Ocean 
Park, Cal., replacing Jimmy Walsh, 
who goes to Salt Lake City. 


| Charles Previn will be guest con- 
| ductor of Los Angeles Symphony or- 
chestra May 28, with Tito Guizar 
| guest soloist. 








Burton Lane organized a band 
with Elaine Howard, vocalist, and 
Fred Livingston, arranger. 





Jimmy Whitley opened at the 


Chez Ami, Buffalo, this week. 





Gabby Rogers, former pianist with 
Eddie South’s orchestra, opens at the 
Biatz Palm Garden, Milwaukee, with 
his new orchestra Saturday (20). 








| Club Milwaukean, Milwaukee, 
opens this week with Otto Richter'’s 
orchestra. 








Sherman's, Caroga Lake, N. Y., is 
now playing name bands »n Sunday. 
Fletcher Henderson’s orchestra was 
| th attraction May 21. 








| Johnny Randolph booked by Wil- 
| liam Morris, held over by Dragon 
| Grill, Corpus Christi, Tex., indefinite. 





Bubbles Becker orch-stra is at the 
Rainbo Room of the New Kenmore 
Hotel. Albany. 





Perry Bechtel, batuneer of Georgia 
Ambassadors, WSB, Atlanta, house 
band, has organized instrumental 
unit that’s booked i.. at Melba Cafe- 





teria. downtown eatery. Crew is 
airc’ several times weekly over 
WAC . little brother of WSB. 





Johnny Graf, last at Benny the 
|Bum’s, Philly, with a sweet crew 
| specializing in French tunes, now 
playing on Wilson Line show boat 
running from Philly to Wilmington, 
| with a jive outfit. 











Hollywood, May 23. 
{ ‘Folies Bergere,’ the Clifford C. 
Fischer revue which moved down 
from the Frisco Fair, opening at 
Grauman’s Chinese last week, is roll- 
ing up a $22,000 gross this week. 
Holding a smart pace, business will 
match opening week record for this 
type of show. 





| "j-_her sails May 31 for Paris to 
prime a new revue .or Frisco to 
i pen around Aug. 1, 


VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 











Folies’ $22,000 in H’wood 





CAREERIST 


Waiter-Warbler to Change Name So 
He Won't Be ‘Typed’ 








Philadelphia, May 23. 

Jack Hutchinson, warbling waiter 
at Stamp’s Cafe here, will change his 
name shortly because he’s ‘typed.’ 
He’s aiming for another job that will 
be all singing and no tray-toting. He 
can’t get one because he has become 
well known as a singing waiter at 
Stamp’s, a waterfront hoopla parlor. 

Only solution Hutchinson can see 
is to switch monikers and go out and 
get a job as somebody else. 


VET VAUDE ACTS 
FILL JESSEL'S 
FAIR SHOW 


A flock of vet vauders will be in 
George Jessel’s Old New York 
show at the N. Y. Fair when 
preems the end of this week. In 
the ‘Knickerbocker Inn,’ patterned 
after the old Atlantic Gardens, such 
acts as Marion Eddy, Ann Penning- 
ton, Amy Revere, Marion Weeks, 
Jean Bedini, Fred Ardath, Jack Con- 
way, Jack Howard,. Sam Kramer, 
Jack Goldie, Harry Pollard, Hans 
Schweng, plus a Chester Hale line 
and the Six Tiny Rosebuds will par- 
ticipate. Dan Dody is staging the 
show. 

The three-acre Old New York vil- 
lage is being built by Messmore & 
Damon, with Almon R. Shaffer as 
general manager. 


PAR BOOKS BOB HOPE 
FOR CHI, N. Y. DATES 


Bob Hope, now a radio and pic- 
ture name, returns to vaude for 
three weeks late this summer under 
commitment to Paramount. He'll 
play one week at the Chicago, Chi- 
cago, and two weeks at the Para- 
mount, New York. 

With Hope will be Dolores (Mrs.) 
Hope and Jerry Colonna, Hope's 
radio stooge. Colonna had been pre- 
viously booked by Par, but his dates 
are being moved back so that he 
can work with Hope on the stage as 
well. 

Definite dates for Hope’s stage ap- 
pearance have not yet been set, these 


depending on his picture commit- 
ments. 














015 YEARS AGOe 


(From Variety) 











Anne Nichols’ ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ 
went third year on Broadway. 





Los Angeles banks cutting down 
on picture backing coincidental with 
the slide in the real estate boom. 





After Dark’ (WB) 
looked b.o. Featured were Adolphe 
Menjou, Norma Shearer, Anna Q. 
Nilsson, Carmel Myers, Mervyn Le- 


‘Broadway 


Roy. John Gilbert and Renee 
Adoree clicked in Fox’s ‘A Man’s 
Hate.’ 


Of the four names at the Palace, 
Fritzi Scheff was the letdown. Ted 
Lewis and his jazvzical clowns. Herb 
Williams, Joe Smith and Charlie 
Dale, with the Avon Comedy Four, 
clicked. 





Lionel Parrymore was sailing to 
London to appear in the film version 
of the West End stage hit, ‘Decam- 
eron Nights.’ 





Most of the concert bureaus op- 
posed their artists broadcasting, 
claiming that the broadcasts nixed 
the b.o. of flesh appearances. 

Agencies were getting wise to gyp 
producers and refusing them acts. 
practice was to play units for several 
weeks at half pay, claiming the 
dates as break-ins, then firing the 
acts for new ones and working ‘he 
same system. 








Corse Payton abandoned the idea 
of installing stock in Rockaway, 
N. Y., and signed with Jack Linder 
to head the new stock opening at the 
Mt. Morris, N. Y. . 





Flatbush, B’klyn, Trims 
Summer Stage Budset 








‘7 


The Flatbush, Brooklyn, will try 
;to continue its vaudfilm policy 
|throughout the summer, but will 
'trim its stage budget considerably to 


Stand off the usual hot weather b.o. | 
operate | 


| Slump. The Brandts, who 
the house, are reluctant to pull the 
stage shows even for only a few 
months, fearing a breach in a policy 
that they feel has become pretty 
well established. 


Currently, the house is playing 
the high-priced Paul Whiteman unit, 
but a trim in the sails is evident in 
next week’s show, 
Charlie Barnei’s orchestra and Smith 
and Dale. But even further cutting 
will follow. 


Arthur Fisher books the house. 





SCHWARTZ SETS NEGRO 
REVUE FOR 1. A. CAFE 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Jack Schwartz will put an all 





first nitery venture here. 
He was formerly identified with 
the Cotton Club in New York. 


New Oshkesh, Wis., Cafe 
Oshkosh, Wis., May 23. 
Teddy George opened his new grill 
and tap room here last week, featur- 
|ing Joe Weisheipl’s orchestra and 
Michael Varallo, harpist. 








Buffalo Cafe Attached 


For Tooters’ Salaries 
Buffalo, May 19. 


Ward Smith’s Club Delavan was 
closed this week under an attach- 
ment order procured by Angie Lom- 
bardie for approximately $1,000 
claimed due the Lombardie band for 
back pay. The club is reported in 
financial difficulties. 


Under the attachment, the club’s 
license and considerable liquor, 
which is being sold at public auc- 
tion to satisfy the claims, were con- 
fiscated. 





NECK BROKEN IN CAR CRASH 


Ft. Worth, May 23. 
Bob Carnohan, operator of the 
Show Boat here, is in a Houston hos- 
pital with a broken neck, received 
when his car was sideswiped by a 
truck. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Things that make this Actors Col- 
ony worth while: 


Jimmy (Lambs Club) Marshall 
continually helps the needy and 
never misses a chance to good-cheer 
us. 

News of the comeback of Johnny 
(3 Aces) Jones, who did it in less 
than a year and has railroaded back 
to Hartford to resume work. 


The fighting spirit of Jack Ed- 
wards, who laughed at operations 
and is making the grade nicely. 

The thoughtfulness of Bobby Gra- 
ham, who’s sent pictures here of the 
King and Queen of England. 

The courtesies extended by A. B. 
Anderson and E. G. Dodc.s, theatre 
managers, to all ailing showfolk. 

The space given us by James Lee, 
of the Worcester ‘Mass.) Gazette 


good-cheer this colony. 


cago agent, to this gi &. 


books. 
Among the new arrivals at 

Will Rogers are Tom Phillips, 
Warners’ Avon, Philadelohia; Carole 
Hartley, from the M-G Coast office; 
Dorothy Meachen, one of the Rock- 
ette girls from Radio City 
Hall, all under obser. ion. 


the 


Frances, from Reading, Pa. 

For those desiring gene al infor- 
mation about this group, write to 
this writer at 10 Olive street, Sara- 
mac Lake, N. Y. 





Write to those who are ill. 


Chances Slim for N.Y. Cap’s Return 
To Vaude; Names Set to Up State Dive 


co-headlining | 


Negro revue into the Plantation, for- | 
merly the Cubanola, June 1 as his | 


and Telegram, who never fails to | band holds over. 


of | 
| Hurts Ankle, Out of Act 
Music 
Bede Fiddler all hop ,ed up over , 


a sneak visit by her pa and ma, Mr. | show here at the Stanley opening 
and Mrs. Frank Fiddler, and sister, | 


| act, 
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| Chances for the Capitol, New 
| York, former de luxe stage presen- 
_tation house, returning to a combi- 
, nation policy this summer now ap- 
| pear very slim. According to pres- 
|ent plans of Loew’s, which operates 
the house, the Capitol will stick to 
first-run pictures only, but there'll 
be greater concentration of coin and 
exploitation to build up the stage 
features of the same circuit's State, 
on Broadway, which couples vaude 
with second-run films. 

It had been figured that Loew’s 
would resume stage shows at the 
| Capitol to attract the out-of-town 
visitors expected to attend the N. Y. 
World’s Fair. Probability of this 
was heightened by the terrific stage- 
show opposition the Cap has had to 
stand from the nearby first-runs 
| Paramount, Strand and Roxy, all of 
which have an admish scale no 
higher than the Capitol’s and gave 
‘em live talent and name bands be- 
sides. 


| The State is trying to line up a 
series of name stage shows (or 
bands) to run through th> summer. 


First one set is Eddie Cantor, and 
| his radio layout, for the week of 
June 29. Another name set thus far 
is Rudy Vallee, who comes in July 
| 13 and, like Cantor, will provide the 
entire show. 

Burns-Allen Deal Out 


Deal for Burns and Allen for 
June dates fell through. Gracie 
Allen nixed stage work, preferring 
to rest instead. Check Webb band, 
accepted a July 6 booking after its 
June one-nighters, 

The State’s yen for names pernaps 
can be traced to another source be- 
sides the possible World’s Fair trade. 
Grosses at this house which had 
been unusually steady for a couple 
of years, dived suddenly below $12,- 
000 around four weeks ago. At this 
rate of business, the once very profit- 
able spot is losing at the rate of 
$5,000 and more weekly. It’s figured 
that name stage shows will hypo 
| the theatre’s revenue. 


Cantor’s agreement at the State 
calls for a guarantee against a per- 
centage, with Cantor to pay the sup- 
porting acts. Latter wiil include 
Bert Gordon (Mad Russian), Kay St. 
Germain, Bert Parks, Mr. Duffy, 
Edgar Fairchild and Adam Carroll 
and another act still to be booked 
by the William Morris office, which 
is handling Cantor’s stage tour. 

Guarantees ranging between $15,- 
000 and $20,000, depending on the 
percentage deals, are being asked by 
Cantor from theatres. The State 
date, however, is the only one set 
thus far; other houses are holding off 
at those terms. 

Cantor goes off the radio June 26. 


HELBOCK DENIED RIGHT 
TO N.Y. ONYX CLUB TAG 


The Original Onyx Club, New 
York, can continue using that title 
while the new club operated by Joe 
Helbock, partner in the original, was 
denied the right to that tag in a de- 
cision handed down last week in su- 
preme court, N. Y. However, Hel- 
bock was advised by the court that 
inasmuch as he stil] retains an inter- 
est in the old club, he can enter pro- 
ceedings to have that corporation 
dissolved and in that way regain 
control of the title. His lawyers 
have already commenced such an ac- 
tion against All Stars Club, Inc., 
| operators of the old Onyx. 

Maxine Sullivan, who got her 
| start at the old Onyx two years ago, 
returns to that spot Friday (26) for 
an indefinite stay. John Kirby’s 

Helbock will con- 
tinue to identify himself as ‘Joe Hel- 


| 
} 
| 
| 

















The semi-annual what-can-I-do-to- | bock, formerly of the Onyx’ which 
help request by Sam Rot rts, Chi- | the old club was trying to stop. Since 


j . 
The colony thanks Tootsie Heim-| ‘the decision he had tentatively 


lich .nd Elizabeth Langevin for the | 


named his spot the Key Club, but 
dropped that name when a ‘Lock 
and Key Club’ was unearthed. 





Pittsburgh, May 23. 
One of the six Picchiannis, acro- 
batic troupe, had to drop out of the 


day (Friday) after suffering a pain- 
ful injury to his ankle during the 
Doctor galled -it a severe 
Sprained ligament. 

Not serious, however, but it will 
keep him out for at least two weeks. 
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ADRIAN ROLLINI TRIO 
Instrumental 

12 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

This is the first stage date for the 
Adrian Rollini Trio, which has 
gained wide popularity on the air, 
records and in nitery dates. At the 
Piccadilly Circus bar (Piccadilly ho- 
tel) for a year, with other nitery 
dates following, the trio is now back 
at the Piccadilly and doubling from 
there into the Strand engagement. 

Act is surefire for stage dates, in 


vaudeville or picture houses, and is} 


socking through smartly here. Xylo- 
phone, guitar and bull fiddle make 
up the equipment and the Rollinis 
get some swell rhythms out of the 
combination, all in a very swingy 
vein. Trio is doing four numbers 
here, Char. 


MARY DUGAN 

Sings 

With Larry Clinton’s orchestra 
Park Central Hotel, N. Y. 

Mary Dugan replaced Bea Wain 
with Larry Clinton’s outfit at the 
opening (17) of this date while Miss 
Wain strikes out on her own. She 
has vocalized with Clinton before on 
several occasions, as relief for Miss 
Wain, and while it’s a tough assign- 
ment following the gal who rode 
upward on Clinton's 
and other tunes, Miss Dugan im- 
presses as an able substitute for her 
predecessor. 

This review is based on only sev- 
eral tries at the mike, among them 
Clinton’s current ‘Our Love.’ Ap- 
pears to have the same smooth style 
and manner of delivery that marked 
Miss Wain’s stuff, She’s a looker, 
too, making a neat, light complex- 
ioned appearance, 


JEAN O’NEILL 
Singing 

6 Mins. ; 
Strand, N. Y. 

Jean O'Neill, vocalist in front of 
the Ruby Newman band here, is do- 
ing two swing numbers but not mak- 
ing much of an impression. She has 
a way to go yet before vieing with 
other vocalists. Voice and selling 
only fair. 

Miss O’Neill is on at two different 
points, one of her numbers being 
‘Concert in the Park,’ featured by 
the Newman orchestra. 

Singer makes a pleasing ae 


ance. har. 


with JEAN HAMILTON 
and BOB DU HART 
MAY 22, PALACE 

DUNDEE, SCOTLAND 











‘DOLORES and ROSSINI 
Dancing 

7 Mins. 

Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 


First number is a fairly mild tango 
that serves to introduce a pulchritu- 
dinous blonde and her sleek patent- 
leather partner. Some moderately 
executed spins, with the girl hold- 
ing on by clutching one ankle .be- 
hind the man’s neck, get them off to 
average applause. 


Second number is planned as a 
shocker. Wearing a black brassiere 
and flowing skirt, the gal does some 
hip-waving alone before the man 
enters wearing a mask. While do- 
ing some terp feinting, the man sings 
a ditty about temptation. This is 


during which the gal rips off the fel- 
low’s mask, revealing a diabolical 
makeup, concentrated around the 
eyes. For a finish, the femme’s skirt 
is ripped off, leaving her in a flesh- 
colored leotard for a nude effect, 
after which she is suposedly choked 
to death and carried out. 


| Better lighting at the close with 
| an appropriate choice of color blend 
| would heighten effect of nudity 
| while emphasizing the horror angle. 
| Okay for a novelty and sure eye- 
| pleaser for male trade. Gilb. 





‘My Reverie’} 


| FRANKIE MASTERS ORCH (14) 
With Marion Francis, Vera Furnas 
Band Revue 

31 Mins.; Full 

State, N. Y. 


Frankie Masters has spent almost 
all his nine years as a band maestro 
in and around Chicago. His engag- 
ing personality, singing talents and 
flair for showmansh'p serve as solid 
props for the act. For the distaff 
side he’s picked a pair who have not 
only looks but a keen grasp of their 
specialties. ‘ Marion Francis can 
hold ’em concentrated with her sing- 
ing style, while Vera Furnas whips 
an acrobatic waltz into a whirlwind 
of backbends, splits, handstands, but- 
terflies, nip-ups and whatnot. 


Smoothly paced throughout, the 
turn opens with the band doing 
‘Take Me Out to the Ball Game’ in 
swing time. Lighting effects are 
smartly woven into the next instru- 
mental item, ‘Dancing in the Dark.’ 
Masters takes over for a vocal play 
on ‘Taint What You Do,’ and then 
brings the bandmen down front for 
a diverting bit of tonsil slapstick on 
the theme of ‘It’s Love.’ The band 














“Heart of the Loop” 


BREVOORT HOTEL 


Madison, east of LaSalle, Chicago 


Special Theatrical Rates 





also shows up brightly in a novelty 
concept, ‘10 Little Bottles,’ in which 
water-filled bottles and colored 
lights furnish some tuneful diver- 
tissement. Masters is even different 
on the fadeout. He winds up a 
deftly arranged medley with none 
but the violinist still playing away 
above a concealed light as the 
travelers come together. 

| His patented lighting effects, said 
_to have been invented by Masters, 
|make for several highly effective 


| followed by some fast adagio work, | 


work into a good opening or closing 
theatre -act. , 

Girls are nice-looking and hold 
down their own in the muscle de- 
partment. They work with the men 
in foot stands and somersaults from 
one risley board to another. High- 
light of act is a double somersault, 
feet to feet, by two of the men, 

Kiley. 


Night Club Reviews 
COCOANUT GROVE 


(Continued from page 34) 























| 
on her own, started with the band| 
here. Though her costuming is poor 
(though probably already corrected), | 
she impresses as an able successor 
to Miss Wain. Sings in the latter’s 
style, but not close enough to draw 
|copyist inferences. She was caught | 
iby Clinton at the Meadowbrook, | 
|Cedar Grove, N. J., where she was | 
isinging with a small combination | 
| during Clinton’s recent date there. 

| Tap at the Grove for Clinton’s 
| date is 50c cover after 11 p.m. week- | 
| days and $1 per on weekends. Din-| 
ner from $1.50 up. 








BENNY THE BUM’S 


(PHILADELPHIA) 


Philadelphia, May 20. 
Ramona and Her Men of Music 
(12), Johnny Howard, Vanderbilts 
(2), Cortes & Marquis. 








Novelty of a fefnme-batoned band, 
Ramona and Her Men of Music, 
nicely carries an otherwise fair show 
at Benny the Bum’s. Aside from 
its novel angle, however, the crew 
is well able to stand on its own 
feet musically. It provides solid 
tunes for terping, while standout is 
the work of Ramona herself, both 
vocally and at the grand. 

Gal, who reached heights as warb- 
ler with Paul Whiteman, has since 
improved if anything. Fairly nice 
looking and with a passable person- 
ality, she’s a good front, taking her 
place at the head of her men for the 
show, while during the dance ses- 
sions she pounds the keyboard of a 
second piano, one of the men han- 
dling another regularly. Mike at 
her side allows her to chirp while 
playing. She steps to the floor mike 
for a couple of numbers, too, during 
the show. 

Band shows signs of a few show- 
manly touches, such as rising when 
Ramona comes to the stand. Crew 
is made up of four brass, four saxes 
and four rhythm. Brand of music 
is sweet swing, with the brasses oc- 
casionally getting very hot. Aside 
from Ramona herself, there’s noth- 
ing in the way of novelty or com- 
edy by the bandsmen. 

Johnny Howard m. c.’s the show. 
Good as an entertainer, with his 
whistling and mimicry, he has a 





| stage pictures. €c, 





| MAXELLOS (5) 

| Risley 

\9 Mins. 

Lyric, Indianapolis 


Three of the original Maxellos 
have added two girls to their turn 
who perform well with the footwork. 
Original Maxellos consisted of five 
men and had played variety houses 
since 1924. Present act has been 
working with circuses and outdoor 
shows and is cramped a little in 








present theatre setting, but should 
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tendency to become tiresome as an 
introducer. His continuous buildup 
of Ramona breathes of corn. Like- 
wise, his constant tugging at the pa- 
trons to applaud this and applaud 
that when there’s no natural in- 
stinct to let loose with the flippers. 

The Vanderbilts, two lads, tee off 
slowly in a tap session, but spring a 
surprise by switching into one of the 
niftiest acro teams seen here in some 
time. Pleasant looking, they have 
a flock of springs and somersaults 
that are tops. Aside from a one- 
hand stand on the floor man’s head 
and evidences of strength by the 
lower half of the team, piece de 
resistance is a somersault from the 
bottom man’s shoulders, landing 
back on his shoulders. 

Dance duo of Cortes and Marquis 
are weak. Exhibit some trick spins 
and lifts, nicely executed, but aside 
from that, footwork is very medi- 
ocre. Team’s also rather unavpeal- 








ing on the phiz side. Herb. 





One Big Union 








(Continued from page 1) 





only one set of dues, to house the 
various union staffs in one central | 
office in New York, to have joint 
bookkeeping systems, a more or less 
common treasury and to eliminate | 
overlapping of administration func- | 
tions. Figured such simplification 
and centralization will drastically re- 
duce expenses by cutting down exist- | 
ing rent payments for different of- 
fices, duplication of administrative 
and clerical expenses as well as pro- 
vide much more efficient handling of 
the organization's affairs. 

Foreseen that the ‘one big union’ | 
idea will avoid the juvzisdictional 
squabbles that have marked Four 
A’s history during the la:‘ couple of 
years, will give the various member | 
gzoups more cohesive strength. and | 
will cut dues rayment. to the mem- | 
berships by requiring only the single | 
membership card. There has been a | 
growing agitation a»ong performer | 
members for some such revision, 
since the growing diversification of; 





—_—— 


show business has required actors 
and artists to join several unions; 
with a consequent multiplication of 
dues payments. Although there is 
a modified ‘interchangeability’ rule 
now in force, observers have re- 
marked that the only actual inter- 
changeability in the Four A’s is 
among the lawyers, with two or 
three attorneys representing all the 


| groups, 


Amendment to the Four A’s con- 
stitution, to limit any :nember group 
to not more than one-third of the 
entire voting strength on the na- 
tional board, was voted’ by the or- 
ganization last week. Under the pre- 
vious setup the SAG wielded more 
votes than all the other groups com- 
bined. New ruling, which was pro- 
posed by the film body, provides 
(within the revised limit of one- 
third of the total) for representa- 
tion on a sliding ratio of the total 


membership of the participating 
union. 





Radio Doubts 








(Continued from page 1) 





agitation. The reasoning is along 
these lines: John U. Reber of the J. 
Walter Thompson agency, admitted 
one of the best show builders in 
radio, was given the run of the 
town’s talent and unlimited bankroll 
to whip together an hour show for 
the cereal packer. What he came up 
with was the most expensive pack- 
age ever delivered to a sponsor and 
which since has proved to be the 
season’s most gigantic flop. Programs 
costing one-third of its outlay have 
more than doubled the Circle Cross- 
ley rating. 

Although General Foods. and 
Standard Brands biggies won't ad- 
mit thy’re fed up on Hollywood 
shows, it is no secret that the Max- 
well House washup with Metro is 
just as welcome to the food company 
as to the studio execs. Colby Ches- 
ter, headman of GF forces, reluct- 
antly commented on the situation 
when here last week but those close 
to him say that he feels production 
costs out here are way out of line 
and if the solution lies in passing up 
expensive picture talent then their 
work is cut out for them. 

Campbell is said to have jumped 
the gun in pulling east last after 
folding ‘Hollywood Hotel’ some 
months ago. Latest move is to junk 
its hour show and join the script 
parade. Some are wondering whether 
that isn’t the tip-off to what’s to 
come, with so much talk in the air 
of reduced budgets and Hollywood 
exodus, 

One agency exec declared the only 
saving grace for Hollywood is for 
the film stars to cut their asking 
prices—right down the middle. And 
then it won’t salvage the whole sit- 
uation, 





Una Wyte’s London Date 

Una Wyte, vocalist at Ben Mar- 
den’s Riviera in New Jersey, sails for 
London today (24) for an engage- 
ment at the Cocoanut Grove there. 
Date will be the first in a series that 
will carry the singer to her native 
Calcutta, India. 

Miss Wyte is the wife of Lee Mor- 
timer, N.Y. Mirror Broadway re- 
porter, 





The Cave, Vancouver night spot, 
has opened with a floor show and 
band. 








POOR BUSINESS FOLDS 
2 FRISCO NIGHT CLUBS 


San Francisco, May 23. 
After several attempts to get by 
with a local band in the Rose Room 
at the Palace Hotel here, manage. 


ist trade picks up. Dick Aurandt 
KSFO musical director, had been 
holding forth in the Rose Room. The 
Palace’s cocktail lounge continues. 
The Shalimar Bowl, opened last 
year by Gene Krupa’s orchestra is 
| dark again. Owners are reported to 
| have lost $30,000 in the Bowl. It may 
| reopen as a roller-skating rink. ; 








Royalty Hurts 











| (Continued from page 1) 





ties’ presence and ‘welcoming’ Min- 
neapolitans. 





Montreal Dented 


Montreal, May 23. 

Theatre grosses were below expec- 
tations for the bi day, Thursday 
(18), of the Royal visit. They were 
alt shut between 4-6 p.m. with rain 
checks issued to the few in them 
during the afternoon. Montrealers 
are no bvelievers in cash payments 
when they Have a free show at the 
price of standing for a couple of 
hours. The very fine weather made 
it quite pleasant in the streets and 
the Royal spectacle was not over 
until 11 p.m., beginning at 3 p.m. 

The Capitol and Palace did fair 
biz for the day, and the midnight 
shows showing the current week’s 
pix in previews were fairly well 
patronized at those houses, but bal- 
ance of first-runs did only so-so. 
For the whole of last week, of 
course, there was a different story, 
with some 200,000 extra people in 
the city grosses were all high. 

Frank Fay’s show at His Majesty’s 
was a flop, grossing hardly above 
$3,000. Montreal seems to have defi- 
nitely rejected vaudeville, whether, 
as in this case, $2 top or at 60c at 
Loew’s of late months. 





Leon and Eddie’s, N. Y., opens its 


new April in Paris room tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 
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WELL, ALRIGHT! 


JOHNNY and GEORGE 


SENSATIONAL CLUB ARTISTS 
THE LITTLE RATHSKELLAR 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Closing Successful 36th Week Run 


(Thursday, iieg 25) 
Exelucive Manaegement ress Relations 
WILL WEBER TED YATES 
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"BELIEVE-IT-OR-NOT" 
ROBERT RIPLEY 
Is Now on BROADWAY 


He will open his new anc permanent 
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RAY and GERALDINE 


(HUDSON WONDERS) 
NOW IN 2ND WEEK AT 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, NEW YORK 


BOOKED SOLID UNTIL OCTOBER 
MILES INGALLS, MCA 








ment has closed the room until tour. -- 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Ruby Newman's orch, Jean O'Neill, 
Sinclair Sisters (2), Three Wiere 
pros., Adrian. Rollini Trio, Bert 
Frohman; ‘Kid from Kokomo’ (WB), 
reviewed in this issue, 








A compact, varied and entertain- 
ing stage show supports ‘Kid From 
Kokomo’ (WB) here this week. Be- 
tween the rostrum display and the 
film, a wacky type of comedy, audi- 
ences will go out wholly satisfied, 
or should: 

Ruby Newman’s orchestra, recent- 


ly at the Rainbow Room, heads the 
stage bill, with several acts out 
front, including Three” Wiere’ Bros., 
Sinclair Sisters, Bert Frohman, the 





Adrian Rollini Trio and Jean 
O'Neill. The Rollini instrumental | 
trio (New Acts), playing its first} 


theatre date is doubling from the 
Piccadilly bar .and in‘ the past has 
played. nitery dates. Act is a sock 
here and shares top. audience re- 
action with the Wiere Bros., another 
fine trio, but strictly comedy. The 
Wieres have been around a long 
time and are doing a show-stopping 
job of it with their smart acrobatics, 
dancing and comicalities. - Clever 
routining distinguishes this act from 
the run-of-the-mill. 

The Sinclair Sisters, adept tap | 
dancers, are on early, while Bert 
Frohman, with songs, is on later. 
The Sinclairs (two), very light on 
the pedals, are going over well here. 
Team is pretty popular in these 
parts. 

Frohman, who has the Bert Froh- 
man club in 52d street but not sing- 
ing there now, is doing four num- 
bers here and getting over fairly. 
He relies too much on older tunes, 
including ‘F. D. R. Jones,’ worn 
pretty thin by now; ‘Cry, Baby, Cry’ 
and ‘I Cried for You.’ His other 
number is one he did in ‘Back Door 
to Heaven,’ made at Astoria and re- 
cently placed on release by Para- 
mount. 

Also in the singing division is Jean 
O’Neill (New Acts), who is only 
moderately effective and does not 
- possess an impressive voice. She is 
on twice, at the beginning and then 
again near the end. 

Newman’s band embraces 12 men, 
including a lad who doubles vocally 
at one point. Outfit is a smoothly- 
performing swing band that veers 
away from blasting. In addition to 
two numbers about middle, with vo- 
calizing, Newman’s orchestra fea- 
tures ‘Concert in the Park,’ which 
is somewhat along the lines of 
“Merry Go Round Broke Down’ and 
effective. 

Band is nicely placed on the stage, 
with production background sup- 
— by Harry Gourfain, stager 

ere, showing off the whole stage 
bill to advantage. Gourfain is do- 
ing a fine job as producer and rou- 
tiner. His show this week is tight 
and moves along at an even, fast 
pace. 

Business Friday night (19) for the 
last show very good. Char. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Paul Whiteman’s band and unit 
(33), with Joan Edwards, Modern- 
aires (4), Clark Dennis, Goldie, Al 
Gallodoro, Roy Bargy, Mike Pinga- 
tore, Charlie Teagarden; ‘Homicide 
Bureau’ (Col). 














Paul Whiteman and his various 
entertainers, separate and from the 
band, put on a nicely diverting 65- 
minute show this week. Setup is 
probably stretching the house’s bud- 
get for the session, but it should pay 
off at the b.o. When caught (Fri- 
day), biz was good. Whiteman’s 26- 
piece crew apparently is satisfying 
to both swingsters and conserva- 
tives alike. 

Though Joan Edwards and Clark 
Dennis are the only people not di- 
rectly concerned with the band, the 
various specialties offered from 
within the outfit comfortably fill the 
allotted time without making too 
many straight band numbers neces- 
Sary. Whiteman splits his crew up 
into a Swing Wing, Swinging 
Strings and Sax Soc-tette at differ- 
ent times, and it’s all good stuff. 

Opener is a straight offering of 
‘Blow, Gatriel, Blow’ followed by a 
medley of tunes with which White- 
man is identified. He asks custom- 
ers to indicate which they recognize 
and gets a response on almost every 
one. In the half-dozen or so tunes 
is where the sections of the band 
show best. First it’s ‘Wher Day Is 
Done,’ featuring the Swinging 
Strings with White-Man’s bow in the 
lead. Next is ‘Kiss Your Hand Ma- 
dame’ with the Sax Soc-tette. This 
is an outstanding bit using nine 
Saxes, excellent lighting giving it a 
striking effect. Then there’s ‘Three 
O’clock in the Morning,’ and others, 
using various parts of the brass. It’s 
capped bv a fine arrangement of 
George Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in 
Blue.’ 

Throughout runs the spotlighting 
of outstanding men in the band. 
Charlie Teagarden’s fine trumpet 
work is used in many spots. Roy 
Bargy stands out tickling the ivories 
in ‘Rhapsody.’ Al Gallordoro shows 
what really can be done with a sax 





in ‘Nola,’ and Mike Pingatore offers 


VARIETY . HOUSE 











a zingy bit.of banjo strumming as 
the curtain closes at the finale, 

Goldie, of the trumpets, is on near 
the finale for a comedy bit that’s 
dubious inthis Jewish section. It’s 
a takeoff on a German bandleader 
rehearsing an outfit, using dialect 
and a cap peculiar to German street 
bands. Surprisingly well-received, 
with few objections. Swing Wing 
feeds the balcony jitterbugs with an 
untitled number midway. 

Singers Joan Edwards, Clark Den- 
nis and the Modernaires have dif- 
ficulty bowing off. Each run to four 
and five numbers with encores. Miss 
Edwards gets a big. buildup. from 
Whiteman, going. into ‘Masquerade 
is Over,’ ‘Hold Tight,’ ‘Where Has 
My Little Dog Gone’ and ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band.’ Nice voice, 
slightly brittle, but with good range. 
Delivery helps a- lot, -too.: More 
should be heard from Clark Dennis 
as time goes on. Nice looking, with 
an easy stage manner, he‘ exhibits 
a fine voice with an unusual range. 
It’s apparent in his choice of tunes. 
Does ‘Begin the: Beguine,’ ‘And’ the 
Angels Sing,’ ‘Carry Me Back to the 
Lone Prairie’ and ‘Heaven Can Wait.’ 
He’s well liked. 

Modernaires (4) also have to en- 
core. Mixing comedy with vood 
harmonizing puts ’em over strong. 
First it’s ‘Ferdinand -the Bull’ then 
a medley based on ‘Take Me Out to 
the Ballgame,’.“‘Three Little Fishies’ 
and ‘Jeepers Creepers.’ 

Whiteman loses no opportunity to 
boost his Chesterfield program and 
a banner on the backdrop proclaims 
Whiteman’s Chesterfield orchestra. 
I eader himself gets in several com- 
edy moments vocally and directing 
the band. Keeps ‘out of the spot- 
light for the most part, however, 


FOX, PHILLY 





Philadelphia, May 19. 


‘Mikado in Swing’ unit with Billy 
Mitchell, Leroy George, Lonnie 
Jackson, John Burdette, Jackson 


Smith, Geraldine Overstreet, Novella 
Trotter, Hazel Williams, Mabel 
Lewis, mixed chorus (44), dancers 
(26); ‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par). 





Stepping temporarily out of name 
bands and Hollywood p. as, the 
Fox this sesh brings in the largest 
and most colorful unit it has ever 
housed. It’s the ‘Mikado in Swing,’ 
a 62-minute condensation of Gilbert 
and Sullivan in jive. Film is good 
choice for the combo, ‘Some Like 
It Hot’ (Par), but is classified by 
Warner circuit execs as the minor 
draw of the dual attractions. 

‘Mikado in Swing’ is pulling into 
the house not only a large number 
of people who don’t regularly pa- 
tronize it, but many also who aren’t 
regular midtown theatregoers. Quan- 
tities of dinner-jackets and long 
dresses are being noted in the Fox 
audience this canto and is a pleas- 
ant novelty for this Market street 
house. 


Although newspaper’ ganderers 
were mixed in their criticism, word 
of mouth here js particularly strong. 
Show, from audience reaction, rates 
high. Although the quantity of 
slicing makes almost gibberish of the 
plot, it’s hardly missed, as practical- 
ly all the famed musical numbers 
are included and there’s the addition 
of a plethora of color, dancing and 
general uninhibited hi-de-ho usual 
in a Negro cast. 

Troupe numbers 88 in all. There 
are nine principals, a mixed 44-voice 
chorus, 12 dancing femmes, eight jit- 
terbug gamtossers and a half dozen 
male terpers. In addition, four mu- 
sicians and a conductor are carried, 
as well as a carpenter, electrician, 
business manager and_ supervisor. 
Outstanding is the set and the cos- 
tuming. 

Numbers included are ‘A Wander- 
ing Minstrel I.’ ‘Three Little Maids 
from School,’ ‘Here’s a Howdy-do,’ 
‘Obiect All Sublime,’ ‘Flowers That 
Bloom in the Spring,’ ‘Tit Willow,’ 
‘Taken from a County Jail,’ and ‘Let 
the Punishment Fit the Crime. A 
major or minor production number 
is made from practically each one, 
with the formula rather set—first is 
a straight rendition of the tune, then 
a swing version with choral back- 
ing and, as an encore, more of the 
chorus with terping. 

Terning is excellent. There’s 
evervthing in the way of wild hoof- 
ing that ever emanated from Har- 
lem. In addition there’s a good bit 
of assorted noveltv work, such es a 
neet bit of rope-jumping tapping, 
and acro and eccentric stuff. Com- 
edy, per se, is evident only occasion- 
ally, when it results from Harlem- 
izing of dialog and substitut.on of 
lyrics. Two pvrincinal comic narts 
are handled bv Billy Mitchell, as 
Koko. and Lerov George, as the 
Mikedo. George’s subtler shading 
stands him in better stead than Mit- 
chell. who works a bit too conscious- 
lv for his laughs and smashes every 
line across in the same hard-hitting 
style. Jackson Smith, ¥1e Pooh-Bah. 
is s9-so. 

Two major defects stand out in 
the performance. First is the man- 
ner in which the Gilbertian lyrics 
are maneled in pronunciation when 
nresented in the non-swing version. 
Second defect is in the direction of 
+he musical and production numbers. 
Thev are not proverlv built un to a 
finale to grab off applause. End of 
each one comes as a surprise * the 
house. Herb. 


| STATE, N.Y, 


Arthur Treacher with Jack Nor- 
ton, Frankie Masters’ orch with Vera 
Furnas and Marion Franeis, Carol 
Chilton & Maceo Thomas, George & 
Jack Dormonde, Ruby Zwerling’s 
MG) orch; ‘Broadway Melody 








Current stage fare comprises four 
acts and abou¢ the only sock in the 
whole lot is the dance routine de- 
livered by the standard turn of 
Chiiton and Thomas. Theirs is a 
finished skill that will stand away 
out regardless of what surrounas 
them. Arthur Treacher, accompan- 
ied by Jack Norion, also of the 
screen, slips in and out of character 
for a fair amount of laughs, 
while Frankie Mas.ers’ band (New 
Acts) consumes more than half the 
time allotted to the stage show with 
a mixture of dance music and spe- 
cialty bits that keeps ’em interesied 
and entertained, 

‘George and Jack Dormonde make 
the tee-off assignment lively enough 
with comedy capers on the unicycle. 
The act is neatly grooved and would 
be more so if the twosome pointed 
up their slapstick in the polo-play- 


ing. - 

_Rhythmic footwork of Chilton and 
Thomas are a greater treat to the eye 
and ear than ever. They aliernate 
from cleat to softshoe, stepping with 
a style and precision that’s pretty 
much their own. It’s whirlwind go- 
ing from the opening steeplechase 
number to the closing routine, in 
which Thomas uses three tables. The 
applause sendoff was a _ walloping 
one, 

Treacher and Norten make a curi- 
ous pair for a personal appearance, 
but they manage to keep the ball off 
the ground most of the time. Treach- 
er stays in character most of the 
time, shooting his routine straight 
into the mike with scholastic honors. 
Norton sustains his drunk vis-a-vis 
for all the humor it’s worth during 
the crossfire interludes and even 
proves a handy foil in interviewing 
Treacher about Hollywood. The 
responses to Treacher’s gags are of 
the nip and tuck sort and he scores 
best with his recall of the song and 
dance bit he did for Shirley Temple 
in ‘The Little Princess.’ This last 
nugget comes with the encore. 

In addition to good danceable mu- 
sic, Masters dishes out pleasant 
choral arrangements, electrical ef- 
fects and freshly contrived novelties. 
He shares the vocal solos with 
Marion Francis. who sounds excep- 
tionally ingratiating until she sud- 
denly lashes out one of her hard 
head tones. Miss Francis went over 
big, as did the act’s dance svecialist, 
Vera Furnas, a blonde looker with 
erack talent for all kinds of acro- 
batics. The turn as a whole moves 
nimbly. the items are well diversi- 
fied and for a Broadwav stage de- 
but Masters registers in fine fashion. 
Chicago has been his main bailiwick 
for the past nine vears. He’s dou- 
bling from the Roosevelt ar * b ¢ 

ec, 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, May 20. 
Count Berni Vici’s ‘French Folies,’ 
with Roberta, Lane & Lane, LaRue 
& Carroll, Gene Gory & Co., Edith 
Tarler, Terry Howard & Co.; ‘For 
Love or Money’ (U). 








Offering currently is a unit heavy 
on the production side. Berni Vici’s 
is the only semblance of a name of- 
fered, but is not one of high-pow- 
ered magnetism. On the score of 
presentation, unit is unusually 
strong and derives its drawing 
power from this angle, along with 
some novelty bits and a bare skin 
flash by Roberta and line. 

Revue outdoes by far any other 
here in past year in amount of scen- 
ery and props carried. Setup in- 
cludes an elevated half-denth stage 
with Berni Vici and the Hollywood 
Ingenues’ orch on stage level. Twin 
stairways to raised stage allow pres- 
entation alternately upstairs and 
down and give definite note of pro- 
duction to show. 

In opening, Berni Vici puts gal 
band through a medley bringing in 
line of eight, which later works in 
and out of each production number. 
Lane and Lane follow with dancing 
and acrobatics, pair clicking solidly 
with rope-skipping routine, swing- 
ing the hemp under them from sev- 
eral difficult positions. 

Production number here features 
LaRue and Carroll, adagio acros, 
under title, ‘Dance of the Moloch,’ 
with special scenery setting off the 
number. Band swings into medley 
of western songs followed by Gene 
Gory and Co. Gory features imita- 
tions via violin and bow and works 
in a comic style. Offerings vary 
from copying a dog fight on his 


strings to imitation of cathedral 
chimes. 
Special arrangement of Ravel’s 


‘Bolero’ by the orch serves as intro 
for Edith Tarler and her mimicry. 
Her characterizations are heavily 
tinged with travesty. 

Dance of the Star by Roberta is 
presented here as highlight of the 
show. It’s a burlesque strip a la 
Sally Rand, with a large star re- 
placing the fan. Line of eight, half 
of them bra-less, strategically placed 
in the wings, background the num- 
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Terry Howard, with Jack Talley, 
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follows. Gal gives her tiny tot char- 
acter to Talley’s straight foil. Act 
is heavy on the lusty side and some 
of it is in questionable taste, but 
registered well, regardless. 

and, line and baritone Bill Guth- 
rie wind up show with production 
based on southern songs3,° plus~-a 
steamboat race staged via scenery 
and effects. Quin. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, May 18. 
Neila Goodelle, Togo, Stone & Lee, 
Dance Varieties (5), Eddie Rio & 
Bros. (3), Eddie Rosenwald’s house 
band; ‘Blondie Meets Boss’ (Col) and 
‘Undercover Agent’ (Mono). 





On the whole a satisfactory bill; 
with the best bets wisely spotted by 
intelligent. routining. One of the) 
best opening acts here this season 
is Togo, the showmanly Japanese, 
who spins and tosses tops with con- 


sistent skill, and who finales with a 
really sensational backward slide- 
for-life on a rope from: balcony te 
stage while standing upright on his 


pins. 

Neila Goodelle gathers in whammo 
applause for her vocal work, includ- 
ing ‘Shut Eye,’ ‘Our Love,’ ‘Ain’t 
Misbehavin’’ and ‘And the Angels 
Sing.’ This gal is a suave trouper 
with a surefire personality. Voice 
is always pleasing, announcements 
are simple and effective and musi- 
cal arrangements are to be com- 
mended. Gets top billing in the line- 
up, and rates it. 

Rio Bros. close the show. The 
slapstick stuff wasn’t registering so 
well on the opening performance. 
but their slow motion holdup bit 
and a very swell soft-shoe precision 
dance got good attention. Either the 
boys were fatigued by a sleeper 
jump, or they thought the house 
didn’t rate hard playing, for they 
lacked sparkle. 

Dance Varieties, four girls and a 
boy, deuce with an assortment of 
hoofing which features taps, acro 
and buck. Boy does an eccentric 
solo and one girl an acro solo. Both 
okay, but nothing sensational in the 
precision work of the three line 
girls. 

Al Stone and Tish Lee found a 
dead house as they aired -their 
brand of comedy in the trey. Got 
some reaction to the hokum deliv- 
ery of ‘A-Tisket,’ with Stone sashay- 
ing around in a booby-baby outfit. 
complete with teething ring and 
bonnet. Sione toots a trombone well 
in a specialty bit. They lay too 
much emphasis on a recent London 
booking. Fox. 


CHI, CHICAGO 


Chicage, May 20. 
Eddy Duchin’s orch with Durelle 
Alexander, Top-Hatters, Burton 
Pierce; ‘Lady’s from Kentucky’ 
(Par). 








Always a favorite in Chicago, 
Duchin’s presence in the Balaban & 
Katz ace house is a guarantee of 
business and of entertainment. 
Though tied in with a flicker which 
indicaies little public approval, 
Duchin managed to assemble a well- 
filled auditorium at the supper show 
Friday (19). 

With only tvo small acts supple- 
menting his orchestra, Duchin sup- 
plies a full quota of entertainment 
for this mob. The two Top-Hatters 
are a man and woman roller-skating 
team and manage a goodly number 


of stunts to get over well. Do best 
with a match-lighting trick while 
whirling on the rollers. Burton 
Pierce is a neat-looking hoofer who 
comes through with performance in 
addition to his appearance. He 
works smoothly and his taps speak 
out clearly and to the point. He 
tops off his turn with a story in 
taps, giving a quick dance picture 
of a young colored fellow who finds 
four dollars on the sidewalk. Good 
strut stuff and pleasing to any audi- 
ence. 

So much for the two acts. The 
rest is the Duchin aggregation and 
Duchin. As ever, the best of the en- 
tire line-up is Duchin’s solo work 
at the piano. Works magic on any 
audience with that keyboard and his 
smart rendition of pop tunes is fine 
audience fodder anywhere. Unfor- 
tunately, the new set-up of the stage 
here prevents Duchin from using 
the solo piano on the pit elevator. 
Instead, must work rather far back 
on the stage and in with the rest of 
the band. But in spite of the me- 
chanical set-up, Duchin still is a 
maste- showman and he scores 
solidly. 

His orchestra comes through main- 
ly with up-to-the-minute tunes. For 
novelty stuff there is ‘Chestnut 
Tree,’ ‘Must Have Been a Beautiful 
Baby’ and ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,’ the latter a cornet arrange- 
ment by Lou Sherwood. 

Durelle Alexander is an easy win- 
ner with her pipes and fine delivery. 
Almost a ‘must’ now with the Duchin 
aggregation is ‘Old Man Mose,’ 
which registered at this catching in 
bang-up fashion. In all, Duchin has 
an all-around band, and scores in a 





theatre as well as he does in a nitery, 
ballroom and on the air. Gold, 
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APOLLO, N. Y. 


House Line (16), Mae Diggs, Pig- 
meat, Jimmy Baskette, Vivian Har- 
ris, Paul Harris, Flash & Dash, 
Jimmie Lunceford’s orch (14), with 
Babe Matthews, Dan Grissom, ‘Mys- 
tery of the White Room’ (U). 








The Apollo feigns no attempt at 
achieving the epitome in production 
this week, since the house is depend- 
ing mostly, and not unduly either, 
on Jimmie Lunceford’s band for 
marquee iure. With no help from 
the picture, the strong opening day 
biz must be attributed to Lunceford. 
Opening night the house was crowd- 


| ed on all decks. 
One of the less spectacular of the 


colored name bands, Lunceford’s is 
none the less showmanly by the 
same token. Indicative of the crew’s 
is the maestro himself; he’s 
suave, congenial and retiring. His 
sense of propriety, however, doesn’t 
permit the rest of the unit to recline 
in the background, for he gives them 
ample opportunity to set out for 
themselves. 

Outstanding among his specialities 
is Babe Matthews, who reaches into 
another world and plaintively ditties 
with equal effect. At this show, 
however, she attemptec tos much— 
b, popular demand—resulting in the 
final encore being anti-climatic. Also, 
that bit where an usher marches 
down the isle and presents her with 
roses, following her regular turn, is 
much too corny and easily .recog- 
nized as such by the audience open- 
ing night. 

Also with Lunceford is Dan Gris- 
som, saxer, who vocals ‘Heaven Can 
Wait’ pleasantly. However, he shows 
the need for stage presence. The 
band plays the first part of the show 
from behind a scrim, sans maestro, 
with the latter appearing later when 
the bands steps out on its own. 

Of the rest of the bill, Flash and 
Dash, colored tappers, click handily 
setting a terrific pace. With Paul 
Harris on the bill, too, there’s much 
too much sameness, since he’s also 
a tapper in the same idiom. While 
his taps are reasonably good, he’s in 
civies and suffers by the contrast to 
Flash and Dash, who are in tails. 

Mae Diggs is a comely, light-skin- 
ned tapper-singer, who leads the 
house line in a couple of production 
numbers. She’s personable enough 
but at times, along with the rest of 
the bill suffers from the usual lack 
of pace that accompanies an opening 
day show. The line was particularly 
ravged at this catching. 

Pigmeat, Jimmy Baskette, Vivian 
Harris (she mike-introes the whole 
card offstage as the curtain lifts) and 
Miss Diggs are in the usual sketches, 
which are nothing better than bur- 
leycue though this audience seemed 
to enjoy them. 

Satch and Satchel went off the 
card after the first two shows so the 
management could cut the bill to 75 
minutes, 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, May 19. 
Dave Broudy’s orch (16), Eleanor 
Powell, Andy Iona’s Hawaiians (6), 
Joe Kirk, Randall Sisters (3), Em- 
mett Oldfield with Eddie Ware, 
Picchianni troupe (6); ‘Let Freedom 
Ring’ (M-G). 








Eleanor Powell on stage and Nel- 
son Eddy on screen should put this 
WB deluxer back in clover again, 
Looked like old times here at first 
show this afternoon (19), with the 
house packed to the rafters and the 
overflow lined three and four deep 
down the side aisles. Stanley can 
stand the flush of prosperity again, 
too, for the famine’s been pretty 
acute at this spot of late. 

Powell's the magic, of course, but 
they'll go away talking about the 
rest of the show, too, and word-of- 
mouth won't hurt any down the 
stretch. Socko’s the only word for 
the flicker terper. She was that all 
the way and mob couldn’t get enough 
of her. Gal could have stayed on all 
day. Incidentally, she’s also one of 
the best ambassadresses of good-will 
Hollywood's sent along in some time. 
Miss Powell’s so gracious, sponta- 
neous, personable and _  eager-to- 
please that combo of talent and per- 
sonality, which pix have never mir- 
rored together very effectively, al- 
most overshadows her spectacular 
hoofing. 

She makes an earnest effort to in- 
gratiate herself with the crowd, talk- 
ing to the kids down front, tossing 
souvenirs at them and otherwise 
knocking down a good-sport rating 
without bending over backward to 
get that effect. P.a. should win her 
a flock of new additions locally to 
the cheering section for her films. 
Hollywood has given her worlds of 
poise and self-confidence. Last time 
Miss Powell appeared here, in an 
old Loew unit with Ed Lowry and 
George Sidney at the Penn more 
than five years ago, she balked at do- 
ing a couple of lines in a skit when 
another principal fell ill. “aid talk- 
ing would scare her to death. That 
phase of her career has gone with 
the wind, however. 

Layout gets off in whirlwind fash- 
ion with the Picchianni troupe, six 
spectacular trumblers who have the 
fastest and most breathtaking turn 

(Continued on page 39 
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Variety Bulls 





NEXT WEEK (May 26) 
THIS WEEK (May 19) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 
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| s @eccun Larue Village Barn Whirling Top Rita Ochmer Ed Leon 
Arthur Murray Eddie Davis Ore Howard Woods Orc| Geo Morris Ore ata oe 














Loew 





NEW YORK CITY | 
State (25) 

Neiss Tr 

Jimmy Shields 

Stone & Lee 

Duke Ellington Orc 


J Harold 


G 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (26) 
Murray 
Paul Haakon 

& J Dormonde 
Brown & Ames 
Pearl Robins 








Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (26) 
Dick Himber B 
Merry Macs 
Jotinny Barnes 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (26) 
Sylvia Froos 
Del Rios 
Dean Murphks 








RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (25) 
Grace Tanvini 
J Cole & E In Dan 
Will & Joe Mandel 
Rock Corp de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
BOSTON 
RKO Keith-Boston 
25-28) 
Mayo Bros & M 
Billy Reed 
Evans & Mayer 
Lowe Hite & S 
Elaine Arden 
Kidoodlers 
(18-21) 
Togo 
Dance Varieties 
Stone & Lee 
Neila Goodelle 





Palace (26) 
Eleanor Powell 


A Toana’s Hawa’ans 

Gracella Dancers 

IJ & J McKenna 

Josephine Huston 

Stan Kavanagh 

(19) 

The Roxyettes 

Tommy Trent 

Oxford Boys 

Melissa Mason 

M D’gias & Priscilla 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (26) 

B Goodman Orc 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (26) 

ene Krupa Rd 

Hudson Wenders 

Tommy Trent 


(19) 
Mae West Co 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (19) 
B Goodman Orc 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (2d wk) 
Ruby Newman Ore 

Adrian Rollini 3 

Bert Frohman 

Wiere Bros 

PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (19) 





Eleanor Powell 
Iona's Hawaiians 
READING 
Astor (19-20) 
Teddy Wilson Orc 

Lucky Sis 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (26) 




















LaVere & Ware Don Hooton 
F & J Hubert 4 Sharps & A Fiat 
York & Tracy Ballard & Ray | 
Donna Rehm PHILADELPHIA | 
(19) Carman (2nd) | 
Frank Gaby Bob Russell 
Jack LaVier Co Shanghai Wing Tr |! 
5 Maxellos (Two to fill) | 
Condos Bros PITMAN 
McNallie Sis B’way (27th only) ! 
Monroe & Grant Chin Bros 
LANCASTER Helene Faye 
Colonial (27th only) | Kemper & Hageg'ty | 
Mateer Bros | (One to fill) 
Murray & Ray: rond | WHLLOW GROVE | 
Jed Dooley C Willow Grove Park 
Novel Rev (28th only) 
MILWAUREE Mateer Bros | 
Riverside (19) Murray & Raymond! 
12 Aristocrats Sherrill Sis 
12 Bytonettes Jed Dooley Co 
Mare Ballero Shanghai Wing Tr 
Week of May 22 
Astoria Reggie Redcliffe 
2 Schenks Careline & Richards 


Dominion 
Younkman Ore 
Trocadero Kest 
Billy Costello 
Randolph Sutton 
C & F Simpson 
Ernest Shannon 
Adam & Troc Orc 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
Rolfe Holbein 
Victor Morston 
Sam Linfield Co 
CLAPHAM 
Granada 
Younkman Orc 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Toni Borelli Co 
Caroline & Richards 
Scott Sanders 
Premier 
Jose Moreno 
Johnson Clark 
Don Phillips & M 
GREENWICH 
Granada 








HAMMERSMITH 
Gaumont 


| 
Bower & Rutherf'd | 
Pointer 3 


Toledo 

Elly & Joan 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 

Sam Linfield Co 

Kingsley & Forde 
LEWISHAM 
Gaumont 

Rawitz & Landauer 





6 Wallabies 
Jones & Thomas 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Jose Moreno 
Johnson Clark 
Don Phillips & M 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Wences 
S & M Harrison 














Scott Sanders Renee Dymott 
Provincial 
Week of May 22 
DUNDEE LIVERPOOL 
— — a Shakespeare 
ee See ae Jimmy O'Dea 


Desmonds & Clair 




















Swing Mikado Bert Granoff Sylvia & Myles 2 Harry O'Donovan 
PITTSBURGH Buster Shaver Co Imtto Lalla Dodd 
Stanley (26) The Ghezzis 

Ritz Bros Melba 

(19) Sam Barton a 

Picchianni Tr 16 Gae Foster Gis Caba t Bill 

3 Randall Sis (19) Te Ss 

Emmett Oldfield Co' Wayne King Ore 

NEW. YORK CITY 
JOHNNY BARNES Armando’s Harry Armstrong 


THIRD 
PARAMOUNT, 


NOW 


Personal Management 
BERNARD BURKE, 22 W. 48th St. 


WEEK 
NEW YORK 




















World’s Fair 








NEW YORK 
Aquacade 


Eleanor Holm 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Morton Downey 
Gertrude Ederle 
Frances Williams 
Marshall Wayne 
Stubby Krueger 
F Waring Glee Club 
Corky Kellum 
Willie, West & M 
Pete Desjardins 
Crystal Palace 
Rosita Royce 
Wilma Josie 
Arthur Elmer 
Merrie England 
Ving Merlin Orc 
Dagenham Pipers 
Albertina Rasch Co 
Kings Horses 
Russell Bradshaw 
Louis Topps Co 
Harry Fetterer 
Old New York 
Marion Eddy 
Ann Pennington 
Amy Revere 


Marion Weeks 

Jean Bedini 

Fred Ardath 

Jack Conway 

Jack Howard 

Sam Kramer 

Jack Goldie 

Harry Pollard 

Hans Schweng 

Chester Hale Gis 

6 Tiny Rosebuds 
Cavaleade of 

Centaurs 

B A Rolfe Ore 

Steve Clemento Co 

Col Zack Miller Co 

Capt Wm Sterling 

Dave & Dolores N 

Bud Reagan 

Horace Lewis 

Howard Cragg 

Geo Gates 

The Gonzalez 

Rilly Keen 

Ralph Clark 

SG & Valeria S 

Anne Wilson 

Art Boden 

Tommy Privett 





Basil Stadnick 








Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (25) 
Capt J. Tiebor’s’S 
M & A Dancers 
Buck & Bubbles 


ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (28-30) 
Clem McCarthy 
Estelle Taylor 
Frank Parker 
Ann Miller 
12 Lonergan Gls 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (26) 
Henri Therrien 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Don Rice 
Gae Foster Roxy’es 
State (25-27) 
Jones & Dale 
Sherrell Sis 
Variety Capers 
(28-31) 


Novel Rev 

(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (26) 

Charlie Barnett Or 

Smith & Dale 

Cass Daley 

Rielly Family 


FREEPORT, L. L 
Freeport (24-26) 
Morgan & Randall 
Clifford & Marion 
E Barrymore Coll 
Pat Chandler 
Alma Bray 
Lornegan Gis (12) 
HUNTINGTON, LI. 
Huntington (26-28) 
R & E English 
Paul Regan 
Times Trio 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (26 





4 ) 
‘ 


c ) 
Clyde McCoy Bd 


oe) oe 
s 


79» 


Buddy Clarke Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 
Pat Kennedy 


Barney Gallant’s 


Frank McFarland 
Nellie Paley 
Bersch & Dockery 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Angelo’s Rh'mba Bd 
Linda March 
Carolyn Knight 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Florence Wyman 
Stuart Young 
4 Gobs 
Charles Strickland 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donnelly 
Harold Willard 
Chateau Moderne 
Paul Bass Ore 
Jill Roy 
Gabriel 
Lynn Russell 
Marion Farrar 
George Rixon 


Club 18 


Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jerry Kruger 
Judy Rudie 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Chas Macula Orc 
Carmelita 
Maria Del Carmen 
3 Gauchos 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway Orc 
Bill Robinson 
Sister Tharpe 
Tanya 
Katherine Perry 
Beachcombers 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Ruby Hill 
Son & Sonny 
Myra Johnson 
Vodery Choir 
Cuban Casino 
Aug Sanabrio Ore 
Quart Marcano Orc 
Consuelo Moreno 
DeLimas 
Nedra Madera 
Raquel Abella 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzi Scheff 
Buddy Doyle 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 





Elizabeth Murray 
EI Chico 


Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Fantasia Novia 
Joyita & Maravilla 
Romero Gomez 
Paquita Dominguez 
Dorita & Valero 


El Morocco 


Val Ernie Ore 
DeVera Rh'mba Bd 


Famous Door 
Louis Prima Ore 


Glen Island Casino 
Glen Miller Ore 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 


Don Ravel Ore 
Doris Reed 

Billy DeWolfe 

3 Musical Maniacs 
Gloria Gerard 
Nola Day 

Eve Arden 
Leonore Sola 
Molly Pearson 
Marion Baxter 
Gertrude Pershing 
Alice Anderson 
Vera Teatom 

Joe Lane 


Havana-Madrid 


Nano Rodrigo Orc 

Juanito San’bria Or 

El Caney 6 

Rosita Ortega 

Paloma 

Castilla 2 

Raul & Eva Reyes 
Hickory House 

Joe Marsala Ore 

3 Marshalls 

Hotel Ambassador 

Ramon Ramos Orc 

Hotel Astor Roof 

Rudy Vallee Orc 

Ginger Manners 

Bob Neller 

Frank Cook 


H'tel Belmont-Plaza 


Ernie Holst Ore 
3 Smoothies 
Joan Merrill 
Belmont Bailadee-s 
Adrian Rollini 8 
Hotel Biltmore 
Happy Felton Orc 
Ken Nealy 
Louis Dunne 
Lorraine Barre 
Billy Galbraith 
Mae Erickson 
J de Babary Ore 


Hotel Commodore 
Paul Tisen Orc 


Blue Barron Ore 

3 Blue Notes 
Ernie Straub 

Russ Carlyle 
Ronnie Snyder 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on the P’k) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 





| Betty Gale 


| Esther Shaw 


Jack Marshard 


Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Eddy Mayehoff Orc | 


Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Orc 


Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Orc 
Milt Herth 3 


Hotel McAlipin 


J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jan Garber Orc 
Jane Claire 

Vera Hruba 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Douglas Duffy 

May Judels 


Dureine Farley 





Ronny Roberts 
Hotel Park Central | 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Larry Clinton Orc 
Enrica & Novello 
Hotel Park Lane 
Freddie Starr Orc 
Bob Lido 
Al Harris 
Hotel Pennsylvania | 
Temmy. Dorsey 
Juck Leonard 
Edythe Wright 
Skeets Herfurt 
3 Esquires 
Hotel Pierre 
E Madriguera Orc 
P & G Hartman 
Skylarks 
Hotel 


Ore | 


Plaza 
Ore 
Mary Jane Walsh 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 





Joseph Smith Ore 


Le Coq Rouge 
Lady Strickland 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 

Le Mirage 
Marie Spalding 
Virg MacNaughton 
Stanley Evans 
New Yorkers 

Le Ruban Bleu 
Herbert Jacoby 
Hope Emerson 
Marie Eve 
Elsie Houston 
Greta Keller 
Graziella Parraga 

Leon & Eddie's 


Lou Martin Ure 
Eddie Davis 
/ tris Adrian 
Ting Pin Sou 
Royal Whirlwinds 
Lucky Sis 
2 High Spots 
Susan & Christine 
Jerri Withee 
James Keogan 
| Ann Bronte 
Wally Wanger 6 
Jack Osterman’s 
Little Club 


Roger Steele Ore 
Rita Renaud 
Virginia Curtis 
Rita White 

Betty Weaver 
Jeanne Hauser 
Gloria’ Grayson 
‘Scats’ Powell 

Hal Hixon 

N.T.G.’s Midn’t Sun 
Dorothy 
Dinera 
Lee Royce 
Jeanne Walters 


James 











Make Their 





FIRST TIME IN AMERICA 


Comedy Dancers Appearing on 


TELEVISION 


FRIDAY, MAY 26TH 


HARRIS and SHORE 


Appearance 
Station W2XBS, New York 


8:30 to 9:30 P. M., EDST 
Via M.C.A. ARTISTS, LTD. 


Over 














Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Emile Petti Orc 
Dwight Fiske 


Hotel St. Meritz 


Horacio Zito Ore 
Cassandra 
Angela Veloz 
Peggy Adams 


(Sky Gardens) 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Collett & Barry 
Yvonne Bouvier 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium RKoom) 
Dorothy Lewis 
M & M Simpson 
Sam Jarvis 
Erle Reiter 
Chas Baum Ore 
(Viennese Roof) 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniels 
Harold Richards 
Joe Rines Ore 


Hotel Taft 


Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 
Motel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Hal Kemp Orc 
Nan Wynn 
Mischa Borr 
Leo Le Fleur 
(Sert Room) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Georges & Jalna 
George Shelley 
Hotel White 
Lou Lang Ore 
Dan DeMattio 
Paul Hershon 
Joe Genelli 
International Casino 
Geo Hale Rev 
Milton Berle 
Harry Richman 
Allen Roth Ore 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Paul Remos Midget 
Jansleys 
Arno & Arnette 
Georgie Tapps 
Virginia Verrill 
Diosa Costello Ore 
K Parsons-A Sweet 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capello Ore 
Inga Borg 
Gladys Faye 
Princess Aloma 
Mary Lane 
Tanya 
Lee Leslie 
Gerri White 
Carter & Schaub 
Terry Shannon 
Peggy de la Plante 
Montmartre Boys 
Danny Higgins 
Sid Hawkins 
Vaugh Comfort 
Gonz'les & Christine 
John Rockwood 
Gene Walters 
Kit Kat Club 
Ray Durant Ore 
Dorothy Saulters 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Teddy Hale 
Velma Middleton 
Flash & Sunda 
Connie Harris 
Hotcha Drew 
Etsy Cooper 
Conway & Parks 


la Conga 

Pancho Ore 
Desi Arnaz Ore 
Diosa Costello 
Pancho & Dolores 
M’rtinez & Antonita 
Sarita Herrera 
Diane Del Rio 

La Marquise 
Bill Palermo Ore 
Gloria Whitney 
Harold Leonard 
Frances Connelly 
Nimo Nonno 





Elena McCoy 


a tarda i ri 


Mon Paris 


Charlie Murray Ore 
Mary Cohan 
Jimmy Rogers 


Monte Carlo 


Ted Straeter Ore 
Bob Knight Ore 
Dick Smart 
Elaine Bassett 
Peggy Healey 
Anita Colby 
Evelyn Kelly 
Rosanne Murray 


Onyx Club 


John Kirby Ore 
Lee Wiley 
Maxine Sullivan 


Paradise 


Richard Himber Or 
Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 
Gil & Mason 
Buddy & B Brunell 
Bob Parker 
Vicki Allen 
Barry McKinley 
Valya Valentinofft 
Rex Weber 

Pepper Pot 


Jce D'Andrea Ore 
Bob Matzi Ore 
Amedeo 
Al Ferguson 
Iris Raye 
Prince Singh 
Place Elegante 
Leo Lazaro Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Tommy Mills 
Ben Kauf 
Irve Harris 
Rex Gavitte 
Plantation Club 
Chris Columbus Ore 
Barrington Guy 
Sally Gooding 
Ross Collins 
Joyce Beasley 
Rene & Estela 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Al & Freddie 
Harris & Scott 
Rubberneck Holmes 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Orc 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Katherine Tate 
Patricia Ryan 
Helen Carroll 
Roberta Welch 


Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Orc 
Marilynn & Michael 
Rainbow Room 

Al Donahue Orc 
Wilma Cox 

Jack Cole Co 

Mary Martin 

Eddie Le Baron Ore 


Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
Ted Fio Rto Ore 
Joe E Lewis 
Faith Bacon 
Raye & Naldi 
Frazee Sisters 
Frank Paris 
6 Jitterbugs 
Russian Kretchma 
Nastia Pollakova 
Simeon Karavaefft 
Michel Michon 
Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 
Musical Maniacs 
Eddie Miller 
Fred Jagels 
Bobbie Trotter 
(Bermuda Room) 
Walter Powell Orc 
Dolores & Rossini 
Marion Joyce 
Martha Wrenshall 
Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Ore 
Versailles 
M Bergere Ore 
P &N Ghezzi 
Maitha Burnett 
Jay Howard 
Gilli Gilli 





Panchite Ore 


Gwen Williams 
Freda Sullivan 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolan 
Lou Valero 
Walter Donahue 
Billy Burns Co 





Paloma 

Irene Stanley 
Patricia March 
Russell Dracken 
Nora Williams 
Great Calvert 


| LOS ANGELES 


i Biltmore Bowl 
Hacker & Sidell 
| Grey & Kathleen 
Jeanne Darrel! 
Earle, Fortune & P 
Pinky Tomlin Ore 
Cafe Caliente 
Chuy & Mario 
Diana Castillo 
Julio Cervantes 
Luz Vasquez 
Pancho 
Eddie Aguilar Orc 
Cafe La Maze 


Park Avenue Boys 
Betty Jane Rhodes 
Matty Maineek Orc 
Club Ball 
George Yount 
Bruz Fletcher 
Club Versailles 
Jerry Lester 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Leonard Keller Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 


Coleman Clark 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Anson Weeks Orc 


Earl Carroll 


Paul Gerrits 
Lamberti 

A Robins 
Vivien Fay 
Susan Miller 
Beryl Wallace 
Dorothy Gerron 
Reginald Craig 
Igor & Tanya 
Trixie 





Archie Bleyer Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Gifford & Pearl 

| Alva Stepp 
William Calvin 
Gilbert & Howe 
Yasha Davidoff 


Grace Hayes Lodge 
| Grace Hayes 
| Lind Hayes 
| Joe Frisco 
Charlie Foy 
Nick Cochran Ore 
Hawalian Paradise 
Paunani Kealoha 
Kulani Kalili 
Paul Valencia 
Vincent & Mona 
Eddie Valencia Ore 
Indigo Cafe 
Sid Browns 
Jimmy Ellard 
Jack Frost 
Val Harris 
La Conga 
Francis Stevens 
Anita Estalita 
Lolita & Monita 
The Theodores 
Chavez Ore 
Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Fritzi Reynolds 
Little Hungary 
Valesco Co 


} 
Alex Golden Orc 
| 
| 


CHI 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 

H McCreery Ore 

Betty Bryant 

Don & Audrey LeM 


(The Buttery) 
Cleo Brown 
LeMaire Rhumba O 


Bali Ball 


Ralph Cook 
Kay Armin 
Roy Deitrich 
Chas Vagabond Ore 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Virginia Gibson 
Gloria Lee 
Hadley Gls 
Bert Granofft 
Bob Belmont 
Pauline. Swaon 
Betty Grey 
Herby Walsh 
Red Fields 
Patricia Long 
Phil Levant Ore 


Blackhawk 


Jack Teagarden Or 
Don Pedro Ore 
Linda Keene 

Bill Lockman 
Maxine & Clayton 
Eddie Barron 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Salinese Mm) 


Jean Loach 
Pliner & Earl Ore 


Blue Goose 


Evelyn Waters 
Al Lane 
Melody King 
Buck Hunt 
4 Hits & a Miss 
Bon Air 
Tony Martin 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Georges & Jalna 
Eunice Healy 
Rose Girls 
Brevoort Hote) 
(Crystal Room) 
Florence Schubert 
Charlies Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 
Broadmont 
Herb Rudolph Ore 
Tony Gray 
Sandy Creighton 
Martell & Dain 
Cowans 
Betty Storey 
Ruth Phillips 
Ralph Hovey 
Chez Buckley 
Dick Buckley 
Maritta Ryan 
Olga Anton 
Sam Bari 
Ralph Lindgren Or 
Chez Paree 
Lupe Velez 
Harriett Hoctor 
Betty Hutton 
Vincent Lopez Orc 
Romo Vincent 
Sterner Sis 
Don Orlande Ore 
Bvans Adorabies 
Club Al 
Stan Stanley 


a: qt 





Louis Prima 
Paula Gale ‘P.G'’ 
Lorenza Harlemites 

Marcel’s 
Gertrude Niesen 
Darryl Harper Orc 
Neville Fleeson’s 


Mandelay 
June Kilgour 
Joe Ortiz 
Jimmy Kerr Ore 

Omar’s Dome 
Baby Mack 
Dudley Dixon 
Cliff Richey 


Les Hite Oro 

' 

| Palomar 

| Lionel Kaye 

Searles & Lene 

The Amba'adorettes 

Artie Shaw Orc 
Paris Inn 

Dominic 

Shriner Twins & 

The Costellos 

Marg’ rite & M'rtinez 

Ken Henryson 

Eric Massey 

Henry Monet 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 


Phil Selanick’s ‘It’ 


Mauri Vaughn 
Alicia Graye 
Bill Lankin 
Lucille Young 
Wally Burke 


Seven Seas 
Danny Kaanna 
Hawk Shaw 
Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Al McIntyre 
E Bush Quartette 

Slapsy Maxie’s 
Slapsy Maxie 
Joe Plotski 
Andy Sorrelli 
Cully Richards 
Virginia Mathews 
Moore & Lewis ~ 
Weldon Barr 
Tommy Reilly Ore 

Somerset House 
Alec Morrison 
Johnny Lang 
Kay Gregory 
Carol Amis 
Harry Ringland 

Swannee Ina 
Gladys Bently 
Eddie Beal 

Topsy’s 
Duvall & Tregg 
Bo Jenkins 
Natalie 
Buddy Rogers Orc 

Trocadero 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Tito Swingtette 
Ed South Ore 

Victor Hugo 
Betty Bordon 
Carmine 
Skinnay 


CAGO 


Rosalie Buckley 
Shirley Ray 
Lil Gerard 
Oliver Harris Ore 

Club Alabam 
Dorothy DeHoghton 
Evelyn Nesbit 
Ann Suter 
Sadie Moore 
Jack . Irving 
Paulette LaPierre 
Allen Cole 
Effie Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dorothy Dale 
Dave Unells Ore 
Chaik Robinson Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 

Colony Club 
Russell Swann 
Terry Lawler 
Jose Manzanares Or 
Lew Fidler Ore 

Colosimos 
Bob Carney & Co 
Armando & Lila 
Bogash & Bardine 
Litka Kadimova 
Lee Mason 
Frank Quatrell Orc 
Pronaph Gis 

Club Delisa 
Sam Robinson 
Henriene Barker 
Smitty & Black 
Glenn Thomas 
Billy Eckstein 
Connie Morrow 
Chippie Hill 
Ethele Wilson 
Rhythm Willie 
Charlies Isom 
Partello Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Orc 
(Peacock Rm) 

Joe Vera 

(Pompelian Km) 

Irving Margrafft 
Del-Shore 

Geo Hamilton Orc 

Ruth Petty 

Three Linds 

Ed Morely 

Del-Shore Gls 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
Rochelle & Lolo 
Maxine R 
Ginger Harmon 


Duatch’s 
John Elliott 
Carlos & Dolores 
Betty Jerome 
Evelyn Harris 
Mort Lund Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Room) 
Ray Herbeck Orc 
Lathrop Bros 
Virginia Lee 
Westernaires 
Betty Benson 
Kirby Brooks 
Marine 4 
Harriet Smith Gis 
Herb Foote 
885 Club 
Keith Beecher Orc 


M 





Ennis Ore 





El Dumpe 

Jeanne Ellis 
Enid Phillips 
Bernie Green 
Whirly Gls 
3 Loose Screws 
Ray Stiebers Ore 
Sam Badis 

Famous Door 
Eather Whittington 
Bryan Wolf 
Eunice Hill 
Belle Baker 
Florine Manners 
Niki Nirhols 
Terry O'Toole 
Al Robinson Orc 


Franke’s Casino 


Dave Malcoim 
Fritzi Dey 


Marion Ford 
Easter & Hazelton 
Jean Moore 

Billie Rogers 


Buddy Kirbie 

Rocke Elisworth 

Bob Tinsley Orc 

Gay 90's 

Laurene NeVelle 

Lew King 

June Jackson 

Vanette Gls 

Pat Otis 

Bobby Danders Orc 
Golden Spot 

Sid Schapps 

Charlene Baker 

Hal Barber 

Irene. Fortes 

Lea Andrea 

Chester LeRoy Ore 
Grand Terrace 

Tondelaya & Lopes 

Rhythm Pals 

Ted Smith 

Gladys Madden 

Dot Adams 

Buck & Bubbles 

Geo D Washington 

Jean Starr 

Ear! Hines Ore 

Dusty Fletcher 

Leonard Reed Gis 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Toasty Pall Ore 
Carl Bock 
Nonnie Morrison 
Woody La Rush 
Lorraine Voss 
Harry’s N ¥ Cab’ret 
Jerry Bergren 
Alire Dawn 
Zita & Anice 
Gerry Healy 
Emma Calder 
Rankin Gis 
Chas Engels Ore 
Art Buckley 
Al Wagner 
Billie Myers 
Lee Berling 

Hickory Inn 
Kay Dare 
Joan & Eddie 
Tom Garvey 
Gondoliers Ore 


Hi Hat 
Sid Tomach 
Reis Bro 


Marion & Denis 
Jean Sargent 
Kretlow Gls 
Sid Lang Ore 
Ivanhoe 
Helen Irwin 
# lice Munson 
4 Hawalians 
L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdi 
Spyros Stamos 
Don Quixote Ore 
Ennio Bolognini Or 


Nappo Gardens 
Dolores Dawn 
The Selbys 
Millicent DeWitt 
Boots Brae 
June St Claire 
Stan Ritoff Ore' 


Old Heidelberg 
Old Heldelber 
Octet vdiee 
Robert Kessler 
Franz & Fritz 
Swiss Hili Billies 
Raoul Kantrow 
Herbie Orc 


Raddock Club 
Ione O'Donnell 
Ruth Deane 
Ilo Niles 
Irv Doernfield 
Diane Raye 
Jay Hill 
Lee Francis Ore 

Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 
Glen Gray Ore 


Milton Douglas 
Gil Lamb 

Staples & Cerny 
Kenney & Burke 


Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Parody Club 
Flash Evans 
Ida Brown 
Dolores Shaw 
Kaytherine Atkin 
Chic Sanders Orc 
Rose Bowl 
Willie Shore 
Retty Atkinson 
Dixie Painter 
Leon Mann 
Mary Stone 
Bernard & Henry 
Sol Wagner Orc 
Royal Frolics 
Dolly Kay 
Eddie White 
Anita Jacobi 
Anthony, A & H 
Al Trurk Ore 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 


Sherman Hotel 

(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

(Dome) 

James Hamilton 
Empire Boys 
lion Niles 
Jack & Jill Warner 
Jerry Glidden 


(Panther Eoom) 


Count Basie Ore 
Helon Humes 
James Rushing 
Mugesy Spanier 
8 Jitterbugs 
Carl Marx 


Silhouette 


Larry Forbes 
Jonune Joyce 
Lee Henderson 
Bernice Pembert 
Eddie Danders 
Joan Baylor 
Joey Conrad Ore 
Silver Cloud 
Frances Kay 
Jackie Allen 
Helen DuWayne 
Martin & Margo 
Eleanor Daniels 
Virginia Burt 
Paul & Chester 
Haze!) Zalus 
Nord Richardson 
Johnny McFali Ore 


Silver Frolics 


Or 





Harry Harris 














With 


MAE WEST SHOW 


7th WEEK 


JOHN GALLUS 
Placed by MARK J. LEDDY 








——— 











Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Buddy Fisher Oro 
Dorothy Convers 

Liberty Inn 
Pinky Tracy 
Toni Jene 
Margie Marshall 
Dorice Waters 
Billy Hill 
Rita Manning 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 
Bob Tank Ore 


Little Club 


Richard Denzler 
Roland & Francine 
Joe Kish Ore 


McGraws 


Marion Boyd 
Peggy De Vere 
Miss Buzz Williams 
Jack Tilson 

Chuck Andrews 
George West 

Phil Chinard 


McLaughlin's 
Neil Clark 
Nadja 
Mickey Dunn 
Ann Heim 
Bromberg Bd 

Millstone 
Ann Millstone 
Flo Whitman 
Ga:e Lawrence 
Betty Marries 
Della Bartell 
Jack Roland Or: 
Nyra Lou 
Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Sharone 


Minuet Club 
Joy Kalese 
Angila Triconi 
Dorothy Dawn 
Del Estes 
Renee Villon 
Art Fishers Orc 

Morrison Hote) 
(Boston Oyster 


House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 


Nameless Cafe 


Mancini Orc 
Ona Mayo 
Gwen Paul 





Margie Strong 





Evelyn Reed 


: 


Elaine Rabey 
Tony & Gene 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Sunny Carter 
Connie Fasesaw 
Dolores Green 
Jane Dare 
Don & Betty Lynne 
Patsy Johnstone 
Romayne 
Boo LaVon 
Marg Faber Gis 
Joel & Annette 
Inez Scott 
Jessie Rosella 
Dolly Sterling 
Patricia Perry 
Carmen 
S01 Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Sky Rocket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Bob Hannan Ore 
Byton Gls 
Stratosphere Club 
Princes Red Rock 
Frank Barbor 

Subway 
Ginger Dix 
Lucille Carroll 
Gladys George 
Gypsy Zena 
Mary Lou 
Frances Thomas 
Billy Kent 
Henry Sax Ore 

Susi-Q 
Bernie Green 
Saxon Sis 
Cheri 
Jules Scott 
Verne Wilson Oro 
Thompson's 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 
Jean & Aileen 
June Scott 
Sally Hyde 
Lolita Roche 
Alice Hansen 
Patsy Thomas 
Marsh MeCurdy 
Sammy Frisco Ore 

Three Deuces 
Baby Dodds 
Charles: McBride 
Lil Armstrong 
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Marjory Lane 

Wayne Bros 

5 Chicagoans 

Frankie Quatrel Ore 
Villa Moderne 

Carlos Molinas Ore 


Lonnie Johnsen 
(Off Beat Room) 

Anita O'Day 

Wingy Mannone 

Tramp Bd 

Lennie Esterd@all 

Jimmy McPartland 


Tower Inn 


Lucia Garcia 
rae sreaner Winona Gardens 
Inez Gonan Gigi Rene 
Lee Gls Lee Harmon 
3 Hawaiians Pat Allen 


Frank Davis Ore Virginia Gilbert 











Lee & Marion 
Clover Club 
Harry Weber Ore 
Marge Young 
Eleanor Gail 
Jean Hurley 

Flo Radke 
Don Kranich 
Margo 

Cole Twins 


Club Forest 


Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 


Dianne Lane 
Ria De Vere 
Peggy Hall 


Paria 
George Cerwin Ore 
Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Oro 

Mary Webb 


Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Art Norkus Orc 


Bernie Perella 
Michael Strange 
Johnny Morris 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 
Larry & Davis 
Nora Lewis 


Balconades : 
Clyde Knight Ore Kennywood 
Janet Lee Bunny Berigan Ore 
Ww 
Bill Green's | endy Diener 


Danny Richards 





winds up with a crack hula. Crowd 
was still stamping after the curtains 
closed in. 


Not a dull moment anywhere. 
Cohen. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, May 19. 
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FOX, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, May 19. 
Bob Crosoy’s orch (13), Dorothy 
Claire, Marion Mann, Rufe Davis, 
Orrin & Betty Lou, Ray Bauduc, 
Eddie Miller; ‘The Lady’s from Ken- 
tucky’ (Par). 





Town Club | Frincee Went” | Helen Kaye si Poaas Barer Ore | Felleaters Seer || Frank Gaby, Manetew (El. J0b | se ceetstiog thls season in te Sie 
‘ranc es Vera Welsh 7 ohnny Duffy . aVier . 7 S season in its 9, > 
Carl Abbott Nita La Tour Rendezvous Neil Buckley mow yum Monroe & Be ote aoe Hf seater Fox is transferred back tc the 
Gloria Starr Hazel Gregg Club Madrid Bob Matheson Orc Kier Morrison Ore ; . 2 ; | elevato latf 
May de Fili Frank Snyder Ore | simmy Rotas Ore Grace Brown Club Carlisle Steen Guts Torchy Runs for Mayor’ (WB). r platform and was good 
Patricia Page Gla | Rendezvous 12 Red Mitchell Ore ‘oh aa eceabemas enough to attract swell biz opening 
PHILADELPHIA Marguerite Claudet | \ 00'S: Siien Club Petite - Hae oe Breaking up a long run of band) day. Bob Crosby’s radio rating must 
Paul Burkette Sakon Giened Piccolo Pete Ore Great Huber engagements, house is  currently|>e high in this burg. judging from 
Anchorage Ruth Petty Lois Marie seo hg pip Marion Mason Woods & Br layi rg *ts and| the swell hand dished 
Frank Hall Dorothy Crooker Bob & M Gates pag wart Vera Barnett aale DI aed paying six standard vaude acts and 2 pe out by the 
Duval Sis Janice Joyce Lois Marie ile on Dave Jeffreys Sheers edhe weg providing 54 minutes of varied stage} mob when the platform ascended 
ea y at ) . she Sz prs . } - > : 
Sherry Lee_ -e papred ia | ay a en — Allen & Davis Claire Ray Gis fare. While all acts are okay lack | from the cellar at this viewing. 
Buddy Lewis Sunene Widien " Reno Cork and Bottle Nut I of a name is felt at the boxoffice.| Youth predominates throughout, 
y Blake Otto Richter Ore : Nut House 
Bellevue-Stratford | jog Fresetto Ore Babe Laway Jack Davis 


(Main Dining R'm) 
Meyer Davis Ore 


(Burgandy Room) 
Frank Juele Orc 
A Murray Dancers 


Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Garden Terrace) 


MeFariand Twins O 
Jean Arnold 

Burt Ennis 

Benny the Bum’s 
Larry Vincent 
Ramona 

Johnny Howard 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Carroll & Sherrod 
Dorothy Klaiss 
Kmar 

Sally La Marr 


Cadillac Tavern 


Henrique & Adrien 
Dean Edwards 
Eddie Thomas 
Beth Calvert 
Charles Arthur 
Jack Newlon 

Sunny Ray 

H Reynolds Ore 


Cafe Moroney 


Scarey Gavin 

Al Cubler 

Hal Pfaff Ore 

Miriam Brome 

Ruth Hale 

Tessie Nelson 

Isabelle Daniels 

Virginia Gane 
Club Morocce 

Joe Armstrong 

4 Pepperettes 

Peggy Snields 

Leslie Sis 

Lola Claire 

Mike Jaffree 

Allen Shaw 

Shirley 

Erma Linn 

Charlie Gains Ore 
Dude Ranch 

Cy White 

leggy Bowen 

Betty Herd 

Buckaroos Ore 

Dutkin’s Rathskeller 

Frank Ponti 

Tirzah 

Barr Sis 

Julia Roth 

Ginger Lynn 

Margie Drummond 

Irving Braslow Orc 


El Chico 


Kay Laverly 
Pola Montoya 
Kelse Carr 
Bubbles Shelby 
Maripn Robinson 
Jean Sheer 
Frances Deva 
Muriel Harrison 
Arlett Withers 
Ivan Tashman Ore 
Embassy 
Senorita Monteria 
Al Moore Ore 
Pedre Biance Ore 
George Clifford 
Vickie Lauren 
Muriel Daniels 
Dolores O'Neil 
Johnny Parrish 
Evergreen Casino 
Tommy Monroe 
Gail & Diane 
Billie Franz 
Gloria King 
Al Ethridge Ore 
Temple & Jaren 
Ruby Barth 


1523 Club 


Swing King Ore 
Ben Alley 

Beth Challis 
Dolores Merrill 
3 Bombshells 
Dave Franklin 
Pepper Garat 
Little Ernie 
Mitzi Lane 
Ethelind Terry 


Frankie Palumbo’s 


Ben Perry 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Brancheau & Fen 


Dorothy Landy 
Yvonettes (6) 
Bobby Morrow Ore 
Harris Tavern 
Alabama Corinne 
Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 
Hildebrand’s 
Charlie Neid 
Sandy McPherson 
Aimee Joye 
Del Le Roy 
Burns & Dunn 
La Mar & Morton 
Francis Russell 
Irene Dunn 
Richard Bach 
Bobby Lee Ore 
Jack Lynch’s 
Charles Smith 
Vincent Risso Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Powers Gouraud 
E & J Leach 
Eddie Peabody 
Rerry Bros. 
John A Martin 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletic Club 
Hal Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 

Bert Phillip’s 
Pep Babler Oro 
Ethel Seide) 
Gabby Rogers 
Blatz Palm Garden 
Gabby Rogers Ore 
Al Buettner Gre 

Blue Moon 
D Davidson Ore 
Virginia Rosen 








Lido Venice 
Jack Griffin 
Marcelle Marehand 
Arlene Day 
Sonny Mason 
Frank Dumont 
Bill Plumly 
James Facker 
Jerry Jay Ore 
Carmen 
Little Rathskeller 


Jackie Gleason 

Una Cooper 

St Clair & O’Con T 

Mle. Adra 

lilia Rose 

Victor Hugo Ore 

Johnny & George 
Maggie's 

Helen Maxwell 

Marie Ciair 

Lena Aristo 

Walt Wolford Ore 


Manoa Inn 


Leonard Cook 
Billie Richmond 
Judy Lane 
Romaine & Caw’rne 
Alexander & Evelyn 
Allworth & Yvonne 
Billy Gates Orc 


Open Door 


Bob Ridley 
Viola Klaiss Orc 
Purple Derby 
Buck Calhoun 
Gladys Jean 
Jean O'Neile 
Andy Russell 
Ray Allen Ore 
Jean Lamar 
M & B Mealey 
Anna White 
Dotty Moore 
Coster & Rich 
Bud & Kay 


Rainbow Terrace 

(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 


Rendervous 


Clifford Conrad 
Rita White 

Lloyd & Willis 
Paul Rich 

Jerry Tapps 

Bob Hargrave's Orc 


Stamp’s Cafe 


Bert Lemish Ore 

Jack Hutchinson 

Johnny Welsh 

Bubbles Stewart 

Warner 3 

Palmer & Forresta 
Larry Wyle 

Ruth Warren 
Sliver Lake Inn 

(Clementon) 


Mickey Familant Or 
Alice Lucey 
Florodora Sextet 
Jane Patterson 
Howard Fuller & Sis 
Lillian Russo 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 

George Reed 
Living Statues (4) 


Sun Ray Gardens 
Peggy Frame 


Nicke Gallucci 
Dick Taylor Ore 


1369 Cafe 


Bob Frame 
Nan Roberts 
Texas Plant 


Twentieth Century 


John Steel 

3 Parisians 

Stump & Stumpy 

Sybil Kay 

Flash Lare 

James Simmons 

Stylists 

Tommy Cullen Ore 
Venice Grille 


Claire Evans 
Fay Ray 

Joey Hayer Ore 
Babe La Tour 


Viking Cafe 


Jerry Delmar Ore 
Danny Montgomery 
Gaye Sis 

Flash Lane 

Mickey King 

Pops & Leroy 
Helen Brooks 


Village Barn 
Jewel Ello 
Jerry Taps 
Alex Gray Ore 
Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Ilse Hart 

Rudy Bruder 

Jules Flacco Ore 
Helen Worthington 
Ralph Corabi 
Rulson, Dorsha & B 
Carmen & Suzanne 
La Carmeleta 

Bill Evans 

Sid Golden 

Signor Karmino 

J & T Shellenh'mer 
Eldoradians 


Yacht Ci\ob 


Jimmy Bailey 
Kitty Helmling Orc 


Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 
Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Ore 
Chateau Club 
Stan Jacobsen Orc 
Johnny Poat 
Keller Sisters 
Paul Maul 
Taylor & Allen 
Alice Kavan 
Helen Honan 





Millie Wayne 
Le Blanc & Duch 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Ore 


Club Terris 


Gordon Genschore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Kathleen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 


Congo Club 
Ruth Johnson 
Morton Brown 
Willie Hatton 
Alberta Reed 
3 Esquires 
Pearl Moss 
Mary Reed 
Leonard Gay Ore 


Cornies Ship 
Joe Voss Ore 
Bobbie Stuart 
Bill Davidson Ore 
Ralph Lewis 
Railey & Lamarr 
Bert Gilbert 


Devines Eagles 
Wayne King Ore 
Billy Baer Ore 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Mabel Drake 
Dorothy Dale 
Red Roberts Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Jimmy De Palma 
Howard Geiger 


Mamile’s Grotto 


Gus Brhley Ore 
Virg Hoffman 


Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 
Herbie Holmes Orc 

Nancy Hutson 


Karl Ratsch’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 


Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Oro 


Last Round Up 


Jimmy Raye Orc 
Ken Keck 


Lindy’s 
Rick & Snyder 
Victor 
Edith Rae 


Log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 


Miami Club 


Dorothy Keith Gis 
Martyn & Margo 
Therese Rudolph 
5 Fabers 

Helen Holmes 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emerald 
Harriet Cross 
Johnny Davis Ore 


Medernistic 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Tony Salerno Ore 
Steve Swedis Orc 


Oasis 


Leo Shaw Ore 
Snooks Hartman 


Old Heidelberg 


Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Allen Dunn 
Alma Williams 
Babe Collins 
Suzanne 
Claudia Ferris 
Jean Renard 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
MeNalilie Sisters 
M & B Whalen 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Verna Burke 
Bessie Brown 
Thelma Stone 
Alrway Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 


Cedar Gardens 


Duke Melvin Ore 
Triza 
Rich’d Montgomery 
Mary Dixon 
Howard & Carita 
Helen Wiles 
Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
Leon LeVerdie 
Art West 
Jay Jason 
Elaine Castle 
Betty Co-Ed line 
College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 
Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Orc 
Spencer & Forman 
Doraine & Ellis 
Eleanor Woods 
Eddie Barnes 
Don Mitchell 
Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Orc 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 
Gourmet Club 
Louis Cina Ore 
Gloria Glenmore 
Marjorie Black 
Hatton’s Club 
Lenny Colyer 
Bob Armstrong 
Marsha Stone 
Ruth Parker 








Jean Allen 
Pat Marvin 
Helen Allen 
Romona Brownwell | 
Rose Vine 
Vindick Sis 
Jean Hamilton 
Harvey Lee Ure 
Sealer’s 
Tony Bauer Oro 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 


Schwartz 
Skipper Leone Orc 
Ray Wick 
Irene Griggs 
Claude Parmenter 
Ed Fitzpatrick Ore 
Lynne Honeycutt 


Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 


State Gardens 
Earl Rigg Orc 
Irene Schrank 
Verne & Evelyn 
Eleanor Rae 
Anita Allen 
Rosé Marie 
June Herman 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 


Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 


Tic Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
Natalie & Howard 
Eleanor Leonard 
Al Gale 
Betty Louis 
Virginia Grey 
Rosco Alls 
Al Samuals 
Clif€ Winehill 


Town and Country 
Club 


Tinney Liveng’d Orc 
Larry Powell 

Marty Hoff 

Cameo Gis 
Debutantes 

Johnny Little 
Trene Burke 

Helen Savage 
Dorothy Starr 
Laureen Nevelle 


Toy’s 
Case Landis Ore 


26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell) Ore 


Trocadero 
Miron Stuart Ore 
Jane Rubey 
Shutta & Kent 
Dolly O'Dea 
Woodard Sis 
Wirth’s Futuristic 


Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 

Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 


Wisconsin Roof 
Fran Meekin Ore 
M Merrymaker Orc 
Nic Harper Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 


Zanker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Orc 


Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Ore 
Wait Bergen Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Willard Potts Ore 
Bettie Allen 


Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Babe Sherman 
James & Peltz 
Chi-chi 

Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar's Ore 
Judy Janis 
Texas Jim Lewis 
Lone Star Cowboys 
Christine Forsythe 
Romany Three 


Hotel Statler 
C Hoagland Orc 
Jeanne Stewart 
Dor's Eaton 
Curtis Andrews 


Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vie Corpora 
Lindsay’s Sixy-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 

Monaco’s Cafe 
Ross Pierce Orc 
Don&#ally Jennings | 
Marilyn Maynard 


Mounds Club 
Orvelle Rand Ore 

Ohio Ville 
Freddie Carlone 
Mickey Katz 
Lester Cole Debs 
Mary & Ted Taft 
Pol-Mar line 
Southern Tavern 
Ted King Orc 
Kirk Wood 

Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Orc 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 


Or 





Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 


Boogy-Woogy 
Mike Zetz 
Harry Nosokoff 
Jojo Lee 
Reggie Dvorak 
Al Mercur 

Jim Buchanan 


Plaza Cafe 


Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Adele Curtis 


Eddie Peyton’s 
Mike Peyton 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Joyce Palmer 
Marion Muller 


Evergreen Gardens 


Curley Stewart Orc 
Aileen Dennison 
Louise Carol 


Jackie Wilson 4 Queens 
Louise Herold Dewey Moon 
Jack Morgan 
- Prema ae Chicquita 
} ontreras Ore , 
Conchita Riviera 
Baron Elliott Ore 
Hotel Seattoun Beverly Bennett 
aie Castle a Show Boat 
ae sie H Middleman Ore 


Bon Aire 3 
Hotel Schenley 
Howard Baum Ore 


Buzz Aston 
Jack Rogers 


Hotel William Penn 
(Chatterbox) 


Bernie Cummins Or 
Connie Barleau 
Waiter Cummins 
Dippy Johnson 


Billy Keaton 
Rose Kenny 
Betty Benson 
Co-Eds (5) 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 


Webster Hall 


Nelson Maples Orc 
Buzzy Kounts 


(Continental Bar) |W!!! Ward 

Billy Catizone George Weber 
Harry Martin West View 
Johnny Frits Earl Mellen Ore 


Al DiLernia 
Italian Gardens 


Del Fortescue 





Willows 
Etzi Covato Ore Ramona Men Music 
DETROIT 
Ambassador Imperial Club 
Bill Tracey Boyd Senter 


Nub Brown Ore 
Northwood Inn 

Zev Clay Ore 

Val Setz 

Ruthania & Malcom 

Roberta Jonay 

Sally Jo Nelson 
Palm Beach 

Amos Jacobs 


Gab! Lesley 
Sam Weston 
Gloria Shayn 
Yevo & Doro 
Dale Lynn 
Mel-Lowe Ore 


Rook-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Lowry Clark Ore 


(Motor Bar) B, Chevez & Dolores 
Peter Kent Ore Kitty Lee 
Chene-Trombliey Don Pablo Ore 


Aimes & Vivienne 
Powatan 
Sammy Walsh 
Lynn & Dearing 
Phil Grogan 
Bob-O-Lynn Gls 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Sake 
Don Harris 
Buddy Lester 
Santoro, & Lorraine 
Eddie Farley Ore 
Statier Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Chuck Shanks Ore 
George Register 


Jimmy Gargano Or 
Peggy McColl 
Del Rio 
Dorothy Secrest 
billie Gerber 
Commodore Club 
Gardner Smith Orc 
Charley Masters 
Margo Gavin 
Jack Farrell 
Club Frontenac 
Frank Gillen Orc. 
Vi-Mar Duo 
“Lynn Sherrill 
Gloria Miller 
Elaine Manzi 


Jay Jason Al Shanks 
Sweethearts (8) Fred Nole 
Cliff Bell's To-Jo Farms 


Four ©)d Timers 
Hal Boorn Ore 


Kaye Andre 
Harker Thomas Ore 








House Reviews 











STANLEY, PITT. 





(Continued from page 37) 


of its kind outside the Big Tent it- 
self. A smash from start to finish, 
with their finale, that triple somer- 
sault through the air into a chair on 
the shoulders of one of the guys, 
leaving the customers with their 
tongues hanging out. Joe Kirk, who 
m.c.’s the show, occupies the second 
niche with some comedy radio im- 
pressions. Moderately brisk turn 
but he got a bad break because, un- 
known to him, Radio Ramblers week 
before had told most of his gags 
and done lot of his stuff on same 
stage. Kirk hurriedly svbstitutec 
some new material for the seconc 


how. 

Randall Sisters, three attractive 
looking femmes in smart-looking 
white gowns, score a bull’s-eye with 
their vocal session, clicking continu- 
ously with slick and nicely-handled 
arrangements of ‘Music in the Morn- 
in,’ ‘Alexander’s Ravtime Band’ and 
a hill-billy ditty, ‘Wien Pa Was 
Courting Ma.’ For an encore, gals 
come through with a nice novelty 
when, all together, one sings ‘Long 
Way to Tipperary,’ another does ‘Ru- 
fus Johnston Rastus Brown’ and 
third pitches in with ‘Dancing in the 
Moonlight.’ 

Emmett Oldfield, assisted by Ed- 
die Ware, clicks the easy way with 
his standard comedy acro act, clock- 


| ing a flock of laughs along with the 


usual palm-pounding for his strong- 
arm trick stuff. They come back in 
one, Dave Broudy’s house orch 
moves from stage to pit and Chris 
Schamberg, Miss Powell’s own musi- 
cal director, takes over the baton 
for her first number, a_ soft-shoe 
rhythm dance preceded by some in- 
timate Hollywood talk at the mike. 
While she’s changing, Andy Iona’s 
Hawaiians, string sextet, run through 
a couple of pops, with Iona doing a 
whiz of a job on electric guitar. Miss 
Powell comes back in grass skirt to 
do a routine from ‘Honolu u’ and 


Pit orch works on nicely dressed 
stage throughout in an attempt to 
give the show an impression of big- 
ness. 

Opens with Monroe and Grant, 
standard trampoline act with the 
customary comedian and_ straight 
man. Come on in break-away truck 
for a novel entrance and their 
tumbling is good. They’re followed 
by the McNallie Sisters, four young 
girls who open with a song, then go 
into a kick routine as a foursome, 
finishing with a trio tap. 

Jack LaVier does an okay com- 
edy horizontal bar routine in old 
fashioned costume. His partner 
used only for walk-ons. Condos 
Brothers deliver seven minutes of 
fast hard shoe taps, winning the mitt 
slaps with their fast rhythm and fin- 
ishing with a tap duo while sitting 
in chairs, Frank Gaby, ventriloquist, 
does some nice double-voicing with 


personality. 


singing. 


Maxellos (New Acts) close. Three 
men and two girls work smoothly at 
risley work. 


Biz thin at third show Friday 
(19). Kiley. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 


Arrival of England’s King and 
Queen in Quebec, their reception by 
Canadian government officials and 
first pictures on the departure of the 


considerable lift. 


that 
stepped on North American soil, 
alone covers the event. Par also 
leads the procession with four 
other principal news stories. 


Expert handling marks Par’s cov- 
erage on the royal Party. showing 
the main events leading up to the 
departure from England and scenes 
enroute. The tremendous welcome 
accorded the pair is inculcated by 
superb sound recording. There is no 
sound-recording in closeups as Cana- 
dian notables meet the royal guests, 
but the warmth of the reception and 
simple dignity of the visitors are 
nicely captured in the trim pho- 
tography. Besides the two recep- 
tions, one indoors, the review of the 
guards and a ride in a bullet-proof 
auto down crowded streets is neatly 
glimpsed. Entire screen story takes 
nearly eight minutes. 


Everything else seems anti-cli- 
mactic. Coal strike on two fronts is 
among the _ features. Metrotone 
catches state troopers gua*ding non- 
union miners in Harlan County, Ky., 
while Pathe shows termination of 
conferences between union and 
operators in N. Y. which sent Ap- 
palachian miners back to work. 


Universal shows up nicely with 
its usual quota of the unusual. Reel 
chips in with showmanly handling 
of General Motors’ diorama by Nor- 
man Bel Geddes at th N. Y. fair 
and grabs human interest angle in 
Sabetha, Kas. milkin contest 
among fair contestants. also has 
drive against the cricket scourge in 
Washington. Same newsreel sup- 
plies graphic shots of army planes 
speeding in formation. 


Departure of battleships from 
N. Y. harbor is a timely contribution 
of Metrotone. Also departure of 
Fred Snite, the ‘youth in the iron 
lung,’ for France. Defeat of ‘Johns- 
town’ in the Preakness at Balti- 
more’s Pimlico track is dramatically 
handled by Clem McCarthy, Pathe. 


Trick diving feats, captured with a 
slow lens, by performers in Billy 
Rose’s Aquacade at the N. Y. World’s 
Fair, is swell photography by Movie- 
tone. Latter also does the amateur 
fight finals. Paul Douglas regis- 
ters for the same nev'sreel in word- 
picturing the six-day bike race at 
Madison Square Garden, Aussie 
boatmen in freak race and Welles- 
ley College femme swimmers. 

Par’s timely news coverage in- 
cludes Moral Rearmament meeting 
at Madison Square Garden, marriage 
of Robert Taylor and Barbara Stan- 
wyck, use of food stamps in Roches- 
ter, N. Y., in first of the Government 
experiments and trick and humorous 
views of fleet arriving in Los An- 
geles. Lew Lehr is better than usual 
with his ludicrous comments on odd- 
looking fish. Pathe shows America’s 
mother of 1939. Movietone has dull 
fashion footage. Reel also treats the 





Polish Corridor situation routinely. 
Wear. 


is | 


a dummy in lightning switches of 
He has a novel angle 
when he intreduces a midget who 
forms the words of a song with his 
mouth while Gaby does the actual 


royal party from Portsmouth head- 
line the new show here and give it 
Paramount's story 
of the epoch-making event, first time 
any British monarch had 


and Crosby starts the ball rollin’ by 
batoning the tooters through the 
‘Beer Barrel Polka’. During this 
number Ray Bauduc, the drummer, 
draws the spotlight with the first of 
|his hot work. Dorothy Claire, a 
| songbird who apvears to be still in 
her teens, comes on to warble Hoo- 
ray For Spinach,’ ‘Three Little Fish- 
ies’ and, for an encore, ‘Butier and 
Egg Man,’ being teamed with one of 
the tooters for the last number. She’s 
a looker, possesses harmonious pipes, 
but a tendency to over-clown. 
Crosby’s interp of ‘The St. Louis 
Blues,’ in which Eddie Miller, a war- 
bler with the band, collabs with a 
trombone and a clarinet, is a sock. 
Another pair of youthful performers, 
Orrin and Betty Lou, are very agile 
in their tap routine, though their 
repertory seems to be crimped by 
the small working space. Marion 
Mann, a looker, the second singer in 
the show, clicks with her deliberate 
rendition of ‘And The Angels Sing,’ 
and ‘Sing a Song of Sunbeams’. The 
brass section works well during 
these numbers. 
Next comes three members of the 
band who give a burlesk of Sally 
Rand’s fan dance, It’s a laugh-puller, 
but some of the more risque pan- 
tomime could well be ditched. Crosby 
puts away his baton for the next 
notch, in which he warbles ‘Sly Old 
Gentleman,’ ‘Small Fry,’ and ‘Pocket- 
ful of Dreams’. He had a hard time 
begring off. The Bob-Cats, a section 
of the band. scores with ‘Monkey 
Mary,’ and then Bauduce and bull- 
fiddler hold the limelight with a 
routine durine which Bauduc beats 
the strings with his sticks while the 
fiddler fingers the instrument. 
Rufe Davis is an added act. His 
intervretation of Donald Duck sing- 
ing ‘Hold Tight’ smashes. “The South 
Ramnart Street Parade.’ composed 
by Baudue and played by the orch, 
brings the show to a close. Sahu. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


| 








; Chicago, May 20. 
Reynolds & White, Ward & Mil- 
ford, Parker & Frederick, Pegleg 
Bates, Kenneth Vogt, Sweethearts 
Verne Buck’s orch; ‘First Offenders? 
(Col) and ‘Almost a Gentleman’ 
(RKO), dual, 





Strictly a family time show in this 
downtown spot currently. Of the 
five acts, one of which is an amateur, 
there are four musical acts and the 
other is a dancing turn. Also, there 
is the Sweethearts line, so the show 
has little to worry about on the 
musical side; though how this all 
comes up to the label of a variety 
show is another question. 

_ Reynolds and White are standard 
in family time vaude and always 
okay with their novelty musical 
work in circus tramp costume, Good 
hoke on the exploding instruments 
and especially effective is the femme 
quick costume change from tram 

outfit to evening gown on the act’s 
bow-off. Muriel Parker and Charles 
Frederick are a singing couple who 
make good with the audience here, 
singing semi-pop tunes for the most 
part and clicking at the finish with 
a rather long modern-lyric arrange- 
ment of a number out of ‘Rigoletto’. 

Ward and Milford have some of 
their own comic interpretations of 
opera with their hoke piano, talk 
and songs. Man comes through best 
with his nickelodeon piano, Pegleg 
Bates scores with his novelty dance 
routine. Has some good patter and 
a new dance arrangement that puts 
him over cleanly. 

Amateur on the show from last 
week’s contest is four-year-old Ken- 
neth Vogt, who sings like a four- 
vear-old. Sweethearts are good in 
their two chorus numbers. Verne 
Buck is a splendid m.c. on all counts, 
handling the acts smartly and the 
audience with great showmanship. 
Biz good last show (19). Gold. 





Ted Weems Heading West 
Chicago, May 23. 

Closing at the Drake Hotel here 
after six weeks in the Gold Coast 
room, the Ted Weems orchestra hops 
westward to pick up a seven-week 
stay at Catalina Island on the West 
Coast for the summcr. 

reaking the jump with a series 
of one-niters with an 1l-day sojourn 
at Lakeside Park in Denver, starting 
June 2. 





Balte, Burley Quits 


Baltimore, May 23. 
The Gayety, burlesque house here, 
‘folded Saturday (20). 
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‘Someone's Better 


B.0. May Give 


It Mex Standoff in Theatre Disput 





i 


Jack Kirkland, who has been 
militantly managing his ‘I Must Love 
Someone,’ was denied a restraining 
order against the Vandolmar Corp., 
which proposed ousting the play 
from the Vanderbilt theatre, N. Y. 
However, now that Martin Jones and 
Henry Olmstead, who operates the 
house, are in a position to force the 
show to move because of a breach 
of contract, indications are that the 
combating managements will get to- 
gether and continue the engagement. 


Kirkland may still have the laugh 
on the critics who slammed ‘Some- 
one,’ same going for the Shuberts 
who replaced the play at the Long- 
acre to book in ‘Wuthering Heights,’ 
a short-lived flop. ‘Someone’ was 
the only show’on Broadway to bet- 
ter its pace last week, when there | 
were declining grosses all along the | 
line. Show is particularly a live one 
in cut rates and the increase in tak- 
ings was estimated around $1,000 for 
a gross approximating $5,000. Ticket 
people say that ‘Someone’ is among 
the expectedly limited number of at- 
tractions which should weather the 
summer period. 

For those reasons, it was figured 
the differences between the show | 
and house would be adjusted, attor- ; 
neys for both sides have so advised. ! 











Hair Stimulator 





Mike Goldreyer,. press agent 
for ‘I Must Love Someone,’ para- 
phrased the Critics Circle prize 
play stunt by getting the Police 
Gazette to name the show as ‘the 
best play of the year.’ 

Barber shops’ former favorite 
publication ‘officially’ informed 
the p.a., stating that its publisher, 
drama critic, associate editor and 
picture editor voted unanimously 
for ‘Someone.’ 


PHILLY’S LEGIT 
GROUP STARTS 
OCT. 9 








Philadelphia, May 23. 
Philly’s latest theatre movement 
of its own crystallized into definite 


| Little Theatres Organize 





Charles H. Meredith, former direc- 
tor of the Dallas Little Theatre and 
| now director of the Dock St. Theatre 
‘at Charleston, has been named presi- 
ident of tae Confederacy of American 
Community Theatres at Washington. 

Vice-presidents are F, Cowles 
Strickland, Washington; Miss Jane 
Keeler, Buffalo; W. Zolley Lerner, 
|Kansas City, and Mrs. Burton W. 


James, Seattle. 
| 


'LITTLE THEATRES GET 
RESPITE FROM EQUITY 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Little theatres get a breather from 
Equity in tempered rulings endorsed 
| by Screen Actors Guild, American 
| Federation of Radio Artists and the 
American Guild of Musical Artists. 
Dropped is the requirement that 
amateurs be paid during second 
and third year training, and seating 
capacity of little theatres in that 
classification was raised from 200 to 
300. Junior actors with less than 
10 weeks’ stage experience are ex- 
empted from the contractual clause 
requiring compensation. 

Coin paid class B members of 
SAG, AFRA and AGMA are reduced 
to $10 weekly wherever members 
are entitled to compensation and 
they are to pay Equity $10 for a 
permissive certificate. All amateurs 


Dallas, May 23. 











W. Herbert Adams is acting for the | form here late last week. Called} pay $5 for a working permit and $1 
Vanderbilt and Harry Oshrin for! Philadelphia Theatre, Inc., it is now| for renewal with each subsequent 
‘Someone.’ Kirkland and Oshrin are’ <,Kedded to start its season Oct. 9 production, with payments applic- | WPA by Bernard Ulrich and Mel- 


operating ‘Tobacco Road,’ but the 
latter is not interested in ‘Someone.’ | 
Ad Copy Trouble 

When the play, which is based on | 
the Florodora Sextette, moved from | 
the Longacre, Kirkland used ads in 
the dailies playing up the sex part 


of the billing. Copy anent the change | east and rehearsed in New York. | 


of theatres was to the effect that | 
‘Someone’ was moving to ‘a new | 
fancy house.’ That started the trouble 
and Justice Bernard Shientag sided | 
with the Vanderbilt management in | 
objecting. Other complaints made 
by Jones, Olmstead and others asso- 


at the Walnut St. theatre. Five plays 


| will be presented for two weeks each 


and, if successful, a second season 
will be inaugurated in the late win- 
ter. 

Plays will be 100% Equity, being 


Leslie Spiller, who has had experi- 
ence both 
Broadway, will direct. 


A subscription campaign will be 
inaugurated, along the lines of that 


in Hollywood and on| 


lable on initiation fee in Equity 
| should player get a commercial job. 
It’s expected that liberalization 
rules will bring Pasadena Commu- 
nity Playhouse into Equity fold. 


ATS’ ’39-40 Advance 
Sale Bright in Pitt 


| Pittsburgh, May 23. 
| ATS subscription outlook for next 











| of the ATS, but lower. Two seats; season at Nixon looks encouraging, 


ciated Git: theta: Snatading the Me-| will be sold for the five days at $10,| with reservations already running 


Leans of Washington, concerned cer- 
tain lines inserted in the script and} 
the type of burley pictures in front | 
of the theatre. The McLeans became | 
interested when the house was re- 
modeled last summer. Late last week 
the offending lines went out, indi- 
cating Kirkland’s inclination to talk 
things over. Latter was supposed to 
submit ad copy to house management 
as stipulated in the booking con- 
tract. He ‘forgot’ to do so. 


Foreclosure Judgment 
Vs. Davidson, Milw. 


Milwaukee, May 32. 


Foreclosure judgment against the 
Davidson theatre, sole legiter here, 
and the Medford hotel, was granted 
Friday (19) by Circuit Judge Daniel 
W. Sullivan. The foreclosure suit 
was brought by the First Wisconsin 
Trust Co., trustee for. a bond issue, 
against executors of the estate of the 
late Nat Stone, who had the theatre 
and hotel under a long term lease. 


Judge Sullivan held that the es- 
tate owed $137,202 in bond principal, 
interest, taxes and attorney fees. 
Under the law the executors have a 
year in which to pay this amount, 
but a stipulation was made by at- 
torneys to permit a sheriff’s sale of 
the properties at an earlier date. 


Stone in 1911 leased the property 
on which the theatre and hotel stand 
from S. A. Tolman of Chicago, the 
owner. The lease was for 198 years. 
In 1923 the Medford hotel was built, 
financed partly by a $450,000 bond 
issue, which was secured by the 
leasehold on the theatre and hotel. 
The First Wisconsin Trust Co. was 
named trustee, Interest on the bond 
issue was defaulted in 1932 and 
$43,400 is owed on the principal. 











‘Prince’ Opens Outdoor 
Louisville Spot July 3 


Louisville, May 23. 


Summer season of operettas at 
Iroquois Amphitheatre will get 
under way July 3, the Shuberts pro- 
ducing. John Shubert will be resi- 
dent manager and season will open 
with ‘Student Prince,’ with Conrad 
Thibault, Charles Collins and Dor- 
othy Stone already engaged for 
roles. ; : 

Season is set for six weeks and 
may be prolofiged if’ biz warrants. 


which means a $1 scale. Just how 
house will be scaled for ordinary 
boxoffice sale has not been decided 
—probably no more than $1.50. Sub- 
scription office has already been 
opened at the Walnut, with three 
employees set there for the summer 
and up to the time of opening. 


Mrs. Mildred Byram Fishman, 
originator of the plan, is in active 
local charge, with Spiller in entire 
charge of direction. Dr. Charles 
Beury, president of Temple U. and 
one of the officers, is the owner of 
the Walnut St., which will house the 
new enterprise. 

Although the cast will be entirely 
professional, a dramatic training 
school will be established here in 
connection with the movement. At 
the meeting last week in the Belle- 
vue Stratford, Morris Carnovsky, 
Vivienne Segal and Catherine Lit- 
tlefield were speakers. 








FAY’S TORONTO NIX 





Reconsiders Cancellation 


Toronto, May 23. 





accepting the decision of Frank Fay 
that he would not fill the Toronto 
engagement of Frank Fay’s Show be- 
cause the Royal visit had hit Mont- 
real’s theatres hard, house has sub- 
sequently turned down his recon- 
sidered proposal that he play this 
town week of May 22. 
originally feared the Royal visit to 
Toronto would cause a similar biz 
| Slough here. 


The Royal Alexandra had run 
display ads in the Toronto dailies 
announcing the cancellation and ut 
on an extra boxoffice staff to han- 
dle returns. 





U. of P.’s Long Tour 
Philadelphia, May 23. 


Club show next fall. 


of a musical meller, ‘Great Guns.’ 


New cities added to the usual out- 
of-town itinerary are Detroit and 
Boston. 





aes 


Cleveland and Chicago.’ '-" °' 


House Refuses Unit Date After He 


With the Royal Alexandra here 


Fay had 


Road tour will also include | 


'considerably ahead of this time last 
|year. Weekly figure during 38-39 
was better than $4,500 and chances 
look bright for bettering that in 
coming campaign. 


| Increase is laid to the strong line- | 


‘up ATS presented during past sea- 
|son, There was only one _ miss, 
|‘Brown Danube,’ in a series of six. 
Others were all established success- 
es, ‘Of Mice and Men,’ ‘Our Town,’ 
‘Amphitryon 38,’ ‘Golden Boy’ and 
|a split between ‘Sea Gull’ and 
| ‘Idiot's Delight.’ 

Reservations so far are all the 
more encouraging inasmuch as ATS 
hasn’t so far announced a single at- 
traction for 39-40. ‘Family Portrait’ 
is reported definitely set, but that’s 
all. 


Negroes Library Preem 


| The Rose McClendon Players, 
aimed as a permanent Negro acting 
group, opened its first production 
last week in the Harlem branch of 
the New York Public library. Play 
was the preem of Ferdinand Voteur’s 
‘A Right Angle Triangle.’ 

Dick Campbell directed and the 
sets were designed by Perry Wat- 
kins. 











Equity Suspends 2 

Guy Beach and Marilyn Fink were 
suspended for cause Monday (22) by 
Equity council for violation of the 
association’s rules. Charge against 
Beach was operating a non-Equity 
stock company. Miss Fink was pun- 
ished for joining the troupe. 

Charges were brought by Frank 
' Dare, Equity’s Chicago rep. 


Future Plays 


‘Once Upon a Night,’ farce by Mil- 
ton Lazarus, has been acquired by 
Lee Shubert for fall production. 
| Script was previously held by Laur- 


lence Schwab and Julien St. Charles 











Longest road tour in its 52-year | Chaqueneau. 
history has been arranged for the 
U. of Pennsylvania’s Mask and Wig | with Dr. Gustav Eckstein in Cincin- 

Fifteen cities | 
have been skedded for appearances 


Guthrie McClintie is conferring 
nati about a new play latter is writ- 
ing. The work is about contempor- 
ary American life, as yet untitled. 
McClintic expects to produce it early 
‘in the fall. 

‘Summer Nights,’ a new play by 


Trenton, Harrisburg, New York,;| Sidney Howard, is expected to be 
Allentown, Scranton, Montclair, | ready for unveiling in September. 
N. J., Wilmington, Del., Hartford,| Sara Allgood is set for an important 
Conn., Albany, Rochester, Buffalo,| role, but two other leads have yet 





to be found. 





Co-Op Advertising 


o- ——~- 


Four top dramas on Broadway 
were grouped in combination ads 
which appeared in leading Sune 
day (21) papers of 10 key cities, 
Attractions represented were 
‘The Philadelphia Story,’ ‘No 
Time for Comedy,’ ‘The Little 
Foxes’ and ‘Abe Lincoln in Illi- 
nois.” Copy which was carried 
in eight-inch, double column 
space, reads: 

‘When in New York see four 
of America’s stars,’ they being 
Katharine Hepburn, Katharine 
Cornell, Tallulah Bankhead and 
Raymond Massey, appearing in 
the respective shows. Towns 
where the ads appeared were 
Washington, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Boston, Buf- 
falo, Baltimore, Pittsburgh and 
Atlanta. 


Insertions cost around $1,200, 
each show’s share approximating 
$300. 


SWING MIKADO’ 
MAY GO ON 
ROAD 








Although ‘Swing Mikado’ fared 
|badly after being taken over from 





| vin Ericson, of Chicago, and was 
| shut down at the 44th Street, N. Y., 
after three weeks, plans are being 
mulled to send the colored Gilbert 


| and Sullivan show to the road, pos- 
sibly after a reopening in New 
York. The anticipated battle of 
‘Mikados’ hardly came off, for the 
business of the ‘Hot’ version also 
slipped downward at the Broadhurst. 


Whether it was the opposition of 
the former relief outfit that affected 
the ‘Hot’ show was not clearly in- 
dicated, because grosses for most at- 
|tractions on the list sagged badly 
during the month and the takings of 

the ‘Swing’ version averaged only 
$4,000 weekly. That figure was about 
50%- under the cost of operation. 


Little coin was spent for exploi- 
|tation, new management evidently 
figured the publicity accorded the 
show previously and word of mouth 
would carry it. However, the show 
passed to commercial auspices with 
the advent of the World’s Fair, 
from which dates the Broadway 
slump. 


Understood that Ericson, who has 
been ill abed for two weeks, is 
anxious to reopen ‘Swing.’ House 
was rented for four weeks. Rent for 
the final week and salaries to the 
cast for this week are said to have 
been paid. Management will send 
the company back to Chicago, if 
plans for a resumption in N. Y. do 
‘not eventuate, and it is proposed to 
| play a repeat date there. 

While the ‘Hot’ show is produc- 
| tively much more elaborate, esti- 
mated the ‘Swing’ version is in the 
red around $40,000. 





| 











CAP O’BRIEN’S SON IN BIZ 


Theatre as a Career for Lawyer’s 
Son Robert 





Robert B. O'Brien, sor of Dennis 
F. (Cap) O’Brien, the theatrical at- 
torney, will join Charles Coburn at 
the Mohawk Drama Festival, upstate 
New York, this summer, and make 
the stage his career. 


Young O’Brien graduates from 
Brown next month and was prom- 
inent in undergraduate theatrical ac- 
tivities. He produced, co-authored 
and participated in the last two 
Brown U. productions. In the same 
class, Phil Reisman’s (RKO) and 
Max Fleischer’s (Par) sons were 
likewise active in student play pro- 
ductions. 





McClintic May Sail 


Guthrie McClintic has booked 
passage to sail today (Wednesday) 
on the Queen Mary for London. 
Claimed late yesterday (Tuesday) 
that he wasn’t sure of leaving, but 
if so he would: be gone about three 
weeks. 


Producer has three plays, by Rob- 
ert Ardley, George Seaton and Gus- 
tave Eckstein, tentatively lined up 
for fall. Understood he hopes to buy 


the U. S. rights to a current London 
show. , 
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N.Y. TICKET BILL. 
LOST IN 
SHUFFLE 


An effort was made to reargue the 
Coudert-Mitchell ticket bill in the 
N. Y. state senate late last week, but 
the measure was lost in the shuffle 
of the legislature’s closing rush, that 
body adjourning Saturday (20) night. 
Bill would have turned the licensing 
of agencies over to the city and the 
price of tickets would have been 
limited to 75c over the box office 
price, as stipulated in the League 
of New York Theatres-Equity code, 

Reported that Mayor La Guardia 


urged the reconsideration of the 
Coudert-Mitchell measure. It ap- 
pears that two other bills which 


aimed to tax admissions for the state 
were also snowed under. 

In show circles it was stated that 
Senator Elmer Quinn, who argued 
against the adoption of the Coudert- 
Mitchell bill, is a member of the law 
firm which represented the Acme 
agency in its unsuccessful proceeding 
for an injunction against the League 
and Equity on the ground that the 
code is in restraint of trade. Senate 
voted down the measure by a vote 
of 37 to 14. 

Following the report of an Equity 
committee which sat in when the 
League recently interrogated ticket 
brokers anent alleged infractions of 
the code, the managerial body has 
offered to open its files concerning 
efforts to effect strict enforcement 
of the rules. An Equity representa- 
tion is expected to peruse the com- 
munications. 





Engagements 





Ruth Chatterton, Barry Thomson, 


Wilton Graff, ‘Affairs of Anatol,’ 
Maplewood, N. J. 
Walter Hampden, ‘Our Town,’ 


Maplewood, N. J. 


Louise Platt, Jean Platt, Chapel 
Playhouse, Guilford, Conn. 

John Barclay, Richard Temple, 
Stuart Fox, Roger Hundley, Morti- 
mer Weldon, Elwyn Harvey, Clara 
Thropp, Will Converse, Cynthia 
Blake, Isobel Rose, Teddy Jones, 
Starlight Theatre, Pawling, N. Y. 

Sylvia Field, Elizabeth Love, 
Katherine Givney, Jessamine New- 
combe, George Macready, A. H. Van 
Buren, Joseph Macauley, J. Ham- 
mond Dailey, Hume Cronyn, Keenan 
Wynn, Lakewood theatre, Skow- 
hegan, Me. 

Muriel Dickson, Rosemarie Bran- 
cato, Hazel Hayes, Gladys Baxter, 


Nancy McCord, Helen Gleason, 
Muny Opera, St. Louis. 

Mitzi Green, Ivoryton (Conn.) 
playhouse. 


Carmen Miranda, John McCauley, 
Margaret Irving, Evelyn, Kate and 
Margo Hylton, ‘Streets of Paris.’ 

Guy Robertson, Donald Brian, 
Esther Ralston, ‘Petticoat Fever,’ 
Chicago. 

Joanna Roos, ‘White Steed,” Ann 
Arbor. 

Ross Hertz, Charles Keenan, ‘I 
Must Love Someone.’ 


Lawrence Fletcher, ‘No Time for 
Comedy.’ 


Robert Perry, Louise Kirtland, 
Nancy Duncan, Frank Lyon, Ray- 
mond Greenleaf, Martha Skeen, 
Evelyn Whycoff, Erin-Jo Gwynne, 
Guy Palmerton, Lake Whalom thea- 
tre, Fitchburg, Mass. 

Philip Merivale, Dennis Hoey, 
Doris Dalton, Wesley Addy, Mary 
Morris, Edith Atwater, Phillip 
Tonge; Edgar Kent, Harry Irvine, 
Staats Cotsworth, Paula Trueman, 
Emmett Rogers, ‘No War in Troy,’ 
Ann Arbor Drama Festival. 

Allan Jones, Margaret Carlisle, 
Sterling Holloway, ‘The Desert 
Song,’ Los Angeles. 

Kent Smith, ‘Outward Bound.’ 

Dorothy Stone, Charles Collins, 
‘Gay Divorcee’ and ‘No, No, Nanette,’ 
Louisville, Ky. 

Ben Wailes, ‘Hot Mikado.’ 

Bill Johnson, Irving Benson, Allan 
Walker, Maya Keila, Barbara Ko- 
cyan, Allan Morrill, Art Ross, Pine- 
brook theatre, Nichols, Conn. (regu- 
lar company ). 

Hilda Burke, Anna Kaskas, “The 
Yeomen of the Guard,’ Central City, 
Col, 

Anne Revere, Katherine Emery, 
Shepped Strudwick, Helen Wynn, 
Robert Allen, Jabez Gray, Clair 
Kramer, John Boruff, Tom Speidel, 
Dorothy Matthews, Joseph Wiseman, 





Surry (Me.). Players (regular com- 


pany.) ' 
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B’WAY GLOOM 





TMAT Groups Still 


+ 


at Odds, This 


Time Over Constitutional Changes; 
Bway P.A.s Fight Job Curtailment 





A torrid board meeting of the The- 
atrical Managers, Agents and Treas- 
urers union was held Friday (19), 
the particular controversial issue be- 
ing the minority report on constitu- 
tional changes. Matter concerns an 


attempt by one or more factions to 
limit the number of jobs the New 
York press agents group may hold. 

Issue is known as ‘multiple em- 
ployment’ and while at various times 
there have been ‘one job for one 
person’ proposals, the position of the 
Broadway p.a.’s has not been af- 
fected. The-report emphasizes the 
rift between the N.Y. and road 
agents, and the argument for a con- 
stitutional change limiting jobs was 
made before the board by a road 
man who also belongs to the N.Y. 
chapter. 

Claimed that changes in the rules 
affecting any chapter cannot be 
made unless favored by two-thirds 
of such group, and the Broadway 
p.a.’s believe such a majority is un- 
likely to assent to changes agitated 
for. One of the p.a. leaders stated 
that when changes are deemed 
necessary, the group itself will act, 

(Continued on page 45) 


‘Letty’ Not Morosco’s 
Exclusive, Court Rules 
In Favor of Greenwood 


Los Angeles, May 23. 

Oliver Morosco was denied an ex- 
clusive right to the name ‘Letty’ in 
show business even though he did 
produce the oldtime Broadway hit, 
“So Long Letty.’ Veteran producer’s 
suit for an injunction restraining 
Charlotte Greenwood from the use 
of the name in a stage play was 
tossed out of court. 

Judge ruled that it was so long 
since ‘So Long Letty’ that the come- 
dienne is old enough to pick her 
own company. Decision was rendered 
after the court had seen a demon- 
stration by Miss Greenwood, show- 
ing that her limbs were so long and 
so limber. 

Miss Greenwood is now on her 
way to Australia for a four-month 
tour, 


EQUITY EASES ALIEN 
RULE FOR NEW PLAY 


Equity rules stipulate that no alien 
player can appear in stock, but 
granted an unusual exception for 
trying out a drama in a Connecticut 
hideaway. Play is of foreign origin 
and is called ‘Not for Children,’ and 
will be put on by William Castle at 
the small country showshop in 
Stony Creek. 

Ellen Schwanneke, who appeared 
in the German film ‘Maechen in Uni- 
form,’ will play the lead because of 
the exception, she being over here 
under the quota. Manager explained 
that the play calls for a dual lead 
and that it is necessary for the ac- 
tress to have an accent. There. will 
be an all-Equity cast of 14 and the 
play is due on Broadway, depend- 
€nt on the rural showing. 


Reinhardt Producing 
239-Yr.-Old Comedy 


Hollywood, May -.. 
‘At Your Service,’ classical comedy 
dating back to 1700, gets its first 
American production by Max Rein- 
hardt at the Assistance League thea- 
tre beginning (31) for a 10-day run. 
Play opens at $5 tops, with $1 for 
remainder of the run. Cast is made 























up of Reinhardt Workshop players. 


On Sidelines 





Charles Washburn, who agented 
the Lunts during the season, is 
not participating in the internal 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers scrap. He says he is 
now in the saloon business, be- 
ing the publicist for the Interna- 
tional Casino, which reopens on 
Broadway Thursday (25). 

However, the p.a. has paid the 
union dues in advance up to Oc- 
tober. 


LYRIC €O.3 1256 
COST; SHOWS 
UNDEFINED 


Type of attractions presented by 
the costly venture called the Ameri- 
can Lyric Theatre at the Martin 
Beck, N. Y., which opened last week 
after an expenditure of $125,000, has 
not yet been classified. A combina- 


tion of socialites and opera fans pro- 
vided a flossy first night for the 
debut of ‘The- Devil and Daniel 
Webster’ Thursday (18), but wheth- 
er the performance was opera, Op- 
eretta, light opera or musical com- 
edy, none seemed to know. 

Monday (22), when the second 
Lyric show went on, it was more 
definite that ‘Susanna Don’t You 
Cry’ is expensive operetta. It is 
the mostly costly of the three attrac- 
tions readied by the group, which, 
in addition to the two musical 
shows, include the Caravan Ballet; 
which starts tonight (24) and will be 
allotted one or two showings week- 
ly. Stated that most of the casts are 
members of Equity, which would 
place the attractions in the legit 
field. 

Tickets are tax free, concession 
being made by the federal authori- 
ties on the grounds that it is a non- 











. profit organization and the presenta- 


tions are claimed to be educational, 
as grand opera and philharmonic 
concerts. Opening night tickets were 
priced at $6, the top thereafter be- 
ing $3.50. Sponsors who _ include 
many wealthy persons believe the 
venture can be established on ‘a 
firm, self-supporting basis within a 
few seasons.’ 

Project has a high cost operating 
set-up, with popular casts and en- 
sembles. Two rows were removed 
from the front of the house to ac- 
commodate an orchestra of 47 pieces, 
many of the musicians being seated 
under the apron. Pit bunch alone 
calls for $5.000 weekly in salaries. 

Lyric venture was about one month 
late in its schedule. Number of 
leads are from the St. Louis munici- 
pal opera company, including Nancy 
McCord, Lansing Hatfield and Rob- 
ert Chisholm. Miss McCord ap- 
peared in ‘Webster’ and Chisholm 
opened in ‘Susanna,’ but all three 
will return to St. Louis this week to 
start rehearsals for ‘Rose-Marie,’ 
opening the season there. 

Aim of the Lyric theatre, with the 
co-operation of the League of Com- 
posers, has for its purpose the en- 
richment of American culture and to 
‘encourage, support end promote the 
musical, dramatic and choreographic 
arts; to provide employment of 
American artists; to create opportu- 
nities for singing opera in English; 
to cultivate the taste of the Ameri- 
can public by producing works in 
the form of lyric drama; to stimu- 
late compositions for the lyric stage 
by American authors and composers 
and to produce at prices within the 
reach of the general public.’ 


FAPECT ONLY 8 
LEGIT SURVIVORS 





Grosses Dive Further and 
Avalanche of Closings and 
Exiting Notices Follows— 
Equity Forced to Handle 
Biggest Rush for Salary 
Cuts in Its History as 
World’s Fair Murder Con- 
tinues 


—_— 


RELIEF DELAYED > 


—_——_ — 


Broadway is in a turmoil over div- 
ing grosses, Despite the World’s 
Fair, predictions among show people 
place the number of possible sum- 
mer survivors as low as eight attrac- 


tions. Not included are the several 
musicals slated for June and July. 
Possibly a couple may be set back, 
but two are actually in work. 

There was an avalanche of clos- 
ings and closing notices. Managers 
who had looked forward to the Fair 
to bring prosperity were over-con- 
fident, it now develops, and that also 
goes for hotels and cafes. So steadily 
were the declines at most boxoffices 
that, while last week started with 
only one definite withdrawal, there 
were six Saturday (20) foldings or- 
dered by Thursday. — 

Never in the history of Equity 
were sO many petitions from casts 
for permission to take salary cuts 
filed within so short a time—a few 
days—and never did as many shows 
slice pay at virtually the same 
time. Actors rules stipulate that the 
players must be agreed about cuts, 
and that application may not be 
made by managers without assent of 
the casts. In some manner, the pe- 
titions suddenly appeared, doubtless 
inspired by the posting of closing 
notices. 

At least seven attractions accepted 
the reduced salary basis, which is to 
$50 per player per week and an ar- 
rangement whereby a percentage is 
payable, dependent on the gross. 
Under the Equity regulations on cuts, 
those under contract for higher 
money cannot accept the $40 mini- 
mum when a cut goes in and $50 be- 
comes the minimum. Despite the 


cut, at least two shows stopped 
Saturday, business dropping that 
low, 


Shows on that basis are, or were: 
‘The Primrose Path,’ ‘Stars in Your 
Eyes,’ ‘The Boys From Syracuse,’ 
‘One for the Money,’ ‘The Family 
Portrait,’ ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ 
(closed) and ‘Mamba’s Daughters’ 
(closed ). 

Stars’ Own Terms 


In several casts there are starred 
or featured players, some being on a 
(Continued on page 45) 


WEBER DENIED INJ. 
ON ‘3 WALTZES’ SUIT 


N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Ju- 
| tus Miller has denied an applica- 

tion by L. Lawrence Weber for a 
temporary injunction against Vedis 
|Films, Ine., and Lenarch, Inc., to 
| prevent the exhibition at the latter’s 
| Filmarte theatre of ‘Trois Waltzes.’ 
|The judge set trial for May 29. 
| Weber sought an injunction, ac- 
|counting and damages, claiming that 
jhe had purchased, for $10.000, all 
lrights to ‘Three Waltzes’ from Select 
Theatres Corp. ‘Shuberts). 

Sofror Films, of France, made 
‘Trois Waltzes’ which is being dis- 
tributed in the U. S. by Vedis, hence 
his infringement claim. 














‘Paris’ Adds 2 Acts 


The Shubert’s’ ‘Streets of Paris,’ 
due at one of their Broadway thea- 
tres shortly, has added the Billy 
Branch Co., .adagiosts, and Harold 
Barnes, a wirewalker, to the cast. 

Charles H. Allen booked. 





DEEPEN 











Crix’ Free Act 





Will Yolem, p.a. for Lew Du- 
four & Joe Rogers’ five side- 
shows at the N. Y. Fair, invited 
the New York dramatic critics 
Friday (19) for the formal prem- 





iere of the John Hix show, 
‘Strange As It Seems.’ 
The barker seized upon the 


visit of the crix to spiel, ‘Come in 
and see the freaks, all the Broad- 
way dramatic critics, and other 
oddities,’ 








DELAYED IN 
FRISCO 


San Francisco, May 23. 

Another postponement of the open- 
ing date of the ‘Ziegfeld Follies of 
1939’ at the California Auditorium on 
Treasure Island occurred Friday (19) 
when, seven hours before the first 
performance of the new J. J. Shu- 
bert show word was given to the 


press of the inability to open until 
tonight (Tuesday). 

Reports were that Equity had 
made good its threat to prevent the 
‘Follies’ from opening on the Island 
unless the San Francisco Bay Ex- 
position Co., backers of the produc- 
tion, signed an Equity contract. Fair 
agents had already signed with 
American Federation of Actors and 
had done nothing about Equity’s 
claim of jurisdictional rights. 

Although the belief is that the 
jurisdictional squabble between 
Equity and AFA is the real reason 
for the show not opening until this 
has been settled, expo officials claim 
that the show did not open because 
of failure of four trunks of costumes 
to arrive from New York. 

Notice of cancellation of the Fri- 
day night performance was given 
to the newspapers and radio stations 
around noon. Frantic last minute 
efforts were made to advise public. 
Both the seven and the nine o'clock 
performances on opening night were 
complete sellouts, with unusually 
heavy advance resérvations for seats 
for Saturday and Sunday. Original 
date of opening of the Shubert ‘Fol- 
lies’ was Monday (15) and practical- 
ly all the posters around town have 
been carrying this date. Those not 
catching the radio announcements 
or reading the evening papers about 
the second postponement learned 
about it after they made the trip to 
the Island. 

John Gerrarity, manager of the 
‘Follies’, received a wire Friday from 
|Lewis Mayer, American Federation 
of Labor representative, that Equity 
must first proceed in proper manner 
to establish its jurisdiction over ow | 





show and that the AFA contract now 
in existence between the Fair and 
the Shubert Company will be sup- | 
ported by AFL until the Four A’s | 
decides who shall be the proper rep- 
resentatives. 


LEGIT WINS DEB 


Esme O’Brien to Bow at Ridgefield, 
Conn., Strawhatter 











Ridgefield, Conn., May 23. 





widely publicized of last season's 


the New England Playhouse here, 

She conferred last week with Al-! 
fred Wagstaff and Charles Atkin, | 
local managers, 





FOLLIES’ AGAIN 





$75 Minimum Up Before Equity 


Council; Opposition Claims It Will 
Hurt Prod, Hypo Unemployment 


Proposal to do away with the pres- 
ent $40 weekly minimum and lifting 
it to $75 for legit actors was dis- 
eussed by Equity’s council Monday 
(22). Understood that the issue 
aroused determined opposition on 
the part of some leaders of the actors 
association, but it was felt that the 
matter should be considered prior 
to the annual meeting Friday (26) 
at the Astor, N.Y., so that the council 
would be prepared should the pro- 
posal be then made from the floor. 

Council’s action in referring the 
question to committee is seen likely 
to forestall consideration of it at 
the association’s annual membership 
meeting Friday (26) at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y. Otherwise it had been 
expected that the issue would have 
been raised from the floor and been 
thrashed over in open meeting. 

In the absence of Arthur Byron, 
who is ill on the Coast, Bert Lytell, 
first vice-president, will preside at 
this Friday’s annual meeting. 

Increase to $75 is the plan broached 
during the season by E. J. (Jack) 
Blunkall, former independent candi- 
date for Equity’s presidency and who 
is of the council. He is appearing 

(Continued on page 43) 





‘Olsen-Johnson Inc. 


For Biz, Uncovering 
Classy Monickers 





Olsen and Johnson ¢*e now bona- 
fide business men, havinj incorpoe 
rated under the name of Hellzapop- 
pin Enterprises. Th~ firm has-nothe 
ing to do with ‘Hellzapoppin,’ the 
show at the Winter Garden, N. Y., 
in which they are cleaning up. Pa- 
pers filed at Albany reveal their full 
names. John S. Olsen, better known 
as Ole, gives a Long Island address, 
while Harold O. Johnson, identified 
as Chie, furnishes a Central Park 
West residence. Third incorporator 
is Abraham Males, who is their at- 
torney. 

While the application for incorpo- 
ration sets forth business and theat- 
rical ventures, the firm will have 
interests in sweaters carrying the 
name of Hellzapoppin, several games 
and a book of gags and gadgets. 
Book has no title, idea being to let 
those who buy the volume use any 
one or more of 20 names. Baek 
cover is to be sandpaper. 

Duo does not intend going into the 
manufacture of the games and other 
articles, but are to reveive a per- 
centage, or royalties. They have in- 
‘ested in ‘Streets of Paris,’ however, 
with Lee Shubert and Harry Kauf- 
man. New revue opens in Boston 
next week and will be a June en- 
trant on Broadway, probably at te 
46th Street, where the front-run- 
ning ‘Hellz’ opened. 





BWAY FOLDUPS RAISE 





ISSUE ON TMAT PAY 


What with 





sudden closings on 
| Broadway within the past two 
| weeks, the matter of refunding 


tickets sold in advance brought up 


some questions of pay to boxoffice 
people. Some managers figured on 
transferring the refunding frora 
dark spots to houses which were 
lighted, but the Theatrical Manag- 
ers, Agents and Treasurers’ union 
declared that the ticket staffs must 
be retained until the amount of 
money to be refunded shall drop to 
$100, or less. Boxoffice people are 


Esme O'Brien, one of the most, being paid on a daily pro rata basis, 


At the Music Box, where there 


debs, stage debuts this summer at| was no question about retaining the 


crew, the b.o. remained open all last 
week to refund two weeks’ tickets 
on ‘Set to Music,’ which was among 
the sudden withdrawals. 
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Plays on Broadway 





The Devil and Daniel 
Webster 


Folk opera in one act by Stephen Vincent 
Benet and Deugtas Moore; presented by the 
American Lyric Theatre in association with 
the League of Compesers; staged by John 
Houseman; managing director, Robert Ed- 
mond Jones; Richard Aldrich, associate 
preducer, settings and costumes, Jones: at 
the Mariin Beck, N. Y., May 18, °39; 83.50 
top. 


Jabez Stone Jonn Gurney 


Letton...... bshécecedasseee eae 

Mary Stone ................Nancy McCord }Home,’ having a solo reading, where- | Donald Tabor.. .-ee-Alfred Alderdice 
Beene “We GE 66 0c codess Lansing Hatfield as it could have had exceptional Chartie Pe peas James Wetch 
Fe Ee ee George Rasely | 4... a eee iy: Soe Officer Ryan.......-csee. ...Tom Gorman 
US i cweceenen«sa6-0 Wan Fred Stewart | treatment by the wealth of talent. ee a Wiliam Phinney 
Justice Hathorse ............ Clair Kramer Here and there are strains of Joe... er ; ..Raymond Maxwell 
Clerk of the Court........ Edward Marshall ether well known Foster tunes, such | Rlewsy Mag. Pr mesg — 
Simen Girty ...........++- Erntce Lawrence Ss . , ‘D1... | Petroni ..Anmtheny Raimon: 
NI 53s cng oss cease Philip Whitficla| 28 “Swanee River’ and ‘Old Black | parbara Helen Beverly 4 
... eae ...Lawrence Siegle | Je. The opening night audience, | naisy . .-..Mara Brooke 
Le ee eer eee .-..Don Lee | geared to exvect those numbers vo- | Callahan .... - oe ae 
BOMOCE oe eeerseerecsercecevers W. H. Mende | cally, thus found the performance | M's. Perkins...... sap etn 
MRT ACR ataee uses, Cs cdewangel Paul Roberts di ne ointin Some bars of ‘Old Mary Geraliine Cooke 
en eereeccscccccrccces James Chartrand Man River’ ae ast be or tated by ae 

TYMAD cooesssssecssecceseree-day Amis e ‘ SIstec ° : as 
Subniene Reena @aica'< eciteaa ceca ‘mn Holly the arranger. | Carrying an extremely sordid plot, 
I hick ac h0.64 oak coda Alan Stewart) pocy . a tor in the '‘Clean Beds’ got underway here fol- 
I Sbieecki ses ecagisans ial James Cillis | cone 3 8 eet Coto Se | towing 4 can en the Coast. It's pretty 
JuryMan..........+.... Frank Chamberlain| Play, saying that he writes songs|,4w and unless cleaned up substan- 

Wedding Guests: Lee Couch, Ross Lock-| about simple folk. Most numbers tially, may boomerang into the store- 
wood, Beulah Blake. Angela Chope, Fran- h d int h rard d aily, may es 

nani are themed to point homeward and } poyce Pl: ortrays racticall 

ces Earnest, Dorothy Essig, Geraldine that f ishes th erful appeal of ouse. tiay Pp ays p y 
Hamilten, Cathryn Harvey, Helen Masicile, | “at furnishes the powertul appeal Of | avery crime on the calendar, even 
Heien Oliver, Eunice Northup, Janet Jovce, | his sentimental works. Impression is 


Fannie Shiff, Telete Lester, 
Eliner Waldron, Jean 
Williamson. 


Alive Toben, 
Watson, Marjorie 





General objective of patrons and 
patronesses responsible for this ser- 
ies of presentations is that of music 
lovers, whose idea is to develop an 
operatic form with American themes 
in English. It is principally a sub- 
scription set up and probably will 
not continue for more than a limited 
period, having started on the eve of 
summer, when its class patronage is 
becoming country-minded. 


The American Lyric Theatre group 
opens with two operettas ‘da bal- 
let. First to go on was ‘The Devil 
and Daniel Webster’, which bowed 
Thursday (18). Monday (22), the 
second operetta, ‘Susanna Don’t You 
Cry’, was given. Plan is to split the 
week with the duo, dates for the bal- 
let also being alloted. 


‘Devil’ is a short work, taking 
about one hour, and because of that 
the group's ballet is added to fill out 
the evening. Dance interlude is 
called ‘Filling Station’, telling the 
story of incidents that occupy the 
attendant during an evening. 


The vperetta is laid in New 
Hampshire in the 1840s. There is 
merry-making at Cross Corners in 
celebration of the wedding of Jabez 
and Mary Stone. Among the guests 
is the distinguished Daniel Webster, 
but there is an unwelcome guest, 
one Scratch, a lawyer, who terri- 


too well written. At times the story 
seems to interfere with the musical 
end. 


sanna’ has fine interludes. 
Foster melodies are given capital 
arrangements and are splendidly 
rendered by an exceptionally large 
pit assemblage. Some of Foster's 
most popular songs are, curiously, 
,;not among the vocal assignments, 
j only one such, ‘My Old Kentucky 











{that ‘Susanna’ might have been the 
| outstanding operetta of a generation. 
| But the opportunity is missed. Well | 
{known light opera names are pres- 
ent along with the Hall Johnson 
Negro choir. But only at the very 
end is the full singing strength dis- 
played. 

It remains for a colored artist, 
Avis Andrews, to become the hit of 
the evening when she sings and 
lightly capers to ‘Louisiana Belle.’ 
The choir is ample, but is mostly 
heard offstage and could be used to 
better advantage. 


| 
From an orchestral standpoint ‘Su- 
Many | 





Plays Out-of-Town 











CLEAN BEDS 


| New Haven, May 20. 


' Comedy-drama by George 5S. George; 

i presented by Cled, Inc. (James Timeony-Lee 

Shubert): staged by Vadim Uraneff; set- | 
iting, Watson Barrat; at the Shubert, New | 
Haven, May 19-20, °30; $2.20 top. 


, ter Pree rer Set ee ree se 
oo a RRS fie ® 2 ececess Edwin James 
TEGPER cccced scccceccsséces James Holland 
CROMEEO. 6 ccsber isons cadetemeecs Sheila Trent 
DE: 6.0 ba6500000600800680% William Balfour 
Mrs. Murrey............-.-Fifi Leuise Hall 


Jack 


cashing in on recent publicity anent 


poison insurance killings, branches 
out into white slavery, kidnaping, 


murder and similar sidelines. It’s so 
stark and realistic to become revolt- 
ing, but despite this, it holds audi- 
ence interest. George S. George is 
pseudonymous for Youacca G. Satov- 
sky. Mae West has also had a hand 
in the scripting, though uncredited. 


Material is said to have been 
picked up by the author during a 
siege in a hospital ward, and char- 
acters represent some of the choicest 
scum laid on a stage in recent years. 
Locale is a two-bit flophouse run by 





Cast includes a number of people 
familiar to the St. Louis municipal 
opera audiences, including Hope | 
Manning, Robert Chisholm, Lansing 
Hatfield and Michael Bartlett. Lat- 
ter and Bettina Hall are featured, 
but Miss Manning easily is tops. She 
was in ‘Gentleman Unafraid’, tried 
out in St. Louis last summer but 
whose slated presentation on Broad- 
way, snagged. Miss Hall replaced 
Nancy McCord, who as in ‘Webster’ 
opening night. 

Numbers warbled include ‘Susan- 
na Don't You Cry,’ ‘Lemuel,’ ‘Come 
Where My Love Lies Dreaming,’ 
‘Jeannie with the Lig*t Brown Hair’ 
and ‘Where Have My Loved Ones 
Gone.’ Three or four Foster songs are 
given, several in a minstrel rehear- 
sal scene, which is too extended. 
While it is stated that the songs are 
given exactly as written, orchestra- 
tions highlight most of the score. 





fies the groom, indicating that Jabez 
had sold his soul to the devil. 

Webster goes to the defense of Ja- 
bez and wins the case before ghostly 
jurors. For that part there is a 
slight scene change but the main 
setting is retained. Since the jurors 
were, as men, traitors to the country, 
and are presided over by a hanging 
judge who was on the bench during 
the Salem witch-trials, according to 
the legend, it’s a particularly not- 
able victory for Webster. 

There is no programing of the 
numbers. John Gurney and Nancy 
McCord appear as Jabez and Mary; 
they have the principal vocal assign- 
ments along with George Rasely, as 
Scratch, and Lansing Hatfield, as 
Webster. Some of the singing is 
effective. 

For the opera-minded the venture 
suggests a possible welcome, but for 
the average theatre-goer, it’s too 
highbrow. Ibee. 





Susanna Don’t You Cry 


Operetta in two acts by Sarah Newmeyer 
and Clarence Loemis; presented by the 
American Lyric ‘Theatre wita same produc- 
tien affiliation as fer “The Devil and Dan- 
jel Webster’; staged by Jose Ruben; Rob- 
ert Edmond Jones, managing director; Bet- 
tina Halt and Michael Bartlett featured 
with Malt Johnson choir; at the Martin 
Beck, N. ¥., May 22, ‘39; $3.50 top. 






Brian Tofliver...........- Lansing Hatfield 
Busan Bblot......cccscescecess Bettina Hall 
Carter Reynolds........... Michael Harilett 
Eulalie Bland.............+- Hope Manning 
Judge Bland.........+-0-.55- George Lessey 
Mes. Bland.......6.5-seeeees Merle Maddern 
Grandfaiher........ eee hespacpes John Kirk 
Cate. cccceces ebnsonssesece J. Louis Johnson 
BAe ces ccccccccccccscecscves Robert Clarke 
Grandmother. .....--...06655 Helen Mesteile 
First Heuseman............ Jonathan Brice 
Second Houseman........ James Armstrong 
BMAD oc ccc cette cevesvecedecsoct Avis Andrews 
A Young Composer.......... Richard Clark 
Stage Boorman............. Peter Chambers 
eS errr Larry Bolton 
Jonathan Lamphrey....... Robert Chisholm 
BPE ch bcos coveccceges Frank Chamberlin 
EE MN vg cee cccsnecvsres Helen Renee 
Bicw. Mboddard.....ccccscccecess Mary Perry 
BEARS EBs o 00s ctocscceccecs Helen Mestelle 
Oo Pee ee Paul Roberts 

Minstrels: Messrs. Jay Amiss, Peter 


Chambers, Lee Couch, Clair Kramer, 
ward Marshall, W. H. Mende, 
erts, Philip Whitfield. 


Ind- 
Paul Rob- 





The operetta form is more clearly 
indicated in the second presentation 
of the new producing group and the 
type of score more readily accept- 
able. It is much more ambitious 

resentation than ‘Th2 Devil and 

aniel Webster,’ yet the impression 
is that the appeal will be similar—to 
music lovers rather than theatre- 


oers. 
. ‘Susanna’ is based o1. the melodies 
of Stephen Foster being set mostly 
in Kentucky, starting with 1651 and 
extending untii after the Civil War. 
There is considerable narrative, none 


Story deals with an actor who 
nearly leads Susan astray. She’s 
saved by Carter Reynolds, who's 
engaged to Susan’s half-sister, Eula- 
lie, and in a dressing room fight, the 
scoundrel is fatally hurt, Eulalie 
gives up Carter, whom Susan loves, 
and the couple flee to California. 
Their happy existence is broken up 
by the war and Susan goes to New 
York with her young daughter. She 





returns home just as Eulalie is mar- 
ried to a minstrel man who had been 
seeking Carter. The latter’s deed is 
then forgiven because it was com- 
mitted in self-defense. 


The Lyric theatre will present its 
Caravan Ballet of three numbers to- 
night (Wednesday), after which dates 
for the three bills will be assigned 
weekly. Ibee. 


THE BROWN DANUBE 


Melodrama in three acts by furnet 
Hershey; features Jessie Royce Landis, 
Dean Jagger, Ernest Lawford; staged by 
George Somnes; settings. John Root; pre- 
sented by Helen C. Bonfils and Somnes;: at 





the Lyceum, N. Y¥., May 17, '39; $3.30 top. 
| Perr tT re ee Diana Bowman 
Ludwig S60 060008 Crencenenn Edward Fielding 
BRAs ccccsccvdecscesses +.+..Gladys Hanson 
ME 466 tank sdbaticd $006 scbcusd Alice John 
a reer ee+ee-Damian O'Flynn 
A Treeper. ....0 Ovcccesececes William Shea 
Ds cb 446 o6es0daccbee Norman Porter 
Erika Jessie Royce Landis 
ARs 6s oc cvniesesssegicavael Albert Bergh 
OF ar re George Macready 
Lieut. Grenzel........... Francis Cleveland 
Prince Von Tornheim...... Ernest Lawford 
Ss 508s. cae dsdendnees aiGe b Robert Vivian 
i: MP 6scse00e0 Ceececcss Edgar Stehli 
FOHANN... 2.6... cc cece éeeees Paul Vallantyne 
Lieut. Schultz....... eeeeee.-Edward Franz 
Ernst Hammaka......... oéa60% Dean Jagger 
Cardinal Von Urbas..........John McKee 
oe Ee er +++--Robert Lindsey 
Dahlmann...... eccccsceces- Frank Richards 
Bat NN. 's cce06400 604ee ss Jack Francis 
rrr rr William Shea 





Over here, if there be doubt about 
hatred against Nazism, this new play 
crystallizes it. “The Brown Danube’ 
depicts in some phases the terror 
that grips the Continent, and while 
it is better than other dramas of 
similar theme, there is doubt if it is 
for Broadway. 


Author seems familiar with his 
topic, with comments similar to 
those made by still-fearful refugees. 
Perhaps most pertinent is the line, 
‘It is incredible that one disordered 
mind could rule a nation.’ Hitler is 
clearly indicated as that person. 

Locale here is Vienna a week after 
the invasion in March, 1938, and the 
scene principally is the Von Torn- 
heim castle. “he tactics of the 
brownshirt invaders, who are re- 
ferred to as Huns and thieves, are 
quite like those reported in the press 

(Continued on page 44) 








| Life and Death 


Bill Murrey (Nat Burns). Tenants 
include Worth (Joseph Holland), ex- 
Shakespearean ham; Kelcy (William 
Balfour), a cagey loafer;-Jack Letton 
(Pat Gleason), ex-jailbird; Ira Skyse 
(William Phinney), a nut who’s gun- 
ning for a guy who hit him with a 
motorcycle and left him weak- 
minded. 

Murrey’s wife operates a brothel 
nearby and is tied in with a white 
slave chain. Murrey himself, an un- 
apprehended murderer, has taken 
out insurance on Worth and is feed- 


(Continued en page 46) 


WPA Play 














of an 


American 


Drama in two parts, 
produced and staged by Charles K. Free- 
man; settings, Howard Bay; costumes, 
Alexander Jones; music, Alex North and 
Karl Rebinson; choreography, Lily Menhi- 
mann; presented by Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect; at Maxine Elliott, N. Y.. May 19, °39; 


by George Sklar; 





$1.10 top. 
Let Chanter..ceccsccecscccces Perry Bruskin 
2d Chanter. cccccccccccece «»-Robert Miller 
Sd Chanter. ..cccccccccscccose Dennis Wrenn 
4th Chanter...........+...Arthur Zwerling 
WENGE $505 06 enctsrdesstec Halliam Bosworth 
Michael DorGeO....sccccccsvcvdesd John Pote 
Kathleen Dorgen....... Helene C. Ambrose 
Slim. Cas: Boy)... ceccccecs Everett Spencer 
Jerry Dorgan (as a oy)....Danny Greene 
eer Sree Josephine Morse 
De ntbi06 54004058 ca 0440008 Nat Loesberg 
Jerry Dorgan (as a Man)....J. A. Kennedy 
De GPU so66 0 44 0606454402 Mary Rolfe 
WOMENOOS. 40s ccaen --..-Vorethy Dunsby 
3, EES UURTLELTET ETE TTS. Eleanor Scherr 
Stim (Qe a Mae)... .ccccccses: Kendall Clark 
See SONNE. cous caucceokes Btanche Collins 
WOME ig hbase 6t00s0eeees oees Judson Langill 
EMG, WOCWOR. 6c ccccscccassese Rebert Lowe 
{Danny Dorgan............ Donald Cafarella 
MINED. 0.560046. 40000%00 55 Del C. Cleveland 
Football Coach..............Matty Norman 
WOOGS  WENMEOR is cécccesesectl Alonzo McWaith 
PONG neh cccovesececondcesage Roy Lahue 
© PEP OVTTT ITE re TT Tee ee Harry Brooks 
CMOGP BiSOGGEs occ ccscicecsesacs Robert Gehr 
i Cems cccecevcscesésecoses Bella Gould 
OW CUD si seccescsooessdbeasay John West 


.. Julius Kleiaman 






Blumberg 
Lef 








D oeae ds oeess an .-.-Raoul Henry 
eo eee ..,-Heward Bird 
Returned Soldier.......... Milten Williams 
BS TRBPNOT c 66s cccicsencescvees Lew Lederer 
We MN 6 6c ee cost csecdésdcecs B. K. Miller 
Pe MEONINES bcc deccccesevonsessul Alex Polak 
4th Barker....... Recestsewssae Fred Knight 
OU. TOCA. 6 dnd dca oad Seesecss Bert Weston 
Aeroplane Auctioneer............. Ea West 
BE Bt. AWMCCUM. 2. i ccccscccs Joseph Reilly 
tO. WikOec cccseveseccdace Jane H. Graham 
Fair Foreman........... James McLaughlin 

Viola Kates 
WO rt0 005604460068 Yvonne Castle 
| Rosebud Washington 
Bene COGS. ce cecccssdstece § Harry Brooks 
tAnn Hastings 
IVER. 5.00 0c cdeservcesscen ct Edward Sealey 
BEG WRENCH cc ccscccccscccges Ruth McVine 
| This ‘dramatic biography’ of a 


more or less typical American is a 
kind of cavalcade from 1900 to the 
present, using a modified ‘Living 
Newspaper’ technique. Its viewpoint 
is definitely pro-working man, but 
it’s by no means a radical rabble- 
rouser. As a statement of liberal 
economic-political thought it’s rea- 
sonable, matter-of-fact and convinc- 
ing. But as drama it’s only mod- 
erately moving. 


As frequently happens in caval- 
cade-type shows, the human story is 
overshadowed in the broad sweep of 
historical narration. Another con- 
tributing factor is apparently the 
Federal Theatre’s production and 
performance. Certainly a play of 
the scope and inherent power of 
‘Life and Death of An American’ 
would seem to offer extraordinary 
possibilities for propulsive staging 
and vivid playing. But except for 

(Continued on page 44) 
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Inside Stuff—Lesit ry 














Theatre programs of famous plays and stars are featured on the menus 


, in the Hotel Astor, N. Y. There are eight different designs in the series 


and Bob Christenbury says the demand for sets has encouraged him to 


| increase the variety with a new edition. 


Covers carry wood-cut portraits of stars, with inset of the house pro- 


| gram and cast. Leadoff menu is Sarah Bernhardt in ‘Camille,’ as presented 


at Booth’s theatre, Nov. 11, 1880, by Henry E. Abbey. Others are John 
Drew in ‘Much Ado About Nothing,’ Empire; Lillian Russell in ‘Lady 
Teazle,’ Casino, Dec. 24, 04; Enrico Caruso, Antonio Scotti and Alma Gluck 
in “Pagliacci,” M. O. H.; Anna Held in Ziegfeld’s production, ‘Miss Inno- 
cence,’ at the New York theatre; Marilyn Miller and Leon Errol in ‘Sally? 
New Amsterdam; Mr. and Mrs. Coburn and DeWolf Hopper in “The Better 
Ole,” Booth, July 24, °19, and Nora Bayes, in Lew Fields’ production, ‘The 
Jolly Bachelors,’ Broadway, April 16, ’19. 





Although a number of offers for stock presentations of ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye,’ which closed at the Miller, N.Y., Saturday (20), were received. 
Brock Pemberton has declined to release the rights. Although the comedy 
made an excellent stay of it on Broadway, expectations were that ‘Kiss 
the Boys’ would play well into next season, at which time it is likely that 
he will send the show on tour again. One of the ‘Kiss’ companies on the 
read also closed Saturday in Detroit. It was slated for a longer date 
there, but Pemberton decided to call it a season. Coast company, however, 
is now playing San Francisco. 


One of the stock offers came from Henry Duffy, who proposed a two- 
week date at the El Capitan, Los Angeles, despite the fact that the Frisco 
company recently played the Biltmore in L.A. Duffy's idea was to present 


most of the original cast and offered transportation, provided the rights 
would be released. 


Samuel Bloom of the Newman ticket agency who started serving a four 
moriths’ sentence for irregularities in the admissions tax regulations, has 
been transferred from the Federal detention pen, New York, to the gov- 
ernment’s prison at Petersberg, Va. Understood efforts will be made to 
have Bloom transferred to another spot on the grounds that the present 
quarters constitute an additional hardship. 

Phil Guyran of the same agency faces the same term after Bloom’s re- 
lease. Latter’s transfer was said to have been occasioned by overcrowd- 
ing in the New York pen. 





An instance of long-distance playwriting cropped up in New Haven 
at eastern break-in of ‘Clean Beds,’ which previously had played the 
Coast. George S. George is credited as author of the piece, but it’s Mae 
West who gets the final chore on the script. Actress was making personal 
appearance in Cincinnati at time of opening and kept toll lines hot revis- 
ing lines following Friday’s (19) preem. Although play is essentially the 
same as done on Coast, Miss West has been working on weeding out some 
of the torrid dialog. . 


‘Susanna, Don’t You Cry,’ musical which the American Lyric Theatre 
preemed Monday night (22) at the Martin Beck, N. Y., had only a single 
rehearsal with the orchestra. The outfit’s other show, ‘The Devil and 
Daniel Webster,’ which was presented last Thursday (18), used the musi- 
cians for rehearsal but the ‘Susanna’ cast rehearsed with only piano ac- 
companiment. Lone orchestra rehearsal was held Sunday (21), the day 
after ‘Devil’ closed. 





Leonard Sillman, who has scheduled a season of stock at the Belasco, 
N.Y., is currently on the Coast with the idea of getting some of the players 
who appeared in the original casts of Pulitzer prize plays. Presentations 
will not be confined to those shows, although that was the original inten- 
tion. The enterprise includes a staff scenic designer, it being planned to 
furnish new settings for each play. 

Ben Boyar will be general manager; Blanche Lederer to be in charge 
of production. 





Arthur Byron, Equity president, was permitted to leave the Hollywood 
hospital, but has been ordered to rest indefinitely and will remain under 
medical care. He is staying at the home of a son-in-law in Tarzana, Cal. 

Frank Gillmore was abed last week with a heavy cold. Former Equity 
leader and Byron are both over 70. 


College Shows 


GARDEN OF TIME 


(YALE UNIVERSITY) 








Second sequence uses same charac- 
ters to portray a similar tragic ro- 
mance centuries later in Haiti. A 





New Haven, May 19. 
Drama in three acts (six scenes) by Owen 
Dodson; presented by the Yale University 
Department of Drama; staged by Frank 
McMullan; music, Shirley Graham; dances, 
Dean Goodelle; settings, Mary Schenck; 





Henry Bluestone 
David Sarvis 
Frederick Coe 
Dale O'Keefe 
Frank Gaunt 


Chorus of Greeks 





As the best major production in a 
somewhat uneventful season, Yale’s 
Department of Drama offered last 
week a capably produced and acted 
play, which, while of limited com- 
mercial value, shows off the tech- 
nical skill of the department to good 
advantage. 

‘Garden of Time’ was < thored by 
Owen Dodscn, Negro student in the 
school, who plans to aid in the estab- 
lishment of a Negro theatre espe- 
cially adapted to the race. As an 
instrument for this purpose, ‘Gar- 
den’ is excellent, its theme showing 
the outcome of intermarriage of 
whites and blacks in ancient, and 
also modern, times. 

Played in two locales, the drama 
first shows the romance of Jason, in 
search of the Golden Fleece, and 
Medea, priestess-guardian of the 
Fleece, who gives up her country 
for a marriage that ends in tragedy. 





costumes, Joe Fretwell, 3d; at the Yale 
University theatre, May 17-19, '30, 

Medea Os0s0dssswour Priscilla Langenbach 
Miranda § 

se eer Patricia Montgomery 
Second Woman.............Shirley Graham 
i eee Solveig Wenzel 
Fe eT RUT L ESET ERT TT Te Douglas McLean 
Absyrtus... .-Oliver Thorndike 
NT < wh66 <6 400 s0¥essetsenaas Dale O'Keefe’ 
Jason |..................Everett Gammon 
John 5 

Beles Dig avdetinedssdesauads Wilson Ler 
Blues Boy § 

Bs 0466 09060 kn 04400406 Vahan Tashjian 
POW ONNGS 606.0 600cectrecctteenes David Sarvis 
SE 5 ooo 6 2 vet seccorcess Lucille McGuire 
ORE SN s 66 ons ncevensnns Gloria Gingold 





thread of witchery and voodooism 
runs through both portions of the 
play and is responsible for some of 
its most telling action. Dodson 
shows aptitude for dialog writing, 
e ially bordering on poetic lines. 
he play has some excellent light- 
ing effects. Settings are sirikine, 
one of a graveyard in Haiti being 
outstanding. Religious rite dances, 
arranged by Dean Goodelle, are per- 
formed to the music of Shirley Gra- 
ham; the combination is distinctive. 
Embryo thesps sive excellent ac- 
counts of themselves. Play is type 
that can be pretty hammy if not 
done well, but these tyros put the 
story across with sincerity and con- 
viction. Priscilla Langenbach does 
well with the lead and is ably 
matched by Everett Gammon oppo- 
site her. lance of the cast is good 
in support. e. 


SO I TOOK A CHANCE 


(UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN) 
Madison, Wis., May 12. 


Farce in three acts and four scenes by J. 
Russell Lane and Cy Howard; presented by 
the University theatre staged by Walter 
ated at the University theatre, May 10, 


Louis Kahn Mason Abrams 


BOSS MOOR. sccevsessaes 44 Elmer Borsuk 
Mire.. Sol Habe. ....ccccces Ethelyn Bahcalt 
ee nt Oe eee Tee Cy Howard 
i 3 "ere J. Russell Lane 
Ree eae Dimetra Taliaferro 
Maxine Russell.............Mary Theobald 
Mrs. May Russell....... Charline Wackman 


Mr. Stephen Russeil 
Jimmie Russell 
Smith 
Mr. 


Carl B. Cass 
John Canepa 
tay Stechowiak 
Walter Roach 





This comedy is good for a college 
show, and with some brushup should 
have same possibilities. Particularly 
effective are the lines and pace of 
the initial act. Weakness lies in the 

(Continued on page 46) 
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Chicago Okay; ‘Holiday’ Tops $17,000, 


‘Skylark 146, Both Out, Children’ 146 


Chicago, May 23. 

The Loop slides to one show cur- 
rently with the fold of ‘Skylark’ and 
*Knickerbocker Holiday,’ both of 
which went four weeks locally. How- 
ever, the stock company installed in 
the Civic theatre by J. Charles Gil- 
bert is still part of the local scene. 
Its current revival of ‘Petticoat 
Fever,’ with Guy Robertson, con- 
tinues another two weeks. 

In the Loop only ‘My Dear Chil- 
dren,’ with John Barrymor., is pres- 
ent. Show has caught on well, 
though it limped into town. Notices, 
however, put it over immediately, 
and seats are now selling to June 10. 

Federal Theatre Project closed its 
‘Hamlet’ after a strong run and will 
reopen the Blackstone in two weeks 
with ‘As You Like It’ for the third 
of the three Shakespearean plays 
scheduled. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ Grand 
(4th—final week) (1,300; $3.30). 
Closed for season here Saturday (20), 
topping $17,000, good. Most of the 
company back to New York, with 


Walter Huston staying over for a 
radio appearance. 
‘My Dear Children, Selwyn (2d 


week) (1,000; $2.75). Pace holding 
up well. Strong at $14,000. 

‘Skylark,’ Harris (4th—final week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Current Gertrude 
Lawrence show failed to warm up 
the audience as much as her ‘Susan 
and God’ earlier this season. Wound 
up, however, with strong $14,000 on 
closing notice. 


REVIVAL 


‘Petticoat Fever,’ Civic (Ist week) 
(800; $1.65). Drew good notices, but 
doesn’t indicate wicket ability. Took 
$4,000 first week. 


WPA 
‘Awake and Sing,’ Great Northern. 
‘Hamlet,’ Blackstone. Closed on 


Saturday (20). 





$75 Minimum 











(Continued from page 41) 





at the World’s Fair in ‘Railroads on 
Parade,’ which is not given Mondays. 
At his request, the usual Tuesday 
council session was switched so that 
he could be on hand.as the plan’s 
proponent. Because of the change, 
the usual Monday meeting of the As- 
.sociated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica was postponed until Wednesday 
(24), when the claim of television 
jurisdiction by Equity is expected to 
be voted upon. 
$46 Teo Low 


Blunkall contends that the $40 
minimum is too low and he points 
out that stage hands and musicians 
wage scales are higher, also that the 
rank and file Equityite gets less than 
artists in the other Four A’s affili- 
ates. Proposer also argues that with 
‘comparatively few jobs in the legit 
field, it is logical that those limited 
to stage appearances receive what is 
regarded as a livable wage. 

Those opposed see the matter in 
an entirely different way. They 
claim that if the $75 minimum had 
been established before there would 
be considerably fewer shows operat- 
ing at this time, and therefore a 
more severe unemployment prob- 
lem. Pointed out that a bunch of 
Broadway attractions are now on a 
cut-salary basis, with many piayers 
accepting $50 plus possible percent- 
age to keep operating until business 
improves. 

Those opposed to the idea argue 
that most, if not all those shows 
would have folded under the Blunk- 
all minimum. Recent seasons have 
shown that the legit field has stead- 
ily narrowed and it is felt that boost- 
ing the minimum may mean fewer 
shows than ever in the future. 

300 Actors Per Job 

Stated there are 300 legit actors 
for every available job at this time, 
so that making production more haz- 
ardous would directly affect actors. 
Also claimed that a boost would be 
an open invitation to persons in cther 
fields crashing into show business 
because the minimum would be 
higher than they could possibly earn 
in present jobs. Declared, too, that 
despite the many drama schools, any 
number of people have managed to 
get into show business without pre- 
vious experience. 

Finally, those opposed fear that if 
the minimum were boosted to $75 it 
might rapidly become the maximum 
for many actors, with the likelihood 
that the $100 and $150 actor would 
be cut down to the proposed figure. 
As with other minimums, name play- 
ers would not be affected, but such 
artists are far in the minority. 
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Dirty Linen Scares Off 
‘Beds’ Biz in N. Haven 


New Haven, May 23. 

‘Clean Beds,’ which had a run on 
the Coast, opened its eastern stand 
here to mixed reaction last week. 
Although preem drew applause, for 
acting and presentation, word-of- 
mouth on repulsiveness of the off- 
color theme killed trade for final 
performances, On three-show stand, 
last two petered to virtual washout. 

With nothing further booked, ex- 
cept for a couple of local events in 
June, the Shubert is shuttering. Sea- 
son has been best in several years, 
both from financial and attraction 
standpoint. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Clean Beds,’ Shubert (1,600; $2.20). 
Questionable notices hurt. Below 
$2,000 in three shows. 


Desert Song’ 
Big 306, L.A; 
Mice’ OK, 66 








Los Angeles, May 23. 


Second annual season of light 
opera ass’n started with a bang last 
week, being devoted to revival of 
‘The Desert Song,’ featuring Allan 
Jones. Current is ‘A Waltz Dream,’ 
in for one week, with ‘Cat and Fid- 
dle’ and ‘Gypsy Baron,’ with John 
Charles Thomas, for one week each, 
to follow. 

El Capitan brought back ‘Of Mice 
and Men’ for six days, which played 
to fair repeat biz. House is dark 
until Thursday (25) when ‘William 
Tell,’ presented by Continental Play- 
ers (European refugees), opens for 
indefinite stay. 

Biltmore was relighted last night 
(Monday) with repeat engagement 
of ‘Tobacco Road,’ John Barton fea- 
tured. . 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Desert Song,’ Philharmonic Audi- 
torium (M-2,700; $2.20). Near capac- 
ity all week, with nifty $30,000. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ El] Capitan, 
Hollywood (D-1,560; $1). Six-night 
return date wound up with around 


6 B’way Fatalities 


Most successful oy last Saturday’s 
(20) outgoing attractions on Broad- 
way was ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ 
which had a run of 34 weeks at the 
Miller. Comedy had been regarded 
a sure thing for summer. It aver- 
aged better than $15,000 weekly dur- 
ing the first half of the date. Slipped 
recent slump to $5,00° or less. 











KISS THE BOYS GOODBYE 

Opened Sept. 28, ’39. Clare 
Beothe comedy received mixed 
notices, but helpful enes for the 
bexeffice. Watts (Herald Tribune) 
wrote that ‘it is vigereus com- 
edy.’ Lockbridge (Sun) thought 
it ‘a bright little comedy, on 
the whole.” VARIETY (Ibee) 
said it ‘possesses plenty of en- 
tertainment.’ 











‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ one of the | 
rare colored cast dramas to land on | 
Broadway, went off at the Empire 
after playing 20 weeks. For nuost of 
the engagement the grosse. averaged 
better than $11,000, earning a fairly 
good profit, but show was caught in 
the slump. 





MAMBA’S DAUGHTERS 


Opened Jan. 3, 1939. Opinion 
generally unfavorable, but Ethel 
Waters’ performance drew unan- 
imeus praise. Atkinsen (Times) 
panned both play and perform- 
ance, but subsequently retracted 
his criticism of the latter. VA- 
RIETY (Ibee) said ‘it will serve 
moderately weli.’ 








‘Mexicana,’ which was sponsored 
br the Mexican government, closed 
at the 46th Street, where it approxi- 
mated five weeks. Despite friendly 
press, revue operated in red with 
takings around $5,000 level. 





MEXICANA 


Opened April 21, ’39. With few 
exceptions, the reception to this 
folk-revue was unfavorable. At- 
kinson (Times) remarked that it 
‘leaves an impression of medi- 
ecrity., VARIETY (Hebe) said 
‘moderate stay seems likely.’ 








‘Swing Mikado’ was taken off at 
the 44th Street afte three thin 
weeks. Originally a WPAer, this 
colored cast musical was taken over 
commercially after doing well, scale 
being lifted. Around $4,000 weekly, 
or half the cost of operation. 





$6,000, okay. 
WPA 


‘The Big Blow,’ Mayan. Debuts 
tonight (Wednesday ). 

‘Run Li'l Chillun,’ Hollywood Play- 
house. Opened here Thursday (18) 
for four weeks after record-break- 
ing 44 weeks at Mayan downtown. 

‘Excursion,’ Belasco. 





Todd Dickering ‘Hot 
Mikado’ for N. Y. Fair 


New York World’s Fair officials, 
on the hunt for attractions for the 
Music Hall, are dickei:ing for Mike 
Todd’s ‘Hot Mikado’ to go into the 
spot on a percentage arrangement. 
show is current at the 
Broadhurst, N. Y., where it has been 
playing in the red for the past few 
weeks, being off at the b.o. along 
with the rest of Broadway. 

Todd, it is reported, is looking for 
a summer-long deal, while the Fair 
is said to be offering only a two or 
four-week booking. Negotiations 
were still continuing last night 
(Tuesday ). 





Current Roadshows 


(Week of May 22) 








Frank Fay Vaudeville — Royal 
Alexander, Toronto. 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye” — Geary, , 
San Francisco. } 
‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more )—Selwyn, Chicago. 


‘Saturday’s Children’ (Frances ' 
Farmer) -—- Maplewood, -Maplewood, 
N. J. 


‘Tobacce Road’—Biltmore, Los An- 
geles. 





‘Whiteoaks’ $9,000 
Hartford, May 23. 


On the last leg of a successful 39- 
week tour of the States and Canada, 
‘Whiteoaks’ grossed nicely at the} 
Bushnell Memorial Thursday roasted 
nisht. 

With Ottawa, Utica, Providence | 
and Rochester, N. Y., which were | 
also played during the week, the! 
final gross came to $9,008. ! 





| the $13,000 after 


SWING MIKADO 

Opened March 1, °39. WPA 
musical was termed by Mantle 
(News) ‘a grand and genial 
show.’ Watts (Tribune) thought 
show.’ Watts (Tribune) thought it 
‘an engaging novelty”. VARIETY 
(Hobe) predicted ‘it appears te 
have the stuff for wide audience 
appeal.’ 











‘Day in the Sun’ opened and closed 
at the Biltmore last week. Drew 
weak press and played but seven 
performances. 





DAY IN THE SUN 


Opened May 17, °39. Received 
a severe drubbing from the crit- 
ics. Brown (Post) rapped, ‘now 
we know the worst.” Andersen 
(Journal) cracked that it might 
‘drive playgoers further than 
Flushing...as far west as San 
Francisco, er merely out of their 
minds.’ 








‘One For The Money’ is announced 
to close temporarily on Saturday 
(27), when it will have completed 
a stay of 16 weeks. Intimate revue 
fared moderately well, climbing to 
averaging $11,000 


| attractions 








weekly for some time. Skidded in 
past two weeks. It is slated to re- | 
sume June 19 afier a three-week lay- | 


will start piling in for the World’s | 


Fair. 


ONE FOR THE MONEY 
Opened Feb. 4, '39. Critical | 
epinion was almest uniformly | 
unfavorable on this intimate re- 
vue. Atkanson (Times) said it 
was ‘virtually a private joke.’ 
Mantle (News) thought it ‘a bit 
uncertain as sustained enier- 
tainment.” Variety (Ibee) said, 
‘lacking in belly laughs nd makes 
no real attempt at so-called so- 
phistication, but it has the tang 
ef chic, youth and is diverting.’ 











—— 





12 Shows Quit Bway in Last 3 Wks.: 
Cut Rates, Week-to-Week Notices: 
Hellz 296, ‘Stery’ 236, Hit Least 





By the end of the week at least 12 
will have disappeared 
from Broadway since early May. 


Business hadn't been so forte since | 
Easter, but actually the heavy slump | 


started with 
World’s Fair. 
There were nine shows in 
rates. While this is not a record, it’s 
unusual. ~Quite a number have 
been in the red, as indicated by the 
rush to cut costs and the posting of 
week-to-week notices. 


the opening of the 


Among the musicals ‘Hellzapoppin’ | 


alone has maintained its virtual ca- 
pacity gait, with some performances 
drawing standees. Take last week 
was again $29,000. ‘The Philadelphia 
Story,’ only drama credited with sell- 
ing out, got more than any of the 
other musicals, $23,000. “The Ameri- 
can Way’ slipped to that level, but 
anticipates better going this week. 
‘No Time for Comedy,’ ‘Abe Lincoln 


| in Illinois’ and ‘The Little Foxes’ are 


the other leaders, but all have felt 
the decline to some degree. 


Usually, Memorial Day (30) is re- 
garded as sure of visitor patronage 
and matinees are general. Managers 
are apathetic, however, and indica- 
tions are that the number of mats 
will be considerably under other 
seasons. Most showmen figure the 
Fair will get most of the incoming 
people. 

Last week’s new shows appear to 
have doubtful chances. ‘The Devil 
and Daniel Webster,’ Beck, is a class 
attraction. ‘The Brown Danube,’ 
Lyceum, drew a mild press. ‘Day 
in the Sun’ has already closed at the 
Biltmore. ‘Life and Death of an 
American’ was opened by the WPA 
at the Elliott. 

Other sudden closings last Satur- 
day: ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye, Miller; 
“‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Empire; ‘Mexi- 
cana,’ 46th Street; ‘Swing Mikado,’ 
44th Street. ‘One for the Money’ is 
announced to stop at the Booth Sat- 


‘ANGEL SMASH 
$26,000, BOY 
66, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 23. 
The last two shows of the 1938-39 
season here wound up their two- 
week stays with generally good biz 
and both could have remained at a 
profit, provided weather breaks were 
favorable. ‘I Married An Angel,’ 
with a big upstairs draw that re- 
sulted in overflows almost every per- 
formance, boosted to $26,500 in its 
final week at the Forrest. ‘Golden 
Boy,’ at the Erlanger, also picked u 
smartly in its second week, also wit 
a strong balcony play, and local man- 
agement wanted to keep show an- 
other week. In fact, up until Thurs- 
day night (18), there was a strong 
possibility of a holdover. Disrup- 
tion of the company, with several 
of the players having Hollywood and 
other commitments, prevented. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘I Married An Angel,’ Forrest (2d- 


final week) (2,000; $3). Jumped to 
$26,500 in final week with balcony 





trade very big throughout. Fort- 
night’s stay excellent. 
‘Golden Boy,’ Erlanger (2d-final 


week) (1,750; $2). Picked up, espe- 
cially upstairs, and could have stayed 
but company was breaking up for 
other commitments; $6,000. 


‘Steed’ Disappointing 
In Boston with $8,500 


Boston, May 23. 
There’s a lull for a week, though 





| off, when it is figured out-of-towners | ‘Streets of Paris’ is slated to preem 


May 29. Bobby Clark, Luella Gear, 
Abbott and Costello, Della Lind, 
Carmen Miranda and Jean Sablon 
are among the names with this Shu- 
bert-Olsen-Johnson revue. 

The other anticipated item is 
‘Yokel Boy.’ the new Lew Brown 
musical, dated for June 19, The Fed- 
eral Theatre comes in with ‘Big 
Blow,’ dramatization of book by The- 
odore Pratt on backwoods folk in 
Florida. Opening is May 30. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘White Steed,’ Wilbur (2d-final 
week} (1,227: $2.20). Word-of-mouth 
and press both boosted the play and 
the players during its two-week 
visit. but the b.o. was disappointing. 





cut | 


urday (27), 
June 19. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abe Lincoln in Hlinois,’ Plymouth 
32d week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Among 
select few expected to withstand the 
| Slump; around $16,000, still exceleni. 

‘Beys From Syracuse,’ Alvin (27th 
| week) (M-1,325; $3.30). One of 
| musicals severely affected by the 
[letdown and is on cut-salary basis; 

rated around $11,000; running week 
} to week. 

‘Clean Beds,’ Golden (lst week) 
| (CD-789; $3.30). Presented by James 
Timony and Lee Shubert; written by 
George S. George; originally done on 
the Coast; opens Thursday (25). 

‘Day im the Sun,’ Biltmore. Yanked 
Saturday (20) after seven perform- 
ances; drew bad press. 

‘Family Pertrait,, Morosco (12th 
week) (D-691; $2.20). Struggling: 
cast took cut; week to week; under 
$5,000 


but slated to resume 


‘Hellizapoppin,’ Winter 
| (27th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Only 
musical that has maintained its 
front-running pace, indicating it will 
span summer and go well into next 


Garden 


season; again over $29,000. 
‘Hot Mikado,’ Broadhurst (10th 
week) (M-1,116; $3.30). Slipped fur- 


ther; may improve with closing of 
‘Swing’ version; claimed $9,000; un- 
der even break. 

‘I Must Leve Someone,’ Vanderbilt 
(16th week) (C-800; $3.30) An ex- 
ception to rule of slipping grosses 
according to claim of $1,000 rise with 
cut rate aid; rated around $5,000. 

‘Kiss Boys Goedbye,’ Miller. Added 
to Saturday’s closings; played 34 
weeks; recently grosses steadily de- 
clined; had planned to hold into 
Jure; rated under $5,000 for final 
week despite final performance an- 
nouncements. 

‘Leave It to Me,’ Imperial (29th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Former list 
leader has been affected like nearly 
all. others; dipped under $18,000 last 
week; close to even break. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Empire. 
Taken off Saturday (20) after 20 
weeks; did rather well most of way 
but slipped under $7,000 last sesh, 
which is red operation. 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
(6th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Not 
capacity but very strong under poor 
conditions; stated to have $25,000 ad- 
vance sale; last week quoted around 
$19,000. 

‘One fer the Money,’ Booth (16th 
week) (R-708; $3.85). Closes Satur- 
day but due to resume June 19; an- 
other show that had to revise oper- 
ating costs and was on week-to-week 
basis; slipped under $7.000. 

‘Stars in Your Eyes,’ Majestic (16th 
week) (M-1,717; $3.30). Has taken 
beating in past month or so and also 
went on cut salary basis; rated 
around $13,000, lowest to date. 

‘Swing Mikade,’ 44th Street. Taken 
off Saturday (20) after three lean 
weeks; approximated $4,000; less 
than half operating cost. 

‘The American Way, Center (18th 
week) (D-3,433; $3.30). Has dropoed 
much more than expected but indi- 
cations are for improvement this 
week; around $23,000, low for date so 
ar. 


‘The Little Foxes,’ National (15th 
week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Among the 
leaders: has felt the theatre depres- 
sion, though, with gross around 
$15.500. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(9th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Man- 
ages to sell out, only show to register 
capacity; quoted at $23,000. 

‘The Brown Danube,’ Lyceum (2d 
week) (D-1,006; $2.20). Opened last 
mid-week; drew distinctly mild 
press, but went to extra-space ads 
Monday (22). 

‘The Primrose Path,’ Cort (20th 
week) (CD-1,059; $3.30). Rated 
around $4,000; staying for expected 
improvement. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (285th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). May be 
operating somewhat in the red, but 
is anticipating Fair visitor suport; 
$3.000. 








‘What a Life,” Mansfield (58th 
week) (C-1,059; $3.30). Down to 
$3,000. 


REVIVAL 
‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (23d 
week) (D-873; $3.30). IT iding its 
own; quoted over $6,000. 
ADDED 
‘Susanna Den’t You Cry’ and ‘Devil 
and Daniel Webster,’ Beck (2d week) 
(O-1,241; $3.50). Latter operetta 
opened Thursday (18), drawing 
favorable attention in °  qsie circles: 
‘Susanna’ opened Monday (22): bills 
indicated for subscribers j rincipally. 
*Mexicana,’ 46th Street. Withdrawn 
Saturday (20); operated in red dur- 
ing five-week engagement; some talk 
of revising show and relichting; 
$5,000 for imported revue last week, 
‘Pins and Needies,’ Labor Stage 
(77th week). Approximating $5,000, 


okay for intimate union revue. 
WPA 
‘Life and Death of American,’ 


Elliott. 
‘Sing fer Your Supper,’ Adelphi. 














Finale under $8,509. 
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‘Pinecchio,’ Ritz, 
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Ticeatesnial New Locality Play For 
Berkshire Barn; 


Barter Expanding 





‘Bicentennial,’ a new play written 
specially for the occasion, will be 
given the week of Aug. 21 by the 
Berkshire playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass. to commemorate the’ 20th an- 
niversary of the founding of the 
town. Piece was written by Allen 
Osborne, a native of Stockbridge 
and still a resident there. It is a 


comedy with a local historical back- | 


ground. William B, Miles, director 
of the theatre, has no idea of bring- 
ing the play to Broadway, but fig- 
ures it should have a strong local 
draw. 
at the spot, will play the lead. 

Other bills on the 10-week Stock- 
bridge season will include ‘White- 
oaks,’ with Ethel Barrymore, as the 
opener June 26; Glenda Farrell in 
‘Anna Christie,’ Florence Reed 
‘The Circle,’ Thornton Wilder 
‘Our Town,’ and either Jane Cowl 
or Violet Heming in ‘First Lady.’ 
There will be two exchange produc- 
tions with Westport, Conn. Miss 
Barrymore will also start in ‘White- 
oaks’ at Mt. Kisco, N. Y., June 19, 
and at Dennis, Mass., July 3. 





Barter Theatre Expanding 

Barter Theatre, Abingdon, Va., 
will expand this season, planning to 
send out three companies to play 
Bristol, Va.; Johnson City, Tenn.; 
Kingsport, Tenn., and Linville and 
Blowing Rock, N. C. Strawhat fol- 
lowed a somewhat similar policy a 
couple of years ago, but on a more 
moderate scale. About 60 actors will 
be used in this season’s venture, 

Robert Porterfield, director of the 
spot wants Sinclair Lewis or Wal- 
ter Huston to guest-star in ‘Our 
Town.’ Huston, who is currently on 
the Coast and plans a summer va- 
cation in Scotland, will probably not 
be available, but Lewis is playing 
the part in several other strawhats 
and might conceivably repeat it for 
the Barter outfit. Two new plays 
will be preemed by the spot, Fred 
Stewart's ‘Lady Baltimore’ and Les- 
lie McLeod’s ‘We'll Take the High 
Road.” 





Mitzi Green in ‘Merton’ 


A revised version of ‘Merton of 
the Movies,’ with Mitzi Green and 
O. Z. Whitehead, will open the sea- 
son at the Cape playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass., June 24. George S. Kaufman 
and Mare Connelly, the original au- 
thors, have been approached to do 
the modernization. Also on the 
Dennis schedule is the Sacha Guitry- 
Oscar Straus operetta, ‘Mariette,’ 
with Helen Ford and Georges 
Metaxa. 





Rivkin-Spiegelgas Play 

‘Date Line Geneva,’ a new one by 
Allen Rivkin and Leonard Spiegel- 
gas, screen writers, with Glenda 
Farrell starred, will be préemed this 
summer at the Theatre-by-the-Sea, 
Matinuck, R. I. Other bills will in- 
clude Elissa Landi in ‘Tovarich’ and 
Walter Hampden in ‘Shadow and 
Substance.’ House, which was vir- 


tually destroyed in last fall’s hurri- 





Richard Hale, veteran actor | 





; Show Shop, Canton, Conn. Eddie 
|O’Shea. June 21. 

Mountain theatre, Braddock 
| Heights, Md. Haskell Coffin, Jr., and 


| James Decker. June 21. 


| 


| theatre, Newfoundland, Pa. 
iStark. June 26. 
Guild, 


Wallace 


| Actor’s Terminal theatre, 


| Cincinnati. Owen Phillips. June 8. i THE BROWN DANUBE: 


Village Hall, Framingham Center, 
Mass. J. Phillip O’Brien. July 5. 


| J, Herzog, Warren G. Smith, Alex- 
|ander Evans, William Holland. June 
9, 


| Repertory players, Manchester, N. 
iH. June 21. 


Cape theatre, Cape May, N. J. T. 
|C. Upham. 


Andron’s Playhouse, Haines Falls, 
| N. . e 
| Band Box Players, Hastings Hill 
| theatre, Suffield, Conn. June 27, 


WPA Play: 


[Life and Death 


American 
(Continued from page 42) 


in 
in | 














of an 





isolated scenes in this story of 
America through the life of an aver- 
age American, the drama remains 
stubbornly unmoving. Merely a good 
show, But somehow, in the wealth of 
good intention that obviously went 
into the writing, it should have been 
much more than that. 


In outline, the play presents the 
life of Jerry Dorgan, born of a 
laboring family in an eastern indus- 
trial city on the eve of the new cen- 
tury. He goes through the usual 
youth, with its hopes, fun, escapades 
and minor tragedies, He plays foot- 
ball in school and learns to study, 
wears his first long pants and gets a 
girl, But he has to give up thoughts 
of college and becomes a factory 
worker when his father dies. Later, 
he goes to war, following which he 
works his way up in an airplane fac- 
tory when the depression flattens 
him. Finally, he’s killed in the 
Memorial Day massacre of steel 
strikers in Chicago. 

While the writing fails to com- 
press that story into a drama of ris- 
ing intensity, much of the fault is 
apparently due to inexpert direction 
and unimpassioned playing. The 
staging of group scenes, the musical 
score, chants and dances are all 
more or less effective, but the in- 
timate scenes of personal drama in- 
variably fail to ignite excitement. 
Much of that is apparently the fault 
of J. Arthur Kennedy, the lead. As 
the cog of the whole play, he gives 
a reasonably sincere and always 
honest performance, but it tends to 
be all on a single plane. Although 
the part offers a chance for virtuoso 
playing, Kennedy never drives to a 
climax and invariably leaves the 
spectator just short of enlivened 
drama. It’s a moderately able per- 
formance in a part that begs for 














cane, has been entirely repaired and | greatness. 
a baleony seating 200 has been| Most of the other principals are 
added. Spot will be operated by the| credible. Mary Rolfe is direct and 
Associated Producers’ Co., with| versuasive as the girl, John Pote and 
Thom Conroy directing. Season | Helene C. Ambrose are simple and 
opens June 26. genuine as the boy’s parents, Danny 
yk is Faroe & the younger 
erry and Kendall Clark is satisfac- 
Added Strawhats tory as Jerry’s lifelong friend. As 
Napanaoch (N. Y.)  playhouse.| is customary with WPA shows, the 
Ralph Marcus, bit parts are played with extra- 
Civic Union theatre, Syracuse an at wong erm: és» fe 3 
Y.) : ity. : As a relief show at a $1.10 top 
(N.Y.) University. Sawyer Falk ‘Life and Death of An American’ 
———— should be a solid boxoffice success. 
But it misses being a dramatic 
smash. 






“STARS IN YOUR EYES” 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 























ERNEST C. ROLLS 


Presents 


VIOLET CARLSON 


AS THE STAR 
Newest Sensational Hit Show 
Tire Famous 
TONDON CASINO REVLE 
Now Playing His Majesty's Theatre, 
Melbourne, Australia 


of his 
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‘Must Give Particulars 
| To Rose in ‘Jumbo’ Suit 


George L. Bard and Rosalind Mia 
Copping were ordered to furnish a 


. bill of particulars to Billy Rose, Billy 
, Rose’s ‘Jumbo,’ Inc.; John Hay Whit- 
|ney. Ben Hecht, Charles McArthur, 
‘Jimmy Durante, John Murray Ander- 
|} son, George Abbott, the Texas Cen- 
| tennial Livestock and the Frontier 
|Days Exposition, by N. Y. Federal 
| Judge Vincent L. Leibell yesterday 
(Tues.). . 

The defendants, who are being 
| sued for the plagiarism of the plain- 
| tiffs’ play, ‘A Cukusy Csillaga,’ or 
| ‘Star of the Circus,’ which is claimed 
|to be ‘Jumbo’ in disguise, state that 
| they are unable to read Hungarian, 
land ask that the play be translated. 
| Varied other incidentals, in connec- 
tion with it, are requested, 





Town Square theatre, St. Louis. 7 


Beau Broun 


As the Beau Brummel of the 
Newspaper Guild, Heywood 
Broun, assisted by Clare Boothe 
and Clifton P. Fadiman, will 
judge men’s clothes of those at- 
tending Random House’s party 
tomorrow night (Thursday). 








Mae Desmond Players, Haubert | | 


| 


| 


It’s in honor of Elizabeth 
Hawes’ new book, ‘Men Can 
Take It.’ 


———3 


Literati 


N.Y. Seribblers Elect 

New officers elected last week by 
the N.Y. Newspaper Women’s club 
and the N.Y. Financial Writers’ As- 
sociation, with Kathleen McLaughlin, 
of the Times, named to head the for- 
mer organization, and John P. Brod- 
erick, Wall Street Journal, named 














Plays on Broadway 








(Continued from page 42) 


since the ‘Anschluss’; therefore the 
stage version is hardly more reveal- 
ing. 

Abuse of the C:tholic as well as 
the Jew is perha’. the author’s prin- 
cipal point. Gadget that measures 
heads supposedly as a .neans of de- 
termining whether or not a person 
is ‘Aryan,’ is applied to Prince Von 
Tornheim and his kin by the brown- 
shirt investigators, who rule that 
Elsa, a daughter, is nor ‘Aryan.’ 

She indignantly denies such status, 
which leads to the show's top laugh 
line. When Zita demands te know 
if she is a Jewess or Japanese, the 
caustic German says that the Japs 
are ‘our allies’—and ‘they are Japa- 
nese Aryans.’ Zita is played by 
Gladys Hanson who has dropped 
considerable weight since her last 


appearance, -Helen G. Bonfils who 
produced ‘Danube’ with George 
Somnes, her husband, has a part, 


billed as Diana Bowman. 

Opening scene is aboard a com- 
partment car, showing members of 
the Von Tornheirm family fleeing 
Vienna. They are brusquely ordered 
back after nearing the Swiss border, 


following scene within the castle 
being overrun by domineering 
brownshirts. Princess FErika had 


known Ernst Hammaka, born into 
peasanthood on the Von Tornheim 
estate, since childhood; he’s now a 
commissioner for th: district, a cruel, 
covetous official. 

Although wed to a peasant, he 
designs divorce and marriage with 
Erika. To gain that end Hammaka 
imprisons her brother, and so Erika 
assents to his plans to save the lad 
from torture. When a brownshirt 
is killed by her fiance, all hands are 
ordered to report to the police. How 
the wise old head of the clan solves 
the situation for his people by cast- 
ing doubt upon the cor:missioner’s 
claim to being ‘Aryan’ is a twist that 
makes for an effective ending, re- 
sulting in the refugees being permit- 
ted to leave the country. 

Jessie Royce Landis plays the 
troubled Erika. Her submission to 
the brutal Hammaka is not con- 
vincing, indicating a fault in the 
script. Dean Jagger. in from Holly- 
wood to play in ‘Missouri Legend’ 
early last fall, appears in his third 
play this season. His impersonation 
of the dictatorial Ernst is quite be- 
lievable. Ernest Lawford as the 
kindly, fearless head of the house, 
is the show’s most appealing charac- 
ter. Edgar Stehli is very good as 
the head investigator, the fellow who 
pulls the line about the Japs. There 
are a number of others who stand 
out now and then. Ibee. 


DAY IN THE SUN 


Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 
Edward R. Sammis and Ernest V. Heyn; 
stars Taylor Holmes; staged by Arthur 


Sircom; setting, Louis Kennel: presented 
by Forbes Dawson; at Biltmore, N. Y., 
May 16, '39; $3.30 top. 

See PENNIES 6.6 ¢.anedmecccessece* Matt Briggs 
PINs 55.3 00456604d060000600 Royal Cutter 
Gert Hubbell......cccccee @ccces Maida Reade 
a CHR 1250 00808eee's Fdward Butler 
Ann Sumner.......eccees+-Elizabeth Reller 
Brickie Hubbell...............James Truex 
Charlie Sumner.............Taylor Holmes 
Judge Livingstone....... St. Clair Bayfield 
Dick Blanchard.............Ralph Holmes 
Horace Grogan.,........ Frank McCormack 
MEOECIM .DEGIION, . ccccscdeccsces Franklyn Fox 
Frank Burroughs............:.James Todd 
Photographer........e0........Sorele Sayer 
A tu 3 5« 4 «5 Sebbdee de Jacqueline de Wit 


Jack Hasler 





One of those typically inconse- 
quential items that usually come 
along every late spring, ‘Day in the 
Sun’ will have a brief stay. It’s a 
trivial con-edy, ineptly written, bad- 
ly staged and caly adequately 
played. In the current tough going 
on Broadway it hasn’t a prayer and 
its picture prospects are negligible. 
_.The play has a fairly promising 
idea, concerning an amiable dreamer 
who makes a career of competing in 
ad-slogan contests, etc. An inad- 
vertent defense witness in a sensa- 
tional murder trial, he becomes the 
center of public clamor. which has 
unexvected reactions on the other 
members of his household. The few 
comic possibilities in that idea are 
bogged down by needless characters 
and situations, all clumsily handled. 

Taylor Holmes has an attractive 
manner and does what he can to 
bring the principal part to life, but 
is only moderately successful. Maida 
Reade is acceptable as his sister and 
Franklyn Fox is satisfactory as a 
criminal lawyer. Most of the others 
give purely stock perform ‘neces. 

Hobe. 





Withdrawn Saturday; played seven 


| ficers 
| women are Mrs. Marie M. Meloney, 





perjormances; printed for the record. 


prez of the financial writers. 

Miss McLaughlin succeeds Miriam 
Lundy, of the Daily News. Other of- 
elected by the newspaper 


Herald Tribune, first v.p.; Sally Mac- 
Dougall, World-Telegram, second 
v.p.; Mary Dougherty, 
American, third v.p.; Martha Coman, 
club’s founder, treasurer; Joan Dur- 
ham, AP, assistant treasurer; Loretta 
Miller, King Features, corresponding 
sec; Donna Grace, Journal-Ameri- 
can, recording sec; Ruth Reynolds, 
News, assistant recording sec; Edith 
M. Barber, Sun, house committee 
chairman; Kay Thomas, Sun, admis- 
sions committee chairman, and 
Peggy Foldes, RKO press depart- 
ment, associate members chairman. 

New officers of the financial writ- 
ers besides Broderick are George 
Wanders, Herald Tribune, v.p.; Todd 
Wright, News, sec, and Thomas P. 
Swift, Times, treasurer. Broderick 
succeeds Elliott V. Bell, of the Times, 
as prez. 





That New Manhattan Paper 

Group which is readying that pro- 
jected new daily newspaper for N.Y, 
has moved into Rockefeller Center, 
where they're writing, illustrating 
and editing endless dummies in the 
effort to get the desired thing in 
shape. Move puts Ralph McAllister 
Ingersoll, who’s on an ‘indefinite 
leave of absence’ from Time to serve 
as publisher for the proposed daily, 
back in the building where he pre- 
viously labored. Time offices are on 
an upper floor. 

No more interviews being granted 
to prospective staff members for the 
new paper. Dashiell Hammett, the 
whodunit scribbler, one of the spon- 
sors, had been interviewing appli- 
cants for a time. No commitments 
made, however. Job applications 
now have to be in writing only. 

Date for the paper’s debut won't 
be decided upon until the enterprise 
is completely worked out, according 
to Edward Stanley, who will edit. 
Doesn't see it ready for another six 
months, at least, and possibly a year. 
Denies it’s to be called P.M., as re- 
ported. Paper will be a tab, and 
with plenty of pictures. 

The venture is supposedly not an 
H. R. Luce enterprise, despite the 
Time-Life-Fortune background, 





Stodghill Publisher of Georgian 

Harold W. Stodghill named to suc- 
ceed late Herbert Porter as pub- 
lisher of Hearst’s Atlanta Georgian 
and Sunday American. Randolph 
Apperson Hearst, son of publisher, 
who has been member of sheets’ 
staff for three years, appointed ass’t 
publisher. He’s twin brother of 
David Hearst. Stodghill served three 
years as circulation mgr of Nash- 
ville Democrat, four years in same 
capacity with Mobile Item, 15 years 
as biz mgr of Louisville Courier- 
Journal and Times and in 1937 be- 
came associated with general man- 
agement of Hearst organization. 

Appointments were announced Sat- 
urday (20) by Joseph V. Connolly, 
gen. mgr. of Hearst papers, from 
Atlanta. 





Duell on Own 

C. Halliwell Duel!, v.p. of William 
Morrow & Co., quits that firm to en- 
ter the book-publishing field on his 
own. Due to step out June 1, where- 
upon he will embark on his new un- 
dertaking. < 

Duell with Morrow for a number 
of years, and credited with a large 
share in the development of that 
company. Has a number of advanced 
publishing ideas which he wants to 
put into practice, and feels he can 
best develop them on his own. 





Rates to Blame 

A number of the so-called class 
wood pulps have a blacklist of au- 
thors who have sold to reprint mags, 
one of the reasons given for the fall- 
ing off in sale of all fiction field. 
However, one of the pulp leaders 
has gone against its own rules, hav- 
ing published the sea novels of C. 
S. Forester after appearance in book 
form, and a serial of A. Merritt 
after former serialization and book 
form. The reason given for this, and 
print of a John Buchan yarn al- 
ready in film form, is that rates have 


Journal- | 


well there. Headliners won't pro. 
duce at the present word-rate level, 
F, V. W. Mason, author of ‘The Har. 
bor,’ is another stray-awayer. 





Booksellers Re-elect Pair 

A. H. Gehrs, of the Womrath book 
shops, and Ernest Eisele, of B. West. 
ermann, were re-elected prez and 
treasurer, respectively, of the Ameri. 
can Booksellers Association on the 
iclosing day of the organization’y 
annual convention in N.Y. on Thurs- 
| day. 
| Other officers elected, all of them 
new, are Karl Placht, Ist v.p.; W. W, 
Goodpasture, 2nd v.p.; Harry Hart- 








man, 3rd v.p.; and Marion Bacon, 
sec. Parley, which included round 
| of social activities as well as book 
trade business matters, closed with 
a dinner Thursday night. 
LITERATI OBITS 
James William Foley, 65, news- 


paper columnist, poet and lecturer, 
died May 17, in Pasadena, Cal. Be- 
ginning as a cub reporter on the 
Bismack (N. D.) Tribune, he worked 
in California for 25 years, the last 
11 years with the Pasadena Star- 
News. He was the author of 10 vol- 
umes of verse. 

John I. Day, 68, racing writer for 
over 30 years, died May 17 in Nas- 
sau, L. I., of a heart attack. One- 
time sports editor of the Chicago 
Tribune, he came to N.Y. to join the 
Morning Telegraph. Served that pa- 
per as racing editor for 25 years, 
concurrently writing for the N.Y. 
Press in addition. 

Henry Alloway, 82, former news- 
paper publisher and financial editor 
of the N. Y. Times, and the man who 
suggested to the late Adolph S. Ochs 
that he buy the Times when the 
paper was beset with financial dif- 
ficulties, died Friday (19) at his 
home in N. Y. Chance remark by 
Ochs that the Times offered possi- 
bilities led Alloway, financial writer 
for the paper, to tip off Ochs that 
the paper could be bought when 
learning there was money trouble. 
More recently had been a contributor 
to the Wall Street Journal. Survived 
by a son and two daughters. 

Melvin E. Coleman, 63, biographi- 
cal editor for AP for the past 10 
years and previously an editor for 
the news service for 34 years, died 
Friday (19) at his home in White 
Plains, N. Y. Worked in the Chi- 
cago AP office for many years and 
was also correspondent in St. Louis 
and Cincinnati before coming to N.Y. 

Daniel E. Davis, retired Pittsburgh 
newspaperman and former head of 
the old News Agency there, died in 
that city Saturday (20) after a brief 
illness. For several years, Davis was 
in charge of court reporters for the 
Tri-State News Bureau in Pittsburgh, 
which supplanted the News Agency. 
Tri-State folded when William Ran- 
dolph Hearst and Paul Block con- 
solidated four newsparers, Chronicle 
Telegraph, Gazette Times, Sun and 
Post, into two, morning Post-Ga- 
zette and evening Sun-Telegraph. 
Davis quit the business at that time. 
He was a bachelor. 





CHATTER 

William R. Pelkus has 
Newsweek. 

Louis Ogull getting his News Press 
Service started. 

Harry W. Scheyer has his new 
Monarch Publishing Co. under way. 

Evans Badgie Archer and Benja- 
min H. Cassell readying a new pub- 
lication, 

Salvi G. Zlutogorski has a new 
project which he calls the National 
Publishing Agency. 

Will Charles Oursler, son of Fulton 
Oursler, the Liberty ed, has a bride, 
the former Adelaide Burr. 

Carl Crow on his way to China, 
by way of India. To pick up data 
for a new book and Liberty arti- 
cles. 

Edward J. O'’Brien’s 25th annual 
anthology, ‘Best Short Stories, 1939,’ 
out this month. Houghton-Mifflin 
publishing. 

Douglas Gilbert, of N. Y. World- 
Telegram, has his ‘History of Vaude- 
ville’ near completion. Whittlesey 
House to publish. 

Kathleen Moore Knight, Crime 
Club writer, to summer in Martha's 
Vineyard after turning in a new 
script to Doubleday. 

When Lippincott brings out Caro- 
lyn Wells’ new whodunit, ‘Crime 
Tears On,’ in the autumn, it will be 
her 160th published work. 

Allan M. Smith, manager of the 
Milwaukee office of Western News- 


joined 





become so low that former favs like 
Talbot Mundy, Max Brand and! 
George Worts now have strayed | 
from pulps to the slicks, and fared | 


paper Union, national newspaper 
syndicate service, has resigned, e!- 
fective May 26. He has been named 
publisher of the Culbertson (Neb.) 
Progress. 
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Broadway 


Leon Spach 
Boy.’ 

Judge Fred Goldsmith broke toe | 
against bedpost. 

Tom Burke, ticket broker, ‘:ad all | 
but two teeth jerked. | 


Davey Mandell, former ticket | 
broker, okay after pneumonia. 

Jack (Red) Lewis, forre-ly 
Wynne and Lewis, broke his arm. 

Bob Kennedy, of Lyons & Lyons 
office, to Cleveland for his sister’s 
wedding. 

Allen Schnebbe manager 
American Lyric Theatre 
the Beck. 

Harry McDonald, RKO New Eng- 
land division manager, in town for 
a few days. { 


Mrs. Hal Roach and daughter, | 
Margaret, left Monday night (22) for | 
H~«'ly wood. 

Frieda Fishbein and Hans Bartsch, 
play agents, will share offices begin- | 
ning June 1 

T. X. Jones, Par accountancy 
executive, getting over a tough case | 
of poison ivy. 

Sidney Howard commuting be- 
tween New York and his Tyring- 
ham (Mass.) farm. 

Tom Girton, San Francisco im- 
presario, here with Japanese ballet 
at the World's Fair. 

John Erskine goes to the Coast in 
July to do a series of stories about 
film names for Liberty mag. 


Frank Snell, former v.p. of Van 
Beuren, forming a company to dis- 
tribute foreign pictures in U. S. 

Duke Wellington and missus back 
from Hollywood to stay, Wellington 
dickering on new connection in east. 

Press preview and dinner Friday 
night (26) by George Jessel for his 
Old New York sideshow at the Fair. 

George D. Lottman up from Miami 
Beach to huddle with John Krimsky 
on a Tin Pan Alley sideshow idea 
for the Fair. 

Sidney Fleischer, Dramatists Guild 
attorney and film sales negotiator, 
back at the office after convalescing 
from appendectomy. 


Dorothy Fletcher, who recently 
joined the Ann Watkins office, is 
now play-agenting Harry Wagstaff 
Gribble and Ayn Rand. 

Janet Marshall, Golden fellowship 
winner, is in Mexico City working 
on three plays and writing for an 
English-language paper. 

Lou Smith, associate producer 
with Frank Lloyd, on from the 
Coast to get background shots of 
bag York Harbor for ‘Rulers of the 
ea.’ 


Quite a few exhibitors are availing 
themselves of the clubrooms set up 
for them at RKO during the Fair, 
with H. M. Richey, former Michigan 
exhibitor leader, in charge. 

Leon & Eddie's previewing their 
rebuilt April-in-Paris room tonight 
(Wednesday), a very costly facelift 
for their W. 52d street institution, 
primed for the Fair visitors. 

Herb Crooker, who left Warner 
Bros. to produce a picture for Ber- 
narr MacFadden for the N. Y. Fair, 
has been promoted with the MacFad- 
den publishing interests to take com- 
plete charge of all photographic 
work. ey ‘ 

Harry Richman, who now has a 
fancy cigaret-case manufacturing 
company (case is of his own design), 
opens at the International Casino 
tomorrow (Thursday) night. The 
LC. sent out these cases to the press 
prior to the preem. 

Reversal of a $20,000 to $30,000 rap 
for possible salary arrears to waiters 
whom Sherman Billingsley ousted 
from his Stork Club was-‘celebrated’ 
by Stork habitues who know of the 
boniface’s insistence on certain high 
catering standards. 

Cc. C. Margon, Latin-American 
supervisor for Universal, is en route 
to South America for a three-month 
inspection tour. He will supervise 
releasing of U’s first two Spanish- 
language features obtained for the 
Latin-American trade. 


Sergei Soudeikine finished sets and 
costumes for Fokine Ballet’s produc- 
tion of ‘Paganini,’ to Rachmaninofi’s 
score. Will be »reemed in Australia 
and shown in London before the 
U. S. sees it. Designer now working 
on a show for R. C. Music Hall. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


The Gordon Giffens back from a 
theatrical winter in Omaha. 


Marcus Merwin, back from Coast, 
readying his Milford strawhat. 


Lincoln, foreign and revival film 
house, due to shutter for summer. 
Walter Pritchard Eaton will take 


life easy at Stockbridge this sum- 
mer. 


Morris Joseph drew _ testimonial 
from Film Row on 25t! anni with 
Universal. 

Lew Schaefer just recovering 
from the shock of a World's Fair 
dinner check. 

New competish for town’s film 
spots will be suburban drive-in the- 
‘re, due soon. 

Loew circuit managers gave Harry 


r manager of ‘Yokel | 


of the 
shows at 














| Shaw a blowout on fifth anni as dis- 


| ditio Westbrook Pegler. 





trict manager. 

Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz 
honor-guested by undergrad staff of 
Vif, Yale French mag. | 

Ed Lynch into Royer Sherman | 
from Bridgeport on temporary 
agerial swap with John Hesse. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


| 





| 


| 
} 


Lucy Munroe here. 

Fritz Reiner’s new house ready | 
June 15. 

Jascha Heifetz in for three weeks | 
at his farm. 

Fredric March trying out the local 
tennis courts. 

Wood Cowan back from 





| 


| 
Florida; | 
Pat Powers is building a $50,000 | 
swimming pool at Longshore. 

Lillian and Dorothy Gish will re- | 
turn to Wilson Point. their summer | 
home. 

Tim Durant, in from Europe, visit- 
ing the Justin Sturms en route to| 
Coast. | 

Cvuntry P‘ayhouse opens July 3) 
with Glenda Farrell in ‘Anna | 
Christie.’ 

Grace Moore spending her first | 
spring at her 200-year-old Zoar | 
farmhouse. 

Virginia Dunning off to Skowhe- | 
gan, Me., to play the daughter in| 
‘Susan and God.’ 

Helen Keller feted Frazier and | 
Emmy Hunt on their 23d wedding | 
anniversary last week. a 

Downie Bros. is first circus in this 
neighborhood this year, playing 
Bridgeport Monday (22). 


Kansas City 


By John W. Quinn 








J. L. Landes Carnival set-up at 
17th street and Indiana for three- 
week stand. 

Art Kassel and band to the stand 
at Hotel Muehbach, replacing Paul 
Pendarvis. Maldoni, magician, is the 
supporting act. 

Midland service staff trounced 
pushball team from Fox Tower and 
Esquire theatres. Midland vs. Regent 
next on schedule. 

Fairyland Park bringing in Amsler 
Bros. and their Dixie Swing band 
over week end. Lida Mae Coy, local 
gal, songstress with outfit. 

Germaine Wiljen left the Tower 
show in mid-week and headed for 
Hollywood and Gateway to Holly- 
wood broadcast. Christine Provis 
stepped into the bill. 


TMAT Scrap 
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but that no other group in TMAT 
should figure in the action. 


P. A’s Contract 


Broadway p.a.’s have a contract, 
entered into with the union when 
they joined as a body, the agreement 
giving them the sole right to formu- 
late rules for jobs. It was for that 
reason that three-fourths of the com- 
mittee on constitutional changes did 
not consider recommendations con- 
cerning multiple employment. Mi- 
nority, however, insisted that the 
majority side-stepped the issue. 

Contention by the New York bunch 
is that producers may engage p.a.’s 
as they see fit and, if the showmen 
prefer having certain people at the 
head of their publicity departments, 
it is no concern of road agents, or 
any of the other groups. Under 
the basic agreement associate or as- 














sistant agents are employed when- | 


ever a p.a. handles more than one 
attraction. Indications are that most 
of the associates are getting better 
salaries now than previously, for 
which reason the Broadway key men 
do not anticipate a move for changes 
within the group. 
Basic Agreement Changes 


First session by representatives of 
the various TMAT groups and the 
League of New York Theatres board 
was held last Thursday for the pur- 
pose of discussing proposed changes 
in the basic agreement, as submitted 
by the union to the managers re- 
cently. Representation from TMAT 
did not cover all the groups and the 
conference was adjourned after a 
few points were discussed, to be 
continued this week. League's board 
advised those present what changes 





would be considered, but the results 
were inconslusive. 

Another petition is being 
lated in TMAT proposing the estab- 
lishment of a sick and burial fund. 
Plan is to raise $10,000 by means of 
benefit shows, but that idea also 
ran into opposition. Opponents take 
the position that it is a duplication of 
aid funds, it being pointed out that 
the three stage guilds and the Actors 
Fund cover the purpose. In addition 
there is one group in TMAT which 
has such a fund, it being the Treas- 


formed, of 





uuers club. 


London 


Cicki Lister back in town. 
Frank Hummert due he: 





next 


man- month. 


Val Parnell to Cornwall, to recu- 
perate. 

Bertha Belmore framing act for 
vaudeville. 

Ruth Draper opens at the Hay- 
market June 12. 

Lassiter Bros. 
south of France. 

R. C. Sherriff has joined Alexan- 
der Korda as literary adviser. 
Jimmy Hutchison off to Monte 
arlo for fortnight’s vacation. 

Paul Robeso.: to star in ‘David 
and Goliath,’ to be made at Ealing. 

Bobby Howes under 
Lee Ephraim for new musical in the 
fall. 

Max Wall out of ‘Black and Blue,’ 
musical at London Hippodrome, due 
to flu. 

Steohen Haggard’s first play ‘Weep 
For the Spring’, tried out at Bourne- 
mouth. 


to Belgium, then 


Cc 


Celina Wieniewski, Polish transla- | 


tor of ‘Gone With the Wind’, staying 
in town. 

Bernard Freeman, managing direc- 
tor of Metro in Australia, here on 
vacation. 


V. Masi, French agent, in London | 


to line up talent for new Folies Ber- 
gere revue. 

Serious talk of London Coliseum 
giving up vaudeville and returning 
to musicals. 

Alfred Goldstein out of the Whit- 
comb Agency, replaced by Brian 
Roxborough. 

Lee Ephraim contemnpiating re- 
viving ‘Lilac Time,’ with Richard 
Tauber heading cast. 

Paradise Club, one of West Ends 


most known bottle party clubs, giv- | 


ing up its floor shows. 
Gene Sheldon due here to play in 


Associated British’s ‘Hold My Hand’, ! 


starring Stanley Lupino. 

‘Under Your Hat,’ Palace theatre 
show has new $100,000 library deal 
taking it into September. 


Jimmy Harvey, brother of Lilian 
Harvey, is cameraman at Associated , 


Picture Theatres Corp., Elstree. 

Lewis Allen off to California, May 
24 to stage Helen Hayes and Herbert 
Marshall play for Gilbert Miller. 

Son born to Australian 
Madge Elliott and Cyril Ritchard in 
London hospital, Mav 8, did not sur- 
vive. 

Florence Desmond replacing Fran- 
ces Day in ‘Black and Blue’, the Lon- 
don Hippodrome revue, for one 


| week. 


David MacDonald off on five-week 
vacation, then starts directing ‘Ad- 


mirable Crichton’ for Mavrflower 
Films. 
London Hippodrome won't be 


razed after all. London Count’ 
Council has sanctioned alterations 
instead. 

New Max Catto comedy, ‘Youth 
On Horseback’, being tried out at 
Kew June 12, with Henry Kendall 
producing. 

Pola Negri to star in indie picture 
with circus background. Unit will 
travel entire circus outfit, with shoot- 
ing to start in July. 

Fritz Fischer, German producer, 
who staged the ‘Merry Widow’ for 
Hitler’s benefit, due here after visit- 
ing. Paris for a coupla days. 

ilbert Lennox and Gisela Ashley, 
who collaborated on ‘Close Quarters’ 
and ‘Third Party Risk’, completing 
new drama, ‘Major Road Ahead.’ 

Gainsborough Films has bought 
‘Behind the Scenes’ by George 
Grimaldi for $4,000. Show will be 
televised Saturday (27) and June 2. 

John Gielgud leaving ‘Dear Octo- 
pus’ cast June 24 to go to Elsinore to 
appear with Fay Compton in short 
geneon of ‘Hamlet’, commencing July 


‘Luise Rainer is said to be getting 
10°, of the gross, with $1,250 guar- 
antee from Henry Sh-rek and Tom 


Arnold for lead in ‘Behold the 
Bride.’ 
Quentin Maclean, organist for 


Troc cinema, of Hyams Bros. circuit, 
off to Australia in August for 16 
weeks. Will play at Norton’s Troca- 
dero, Sidney. 

Freddie Carpenter to direct Jances 
in ‘Runaway Romance,’ the renamed 
‘Funny Face,’ and ‘Hold My Hand,’ 
both being done by Associted Brit- 
ish at Elstree. 

Open-Air theatre season opens 
Regent’s Park June 3. First two 
productions, of a fortnight duration, 
will be ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ 
and ‘Pericles.’ 

Abreviated edition of current San- 
drini-Charles-Esdaile London Casino 
show goes to Casino, St. Remo, for 
month of August. Jack Harris band 
goes with the show. 

Gilbert Miller now racehorse 
owner; owns Scofflaw, which recent- 


'ly won at Kempton Park, and owns 
| half share in Golden Boy. Miller re- 


eircu- | turns to U. S. next month. 


British Films, Ltd... recently 
which Lord Eltisley, Lord 
Denham and J. Moores are direc- 
tors, gets financia! backing from Lit- 
tlewoods, of which Moores is a direc- 
tor. 

Rumored J. B. Joel has decided not 
to invest further in stage produc- 
tions at the Drury Lane. This is un- 
derstood to be the reason H. M. Ten- 
nent has resigned as gereral man- 
ager of the theatre. 

Harry Kaufman returns as booker 
to 20th Century Cinemas. Circuit, 


| 





ontract to | 


pair, | 


which comprises four 
Croydon, Hammersmith, Kilburn 
and Ilford, was booked on _ per- 
centage by General Theatres Corp. 
and is reported to have lost $65,000 in 
eight months. 


Philadelphia 


houses in 


Hollywood 


Edna Best in from London. 

F. C. Henry in from Manila. 
Sam Briskin back from vacation. 
Roy Rogers personaling in Ohio. 
Ben Chapman resigned from ICA. 








By Herb Golden 





Horlacher soft-ball team beat 20th- 
Fox. 


Variety Club dinner-dance at Ash- 
borne June 23. 


Wife of Ray Schwartz convalescing 
after recent illness, 


© Posel injured in auto smash- | 


up; lost three fingers. 

van Burroughs Fontaine in Jef- 
ferson hospital for an op. 
| Everett Callow, WB publicity and 
| ad chief, out sick last week. 
| H. J. (Doc) Schadd, former 
MPTOA prez, in town for a spell. 
| Ray O’Rourke to be honored with 


| a testimonial dinner by the Show- | 


men’s Club on June 14. 

Eugene Ormandy suffering a char- 

| ley hoss that may prevent his baton- 
ing the Robin Hood Dell opening. 
Mrs. Clair Niedland, wife of Ar- 
| thur Murray, instructor at the Belle- 
|; vue recovering from 1n attack of 
| toxic poisoning at St. Joseph’s hosp. 
| Dr. Hans Wohlmuth, stage direc- 
| tor of Philadelphia Opera Company 
| added to staff of Curtis Institute of 
| Music to conduct classes 
| for students majoring in voice. 
| Warner Bros. crews here going 
{bullish on love, with Jack LeHota, 
of the State, just back from a New 
| York honeymoon; Mike Newalsky, 
Roosevelt, getting tied Sunday (28); 
| Bill Kanefsy, publicity department. 
la benedict-to-be June 11, and Jim- 
| mie Dormond, of the same depart- 
|ment, at the end of June. 





B’way Gloom 
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percentage of the gross. They do 
not come under the usual rules cov- 
ering cutting of salaries, making 
their own arrangements with the 
managers. Name players are reported 
accepting 50% and less of the con- 
tractual figure until such time as 
business improves. One musical’s 
stars are working practically at a 
‘benefit’ rate in order to keep the 
show going for the time being. 

Managers of the shows involved, 
and probably others to follow, stated 
their case to the actors, to the effect 
that they are willing to forego any 
profits but will operate as long as 
possible under the revised schedules. 
| Condition appears to be that while 
showmen are skeptical over the 
chances of the Fair bringing summer 
prosperity, the actors are still hope- 
ful. Latter were expectant of a 
summer on Broadway and the dis- 
appointment is general, with some 
managers throwing up the sponge, 
realizing that the Fair is too much 
competition. 

That opinion is supported by the 
again revised expectation of the time 
when real crowds will arrive in the 
Metropolis. Date now set is late 
June or early July. Some managers 
accepting this do not believe that 
their shows could make up the losses 
faced in the interval. Others, whose 
attractions have been profitable, 
hesitate going into the red on a 
chance that business will be better. 

Broadway legits do not figure in 
the prospectuses of various so-called 
i ‘travel service bureaus.’ Escorted 

parties offered by one bureau are an 

example of others, all designed to 
| show visitors the sights of New York 
from dinner time on. For $10 per, 
| the party, supposed to be limited to 
| 15 persons, assembles at the Rainbow 
| Grill, Rockefeller Center, where din- 
ner is to be had. The itinerary then 
is Greenwich Village and a nitery 
there, after which comes Harlem 
the long jump being made in taxis, 
after which they return similarly to 
Broadway and a night club. At 1:30 
j}a.m. the escort arranges that the 








’ 


party is ‘safely on your way’ to their | 


| respective hotels. 
of the stage. 


Not one mention 


Indications are, too, that the ‘serv- | 


ice’ people offered their services too 


early, since the start is dated May 1. | 


Hotels Crying 
Hotels in the midtown disirict are 


more distraught than the showmen. | 


Permanent guests were aired by big 
boosts in the rates, but the manage- 
ments anticipated arrivals of visitors 


more than six weeks prematurely. 
Result is that some hotels are half 
empty. One of the largest in the 


show zone, where the panic is on, 
| purchased 700 cots in anticipation of 
an overflow, but the staff is wonder- 
|ing if they will ever be used. Bars 
| and cafes which were patronized by 
permanent hotel guests are way off 
iin patronage, for their customers 
have moved to other parts of the 
| City. 


a meen new e 


in opera | 


Sig Herzig » hospital for treat- 
| ment. 
| Dorothy Fields to Reno for di- 
| vorce, 
| Morrie Ryskind back from Man- 
hattan. 
| Allan Dwan hunting locations in 
Arizona, 
Charles Darnton to hospital with a 
} ° 
| broken hip. 
| Arlene Whelan bruiced in fall 
from horse. 
Earl Baldwin building ew home 
| in Van Nuys. 
|} Louis B. Mayer returned from 
| eastern jaunt. ! 
| Cecilia Loftus putiing o another + 
recital June 4. : 
Edward Small back from Ha- 7 
waiian vacash. ; 
Robert Dunn here on vacation 


from Binghamton, 

Florence Parry gandering studios 
for Pittsburgh Press. 

James R. Grainger back to N. Y. 
after studio huddles. 

Richard Whorf, of Broadway stage, 
| here for screen tests. 

May Kelly interviewing players as 
editor of Movie Life. 

Jack Roper returned to his juic- 
ing job at Universal. 

Waldo Salt back at Metro after 
three months in Europe. 

Stan Laurel granted a divorce 
from his third wife, Illeana. 

Carl Krueger in from N, Y. to join 
Cliff Lewis’ ad staff at Paramount. 

Constance Moore and Johnny Mas- 
, chio on belated honeymoon in Texas. 
| Virginia Sale gave benefit show 
int DORGHRNGEP children at Wilshire 


Se 














Frank Whitbeck addressed stu- 
dents at University of Southern Cali- 
fornia. 

Crown Prince and Princess of 
Norway spent three days gandering 
studios. 

Johnny Hyde eastward on Morris 
office biz. Gone for four weeks on 
first trip in year. 

Pete Dailey ogling studios for New 
Orleans Item-Tribune and Harry 
Laferte for the Tulsa World. 

Alexander CGolitzen pinch-hitting 
at Walter Wanger’s for Alexander 
Toluboff, art director, who is ill. 

Al Kingston and Walter Meyers 
dissolved their agency partnership, 
each retaining his personal clients. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
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Eddie Peyton has placed his Stub- 
se Sua Pike roadhouse on the mar- 

et. 

Sam Blandi will manage the Wil- 
lows for a newly-formed corpora- 
tion here. 

Lou Fordans, WB manager in 
McKeesport, off to see the San Fran- 
cisco fair. 

Jimmy Totman has shelved 15 
pounds in last two months via the 
diet route. 

E. B. Morton celebrating his sil- 
ver anniversary in the theatrical biz 
this week. 

Milton Karle has landed the Wil- 
lows publicity account for the sum- 
mer season. 

Margaret Doescher cast for lead in 
‘Y’ Playhouse’s closing production, 
‘20th Century.’ 

Lou Fordans (he’s manager of 
WB’s Memorial in McKeesport) at 
the Frisco fair. 

Jerome Harriman, first of circus 
p.a.’s to hit town, in ahead of Ring- 
ling-Barnum show. 

Eda Toldi will spend the summer 
acting for the Mountain Playhouse 
at Jennerstown, Pa. 

Organist George Weber goinze to -H 
the Stone House on National High- 
way for the summer. 

Playhouse has announced ‘29-40 
| opening for Oct. 24, with Fred Bur- 
| leigh back at helm again. 

Arnold Battaglini, io.merly with 
| Joe Reichman, latest addition to Al 
|Fremont’s trumpet section. 
| Mary Morris off to do some sum- 
mer stock trouping starting with 
Ann Arbor (Mich.) Festival. 

Mrs. Lyle Harding, wife of Sheri- 
dan Square megr., has her back in a 
| cast following an operation. 

Paul Hallem, steel engineer, has 
taken over the management of the 
Neil Buckley-Benny Burton ork 

Gertrude Lawrence named Hon- 
orary Campus Queen at Carregie : 
| Tech for annual Spring Carnivel. 7 

Al Shelleday broke the jump from 
St. Louis to New York by stopping 
off to see his heart, Margie Noble. 

Joan Bates, make-up instructor at 
Duquesne U., will summer at the 
| Starlight Theatre in Pawling. N. Y. 
| Johnny Harris goes to Omaha next 
;month to present Father Flanagan 
|; with Variety Club’s Humanitarian 
, Award. 
| Joan Bates, make-up instructor at 
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Duquesne U drama school. will 
\strawhat at the Starlight theatre in 
Pawling. 

Cartoonist Cy Hungerford and 


Columnist Charlie Danver, of Post- 
Gazette, to New York to do some 


i Fair stuff. 
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VARIETY 








ERNST TOLLER 

Ernst Toller, 46, German poet and 
dramatist, who was exiled from 
Germany with the rise of the Hit- 
ler’s power, suicided in his New 
York hotel suite, Monday (22) by 
hanging. He had been ill for some 
time and recently had threatened to 
take his life. 

A revolutionary and yet a pacifist, 
Toller was considered one of the 
really excellent prose writers of the 
times. But the desire to confine his 
writings along radical themes is said 
to have cost him the opportunity 
of enjoying a more affluent career. 

Three of Toller’s plays have been 
produced in the U. S.: ‘The Machine 
Wreckers,’ ‘Man and the Masses’ and 
‘No More Peace,’ the latter produced 
in N. Y. several years ago by the 
Federal Theatre Project. 

The defeat of a Loyalist cause in 
Spain is said to have been another 
springboard to his suicide; it had 
depressed him considerably. Re- 
cently, he had toured the democra- 
cies of the world and had succeeded 
in securing aid for refugee Loyalist 
children, 





FRED MILLER 

Fred A. Miller, 65, dean of Los 
Angeles film exhibitors, died May 
18, of a heart attack in Blythe, Cal. 
Widow and a sister are immediate 
survivors, During funeral services 
held Monday (22) all Los Angeles 
film exchanges, Fox West Coast 
homeoffices and other film row of- 
fices there were closed for an hour 
in tribute. 

Miller became identified with ex- 
hibition in 1917 when he opened Mil- 
ler’s theatre in Los Angeles, Later, 
in association with Harry Lenhardt, 
he built the California, and it was 
here that augmented orchestras and 
stage presentations were first 
brought to the Los Angeles area. 
Later, Miller operated the Alham- 
bra and Figueroa, Los Angeles, and 
in 1926 he opened the Carthay Cir- 


OBITUARIES 


he did most of his playing in her 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’ touring the 
country in the drama for 34 years. 
He was born in Wauseon, O., and 
went into show business as a youth. 


survive. 





WILLIAM A. McSHAFFREY 


hibitor, died at his home in nearby 
Monessen, Pa., last week after an 
illness of more than a year. Back in! 
1904, when the nickelodeon first 
came into prominence, McShaffrey | 
opened one in Monessen, replaced it 
later with a bigger theatre, and in 
1928 acquired another house in the 
same town. With his son, Roy, he 
operated both houses until his re- 
tirement in 1931, when McShaffrey 
leased his properties to the circuit 
controlled by Michael Manos. 

In addition to his son, McShaffrey 
leaves his widow. 





IRENE LAURA TURNER 

Irene Laura Turner, 58, musical 
comedy player of 35 years ago, com- 
mitted suicide by drinking poison 
Saturday (20) in her Mineola, L. IL, 
home just a few. hours before she 
was to have attended the wedding 
of a niece. 

Living at the home of a sister, 
Mrs. Margaret Copeland, since the 
death of her husband, Frank Turner, 
a theatrical producer, last fall, Mrs. 
Turner is said to have brooded over 
his death. 





GLADYS EARLCOTT 

Gladys Earlcott, stage and screen 
player, died May 18 in a Los An- 
geles sanatorium after a long ill- 
ness, 

Miss Earlcott had- appeared on 
Broadway in light operas and plays, 
including ‘Lombardi, Ltd.’, with Leo 
Carillo. Since 1927, she had been 
in California playing small parts in 
pictures, mostly with the late Marie 





William A. McShaffrey, 67, an ex- | 


| liquor route, 





cle, first of the Los Angeles de- 
luxers. He operated the house until 
its absorption by Fox West Coast 
about 10 years ago, after which he 
retired from active participation in 
show biz. 

During the days he operated the 
California, Miller imported Samuel 
‘Roxy’ Rothafel from New York, 
and for six months had him staging 
his shows. 

Miller was a veteran of the Span- 
ish-American war and had been dec- 
orated for bravery in the Philip- 
pines. 





GEORGE BACKUS 

George Backus, 81, actor and play- 
wright, an original member of the 
cast of ‘Way Down East,’ died in 
Merrick, L. L, Sunday (22) 

Switching from banking to the 
stage in 1882, when James O’Neill, 
father of Eugene O'Neill, offered 
him a role in “The Celebrated Case,’ 
Backus thus began a prominent ca- 
reer on the stage that was to last 40 
years. He had also appeared in films 
until the advent of sound, and wrote 
several plays, too. One of his most 
notable stage roles was with Kate 
Claxton in ‘The Two Orphans.’ He 
also appeared with William Gillette 
in “Too Muck Johnson’; E, H. Soth- 
ern, Jane Cowl and Elsie Ferguson. 

His wife died last year. 





THOMAS E. KYLE 

Thomas E, Kyle, 65, actor, pro- 
ducer and writer, died May 17 in a 
Toronto hospital after a short illness. 
He was a native of Guelph, Ontario. 

Kyle started his acting career in 
the circus, later branching into 
vaudeville where he became par- 
ticularly well known as « producer. 
H2 also produced musicals. He and 
his wife’ known professionally as 
Irene Gurney, had performed to- 
gether for years. Recently, he com- 
pleted a play which he planned to 
produce next fall. 

Surviving are his widow, a sis- 
ter and two brothers. 





HENRI PERMAN. 

Henri Permane, 65, vaude acrobat 
for over 30 years, died May 16 in 
Milford, Mass. 

During the World War, while 
trouping in Belgium, Permane was 
seizec as a spy by German officers 
and spared execution only when 
recognized as a vaude trouper. 





JOHN F. STOWE 
John Frederick Stowe, 80, retired 
actor, died May 16 at his home in 
Niles, Mich. He had been failing for 
several years and in a critical con- 
dition for about a week. . ee 
Nephew of Harriet Beecher Stowe, 











Dressler. 





In Fond Memory 
Of My Dear Father 





Who Passed Away 
May 15, 1939 


CHAZ CHASE 


CLARENCE McFARLAND 
Clarence (Packey) McFarland, 54, 
nitery operator for years, died in a 
Madison, Wis., hospital May 12 after 
a long illness. 

At time of his death, he had been 
operating the French Village and 
the Creole Cafe, both in Madison. 
Survived by widow. 





MARY PERRY KING 

Mrs. Mary Perry King, for years 
an instructor of speech and posture 
for leading players, died in New 
Canaan, Conn., Saturday night (20). 
She had also appeared on the 
stage, with William Gillette, as a 
young woman. 

Her widower, Dr. Morris L. King, 
a physician, survives. 





VAN MILLER _.__iss 
Van Miller, 54, for years in vaude 
and dramatic stock, died May 11 in 
Urbana, O., after a long illness. In 
recent years he was a comedian with 
the Kinsey Komedy Kompany. 
His widow and father, Frank F. 
Miller, manager of the Kinsey rep- 
ertoire show, survive. 





JOHN HAWKINS 
John Hawkins, in the drafting de- 
partment at Metro, and a one-time 
football all-American, died May 22 
in Santa Monica. . Death believed 
caused by an old gridiron injury. 





FRED SMITH 
Fred Smith, 53, veteran theatre 
operator, died May 9 in Menomonie, 
Wis., of a heart attack. Survived 
by a brother, Bill, with whom he 
operated theatres for 30 years. 





GEORGE REID 
George Reid, 41, staff actor with 
WMCA, N. Y., died Friday (19) in 
New York. 
Details in the radio section. 





Fred St. Onge, 65, early bicycle 
racer, who also did a wheel act in 
vaude, died Saturday (20) in Los 
Angeles. For past 10 years he lec- 
tured in schools on traffic safety. 

Leaves widow. 





Father, 62, of James D. Shouse, 
general manager of Crosley’s WLW 
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tired dentist, he had been ill for 
several years. 

Also survived by his widow, a sec- 
ond son and one daughter. Burial 
was May 20 at Eminence, Ky. 





Mrs, Evelyn Weisfeldt, 38, wife of 
Edward J. Weisfeldt, manager of 
the Riverside theatre, Milwaukee, 
died May 14 in a Milwaukee hos- 
pital after several weeks’ illness. 


H d b th d : t ; Survived also by a son, father, two 
is widow, son, brother and sister | 


brothers and a sister. 





Mother, 72, of Charles Dorian, 
Metro director, died in Los Angeles 
Sunday (21). Another son, Arthur, 
is with United Artists. 





Plays Out-of-Town 











CLEAN BEDS 


(Continued from page 42) 





ing him a slow death via the poisoned 
Letton has his pseudo 
wife, Daisy, working for Mrs. Mur- 
rey, and when a grafting cop de- 
mands dough from him to keep him 
out of a violated parole scrape, Let- 
ton raises the money by selling Daisy 
to the white slave chain without her 
knowledge. 

Donald Tabor and his new wife, 
Barbara, are kids who have hit town 
from the hinterland, used up all 
their. money and, .after a quarrel 
over finances, they break up and he 
lands in the flophouse and she re- 
treats to a girls’ shelter. Letton and 
Kelcy dope out a way to snare Bar- 
bara for Madame Murrey’s joint and 
Murrey mickeyfinns Tabor to dream- 
land after getting a note from 
him to Barbara advising her to go 
with Murrey. Later, when Tabor 
heps to the nature of the madame’s 
business and suspects a trap, he 
threatens to call police. In despera- 
tion, Murrey hires Letton to bump 
off the kid and Letton agrees, need- 
ing the money to straighten out a 
jam with the slave syndicate, when 
Daisy walks out on him by marry- 
ing someone else. He attempts to 
accomplish the murder by telling 
Skyse, the balmy inmate, that young 
Tabor is the one who had hit him 
with the motorcycle. Skyse blazes 
away but Worth, wise to the trick, 
helps Tabor escape to rescue his 
= and in so doing is killed him- 
self. 

Play has several tense situations 
that are well played and despite the 
unsavory atmosphere of the whole 
production, there are a number of 
laughs. Speed is maintained through- 
out. A scene involving a femme 
Bible-shouter, however, has a phoney 
ring. 

Casting is outstanding, with Hol- 
land, Burns, Balfour and Gleason 
being particularly good. Excellent 
support is given by Alfred Alder- 
dice, Helen Beverly and Fifi Louise 
Hall. Sheila Trent does okay in a 
minor part and Mara Brooke and 
James Welch stand out in bits. 

James Timony, Miss West’s mana- 
ger, and Lee Shubert are presentin 
‘Beds’ as Cled, Inc. Bone. 


And So They Perish. 


Pasadena, May 15. 


Drama in one act (10 scenes) by Robert 
Bachmann; presented at the Laboratory 
theatre of Pasadena Playhouse, staged by 
Herschel Daugherty. 


Cast: Frank R. Wilcox, Rof Fletcher, Al 
Woods, Edgar Buchanan, Victor N. Zim- 
merman, Ian McDonald, William Halstead, 
Beverly Wallace, Virginia Lykins, David 
Murray, Byron Kelly, Sheila Stapler, Paul- 
ine Davis, Edouard L’Esperance, A. L. 
Lorntsen, Bert Johannes, Andy Decot, 
George Caldwell, Pat McVeigh, Paul Mc- 
Guire, Billie Teachout, Norman Alexander, 
Edgar Nord, Bob Morgan, Lucila Sciarrino, 
Mitties Rathbun, Kate Vosborg. 





Suggested by incidents in the life 
of Andrew Furuseth, president of 
the International Seaman’s Union, 
‘And So They Perish’ has good dra- 
matic content and some biting jibes 
at union racketeering. Only minor 
eliminations and tightening are nec- 
essary to prepare it for more ambi- 
tious production. 

Large share of credit for Labora- 
tory’s presentation is due to Frank 
R. Wilcox, a legit newcomer, in the 
lead. He dominates every scene, 
handling difficult characterizatfons 
with sureness of a veteran. 

Playwright Robert Bachmann 
states any resemblance to actual 
persons dead or alive is purely coin- 
cidental, but draws his parallels 
closely, trading on historical events 
in Furuseth’s struggles to found the 
seaman’s union. Play gets underway 
in 1903, when Axel Thorsen (Furu- 
seth) first decides to consolidate the 
sailors, and continues to the 1935 
San Francisco waterfront strike in 
his crusade to defeat slave condi- 
tions inflicted on workers by ship- 
ping interests. 

Thorsen’s battle wages up and 
down the Pacific Coast, high-lighted 
by a shanghaiing scene at a Port 
Townsend waterfront dive; first 
union meeting in Seattle in 1906 
when Thorsen is elected p.esident 
and sent to Washington to lobby for 
passage of the seaman’s bill; Senator 
LaFollette’s office in the Senate when 
bill goes through, and the 1935 
Frisco waterfront war. Scenes are 
done in blackouts, spreading all over 





and WSAI, Cincinnati, died May 18 





at his home in Tampa, Fla. A re- 


the house because of the small stage 
Solid support is given Wilcox by 
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Cavalcade of Centaurs 
(40-65c) 

This is the costliest sideshow at 
| the N. Y. World’s Fair and deserved- 
ly so. It’s not just a quickie or a 
waik-through but a solid hour of 
thrilling rodeo entertainment, with 
a heavy overhead that necessitates 
John Ringling North’s gate fee. The 
Ringling-Barnum circus g. m. has 
assembled a congress of horses, rid- 
_ers and lookers that blend equestri- 
j} anism with s. a. in sufficient quan- 
'tity and quality to leave nobody 
captious about the gate fee. Assist- 
ing John Ringling North is his 
brothas,Heary North, Pat Valdo and 
| Murray Burt. 

B. A. Rolfe heads the 25-piece 
band and the succession of special- 
ties includes Steve Clemento with 
his socko Mexican knives and axes; 
Arabian tumblers, dancers and sheik 
gun twirlers; Kentucky thorough- 
breds; Cossack riders; Indian danc- 
ers; Mexican. charros and their 
lariats; American bulldoggers and 
bucking broncos; The Gonzalez’s 
comedy  bullfight act; jumping 
horses and the Coventry Pageant 
with its medieval jousting and horse 
combatting for the fair femmes, 
shown here in Godiva getups, al- 
though underdressed in flesh-tinted 





| bathing suits. 


Capt. William Sterling, former 
mer head of the Texas Rangers, is 
one of the stars (he personates the 
king in the finale to Mrs. Dave 
Nimmo’s Queen), along with Col. 
Zack Miller, who has some of his 
101-Ranch wild west talent from 
Ponca City, Okla., officiating. 

Clemento’s Mex axe and knife- 
throwing is a thriller, utilizing two 
girls as targets for the murderous 
cleavers. Basil Stadnick, S. G. and 
Valeria Seline head the sextet of 
Cossack riders; G. A. Raby is the 
feature of the Lexington, Ky., thor- 
oughbreds; Ralph Clark and Billy 
Keen handle their jumping horses, 
using a roadster as one hurdle. (Fri- 
day night one of the twin-tandem 
horses kicked the tonneau badly. 
Another Friday night accident was a 
bad spill to a bronc rider.) 

Anne Wilson is the featured femme 
among the lookers in the finale 
jousting. The other Godivas are 
likewise heavy on the personality as 
they’re light on their clothes. 

Charles LeMaire, who outfitted 
the Ringling show, has again done a 
showmanly job. Brooks costumed it. 

Chief Returns From Scout heads 
the Sioux tribe of dancing [njuns; 
Dave and Dolores Nimmo, Art Boden 
and Tommy Privett scintillate in 
their riding tricks; Chief Sugar 
Brown heads the Ponca Indian 
Dancers from Col, Miller’s Okle- 
.homa ranch. 

Cavalcade of Centaurs is situated 
at the farthermost end of the mid- 
way in a highly advantageous loca- 
tion utilizing a 235-foot by 125-foot 
tanbark arena, flanked by grand- 
stands on each side. Possible ca- 
pacity is 7,000; reserved seats 65c, 
general admish 40c. 

Rodeo does four shows a4 Atk 

el. 





Little Miracle Town 


(25¢) 


Morris Gest’s midgets on display 
upon an open-air stage and in little 
houses dotting the concession should 
be one of the most popular draws 
in the amusement area, particularly 
with kids. To date, concession claims 
to be averaging 9,000 daily, and had 
a high of 18,000. It has the benefit 
of an excellent spot adjoining the 
ramp leading to and from the inde- 
pendent subway line, at that point in 
the open, and used by those intent 
on visiting the midway loop. 

Average performance runs around 





Rof Fletcher, as head of the shipping 
interests; Al Woods, who nearly 
wrecks the union to pad his own 
pockets; Victor N. Zimmerman, Ian 
McDonald, Pat McVeigh, as Senator 
LaFollette, and Beverly Wallace, as 
the girl whom Axel never found 
time to marry because of his work. 
This presentation is last of the 
season for the Laboratory theatre. 





College Shows 











SO I TOOK A CHANCE 


(Continued from page 42) 





second, with the show strengthening 
again in the finale. 

It’s a scrambled farce, bringing in 
clothing manufacturers -and tele- 
vision. Gags are planced throughout 
the 7. giving the impression oc- 
casionally of vaudeville routining 
rather than a legit show. 

Settings were good in view of the 
cramped space. Writers Russell 
Lane and Cy Howard both played 
in the show and rformed com- 
mendably, Ethelyn Bahca.i: was out- 
standing among the femme per- 
formances.. Walter Roac':’s direc- 
tion was excellent. 





Adjutant Gefi@éral of ‘Texas and for#T 


20 minutes, but the No. 1 bill takes 
double that time. Highlight is the 
‘Parade of the Wooden Soldiers,’ the 
similar standout of Gest’s ‘Chauve. 
Souris.’ Here four of the little men 
are in the number which usually 
concludes the show. Their work is 
just as good, if not better than the 
late Nikita Balieff’s originals. 

One of the quartet and the small- 
est is Andre Ratoucheff from Russia 
who is rather the sparkplug of the 
outfit. Performance itself, however, 
is mostly contributed by little Eng. 
lish people, topped by Ronny, of 
Birmingham. He is an animated lit- 
tle chap and like Ratoucheff, highly 
intelligent. Ronny gore on as a sin- 
gle, musical hall style, with a special 
routine and numbers, also working 
in a two-act with a normal-sized 
performer. Perhaps his best num- 
ber is :Two Little M‘dgets Met in 
Miracle Town.’ 

Ratoucheff practically steals the 
show by appearing as a miniature 
Morris Gest with black fedora, flow- 
ing tie and the manager never tires 
of watching the tiny man handle the 
impression. Then a quick change, 
Andre reappearing as Carmen. It is 
announced that he is doing Geral- 
dine Farrar, but that is a stretch of 
imagination. 

Part of the time there is a tiny 
British girl m.c., stepping forth from 
what might be a production number 
called ‘The Knights.’ A. cabaret 
scene is made up of a mixed band, 
mostly English people and there is 
another musical group known as 
Glauer’s Contential jazz band. Show 
boasts a high trapeze artist who 
works three or four times a week, 
also a comic boxing bout. Another 
specialist is an accordionist, the in- 
strument being half .3 big as the 
player. 

Still awaiting final trimmings, 
‘Miracle Town’ is presented in a 
showmanly manner. There are some 
40 small structures, including a 
‘hotel’ and town hall. One of the 
‘houses’ has an oversize bed for the 
giant, on hand as contrast. All are 
supposed to live on the concession. 
Several small people work before 
he microphone in the front bally- 
00, 

Attracting attention is a large car- 
toon on the facade, many stage and 
New York notables being recog- 
nized. It is similar to the stunt 
used by Gest on curtains and pro- 
grams for his stag: presentations. 
Reputed cost of the concession is 
$225,000, a considerable item being 
for labor and the sinking of pilings. 
Around 65 little people are in the 
outfit, which plus their normal size 


(Continued on page 47) 


MARRIAGES 


Susan Deane Van Landingham to 
Norman C. Cordon, Jr., in Charlotte, 
N. C., May 17. He’s a singer with 
the Metropolitan Opera Co. 

Katherine Marvis to Leo Gorcey, 
May 17, in Yuma, Ariz. He’s one of 
the Dead End Kids. 

Marjorie Bradford to Nathaniel 
Goddard Benchley, in New York, 
May 19. He’s son of Robert Bench- 
ley. 

Jean-Marie Consigny James to 
George Palmer Putnam, in Boulder 
City, Nev., May 21. He’s the author 
and publisher, husband of the late 
Amelia Earhart. 

Bernice Williams to Kay Mulvey, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., May 20. Both 
are film studio publicists. 

Harriett O’Brien to Port Major, in 
Las Vegas, Nev., April 25. He’s 
head booker for Warners’ Coast 
houses. 

Linda Blake to John N. Fichthorn, 
in Reading, Pa., May 19. Both are 
ae of the ‘Barnstormers’ radio 
act. 

Pauline Koner to Fritz Mahler, in 
New York, May 23. Bride is a ballet 
dancer, formerly with the Fokine 
Ballet; he’s musical director of the 
Philadelphia La Scala Opera Co. and 
conducter for CBS and WOR-Mutual 
orchestras. 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Kipen, son, 
in Milwaukee, May 11. Father is 
featured violinist and concert master 
at WTMJ, Milwaukee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Sandrus, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, May 16. Mother is 
former Addie Doll, nitery dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Stroud Reed- 
er, daughter, in Hollywood, May 11. 
Mother is in Paramount foreign de- 
partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Julius Lefkowitz, 
daughter, April 28, in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
He’s William Morris agency auditor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Pagano, son, in 
New York, May 16. He’s a musician 
with the DeVera rhumba band at the 
El Morocco, N. Y. nitery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnnie (Scat) Davis 
daughter, in Santa Monica, May 17. 
Father is screen player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Parke Levy, daugh- 
ter, May 12, in New York. Father 





is radio writer. 
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"N.Y. World’s Fair Sidelights 


Billy Rose’s Aquacade, with its loudspeaker pitch, is such a lure that it’s 
enhancing the ‘right side’ of the midway, as one comes off the industrial 
zone, crossing the bridge into the Amusement Area. The Aquacade is now 
the No. 1 midway attraction and this, plus the noise, the fireworks over the 
artificial lake, etc., naturally deflect more pedestrians into that side of the 
midway. Merrie England, right next door to Rose’s aquatic show, thus 
benefits, and so on down the line. 

So far no squawks from showmen on the other side of the midway, be- 
cause it seems to equalize itself somehow they say. What’s more, people 
seem to know just what they want to take in and head for this or that 
type of show. 








Norman Bel Geddes shifted the name of his mirror-illusion show at the 
fair for the third time last week, eliminating any mention of ‘Crystal’ be- 
cause the Crystal Palace is a competitive attraction right across the street 
at the midway. It now is called ‘Classie Lassies’ instead of Crystal Lassies, 
Management now has Eleanore Wood, Helen Hollis, Pat Paree, Eve Arden 
and Myrna Dean listed as dancers to appear in the giant mirror show. Bulk 
of them are from nitery spots and burley theatres. 





Hinterland publicity seemingly has been too severe on the New York 
World’s Fair, judging by the show bunch, which just started to drift in. 
Many report that the away-from-N.Y. press has over-emphasized (1) al- 
leged lack of hotel accommodations—which many have now found unwar- 
ranted—and (2) alleged high cost of food at the Fairgrounds. 

This latter phase, of course, has since been readjusted. Most spots now 
have menus prominently displayed outside to offset the inflationist theory, 
and prices are rather reasonable on the whole. 

The French Pavilion and kindred class eateries of course don’t give it 
away, but then they have the penultimate in food. Besides, prices there 
have been no deterrent—you can’t get near the place without booking a 
week in advance. The French terrace cafe at the Fair is such a vantage 
point for the lagoon’s fireworks, etc., that guards at the doors must keep 
away the moochers, and only those who buy drinks can get on the terrace. 





Eateries off the Fairgrounds do all right from the talent alone. Apart 
from the question of tariffs, even the stellar performers, such as Eleanor 
Holm and Johnny Weismuller at the Billy Rose’s Aquacade have discovered 
that some of those 50c Italian diners, outside the Grounds, have terrific 
food. The rank and file of the many thousands of Fair workers likewise 
have proved a bonanza for the eateries adjacent to the Fairgrounds, Many 
new ones have been erected. 





In an effort to circumvent adverse publicity that developed in initial 
weeks of the New York World’s Fair operation, the expo has compiled a 
list for publication and general giveaway distribution intended to show 
105 exhibit buildings and nearly 1,500 exhibits that are free after the 
initial 75c gate fee has been ‘paid. 

List also shows free spectacles and performances staged each day plus 
free program attractions. It also stresses free eating accommodations for 
those bringing box lunches or wishing to obtain sandwiches from stands 
on the grounds. 





Union difficulties delayed the French building completion on schedule. 
French commission brought along some of its own plasterers but that was 
soon halted by unions in N.Y. Result was that American plasterers had 
to be added to the job. All went well until the French lads learned the 
scale being paid New Yorkers, which was considerably higher than the 
reputed $3 per day plus food and keep paid the imported workers, Then 
there was a sudden cessation of activity by the Frenchmen. 





Nearly 3,000,000 frankfurters have been consumed at the N.Y. Fair since 
the opening April 30, according to Swift & Co., which supplies about 6,000 
pounds of hot dogs daily to the 80 Childs’ stands on the grounds. In addi- 
tion, a large consignment daily goes to Billy Rose’s Aquacade and each res- 
taurant or cafe gets a supply also, this latter total running around 600,000 
to date. 





Cuban Commission to the exposition will stress thaf the Cuban pavilion 
in the Pan-American sector of the foreign zone has nothing to do with the 
Cuban Village in the amusement area. Manufacturing and agriculture 
will be emphasized and the cafe-restaurant will permit only the more 
classical types of Latin-American dances. 





‘We Humans,’ ‘Nature’s Mistakes’ and Seminole Village, of the more mod- 
erately budgeted shows, were doing excellent business from Wednesday on 
last week. ‘Strange As It Seems,’ which has a modern cooling system in 
its showroom, indicated what crowds it will attract when real hot weather 
sets in with nice audiences on the big weekend days. 





Amusement Control Board straightened out bulk of Dufour & Rogers’ 
squawks pronto, with the result that D. & R. six shows were operating 
again in little more than 24 hours after their extensive complaints had 
been registered. 

Rival concession operators failed to appreciate the bally for ‘Cavalcade 
of Centaurs’ Saturday (20) night, which went over the loudspeaker system 
and extended down to the middle of the midway in competish with other 
concessionaires. 





The No. 1 draw on the Fairgrounds, theatrical or industrial, is the Gen- 
eral Motors’ diorama by Norman Bel Geddes; No. 2, non-midway, is the 
Trylon and Perisphere, a 25c. diorama. The G. M. show is free and a line 
blocks long is always at hand. 





Press association lads claim that releases on speech-making at dedications 
thus far are coming through too late for afternoon papers. They contend 
that a majority of them apparently are designed to hit the morning dailies. 





spring for a camel, five bulls, (three 
of them babies), a zebra and eight 
horses. Elephant act is tops in the 


Circus Review 
‘animal division, while the doubling 


} /Teketa-Youshada Japs rate high in 

Bud E. Anderson Circus Se See 
The Silverlake trapezist family 
Lincoln, May 20. | doubles heavily. Clowns are bossed 
Teketa-Youshada Troupe, Silver-|by Charley Dryden, and they’re 








lake Family, Charles Dryden very weak. Arthur and Marie 
Clowns, Arthur & Marie Henry, Henry work the wire, globes and 
Jonny Mae Silverlake, Cuban Mark,| traps. Femme highlight is Jonny 
Princess Marquita, Elizabeth Darling, Mae Silverlake. the show’s only 


& Margaret Walker, Bamboola, Mar-| charmer. 
garet Noble. | displays. 
| Sitleshows are weak with Princess 
Three ringer, now three weeks Marquita, snakes; Elizabeth Darling 
away from winter quarters, is on and Margaret Walker, dancers; Bam- 
the losing side and way out of its| boola (James Young), fire eater, and 
class playing spots this size. The Margaret Noble, mentalist. 

Bud E. Anderson ‘Jungle Oddities’ | 
a 26 trucker, strictly for rural 


Owner-manager is Bud E. Ander- 


She appears in several 





|show 18. Main entrance price is 
35c for adults, 25¢ kids and 25¢ 
son, who had Seal’ Bros. two years for the reserves. Seating capacity 
ate was in on the Parker &/ is just under, 1,600. This was the 
atts show last year. He's said to; first circus here in years ta lose 
have laid $11,000 on the line this’ money. Barn. 


World’s Fair No Factor In 
N. Y. State Expos; 54 Set 


Albany, May 23. 

There will be 54 county and town 
fairs held in New York State this 
year, according to the Department 
of Agriculture’ and Markets. The 
State Fair will be staged in Syra- 
cuse, Aug. 26 to Sept. 9. The New 
York World’s Fair has made no ap- 
preciable difference in the number 
of local expositions. 


AQUACADE GETS 
$137,202 IN IST 
17 DAYS 


Saturday (20) clocked 35,000 
people through Billy Rose’s Aqua- 
cade and Sunday (21) 33,000 admis- 
sions, at prices ranging from 40c to 
$1.10 and since the May 4 premiere, 
the water show has registered 274,- 
404 paid admissions, which, at a 50c 
average (low), means $137,202 in 17 
days. The number of shows have 
been elastic, this past weekend see- 
ing four-a-day for the first time; av- 
erage has been three shows—one 
mat and two at night. Then, of 
course, rain cancelled out some per- 
formances altogether. 

Rose has since devised three types 
of shows for any type of weather—- 
rain, wind or sun. When it’s rainy, 
no costumes, but everything in bath- 
ing suits. When it’s windy, the big 
hats and the big trains on the cos- 
tumes are dispensed with, as it al- 
most upset some of the girls, the 
big hats acting as sail and throwing 
them off their feet. 

Of the 10,000 seats, 8,000 are in the 
40c bracket, the rest, up front, at 
$1.10. Starting end of June, four 
shows a day will be the regular sked, 
but till then the four-shows-a-day 
routine will continue weekends only. 


UNIONS, FAIR 
STILL HUDDLE 


Theatrical Trades ‘Council, com- 
posed of all unions employed at the 
‘N.Y. World’s Fair, has been meeting 
with Fair administration heads since 
last Friday (19) for a final showdown 
on jurisdiction, hours and wage 
schedules. Representatives of Local 
4 Stagehands, Local 3, IBEW (Elec- 
trical Workers Brotherhood), Local 
306, IATSE, and American Federa- 
tion of Musicians are huddling. 

General mishandling of the union 
labor problem was brought to a head 
two weeks ago when IBEW claimed 














+| jurisdiction over operation of pro- 


jection machines as well as all elec- 
trical work. Local 306, Motion Pic- 
ture Operators, is fighting attempts 
of IBEW to take over their field. 

The IBEW organization is known 
to have purchased $200,000 worth of 
Fair bonds and believes it is in a 
dominant position to get what it 
wants. Local 306 ran into trouble 
with exhibitors at the Fair using 
16 mm. and 35 mm. portable projec- 
tors over a schedule which called 
for payment of $75 for a 42-hour 
week, with one man servicing eight 
continuous projectors. 

This was later changed to demands 
of $16.83 for a six-hour day with one 
man to serve only four machines, or 
a total of $119.81 per week per man. 
The IBEW offered to handle projec- 
tors on a straight servicing basis of 
$25 per week per machine. No. 306 
executive committee last week con- 
| sidered meeting this threat with a 
similar offer but reconsidered and 
withdrew any such arrangement. 








| CONN. PARK REOPENS 


So. Norwalk, Conn., May 23. 

| Roton Point Park reopened last 
, week, a week earlier than usual. 

| The resort, badly damaged in last 
| September's hurricane, has been com- 
| pletely restored. 





2 Hurt on Carny Ride 
St. Louis, May 23. 
| Eula Taryp, 19, and Vincent Sul- 
livan, 24, natives, suffered severe 


| thrown from a ‘Caterpillar Ride’ at 
operating in midtown. 


Both were taken to a local hos- 
pital. 





NY. Fair’s Midway Formally Preemed: 
Lineup of Shows Now Looks 1007, Set 


N. Y. Expo Attractions 


(Continued from page 46) 





Official opening of the New York 
World’s fair amusement area was 
run off per schedule Saturday (20) 
after one week’s delay caused by 
rain. Ceremonies were held off until 
the midway sector was in more ship- 
shape. Event attracted the greatest 
throng ever to go through the amuse- 
ment zone, aided by a record Satur- 
day gate of around 250,000. 

Procession from Cavalcade of Cen- 
taurs show, at far end of zone, was 
headed by Mayor F. H. La Guardia 
and Grover Whalen, head of the ex- 
position, both astride bay police 
horses. 

The review also was favored by 
having additional shows in opera- 
tion. Featured of these were ‘Caval- 
cade of Centaurs,’ which unshuttered 
at a preview for critics Thursday 
(18) night, and the Girls’ Ice Temple. 
Additional rides also joined the list. 
Saturday’s festivities also saw the 














parents or guardians meant more 
than 90 fares from Eur . Troup 
had been detained at Ellis Island, but 
the manager squared that by posting 
a bond for $50,000. Ibee. 


HALL OF MUSIC 


(Cherry Blossom Ballet) 
(40c-$1.10) 

Imported from the Takarazuka 
theatre, Tokyo, the Cherry Blossom 
Ballet, numbering 40 girls, is here 
for a brief engagement but as local 
boxoffice it’s dubious. 

Engagement started Sunday night 
(21) and lasts through to May 29. 
Two performances are given nightly 
and starting today (Wed.) there will 
be a matinee besides. Prices are 
scaled low enough, 40c to $1.10, but 
opening night, at $3.30 top, only a 








half-house was obtained, including | regulation street lighting for the 
oo = ‘ ; |midway in full operation. Conces- 

is ing, running wo nours, | s > ] . sic é or 
and should be cut for better results, se ss, , ha Auge - = eee 
particularly the second half follow- ce ne er. 
ing a 20-minute intermission. In the | S€Veral points, but are optimistic 





about securing them. 

Scheduled for getting in operation 
| this week are Little Old New York 
| (George Jessel), Laffland, Living 


second stanza, a very. cleverly per- 
formed comic playlet, done in dialog, 
dance and song, ‘They Fooled the 
Master,’ could be reduced to half its 





sey ang ; The — ap trreeenn num- | Magazine Covers, Classie Lassies 
er is also overboard, becoming very | (Norm; : : : 
A ss ; > ormar > e S s 
tiresome. In this one a line of the 1 Bel Geddes girl illusion 


show formerly known as Crystal 
Lassies), Nils T. Granlund’s Congress 
of Beauties (elaborate stage revue) 
anc his Sunworshippers, a walk- 
thru; Llama Temple and probably 
the Giant Parachute Jump (backed 
by Lifesaver Mints), the high Sky 
Ride and S. Dali’s Mermaids. In 
addition, three or four more rides 
are slated to get into action late this 
week or early in June. 

With only those shows definitely 
slated to open this week, Memorial 
Day will see 46 shows, villages, and 
rides open and leave only six or 
seven more yet to go. 

The $100,000 Parachute Tower now 
is an outdoor visual plug for Life- 
saver Mint concern. It is so near 
ready for operation that the com- 
pany has installed its initial adver- 
tising signs at the base of the struc- 
ture. 

Strike of more than 100 chorus 
girls and principals, supposed to ap- 
pear in N.T.G.’s shows, was settled 
Saturday (20) with a majority of 
femmes getting their share of re- 
hearsal pay. Girls refused to re- 
hearse unless paid the AFA rehearsal 
pay scale. Terms of settlement will 
give a majority of more than 100 
girls a share in about $6,000 for a 
rehearsal period ranging up to five 
weeks and including the coming 
week. Granlund’s show looked to 
be about 90% complete, aside from 
the outside trimmings, with the main 
tent, under which the revue will be 
presented on a stage with a sloping 
auditorium, swung up late last week. 

The ‘Congress of Beauty’ and 
Aztec Sunworshippers (outdoor 
walkthrough) are set to open Satur- 
day (27). Dave Gould is staging 
the revue in ‘Congress,’ assisted by 
Gluck Sandor. Cast includes about 


girls get a bit like the Rockettes in 
at least one number in’ which 
kimonos are missing. Latter are 
over-prominent throughout the show 
but gorgeous. 

In the first half a total of 18 scenes 
figure. They are mostly short and to 
the point, with result this portion of 
the ballet performance, mixing pan- 
tomime, some dialog, song and danc- 
ing, is particularly fast-moving. 
Singers use the P.A. system offstage 
only, forcing others without it to 
extend their voices to the fullest in 
view of the length of the auditorium. 

What characterizes the ballet, in 
addition to the expert work of the 
performers in their various assign- 
ments, is the fine staging, the good 
lighting and the excellent wees. 

f. 


SUN VALLEY 


(25c) 

Despite the billing, the Union 
Pacific railroad contributes nothing 
but the exploitation services of its 
Steve Hanagan and the name of the 
Idaho resort, which Robert Sitchen, 
prez of a Chicago syndicate, had 
adapted for one of the highlight vil- 
lages at the N. Y. World’s Fair. It’s 
a multiple tieup, wherein Ralph 
Hitz, the hotelier, has the food con- 
cession, with Liebmann’s Rheingold 
beer the chief malt beverage at the 
a Inn. 

Inside Sun Valley are sundry 
shops, a picturesque Alpine climb, 
with a tunnel-shoot effect (10c extra. 
for this), D’Artega’s band of 14, a 
Wurlitzer organ, a ski-jump and 
other ice-show demonstrations, a re- 
volving ice rink, which becomes a 
dance floor (however, not working 
as yet) and other wrinkles. 

It’s one of the most picturesaue 
sideshows at Flushing Meadows. The 
syndicate, which had the Black For- | 
est at the Chi fair and the Texas | 
Expo, has a good flash outside as 
well. It’s a surefire 25c draw, not 








counting the inner lures, mitt-read- 
ings, games of skill, bar services, etc. 

The bearing that revolves the ice- 
rink into a dancefloor has broken, 
which explains the above. However, 
when righted this or next week, that 
will also be an excellent feature in 
itself. 

The organ is the relief for the 
| band. The ice show goes on every 
hour or so. Abel. 


20 principals, 24 dancers and 16 
showgirls besides Dave Schooler’s 
girl band. 

Principals and featured dancers 
include Faith Bacon, Della Carroll, 
Yvette Dare, Joan Vickers, Chi- 
quita, Jeriy Kruger, Jean Carmen, 


Emil Van Horn. 

Laffland and Llama Temple con- 
|cessions appeared nearing comple- 
tion early this week. Classie Lassies, 
situated across from the Crystal Pal- 
ace, had reached the stage where 
performers were under contract and 
rehearsing. 

Locker room in the Mayflower 
Doughnut exhibit and cafe, in the 
shadow of the Giant Parachute 
Tower, suffered about $1,000 damage 
in a blaze caused by a cigaret early 
Sunday (21) morning. Firemen ex- 
tinguished fire in about 20 minutes. 


MIDWEST’S OUTDOOR 
SHOWS 507 UNDER ’38 


National Biscuit Cinema 


(FREE) 

Focal point in National Biscuit's 
neat display in Food North building 
in the N. Y. Fair's food zone is a 
daylight, air-conditioned picture the- 
atre where a Walt Disney color car- 
toon is featured. Short, which runs 
about five minutes, is titled ‘Mickey’s 
Surprise Party,’ bringing in the 
familiar characters which appear in 
Mickey Mouse cartoons. 

Cartoon was especially made for | 
National Biscuit, reputedly the first 
time Disney has produced a com- 
mercial short. It’s up to the usual 
high standard of these cartoon come- 
dies, with minimum footage devoted 
to the introduction of biscuit com- 
pany products at the finish. Other 
attraction is ‘Around the Clock with 
the Cues,’ made b Wilding, with 











Lincoln, May 23. 
become the 1939 





Walter O’Keefe narrating and adding 


his comedy touch. Nearly all the| Nebraska has 


‘film is silent aside from O’Keefe’s Purgatory of the agent for outdoor 

Big show performance runs 90/ body bruises and possible internal in- | chatter. al 
minutes, the concert 20 and the side-!| juries Friday (19) when they were ely entertaining for a commer- 
| cial plug. 


the Royal American shows, carny | 


This also is in color and shows and expositions, biz figured to 
have nosedived this year a full 50% 
under 1938. 


aan toad tee Piicaal ke The Dakotas and Kan. _ too, have » 
Trans-Lux, with front projection, | Ufered. Dry perioa nd dust 


House seats 266, with space for about | storms are among the main ‘factors 
75 standees. Wear. in the decline. 


Dorothy Jeffers, Gladys Clark and 
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Inasmuch as our present commit- 
ments, running currently and con- 
currently, merely include: 


RADIO 


Reid’s Ice Cream via NBC on Wednesdays, 7:30 
P.M., EDST. Featuring STUART ALLEN, 


TRANSCRIPTIONS 


Second year of every-week transcribed pro- 
grams for Studebaker. 


THEATRE 


Appearing in Person at the Paramount, New 


York and Held Over 3rd Week 
CAFE 


Booked at the Paradise Restaurant for an in- 
definite engagement. 


PICTURES 


Paramount shorts now being released. 


RECORDINGS 


Eighth consecutive year for Victor. 


TELEVISION 


Yes, Television, too! 


























*Richard Himber is “At Liberty” any morning between the hours of 4 A.M. and 7 AM. 


Management: MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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